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Bec. 20d.  All Judges, magistrates, and other
officers now courcerned in the administration of jus.
tice in the Commonwesith of Libera, and all ather
existing vivil and nilivary officers theiren, shall eon.
tinue 10 hold and dischargs their respuctive offices

—

in the name and by the autnority of the Republic, uaril
others shali be appointed and cominissiened in their
stead pursuant 1o this Constitution.

Sec. 3. All towns ard municipal corporations

within this Republie, conatituted under the laws of

the Commenwealth of Liberia, shall retain their
existing ilrg'llliz.aliuns and privileger, and the res
pective officers theraol shall remain in ofice and eact
under the authority of this Republic, in the same
manner and with the like powers a5 they now posa -
ess under the lawe of said Commonwealih,

Sec, 41iv  The tirst election ot President, Vice
President Senators and Rrepresentatives shall be
he!d on the first Tuesday i1 October in the vear of
our Lord eighteen hundred snd forty.seven in the
seme manner as elestions of memoers of the Coun.
cil are cliosen in the Commonwealth of Liberia, end
the votes shall be cenittied and returaed to the Co.
louial Secretary, and the result ot the election shall
be ascertained, posted and noiified by him as is uow
by lIaw provided in cine ol such wmembers of Council.

"See. Dth.  All othier electone of President, Vice
President, Senators, and Representaiives, ghall be
held in the respective townx on the first Tuerday

in May in every two years, to be held aml re.’

gulated in such manuer as the Leysisliture i
by law prescribe. ‘T'he returns of votes shall be
made to the Sceretary of Siaie wha, shall open
¢''e eame, and lorthwirh issue noiices of the elec.
tion to the gersons apparently so elected Serntors
and Rﬁ|lrm-'m|'atii'm: aidd alr wuch returns shall be
by him laid before the Legialature at itx next ensuing
gession, together with a I'st of the names of the
persons who appear by such returos 1o have been
duly elecied senators aud representatives ; end tue
persons appearing by said re'urns (o be duly electad
shall proceed 10 organise 1l.emselves ac'ordingly ae
the Senate and louse of Riepresentitives. ‘I'he
votes for Presideni aha!l he soried, counted, and de.
clared by the Houee of Representatives. And if ne
person shall appear 10 have & majority of such vuoiens,
the Senaturs, and Representatives present, shall in
conventior, bv joint ballnty elect trom aming tie
persons having the three hirhest numbere of voteg, a
person to act asP’resident for the eneuinyg term.

Sec. 8h. T.e Legislature shall assemble ance
at lgamt in every year, and such nmeeting sial! be an
the frst Monday i Jannary, uniess a different day
ghall be appointed by law,

Sec. 7. Every legislator and other officer ap.
pointed under this coistiution, shiall berore he enters
upon the duties ol his “fiice, 1ake and subscribe a
gclemn oath vr affirmaton to suppoirt the Ceoustitu.
tion of this Repabiic, and faitnfuily ard impartially
discharge the duaties of such othive. ‘I'he presiding
offi-er of the Serate shali adauuister such oath or
afirination to the Presiden, in coavention of both
houses; end the President siali adminmier the saine
to the Vice President, to the Senators, andis the
Repesentatives in like manner. I the  Presi-
dent is unable to atiend, the Cniel Justice of the
Snpreme Courty may adminicier the oath or affir.

mationto him, at. any place, and alco to the V.ce

President, Senators and Represestatives, in conven.
gion, Other officers nay take such odlth or atfiirime.
ti 'n beiore the President, Chiel Justice, or any other
persen who nixy be desiznuwied by law, .
* See. 8. All elections of pubie officers eliall b

made by a majurity of the votes, except in cases’
otherwise revula'ed by v @ cenmibitubon or by iaw,

