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In a Stately Grecian Temple at Washington Will Be Gather
Preserved the Documentary Records of American Histo
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the American Revolution is here in
two copies, an exchange copy sent
from England and signed by
George III, and the original signed
by D. Hartley for England, and
by John Adams, John Jay and B,
Franklin for the United States with
a decisiveness in the signatures
which tells its own story. That, ap-
parently, is the custom of treaties
—t0 have an original which is the
actual paper that negotiating dele-
gates fight over and sign, and an
exchange copy sent by each country
to the other as a sort of memorial.
The latter is frequently a very fine
plece of bookmaking, bound in
velvet, decorated with gold, lying
i its own velvet box. In this par-
ticular instance the parchment is
held by a red and gold cord and
tassel ending in a silver box which
has the great seal of England on
the cover, and holds & beeswax
reproduction of the personal seal of
George III.
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F modern treaties, the Kellogg
Pact is very picturesque. End-

Ing no war, but designed in
the hope of preventing such con-
flicts, it has about it an air of es-

tablished content which is belied by'

the nervousness of its signatures. It

|

iIs bound in green morocco decorat-l
ed with gold and it is deposited in|

a silk-lined box of the same mate-
rial. Printed, this one, in French
and English on opposite pages, red
margined, tied with a red ribbon
and a gold cord. It bears fifteen
names and seals representing signa-
tory countries, and those signatures
—the nervous hand of Kellogg, the
shaking tracery of Australia’s Mec-
Lachlan, of [taly’'s Manzoni—tell
their own tale of the strain that
must have prevailed during the
making of the pact and of the emo-
tion that gripped statesmen when
they came to the final symbolic act
of signing it.

Another long roll of parchment
contains a treaty with Siam signed
in 1833 and written in Siamese,
Portuguese, Chinese and English,
running lengthwise in paralle] col-
umns —a work of art whose fine
tracery and Oriental intricacy of
decoration are so fascinating that
One forgets to read the plain Eng-
lish meaning of it.

It is as exotic, as foreign to our
daily ways, as a certain letter that
Burma sent over on a fine parch-
ment roll, decorated in gold leaf
and flowing lines of red, written in
subtly rounded characters that sug-
Best the stylized dances of the
Cambodians, and contained in an
Ivory box tipped with a carved lotus
bud. Even in English translation
there is & hint of the rich complex-
ity conveyed by the handling of it.

"“We, who are the Ministers and
generals of the King of Burma,"
it reads, ‘“‘the Overlord of all the
kings of Orient, the Most Powerful
Sun-Rising King, the Lord of Sad-
dan Elephant King, the Lord of Many
White Elephants, and the Great
Righteous Ruler; and we who are
doing homage to the King by bow-
Ing our heads to his Golden Feet
which are like the Paduma lotus
flowers, write this letter to the
President and Ministers who are
the rulers of both Washington and
the countries of the West " After
asking for a treaty of friendship
and commerce, it says shyly: “‘If
the treaty is made between Burma
and America, and if it be lasting

Sons to grandsons, and from
grandsons to great-grandsons, there
will be advantages both for traders
and common people.”’
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ASCINATING as treaties are,
F there are other treasures here.

Ceremonial letters from for-
eign rulers which give the whole
flavor of a time more richly than
ever historian was able to present
it to his readers. Letters to George
Washington in stately Spanish from
that Carlos whom Goya painted,
signed ‘“Vuestro buen amigo." Vol-

umes of bound letters from France,
which in the swing of phrases, the
engraving on letterheads, the signa-
tures, tell the whole story of that
cataclysm that was the French Rev-
olution.

Louis XVI used to write to Wash-
ington as though they were per-
sonal friends — telling him of the
death of the dauphin, of a marriage
In which he should be interested, of
the birth of a princess. Then
comes a letter not signed by the
chatty Louis nor written in familiar
phrases. A burning, pompous,
frantic letter carrying the name of
Robespierre and other "“"Repre-
sentantes du Peuple Frangaise,"
written on paper that bears not the
slogan which is familiar but an
earlier and more sinister one:
“Liberté, Egalité, ou la Mort."
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K movement to put these

treasures and their fellows into

safe and adequate storage be-
gan almost as soon as the seat of
government was moved from New
York and Philadelphia to Washing-
ton. Like any housewife, the United
States has always been needing
Spare rooms and more closet space.
As early as March 27, 1810, which
was 124 years before the Archives
Bill was passed, a committee re-
ported that they found ‘‘all the
public records and papers, belong-
ing to the adoption of the present
Constitution of the United States,
in a state of great disorder and ex-
posure; and in a situation neither
safe nor convenient, nor honorable
to the nation. Your committee,
therefore, are of opinion that pro-
vigion ought to be made, without
delay, for their preservation and
orderly arrangement."’

They were then in a building
“west of the President's house,’’
which housed the State, War, Navy
and Postoffice Department, the
superintendent of the city and the
surveyor. The committee recom-
mended three additional fireproof
rooms to take care of them.

It was a modest recommendation,
but not carried out until three hun-
dred times three fireproof rooms
would be too few. All sorts of things
happened meanwhile. The British
burned the Capitol and the Presi-
dent’'s house, and with them what-
ever papers Dolly Madison failed to
save in her famous red trunk. The
Treasury was burned and reburned,
and a whole seriés of fires still left
Congress as placid as a certain offi-
cial in the Archives of the Indies at
Seville who, showing tourists a
blank wall space Iin a room that
was otherwise lined with priceless
parchment-wrapped bundles of six-
teenih-century documents, said
blithely, ‘““Those were burned a few
months ago. But it doesn't madtter.

