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ADVERTISEMENT. 

So far as relates to the treatment of Mr. Chaplin in the 
District of Columbia, this book is addressed to the -whole 
people of the United States. The District is theirs. To 
them, by their representatives in Congress, belongs the 
exclusive jurisdiction over it. In cases of gross official 
misbehavior, and the wresting of the laws, or the suffering 
them to be wrested, to the oppression of any, the 
humblest individual, the appeal lies direotly to all the 
people of the United States ; and to them it belongs, by 
their representatives in Congress, to take care that such 
nii*l.idu\in;;- auuitJ lie livon.irSii: in sj.uvr.ly jii^rirc. 

So far as relates to Mr. Chaplin's treatment in the State 
of Maryland, the appeal • - principally to the good citizens 
of that State ; who are bound, if they are able, to pre­
serve the integrity of their own laws, and the impartiality 
of the administration of justice by their own State tribu­
nals. Great sufferer as Mr. Chaplin has been, we expect 
to be able to show that his interest in this question is 
iriiiiiir.ch- less than Lhat of the good people of Maryland 
ihr-m-!'hvs. 



APPEAL. 

THE District of Columbia, as everybody knows, ia a tract of 
about fifty square miles, embracing the ciliea of Washington 
and Georgetown. and a mrai district l>'.wi;!«. with a population 
of upwards of 50,000, of whom some 35,000 are whites, 12,000 
free colored persons, mid about :i.ii:)i) chiiiin:-! and held as slaves. 
Of this population the. city of Washington includes about '13,1)00, 
of whom fi.UJOi) aie live colorr:!. and about 2,01)0 claimed LIS 
slaves. 

This District, as everybody a Un knows, is under the txclu-
sivo jurisdiction of Cmiaiv.-vi, and llml ;!>r the very purpose that 
it may be a common place of meeting for the transaction of the 
public business of the Union, and a place of free resort for all 
the inhabitants of the Union called thither for business or pleas­
ure, without their being liable to any interruption or hindrance 
through the agency of any local legislation; it being ill the 
power of Congress, at any time, to set aside or to nullify such 
iniiTti'iiiri n'LCiliilii^i-. sli;>'ihl any sudi In: iivrid ',r. <i\\±1. 

The laws of this District are the laws of Maryland, written 
and unwritten, as they existed in the year 18110, when Congress 
first removed to the District and assumed jurisdiction over it; 
together with such additions thereto, and changes therein, as 
may have been made by Congress up 1o this time. The exist­
ing laws of Maryland were adopted, ill the first instance, in 
order that the District might not be without laws during the 
time thai a codi- was jnvpiiiiiii;. I Jul [oar coJ'.': (IV.MIL!- Minn-
pally !o ih'li.,:il,i"s growing .in; of tin1 slavery question, has 
never yet been pn.-p.ircd : ;md [In.' Disiricr remains, as to its 
laws, iu tic anomalous silnali'iu aij'.iv u si,Mini. 

It is believed by m:ist uf rV niaLiljiiaiiis of the District, and 
it is so held by the courts of law there, that slavery legally 

iv.miL!-
pn.-p.ircd
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e x i s t s t h e r e i n b y v i r t u e o f d i e a d o p t i o n o f t h e M a r y l a n d l a w s 

a s t h e y s tood i n 1 8 0 0 . 

B u t t h i s is d e n i e d b y m a n y , a n d a m o n g o t h e r s b y W i l l i a m L . 

C h a p l i n : n 1 i• 1 foe i!u: l ':,:i.i\vni^ r r n s o i i i . w u i d i do n o t s e e m to 

a d m i t o f a v e r y e a s y a n s w e r . 