Sec. 9. Uffices crealed l’l! thie Constitution which
the prexent circunistances o! the Republic do not re.
quire that they shall be til]e:‘l. shall not be fitled until
‘the Legisiature shali deem it necessary. :
© Qec. 10. The property of which a woman may be
pranessel
of which she may
otherwise than hy
responsible for h.e debis;
or alter me-riaye. ]

Nor shall the prorerty thus intend=d to be secur.
edto the woman be alenaied otherviee than by

Liep trae and anll'l‘ll"y coine !, and such alienatien
mav he made by ner eiLuer by weale devise or other

Wica. i . .
Sec. 1L . In all casenin  which esta‘es zre in.

g lvent thewidow shall be entitled 1o one third of the
and 10 ¢ne
third ®' all the personal estaie, which she rhall hold
in her own right, subject to alicimtion by her, by ce-.

peal es'ate durivg her natural lie,

V98 .OF WHIerwIse,
Sec. 121, ‘
real emate in ths

at the tune ot her marriege and also that

No E‘.mﬁu shall be entitled to hold
epublic uniess e be a citizen !

»hi*“the san'e.

LW

Neverire.ers this article shall not be
f.nnlll'lled o ap ‘I:J 10 Colonz tti“ll. Mllﬁiuuari'. Elie
clliuuiﬂ, or uIIIFrJ)EII(:UH!uII lllﬁlilulluli_n, 80 Iull.u ae
the pmuer’-y or enliale 18 apilllud 0 Iis lﬂgllunate
PlUT0*®r ! _

Sec. 13 The great object of forming thexe
Colonies beingZ to provale 4 iome tor the di~persed
e .d npprilulc[l childien of ‘Afnicy, and 1o regenerdie

~and e -!.gmeu' this ht'l"lig‘llllli contingnty none bul

persone of Coler shall.be admitied to citizenship in
this Renublie, '

Sec. 14ti,  The purchase of an; land by any citu.
28n or cinizens fromn Lthe avorigines ol Lhis coumry
for hi-, or teir owa uee, or forthe beaefit of o hore,

‘as eataie or estates it fee ssimvle, xhail be con.

gidered null and void to alv imtentw avd purpores
Sec. 15'h, Tue inprovement o tne ustive tribes

and their adv.ncement nthe aris of agricuhiure and

hushandry being a cherished object of thig govern.

- gaenty it 4ha’l ba the daty of tie President to ap-

point 1n ea:h countv wome diwreet person whose
duty teha:]l be io make regular and perindical 1ours
through the country lor the prrpose of caliing the
a‘teaiion of 1he ratves IGIIH_!FB wiholesome branchea
of industry, and ol jas.ructing them in the same ;
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and the lgislalure shall, ax enon as (an conyenient.y
be done make provision tor these puipores by Lhie ap-

prop riation ol moneyr - - e
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HEERALD.

Sec. 16th The existing regulations of ‘he Ame'ic 1» | arnment is proven to be recessary te PRErcise,

Cu!_-mizniun Sociaty, in the Comm imwealih, relative 1o
emigrants, sghall remain the same in the Rennblie,
until rexulated hy eompact hetween the Siciete and
the Republic ;: neverthelops, the Liowiglatnre shall make
no law prohibiting emrzrauon. Aunditehell b+ among
the firat duties of'the L: gislature, to ‘ake measures to
arrange the future relatinns bhetween the A.nerican
‘Colonization Society and this Rapahlic.

Sec, 17, This eonstitution miv be alterad when.
ever two thirds of hath Sranchaes of the |erjs'ature
ghall demmn it neceszarv. In whieh casa the aliera-
tione or amendments, shall first ba considered and
aporoved hy the lesislature, by the concurrence of
two thirds of the meambers of each branch, and
alterwards by them sobmitted to the peopie, and
adopted by two thirds of all the electors al the nexi

biennial meeting for the election of senators and
representatives.