We have plenty more."
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HE nation went on collecting
papers. In 1878 the then Quar-
termaster General actually
drew a plan of an Archives Build-
ing with a water tower in the cen-
Ten years later the State De-
partment appointed a Custodian of
Rolls and Manuscripts who actually
set about the task of sorting, re-
pairing and mounting what he
found there. The Constitution was
In six or eight separate sheets, each
rolled into a tin box. Philosophic
Mmanuscripts of Franklin’s were
torn, stained and muddy from the
Butters of Philadelphia where the
soldiers of Sir William Howe had
flung them when they took the ity
and sacked the house.

How these things were to be re-
paired, no one knew. But Congress
appropriated a little money; for-
eign methods were studied; a com-
mercial firm did some of the work,
and then taught the delicate tech-
nique to women trained in the Gov-
ernment Printing Office.

The new Archives Building is the
crown and fruit of all this effort.
For it the Bureau of Standards
has made special studies of the
various kinds of paper and how
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best to preserve them.
enemies of paper—sun ight and
humidity, termites, eﬁ‘kmachaa.
silverfish, bookworms,
acidity in the air—and tells how
best to combat them. |

The building is to have its alr
washed with an alkaline solution
"to remove acidie contamination’’
which might get into
Spaces. Its temperature will be
kept within a degree of 80 F. in
the Summer and 70 F. in he Winter
—8& compromise between [the needs
of paper and the needs df humans
working with it. The hu idity will
be kept at 55 per cent in storage
Spaces and 45 per cent in work-
rooms. °

It 18 much easier to atlt up this
paper paradise than to decide what
iIs to go into it. Not ¢ ly must
there be a steadfast weed ng out of
the apparently unimportant, with
its always possible cor llary of
neglecting some paper which the
future may render vital
must also be gentle persuasion tact-
fully applied to departmeits which
would like to get rid of recent ac-

parting from their treasures.
That problem lies in the hands
of the governors of the nTw build-
ing—the Archivist, and a National
Archives Commission, wh g duties
are defined in the long-pending
Archives Bill which was pas
the last Congress in the |
of its life.
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“I've found 100 Uses for
SCOTIDWELS in my Kitchen”
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® "My husband Im or
SAYS Scnt'l‘ow-ll&m
are simply ‘swell’

for cleaning upr‘xm”

after a dirty job
on the car.” w
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2 rolls—28¢
(180 towels
per roll)
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THE BOOK OF KNOWLEDGE

2 West 45 St

15
FOR LOVERS OF HOMES & GARDENS

Will you accept Town & Country's |
invitation to visit the smartest. most|

exclusive homes in America ? Will you

come with us into the loveliest gardens

of the land, and talk with those who

made them ? = Nw
for yourlk
. Y o X

You will find priceless ideas
1

own home and garden) _

Only Town & Country, of all theli®
magazines published, could take youj.s
within such walls. Those whose houses |
and gardens are described and pictured |
in its pages, would not allow publica
tion elsewhere.

Town & Country
8 Months for $3

Town & Country is the only illustrated
semi-monthly magazineof society, coun-
try life, the fine arts, travel and sports.

It brings suggestions all home-lovers
will appreciate. I'n addition. it tells the
doings of society—reviews books. plays and films—and reports events in
the world of sports. Its pages on travel are world famous.

The regular yearly subscription price of Town & Country is $7.50. The
single-copy price is 50¢, This special offer, good for a short time only, brings
you eight months, 16 issues. for only $3. Mail the coupon now.

THE LOWEST PRICE EVER OFFERED

Town & Country, 572 Madison Avenue, New York, N. Y. Dept. T™M 102124

Please send me Town & Country for eight months (16 Issues) at
| enclose check (). Charge this and bill me later [

the special reduced rate of 23,

a

Name Addresa

~Satle
( Please print name and address)
Regular yearly subscription price 87 50 in U. N, and seasions, (anadian,
,z;rr:;m rates will be supplied on request.

City

Pan American and

ECONOMICAL ADVERTISING
MEDIUM
R.

FREE TO PARENTS

Beautiful Booklet

from the New Edition of Consumer

Census of New York has de-
veloped the fact that THE
NEW YORK TIMES is the most
economical medium through
which advertisers may reach
familles that spend most in this
2,000,000,000 market.—Advt.

The Children’s Eunqlwfdm
Address Dept. T-14

THE GROLIER SOCIETY
New York

(A neighborly chat with
Mzs.HoMmer Umnn,ofoudu.N. J.)
“I HATED using damp kitchen

cloths—and they were ruining
my hands. Then about a month
ago, I happened to see a roll of

ScotTowels in a friend’s kitchen
and decided to try them.

“My, what a difference they
magde! Now I find myself using
ScotTowels for all sorts of odd
Jobs—drying off fruits and vege-
tables, draining bacon, wiping
the stove, polishing glassware,
cleaning the ice box, dusting, etc.,
etc. Honestly, I don’t see how I
ever got along without them!”

PAPER TOWELS. 150 in a roll. Soft, absorbent —
strong. Made of “thirsty fibre,” they really dry. These
ScotTowels are always clean and fresh when needed.
Just tear off —use—then throw away. Don’t let damp
kitchen rags coarsen and redden your hands. Put a roll
of ScotTowels in your kitchen today. See for yourself
how practical they are. On sale at grocery, drug and de-
partment stores. Or write Scott Paper Co., Chester, Pa.

SPECIAL OFFER —:n rarm co
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