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The stack room at the Hall of
Records contains three miles of shelves,
N | besides a large catalogue room for
index cards and similar small records. i
The room is fireproof, the doors lead- | . 1
ling into it containing asbestos, which, b PG : ‘ | | . I
when the door is shut, drops into| | . -~
! grooves at the top and bottom of each
ldoor. An air-conditioning plant in the|;
basement keeps the air in the six~-tier
stack room at an even temperature
land humidity.
t Electric Book Elevator
| An e'ectrically-operated book ele-
vator allows the records to be sent
1lto the various rooms with dispatch.
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Good Selection

The appointment of Dr. James Alex-
ander Robertson as archivist of the Hall
of Records at Annapolis will give satis-

HALL OF RECORDS

The new Hall of Records at Annapolis, built by the State of
faction to everyone at all familiar with Maryland as a: T'ercentenary menmqm and now nearing completion
the Interest and historical value of the $ & oost of §300,000,.18 She first bullding erected by & Stats exeiv-
records in whi : sively for that purpose, according to the architect, Laurence Hall

n wirich he will work. Dr. Rob- Fowler. The meeting room of the Maryland Historicai Society was
ertson is a trained archivist of many . crowded Monday night, when Mr, Fowler gave a talk on the new Hall
years' experience, and is the author of of Records. The talk was illustrated with lantern slides of photo-

many historical works and editor of sev- graphs an‘d architectural plans.
Mr., Fowler pointed out that planning the building involved nu-

eral Importar lectic : | |
P pt ant collections of historical merous problems for which there was no precedent. The building
iments, had to afford every modern facility for the storage of priceless rec-
If the Hall of Records is to become ' ords, even _m air-conditioning and the exclusion of sunlight, vet it
olfloor of the hall above this work=|C a useful historical {pstitution, it 1s par- had "(0 L‘U;]Hﬂ:ﬂ e 0““‘“’“”‘,"‘”f““mﬂn('ﬂ to the old buildings on St.
t | the east side of the build~- |g ticularly important that 1 . | John's campus. Also, the building had to be large enough for its pur-
room, along the e: : = | : ] portant that Its career be pose and still not dwarf the small Colonial buildings nearby. Appar-
ing. The west side of the first floor 1S |k launched by one thoroughly grounded ently, Mr., Fowler has met these requirements.
, |given over to a research or Hﬁlel“ﬂ in the technique of eviiluating the raw Mr. Fowler was followed by Arthur Trader, of the Land Offices
2 |lroom, filled n..un_h m:iho‘guny m- :.s: s materials of history. A merely senti- &t Annapolis, who is in charge of the records. Mr. Trader compared
and chairs of antique resign. On_e..u.h mental interest in Marvland hist 1 the careless handling of public records in the early history of the
s|table is a four-poster old-fashioned S ok h '11] g e SLOTY 18 State with the minute concern and attention devoted to them today.
brass lamp. A conference room opens gA. ese records have been He also told of the great documentary treasures which will be stored

from the research room. . scattered in many places, have never been in the new building, readily accessible to the lawver, the title search-

Entering the hugh Colonial entrance| . properly cared for despite their great er, '_L’l“ lll“f“{"?in. the Hi*llﬂ:llr)ﬂlﬂt‘_fintl'tht‘-.- Ef.lildf“llt_ .
of the hall, the visitor steps into a Miss Caroline V. Davidson read a paper on the early French

Interest, and have never been classified
) . [ T i P tl_ % a 'l ’ . " . 14‘. i - q
lobby lined with elzctrically lightec settlers of Baltimore, with particular reference to Maximilian Gode-

S|The entire room is brilliantly illumi-
nated and interconnected with the

ather rooms by telephone and voice

tubes.
One room in the hasement of the|c

hall is filled with photostatic and blue=|]g
- | printing apparatus for the use of the
e |Land Office. |
t| The Land Office and the L‘n‘nnnm:-:-]
r lsioner's office are located on the first |¢]

:ﬂf: arranged with regard to their his- froy. Miss Davidson has unearthed a great deal of data about Gode-
orial and iIntrinsie value. The task of froy, who is best known, perhaps, as the designer of the Battle Mon-

assembling them properly is technieal ument in Calvert streect,

work of a high order. The commission, Both Miss Davidson and Louis H. Dieiman, secretary of the So-

therefore, #id well to ignore the temnt ciety, pointed out that the story of the French settlers of early Balti-
. -— cmpta- more has been neglected by historians, although it offers a fruitful

tion to appoint a local man because he . nd interesting field. These settlers included political refugees from
was local and to go afield for the most | | ance, Acadians from Nova Scotia and fugitives from the slave in-
able archivist that it could find. surrection in San Domingo. 4
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