1st. A l l t h e l e g i s l a t i o n n u i i i n i i z i n g t h e h o l d i n g of s l a v e s , 

w i i i r . b h a d t a k - i i pldce. in Miiryl i i i i i l pv ' . - ion . - TO the y e a r 1800 , 

look p l a c e u n d e r t h e r o y a l c h a r t e r b y w h i c h C h a r l e s I . g r a n t e d 

the p r o v i n c e to L o r d B a l t i m o r e . T h e s r a n t o f t h e p o w e r s o f 

l eg i s l a t i on , a s c o n t a i n e d in t h e 7 t h s ec t ion o f t h a t Charter, w a s 

in t h e f o l l o w i n g w o r d s : — • 

"VII. And foTasn-.il--1; ' i - wc ;.;;;-L- above m a d e a n d ordained the 
aforesaid now Baron of Bal t imore , the t rue lord and proprietary of 
ill-; vdi-.y:- ;:-r:n in.--:; iifiivinu I, l a m t y-i '.Ij^r:•:',HV;• i'n:l::!'|-. (iifil «••::•. !""• • r '.;s. 
our heirs, and - tcces-i-in-.-, ."to -:r;i:,[ miio the ' a i d now Baron, (in whose 
fidelity, prudence, just ice, and provident circumspection of mind, we 

-•:]i::-- ii-:.> jn-:i1:-- L : : :. i1 -11i- s. : ;m.! in bi~ 11 e ir ~. fur li-,<: ;_<ii;iil ;L::;1 I I I y. p y 
s o r e r f :' th:.- .sv.rl {-.i-iivii-i.-e, frci\ :'u!|. Mini nh.--f.-lnrt- pi-.-A-tr, ;.v ii-.c 
i inor of these pr.-:i-::!~. 1i> ,,i-,;ui;:, -.::;k,.-. HI,.:' en;i:-i taws, of wlini kind 
soever, according to their sound discretions, w h e t h e r re la t ing to the 
pnblie state of the said province, or the private utility of individuals, 
r.f mill Mir': t'-:r- ml-.;. ;-. ;-:]I.-I n: ;i;.|ir.:i.;;iin.., <f ll,» :' ::.-:II . :' li,,: 

said province, or of ['-.• -i-'.-ali.-r r-urt u:' thei i, or by the i r delegates or 
deputies, whom we will shall be called together for the- framing of 
laws when and as often as need shall require ; and tho same to publish 
under the seal of the aforesaid Baron of Bal t imore and bis- heira, and 
duly to execute the -I.IIM- U):U;I ;i.l |•=.-L-~..:I-v: for the t ime being within 
the aforesaid province . . . . by the imposition of fines, imprisonment , or 
other punishment whatsoever ; even if it be necessary, and the quality 
of the offence require it, by privation of m e m b e r or life. . . . Which said 
laws, so to ba published as above said, w e will, enjoin, charge and 

• • ( . - ; i : : : l , I I I li:- rjtf. i-L..-,;hiif i-.n.l I jriu in kr,v, un i 10 be kept in those 
p a n s by all the snhj. • .- an-: Iii -:i: n.i.-i of us, our hei rs , and successors, 
so far as they concern m e m , and to be inviolably observed, unde r the 

TKASY, EOT {AS fAft AS CONVENIENTLY MAI III-.) :• I: liiLE, TO 111 : L LWS, 
STATUTES, •:•'•• •::• HTS OF THIS OC11 EINCIJIIM OP E x G L A J I B . " 

I t t h u s a p p e a r s t h a t , b y t h e t e r m s of tho r o y a l c h a r t e r , t h e 

p r o v i n c i a l l e g i s l a t u r e of M a r y l a n d , s o l o n g a s it r e m a i n e d a 

coluu;,- iii (.iroiii C i i n n i ) , i v n s wh i i l i y ..lis-i.iili-il to e n a c t a n y l a w s 

r e p u g n a n t to t h e " l a w s , s t a t u t e s , c u s t o m s arid r i g h t s , " of t h e 

foTasn-.il--1
nh.--f.-ln
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kingdom of England: and any such laws so pretended io be 
enacted were, of course, without ;<!illioiily, null, mid void. In 
the phraseology of the present day, they were unconstitutional 
and not binding. 

