EDITOR'S BPINIONS

(Somerset!News)

Realizing our inability to handle the
English language with the capacity Of}
that fluent and gifted though scurilous
writer, H. L. Menchen, we have no de-
sire to get in a controversy with him.
Yet we do most emphatically take ex-
ception to his tirade against the Eas-
tern Shore which appeared in Monday
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It is needless to deny the writer’s
libelous allegations. - Suffice it to say
that he is talking through his hat. It
Is very probable that he has not visit-
ed our shores lately unless in the com- |
pany of Communists who could -and |
would introduce him to people of their
own strata in life. If it is from these
probable associates and companions of
Mr. Menchen that we are to receive
the education which he says is sorely
needed down here, we pray to God
that we spend the rest of our days in
ignorance.

Baltimore has for years been cry-
ing for the right to govern itself and
‘we agree that it should be accorded
that privilege. We think its Sunday
laws, its liquor laws or any other pure-
Iy local matters should be left entirely
up to its own citizens, regardless of
the views of the majority of the coun-
ty representatives in the General As-
sembly.

So do we believe that the same pri-
vilege should be extended the citizens
«©f the several counties of the GState,
‘We have a local option law tna:i we
believe is good, but good or bad, it
is what we want and Baltimore should
have no concern with it. We think
that we have intelligence on the
bench, Mr. Menchen to the contrary
‘notwithstanding, and if our “enlight-
ened” neighbors in the city of Balti-
more will play in their own back yard
Justice will be properly administered
by this same bench.

All of Maryland is proud of Balti-
more, but in its confines -~re 10 be
found Bolsheviks, Communists and the
gcum of the earth. If 4t wants this
kind of populace to swell 1ts popuia-
tion it is welcome to them, but the
Shore will not tolerate them or their
theories, -4 »
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- (Cecil Wig)

The newspapers, and particularly
the Sunpapers, played a disgraceful
part in the whole affair. Issue aftter
issue gave aid and comfort to the In-
tcrnational Labor -Defense League,
leading one to think that this hereto-
fora responsible sheet has Communis-
Xic tendencies. Flaring headlines, ly-
‘ing news items and general misrepre-
:gentation of all the recent tragedies
not only in* Salisbury but elsewhere
‘incite mob ‘spirit. Unfortunately the
Sunpapers are living on their past re-
cord, recently they have been unable
to tell the truth. For example, recent-
ly a news item carried the story that
200 men from Chestertown came to
Elkton to locate a colored man who
had been arrested, jailed and removed
elsewhere, for criminal assault on a
"white woman. There was not one
Chestertown resident in Elkton that
night, :

But it remains for H. L. Mencken,
special writer for the Evening Sun,
‘to cap the climax as far as newspaper
‘griticism is concened. In his charact-
eristic diabolical way he spread his hat-
red for the Eastern Shore over the edi-
‘fota] page of the Evening Sun. His
«comments coming from a diseased
mingd, polluted with germs that come
from the Pit.itself, are always destruc-
tive and never constructive. Foaming
and ranting at some length he des-
cribes the Eastern Shore men as dege-
nerates, takes a fling at our Courts
describes our newspapers as written
by uneducated writers, decries Prohibi-
tion and insults religion and the min-
istes of the Shore. When Mencken’s
time on earth is up he will be a wel-
comed contributor to the Devil’s Fiam-
ing Rag of Freedom in the lower
regions.