Done in convenTION, at Monrovia in the Couwrty of
Montserrado, by the wnanimous cons2n! of the peaple of
he Commamawealth of iiitheria, this o'y sizth dey of
July. in the year of Our Lird One Trvsand . Bight
Hundred and Forty-seven, and f the Repuavic the

First. In win:ss whereof we have hercie sst our
nImes,

S. BENEDICT, President.
J. N. LE\WIS, ‘
H. TEAGE,

BEVERLY R. WILSON,
ELUALL JOHNSON,

J. B. GRIPON.

JOUN DAY,

A. W, GARDNYR, ;
AMOIs HIERRIN:,
ECURAIM VITLRER, ¥
R. K. MURRAY,

J. W. PROUT,
Secretary of Conven'ion,

Moanrevia, July 2%:h, 1817.
Fellow Citizens @

Having finisnel our Iabsrs, we now have the hon.
or ot submitiiag tr vour consideriios, through rthe

Mt serrado

g Chnty.

yran! Basea
U 'lll'tyl

{ Coun'y of Sinoe.

A WEI‘I‘I']ﬂ that Co ||1i-u;|.,1 winch 1 ovus opl it ) wil

hest suit the peculiar circuimvaaces ot the peapie of tipns
infani Repunbie. Tuat our b ore wiil m-et the 1uls

approbatton ot rveey mdividual eitizen, (s «carcely 1o be

expecied; we trgst howuever, that a larg: majoriy ol

our fellew eirtizens, will ap zove our do.ngs, and adept
the eonstitution hi rowith submiited. |

In our del:iherations, we endeavored ‘o \eep onr
minds stead'ly fixed npon the great ohjeets of ew.l gov-
erniaen’, and have dune wha we coaceived 1o Le hest
for the genersl in‘eres' of rthis rising Repunlic We
endesavoied earefully 10 arranze every anir,ae! ‘har m'ght
possibly arnise, caicniaied 10 distarbin the least ‘he fr.end.
ly feel'n¥ which now so happilv su'w.eis he'waen the
differan’ connties of thie Republie. We fel' daeply the
impor‘ance and macniinde of ‘he work subb niired o
our hands, and have done the very best w2 conld in or.
der 10 aitor| general sa 1efacion.

[n view of the poealivei'y of our circone'aneaa, the
new psitinn we hve gesumet, 1w 11demd & nyantie
one, an! th goveriment now calid ta 1% 21D |, pva.
ry civizen w19 at all vateredet gr cans vl ter the
eafe'v, a4l tarre prospecity of thie our vale hana

Kiawinr however, that our eans= ie jusi, wa fee|
enconrage i, andd b hirve that nuder G, hy & sieady
prraev. rancs, we ahll biily eucceed
[n publishing te the world etr Fadependence, wa
hli’-‘: tho g prop'r ta accrnaaay ye 'l--:l-nl..*,
with a deciara’j vy eof the ci1us:a vihicy inino-l ue 1,
leava the land ofour naivity aad 1o tarig es tlamenis
on this conei, il alaran spperl 10 he <ymprthiae of
all civiliza.l uatione, eeliciting 1heir 11t gl pretegrin
and  especially that ey woult, newithaanding oar
pocaliar eircuimutances, epoedily recagn.ze vur Indepen.
dence.

And thet the Plae of thiv Renubhic at ne disant
dey may he sea. flaating upon every brecze, snd in cvery
lana respecieq.

Ii is our earnest desire that the affaire of this eov®

afterwardes become |mlsel"d' ' trnmenr may he so condue’ad as 'o merit the approba.
her ‘hashand shail not be held | tion of all ch-is eada n, and revure 10 Africa her long
whether cont racted before | ' glory, end tha! Liheria under the gnidance of heaven

mav con'inue & happy asylum for ovir long oppressed
race, and a hlessing 1o the benirhted and degraded na-

tives of this vast peninsula. ‘I'> secure which 8 om
ardent wi-h and prayer. .