I-1™ niairv yi-"'s il )011la;111_-[ ;.i iliH.blini question whether 
negro slavery wns. or vy- no". aliov. r--.l '.,y [in. |a-.i.- •:•]' I ̂ u'j'.'.nd. 
Several learned huvyi-io had si veu Mpi/iioi;*. lii.it, by the laws of 
England, negro slavery was lawful. Colonial proprietors had 
adopted the practice of bringing lii'-iv IHVVO servants to England, 
and of claiming there to treat and use them, to buy and sell 
them, as slaves. It was reckoned that, in the year 1772, there 
were not less than ten thousand negroes 50 held and claimed in 
England, — several times the number of those so held and 
claimed at present in the District of Columbia. But in that 
year. iis the ie!iu:Lu:;li.' -:-;LKI3 <:X Somerset, il was decided, after 
solemn argument, ::y iljc EiH'.sh (.'or.rr 01" King's Bench, — and 
that decision hus • •'. tr sii'io; kvn e"-e.iii;Trd .•> s i i rs :'in'..:'.vr 
all doubts upon this question, —• that negro slavery was. and 
ever had been, UITI.TIV nvusiiuiii to the law of England; and 
that no claim to the service of any negro, as a slave, could he 
sustained in that realm, or under that law. 

Somerset was a negro, whom a certain Mr. Stuart had pur­
chased in Virginia, and had brought to England. Bui, after 
arriving there, Somerset declined to serve him as a slave, and 
ran away from him; whereupon Stuart caused him to he seized 
and put on board a vessel, to be carried lo Jamaica, there to be 
sold. Somerset sued out his writ of habeas corpus, and the 
question to be settled under it was, whether Sluart, under the 
law of England, could hold him as a slave, and as such, send 
him out of the realm to be sold, " So high an act of domin­
ion," said Lord M:i;i--!J'hl. i;i '.'iviug i-n; division of the court, 
"must he recognized by the law of the country where it is 
used. The state of slavery is of such a nature, that it is inca­
pable of being introduced on any reasons, moral or political, 
but only by po.-ilive law. idncii pii-sifrvps its force long after 
the reasons, occasion, and time itself, from whence it was 
created, are erased from memory. It is so odious that nothing 

lii.it
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can ho suffered to support it but positive law. Whatever incon­
veniences may follow from ibis decision, I cannot say this case 
is oil owed or Approve;: by Ike 1:IM- of linElaud : find therefore 
the black man must be discharged." The immediate conse-
quence of this tktisiou was. ilia* tin.1 tori thousand ncsrru'.'o [hen 
held in England os slaves were at once set free. And this 
further consequent alio loliiived, that all the statutes of 
Maryland, allowing and nppvoving of negro slavery in that 
province, were repugnant to the law of England, null and 

