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AN ACT

To establish a National Archives of the United States Government, and for
other purposes.

se it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the
[.f'nx/f(/ Slates ()f JHH;HH .;n (/ ONGgress s ﬁ-fffr/f/u/‘ lh{lt: llltlt‘ lb
hereby created the Office of Archivist of the United States, the
Archivist to be appointed by the President of the United States,
by and wilh the advice and consent of the Senate.

SEC. The salary of tlm Archivist shall be $10,000 annually. All
Iwrwlh to be employed in the National Archives Establishment
shall be appointed by the Archivist solely with reference to their
fitness for their particular duties and without regard to civil-service
law; and the Archivist shall make rules and regulations for the
government of the National Arch uves; but any official or emplovyee
with sal: ary of $5,000 or over shall be appointed by the President
by and with the advice and consent of the Senate.

SEC. 3. All archives or records belonging to the Government of
the United States (legislative, executive, judicial, and other) shall
be under the charge and superintendence of the Archivist to this
extent: He shall have full power to inspect personally or by deputy
the records of any agency of the United States Government what-
soever and wheresoever located, and shall have the full cooperation
of any and all persons in charge of such records in such inspections
and to requisition for transfer to the National Archives Intal)llwh-
ment such archives, or records as the National Archives Council,
hereafter provided shall approve for such transfer, and he shall
have authority to make regulations for the arrangement, custody,
use, and withdrawal of material deposited 1n the National Archives
Building : Provided, That any head of an executive department,
llll](‘[}(‘]lil{‘llt office, or other agency of the Government may, for
limited periods, not exceeding in duration his tenure of that office,
exempt from examination and consultation by officials, private indi-
viduals, or any other persons such confidential matter transferred
from llis: department or office, as he may deem wise.

Sec, 4. The immediate custody and control of the National
Ar('hwos Bulllmtr and such other buildings, grounds, and equip-
ment as may from time to time become a part of the National
Archives Establishment (except as the same is vested by law in the
Director of National Buildings, Parks, and Reservations) and their
contents shall be vested in the Archivist of the United States.

Sec. 5. That there is hereby created also a National Historical
Publications Commission which shall make plans, estimates, and
recommendations for such historical works and collections of
sources as seem appropriate for publication and/or otherwise
recording at the public expense, said Commission to consist of the
Archivist of the United States, who shall be its chairman; the his-




