ANNALS OF IOWA

Swedish Roval Archives some twenty-five years ago, but was
later given up and the papers, which had been removed from

their original collections, were restored to the same.” A simi-
lar attempt was once made 1n the National Archives of France
and this also ended in eonfusion and failure.” In our own
country we find in the early arrangement of archives that
papers have been grouped 1n special collections such as revo-
Illlinliill‘}' papers, lHiIiHIl"\' ]mlu'l‘s; :Illtl |1;I[n‘l‘;-~: {*nllrt*l'llill;:‘
lands. Such an arrangement destroys the original files of the
offices. which carried on the processes of government in the
early days, hides the gaps in the files and makes 1 almos
impossible to know what kinds of papers are missing. In
short the records with which the political anatomy of those
days could be reconstructed, have been taken out of their
nl'i;.:‘ill:l] ]:];lm*s and scattered so \\'i1|l']_\" that 1t 18 almost a
hopeless task to replace them.

[t is generally agreed by archivists in both Europe and
America that the ‘“summum bonum’’ to be desired in the
classification of archives is that they shall refleect the political
organism of their time. Whatever information they may
contain upon special subjeects or whatever light they may
throw upon certain individuals or events, is a side issue and
should not be the determining factor in their arrangement.
They are the recorded image of the state and should be pre-
served as such. Special information concerning men and
events can be brought out by special indices without inter
fering with the arrangement.

This opinion regarding the classification of archives has
given rise to the prineciple known as the ‘‘respect des fonds,’’
which has been briefly and clearly defined by Dr. Miiller, of
[Ttrecht, as ‘‘the method of classifying archives according to
which each document i1s placed in the collection and in the
series of that collection to whieh 1t belonged when that collec-
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tion was a hiving organism.’
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CLASSIFICATION OF PUBLIC ARCHIVES

A. J. F. van Laer, archivist of New York, has defined 1t in
more detailed terins as ‘‘a system of arrangement of public
archives whereby every document 1s traced to the govern-
mental body, administrative office or institution by which it
was issued or received and to the files of whieh 1t last be-
longed when these files were still in the process of natural ae-
cretion.””

European archivists are almost unanimous in their support
of this principle. The uniform rules and regulations for clas-
sification in Belgium read as follows:

““The archivists take as a rule in the work of classification :

‘“1. To assemble the documents with respeet to their
sources: that is to say. to form a particular colleetion of all
the titles, which belong to the same body, the same institu-
tion, the same administration or the same locality, without
mixing the acts of one body with those of another.

‘2. To classify the doecuments in each souree according to
their nature or contents, arranging the material as the case
may be, chronologically, topographically or alphabetically.

"1t 18 necessary to respect the souree, or, as the Germans
say, the prineiple of the origin, and give in the inventory an
exact image of the organization or the institution, the archives
of which one wishes to make known.’”

In France the departmenial archives are kept in the va-
rious departments and carefully arranged and eclassified 1n
each. The records in the National Archives ‘‘are grouped
according to the nature of the publie institutions with whieh
they are concerned.””

The Royal Privy Prussian State Archives in Berlin are
arranged by departments and, for the most part, chronolog-
ically within each department.”®

The ereed of the archivists of the Netherlands 1s so heartily
in accord with this principle that it maintains that no archi-
vist, who has not studied carefully the organization to which
the archives he is working with originally belonged, is fitted
to classify them.™
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