It may, however, be supposed thai the State constitution, 
udopl.nf in 17iV': by which r;u> i-r-.Li)iii=il irovcrumeiit wis super­
seded, remedied this defect, and give the Maryland slave­
holders a legal title to their slaves. This, however, was not so. 
Th!! l)iv.';iralnn •;!' Kisihr* p:cti_vd to x 11._-- ooiismution of Mary­
land, and forming a part of it, declared, in its first article, 
" T h a t all government of right originates from the people," — 
not from the "free IVIOI," ;i lenit used in .some ether clauses of 
the constitution, but " from the people," •—• " is founded in com-
•p'<ri. oii'y. and insii.'i/in/ .-i-Alt/ far fhr. ?aod of the whole." 
The fourth article declares, " T h a t all persons invested with 
the legislative or executive powers of government are the 
trustees of the pul-lii*. and. a? sueli. arc.out liable for llieir con­
duct ; wherefore, whenever the ends of government are pcr-
\T!,;p'l. ;i.l;d pul.li'- liberly manili-.-lly endangered, and all oilier 
means of redress arc ineffectual, the people may, and of right 
ought to, reform the old or establish the new government; the 
ilaaliuii of nan- rr:tU!isw:r; a »tt'i'/>•!• ttrl/Ururrj pov;:r mid- oppres­
sion is absurd, slar'ish.. o.id ili:Mnn-!ive of the good and happi-
ness of mankind." While laying down thess generous and 
noble principles, on which the revolution from a provincial to an 
independent government was founded, this same Declaration of 
Rights provided, in its third article, " T h a t the inhabitants," — 
not free men, nor. even the people, be it observed, but INHAB­
ITANTS,—"are entitled to the COMMON LAW OF ENGLAND," — that 
•,aiuFM::'.i:oi:'.)ii law. whii/l;. ii had b.vu -uli'iuuly decided only four 
years before, did not allow of negro slavery, — " and the trial by 
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jury according to the course of that law, and to the benefit of 
sncli of the Mnrrlish statutes as existed at. (he tLirio of their first 
emigration, and which by experience have been found applicable 
to their local and other circumstances, and of such others as 
have since br-nn made in Tine-land or Gre.il. TSriraiu, and have 
been introduced: used, and practiced, by the courts of law and 
equity ; and also to all acts of assembly is FORCE on the first of 
June, 1774, except such as may have since expired, or have 
been or may be altered by acts of convention OR THIS DECLAIIA-
TION OF RKHITS: subject, nevertheless, to the revision of and 
amendment or repeal by the legislature of ttlis State; and the 
inhabitants of Maryland are also entitled to all property allowed 
to them from or under the charier uianicd by his majesty Charles 
J. to Oecilius Calvert. Baron of Baltimore." 

JVow, ill is clans:.1 contains several things very remarkable. In 
the first plnec. it acknowledges the validity and binding force of 
the charter, hitherto, by maliin:; it llie foundation of all property 
in land. In the second place, it secures to all the inhabitants of 
Maryland "the common law of England," just decided by the 
highest English tribunal not to admit or allow of negro slai ery, 
hi tlie third place, it continues in fore'; only such of the colonial 
enactments as were in force on the first of June, 1774; whereas 
the colonial enactments authorizing slavery never were iu force 
at all, being "void in their very inception, as repugnant to the 
charter. Even if they could be said in any sense to be in force, 
(which they could no;,} still they were not recognized or con­
tinued by this chnse, which s.pee':illy exempted all .sr.ch acts as 
had been "altered" by "this derlrir.ir.iou of rights;" and cer­
tainly the declaration that govern irimu could only rightfully 
originate in "compact," that it must be "for the good of the 
whole," and that ; ; the doctrine of mm-resistance against arbi­
trary power and oppression is absurd, slavish, and destructive of 
the good and happiness of mankind:" — these declarations, to­
gether with the securing to die. inhabitants the common law of 
England, did most certainly alter effectually the old colonial 
enactments authorizing or allowing the existence of negro 
slavery, supposing them ever to have been in force. 

Gre.il
derlrir.ir.iou


10 

Hence we conclude - - and how can we help if?— that in the 
year 1SG0, when the law of Maryland was declared to be the 
law of tli? Disrriet of Codimbla. thai !:in- did ji'it allow of or 
admit the holding of negroes in the perpetual hereditary bondage 
of slavery. If it did not, then slavery has no legal Inundation 
in the District of Columbia; because [his presumed law of Mary-
kind is the only bus:?, on which rii.j le^iiiiv of Mnveiy in tin: 
District is supposed by anybody to rest. 

