ANNALS OF IOWA,

From Italy also comes the word of Signore Pagliai of Flor-
ence saying that the ‘‘respect des fonds™ 1s ““the only scien-
tific and natural principle, which should be followed to ren-
der illti‘lli;_[‘t-lll the researches of the historian.””™

3ir Henry Lyte, Deputy Keeper of the Publie Record Of-
fice of England, deseribes the records of that office as being
‘““kept pretty much according to the courls or offices from
which they came, more than according to the subject. They
are classified aceording to the place of origin.”"**

In our own country Mr. Leland, secretary of the American
Historical Association, writes: ‘‘The prineiple of the "respect
des fonds’ should be adhered to. In accordance with this
]}I'ill('i[llt* records should be so ;_{'l'nll[nwl that “lt'}." at once make
clear the processes by which they have come into existence.
Archives are the produet and record of the performance of
its funections by an organic body and they should faithfully
reflect the workings of that organism. No decimal system of
classification. no refined methods of library seience, no purely
chronological or purely alphabetical arrangement can be suc-
cessfully applied to the classification of archives.””™
Dr. Dunbar Rowland, director of the Mississipp1 Depart-

nent of Archives and History, maintains that ‘“the objeet to

1

e attained in the arrangement of all governmental archives

is to classify them in such a manner that the documents wili
tell the story, in an historical way, of the progress and de-
velopment of the state and its people from the beginning.’’**

Dr. Thomas Owen, of Alabama, has adopted the source
principle in the arrangement of the archives of that state and
says that thus far he has never had any question as to the
wisdom of this course.”

Professor Eugene C, Barker of the University of Texas cites
the following incident, which shows a decided legal disad-
vantage which would resnlt from a departure from this
method of classification: ‘*We found that in a lawsuit that
came up recently, a man wanted to prove a claim by a certain

document that had been transferred from the state depart-
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ment to the library and before that document could be pro-
duced in evidence. the defendant had to prove the history of
the document. The judge, in other words, wanted to know
how that document came to be 1n the |i|ll'£il‘}'; wanted to be
nerfectly sure that it was the identical doecument.”™

At the International Conegress of Archivists and Librarians
held in Brussels in 1910, the following resolution was
mln]slml: “Hl*HtlI\'n*i]. that the '|!I‘illt'i|rt' de la [H‘H\'i‘lliill{'if!
(respect des fonds) be adopted for the arrangement and 1n-
ventorying of archives, with a view to the logieal classifica-
tion of separate documents as well as in the interest of com-
prehensive historical study.””™

The prineciple ‘respect des fonds’ we may say then is the
established principle of archival classification today. In ""A
Report on the Publiec Archives’’ submitted to the trustees of
l[owa 1n

the State Library and Historical Department of
1906." Prof. Benjamin F. Shambaugh presented the follow-
ing outlines as leading up to a proper classification of the
archives of that state. These outlines are a very simple and
conerete illustraticn of the prineiple ‘respeet des fonds’
adapted to the archives of lowa.
Outlines of Classification for the Archives of lowa.
By B. F. Shambaugh."

[-—Primary classification for lowa.
r State

Public Archives
l.ocal

IT—Formal classification for lowa.
r Printed
Public Archives .
| Manuscript

111—-Historical classification for lowa.
r Period of the Territory
Public Archives J Period of the 1st Constitution

i

. Period of the 2d Constitution

They present four classifications of the records. The first
or primary classification provides for the separation of state
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