With great resperet we have the hiaor of being you:
obedieat and huinble servanie.

By the unanimons order f
of the convention
SAMUSL BENZSDICT,

Preaaident,

DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCH.

——

We the represenia ives of h+ penple of the

Cowmmonweaithof Lbheria, n C aveation. Axe

L gembled, invested with autsorty rforming o

new covernn nl, relying  upos  the ard and
protection of ‘h* Geeat Arviter of humin e-
vents, do herebyy, m h+=mame an: oo b bl
ol ke proole of ths Crnn awaa-h, putnish
an:l decare the wai) Comnm nwea th a FREE,
SOVER IGN, and INDEp:xD NP srarz, by the
gun* ant ¢ule of the L-PUB L'C 0/ L B:nIN.
(Wh:le apnonacine to b nstiors o the world
b new position whien the people of ihis R +pun-
i have fult themae!lves caltel UPH L ansdme,

co.rtesy 1o their opini o see:ng to demond o brief

accompanving statewwent of ia: counes wuich in-
ducedl ﬂlf'll, nest o o SILULARD Oy -h-thlﬂf*’l frem
the Liaad f their nativity and *o ‘onim set! lemen's
on this harbarous coast, and n @ .0 orzan ze th v
gov rnment by the assumprion of a sovereizn
e inlep.n lent character
pectiully ask their atteation to the fol wiag (acte,

We recoonise 10 a'l invn ceriian gaturs’ aa
uanaelienable rigits ; among 1hexe are life, liberty
and lhf' l‘ighl in at'quil‘n. M DL T rnjup‘ ln-' dee
fend property. By the practice sut coasent of

men in all ages, some system or furm of gove

Tuerefore we res-

snjoy and secure these rights ; and every prople
has a right (o institute a goverament and 1o
chaoose and adopt that sys'ém or form ‘of 1,
which intheir opinion wiil most effectually ac-
cH an::ll these objecis, and secure their h Ippi-
ness, which ‘does not interfore with the  just
rizhts of othera.  The right therefore to insti-
tule government, and to all the povrers necessary
to conduet it, i, an inalienable right,and cennot
be resisted without the grossest injustice.

We the people of the Republic of Liberia
were origma'ly the inhabitunts of the Usited
States of North America, 3

In some parts of that country, we were de-
barred by law from all the rights and privileges
of men—in other parts, public sentnnent, more
pewerla! toan law, frowoed us down. i

We were every where shat out from all civil
office. ' :

We wera excluded from all patticipation in
he «overnment.

BY.. wers taxe) without our consent.

We were compelled to contribute to the re-
sources of a couniry, which gave us no protec-
Lion

- We were made aseparate and distinct class,
e oSt e evelry avenue to impmvemenl
was «ff-ctually ciosad. Strangers from all lands

of a co'or differeat from ours, were preferred

hefore us.,

Wa attera] aur comp'aints, but ihey were un-
atlenled 1o, or only met by alladging the pecu-
liar imstitutions of the enuniry.

Al hope o a fivorable changa in our country
wag thus whotiy extinz nshed 1@ our bostm,
and we losked with anxiety abroad for somc
asviam fram the deep degradation,

Tue Wastern coast of Afiica was the place
uplrote] hy American benevolance and philan-
thropy, for our future home  Remaved beyon)
thog» inflaences which depressed us in our na-
tive land, it was hoped we would b= enabie.l
(o enjov ‘hose r.ghts an’l privileges, anu exer
cise an b mprove thowe ticuli.es, wiich the Go
of nature ke gi!t'll as in conmon. with the res
-’If‘!n.‘!ﬂ"*lltl.