I.rt us ii]!iin this jiriini he i*v|i-.(.tly rmdvrslood. We are con-
siji-i-'.t;.; hi.;1!! uniy IJOV,- -iiiivi'ty .Hood in the State of Maryland 
in the year 180U. We presume not lo express any opinion what-
soever as LO the legality of slaver, in Maryland or this present 
moment. Far be it from 1.15. to votitnro, by the slightest sugges-
tion, to call in question tho most value and perfect legality of 
slavery in that Slate. There has been a great deal of legislation 
on the subject in Maryland since 1S00. The effect of that legis­
lation to give lo slavery the most complete legal establishment, 
we do not presume local] in doubt. We wisii this pamphlet to be 
read and circulated in 7\i'=i i-\ lainl, IUJIJ V. f: do not wish to expose 
either ourselves or anybody else to the t< rrible penalties of the 
Maryland law. By an ael of the legislature of Maryland, passed 
in 1835, (eli. 325. S'.ri. 1.) U i- declared a i.'-di tijliv 1.1:1̂  saninsi 
the supremacy of the Stale :'for any person knowingly to circu­
late, or in any way knowing assist in circulating, among the 
inhabitants thereof, any pictorial representation, or any pam­
phlet, newspaper, handbill, or other paper, printed or writlen, of 
mui i,i!lHiv,itfd:rij rh-ii-ii'-l'T. iiir'm'j ii Ivinhnirij lo create discon-
liui iiin<,iiL'. "I'll "lir 11 ji in i/iiiiii-'.-iiioii. 11: i- />!',/>!i: nf color of this 
Stale; and thai ( very person dial shali bo duly con tic led of this 
offence shall l>e guilty of a PHONY, and shall he sentenced to 
]iinlrr;<!> ••• cusiliinMriOiiL in the jjeiuieiitiary of ihi.s Stale for a 
period of time nol less than ten nor more than twenty years 
from the time of sentence pronounced on .such offender." 

Having a due fear of Maryland Ian-. Maryland judges, and 
Maryland juries, before onr eyes, and with the experience of Mr, 
Chaplin to guide us, we intend to steer clear of this enactment. 
If the five hundred thousand free people of Maryland can 
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afford LU In' yagO-od, for the oonvoninice of eight or ten thousand 
slaveholders, by such ci. law LIS this, we must submit to it. It 
is obvious that under this law it is not safe- to say one word 
calling in question in the slightest degree the legality or the 
beatitude of slavery as it exists in Maryland. Any such word 
whatever, under such nil admini-arabon .-.if justice as .Mr. Chap­
lin has experienced, misihl ivndily 1:-:; e:fms:rm.:J as uttered v.-iili 
intern In urate'discontent among, and stir up to insurrection, 
the people of color. Accordingly, in our travels through Mary­
land, we always take care never to carry with us either a liible 
or n. copy of ihc iieclaraiiori of liiilepoiidi-noe. ks( (hoy miahr lift 
deemed by some ieained and zealous pi-ftseiMiling officer, magis­
trate, or judge, "of mi inria minatory charterer." Nor shall we. 
in the present pamphlet. presume \n drop the most distant hint 
that slavery in the r̂a.ie of Maryland is not the most entirely 
legal and iluinmshly bhss!i,i and desn-alJe state ever known or 
heard of. No wisp and prndeiil man. in llie r'aee of such penal­
ties, would venture to mainiahi that two and two make four. 

As yet, however, the eight or ten thousand slaveholders who 
rule the State of Maryland at their will and pleasure — the 
actual rulers of the stale are, indeed, as we shall presently show, 
a much smaller minority, being, in fact, but the smaller and 
more furious portion of tin? slaveholders- have not oVenied it 
expedient to include within their "sedition act" publications 
addressed to free whi-e cirjia.'iis of the state, calling upon them 
to throw olf ihf ;ai Tolerable yo'ie of ivts:nn: under which they 
are crushed. T]-.M. obovty, l lie re fore we intend lo use to a mod­
erate extent, such as tho. prosem occasion seems to call for; and 
We embrace this opportunity the more anxiously, as we are by 
no means certain how long it may last. We should not be in 
tho leasl sin-prised should die slaveholders insist—and, of course, 
whatever they ask for will be done — that a clause be inserted 
into the new constitution declaring that men, whether black or 
white, (slaveholders excepted.) have no "pjiis, and totally for­
bidding any discussion wha.rever on that topic. 

This is a digression intended 10 -ave'js from (lie terrible grasp 
of the Maryland "sedition law," We return now to the District 
of Columbia. 