Uater the guspicre of the A-nerican Co'oni-
zaion Society, we establihed ourselves here,
on bl nequaived by purchase from the Lords
ol th= soil.

lo an origin.d compae! with this Society, wa,
for impoitant reasons delegated ty it cartiia po-
"ical powers; white thws iostitution stupal e
that wheneaver the peoole shoald  bhecome che
pahie of vonducuny the government, or when-
sver h+ pepie shenli desive it thiy ipsirtution
wild - regizn the delegated power, peaceabis
with iraw ite <apervision. sud | ava the peopl:
to the grweinn-nt of themseives.

Ualer the auspices and guniance of this insti-
tauown, which hae uobly and 1o pardoco faitn re-

deamed its pledgee (o the peaple, w.e have grown
and P"“-‘*[lﬁl'l!lj-

EFrom time to time, nur aumber has been in-
creased bv migration from A-'meiica, and by ac-
cessions (romy native tribes: and from time  to
time, an circums'ances required ity we  have
#xXien led our borders hy .cquinilh:. of Iand by
uenorable purchase from the natives of the coun-
Iry.

As our territorv bhas extr nded, and aur popu.
iation 1ncres sed; our com neree h 1o also increas.
wd.  The flige of most of he civilized nations
of th earth fl vit in our barbory, and their mer-
chants are op-ning an hoaorable and profiiabie
trade.  Unul recen'lv, these visits have been of
a unitformly harmonioss character, but as they
have becone more frequent. and to more nom-
srous pointe of our extendinz coast, questims
hive aren, which it is snpposed con be adjus-
ted omy by sgrecment between severeign pow-
In.

Eir vears pasl, the A nericin Colonization
Sovcicty has virtooliv with/lrawn tram ali d.ree
and active pirt 10 the  admanatration of the
governm n'y, except in th- apporntiment of the
Governor, who is also a eolonist, for the ap; a.
reat porpose of t eing the abiity of the people
to conluel the «ffiirs of government, and nao
complaint of crude legislation. aor of mismman-
ag<mienty nor of mal-adminstiration has yet veep
huard

la view of these forin, this inatitution, the
Ainerican Cown z0tion Seciety, with that gnod
fa'th  which has uniformiv maiked a'l its deal
ngs with us..did, by 8 eet of regoluti. ne 1n Jan-
vary, im the Year of QuiLowd One Thousand
Eight Hon redond Furly Sig, diesolve all politre.
el connexion with ihe peaple of this Republie,
return the power with which it wae delegated,
nl-‘ left the people (0 the goverment of thems
“wves,

The people of the Republic of Liberia then,

are of right; and in fact, o free, sovereign and:

independent State, possessed of oll the 1 ghts,
und pow-ers, and functions of goverament.

lu as=aming the memenrous responsidilities of
the position they have taken, the people of this
Repuilic, feel juatificd by the nocessiling of the

E

Maryland Historical Society'

The Maryland State Colonization Society

All.
B.
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coee, and with this conviction they throw then.

seived Wwilth confiience Upon the ecandid sulid-
erai1on of the civilzed weorld.

Liberia is mot the offsnring of graping smbi.
tion, nor the tool of avaricious speculetion.

No  desire  for territorinl agsrandizement
brought us 10 these shores; nor do we bieiieve go
sordid a mofive entered into the high consid.

eration of those whe aided us 1a providing
this asylum.

Liberm isen asylum from the moet lf‘;lﬁinl
Oppression.

In coming {0 the shores of Al ica, we indulged
the pieasing hope that we would u» permitied 1¢
exercise and imp:ove those faculties, whick
impart to man his digaity—to nourish in our
heatts the flame of honorble smbition, to ch gk
and indulze those aspirations, whica o Benif.
cent Creator hath imp'anted in every huinag
heart, andto eviuce toal! who despise, ridicule
and oppress our race, that we poscess wilh
tiiem & common nature, are with them suscenti.
ble of equal refincment, and capabie of rqn.]'m_-
vancement tn all that adorasand dignifies nan,

We wore animited with'the hope, that hetg
we should be at liberty to train up our childrep
in the wayv they shouald go—to inspire them with
the love of an honorable tame, to kindle wi'h.
in them, the flams of alefiy philanihropy, and 1
jorin stron« within them, the [ll'illcipltl of hy-
imamty, v.rtue and religion !

Amnong the sirongest motives 1o leave oup
nitive l2nid—to abandon forever the secnes of
our childiaoody and to sever the most endeared
conhexions, was the desire for a retreat where
‘hhee from the ngilntinm of {ear and lllﬂh‘ﬂlaﬁljll‘
we l"'lll]!l’" n COMPUISHTe an:! n*rlll"il_? ii'l!h!lrh
in worship the God of our Faihers. ;

‘Thus tar our hizhest hopes have been realize
ed. -

Liberia in alrealty the happy home of t}og.
H'dl'l-'n., wha were once ||I" dilnlml'tl veciimes~ of e
pressiony and af left vamowsted to go on with
ner notoral and spontan-ous  growths f  her
movenents be lef! frm.- r"lllla 'ht‘ |mrtlv.--ing iNe
l[i:ur! ufju,ih 114 ;lulhiliﬂll andd l]"ll"l"!l'.;llllﬂ.ll A=
varice, she will thirow open a wider an! o wiior
door for thouanly, who ae n. w hmklng wilh
N AnXIous eye l'ﬁf_i""!,f' tand of rest.

’

Our courts of jus'ice are open equally ‘o the
sfranger anlthe citizen for the radress of grieve
ances, tor th+ remedy ol injurics, and for the pune
hreent of ciime.

Onr nrmerons ﬂﬂl‘ ﬂ'*:“ llan.h‘ll ﬂt‘hﬂﬂ'l Qe

rest oot off ety and our desice for the impr iva.
ment of our ch'tdien

Our churcches tor the wors ip of our Creatir,
AW Ty Wh e 1o hie Rée n, b“-l.'.' h'ﬁ-lilllhht' toy our
piety, aqd to our ecknow ed rement of [11s P, ove
Jenes, -

The avive African bawing down . eith 2e
neinre the altar of the bving G o, deelaeg that
nom as, ferhle as . we areg the light of chrig
st has gone forth, whiie apon  that curee of
curges, the slave irade, a deadly Llight has fallen
as far as our influrnce  extends

Therefore inthe name ot humanity, and eir.
tue and religion—in the name of the Great God,
onr common Creator, 2nd our cou mon Judse,
weappeal o the ontions of t‘hrii'l‘mlnm, ARl
aurnestly pnd reapectfolly ask of them, thit they
will regard s with che evmpathy and friendly
congideration 1o which the peculiaritive of
sur eonditiom en itle us, and 1o extend o us
that eomitv which marks the friendly inters

conree of civiliaed and independenl eonmunis
lien

Done. in crxveEnTion, at Menroria in the
County of Niontserad.. by the unanimous consent
of the people of the Coemmoniweatlh of L beria,
this twenty.sixth day of July. in the yeer of Or
Lord One Th-usand Eight Hundred and Forty:
seven, and of the Rrrusiic the First
wherof we hase herelo set our names
S BNNUEDICT, Presiden:.

J. N LEW)S,

H TEAGE. M intserradv
BEVERLY R WILSON, :

FL:JAH JOHNSON, C unty.

J B GR:PON.

IOHN, DAY,

A W GARDNER,
AMOS HERRING,
LPHRAIM TITTLER.

R. E MURRAY.
J. W. PROUT.

Secrelary of Convention.

- For the Libt rix Heoig'd. _

The following Fisg anl Seal were adaptee by

the Convention, as the insignie of the Ropubite

of Libecia, und orderou to be employed 10 mark
iI's ndtiopality :

Flars: mix red gtripes with five white s'ripes

a'tornately displavad longitudinelly. o the up-

poc eaglo of the flag, sext to the spear, 8 squere.

. w - -

In witness

{ Coun'y of Sinoe.




