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DR. ROBERTSON has pursued the elusive
toric documents through the musty
European capitals: he has ferreted
In American attics and cellars:
carried him to the Philippines and
to other countries. He is a collaborator in the
collection and publication of a massive m'fv-
five-volume work, “The ]]hlhl)]nmr Islands,

which i1s a compilation of manuscripts relat-
ang to Philippine history. Just now he is com-
pleting another study on “Philippine Cus-
tomary Law,” which includes both historical
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has worked in the archives of Portugal, Italy,
¥rance and England. He has engaged in his-
torical research for the Carnegie Institution
and has served as librarian of the Philippine
Library at Manila. More recently he
research professor of history at the John B.
Stetson University, at Deland, Fla
ecutive secretary of the State
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THE NEW MARYLAND ARCHIVIST has nof
had an opportunity to familiarize himsell
thoroughly with the status of existing Mary-
land records and so he 1s nof
discuss his plans in detail. He
documents of the Land Office
back to 1637. and
variety of
past has been a sort of general repo
These records, together with those of
Court of Appeals, form the nucleus of
Maryland archives and Dr. Robertson
that his preliminary examination has con-
wvinced him that the Land Office records are in
remarkably fine condition.

Considering the limited facilities available
in the past, he adds, the custodians of
land records have done an excellent
"Ancient documents, many of which have
sulfered partial destruction, have
paired expertly; others which are too fragile
to be handled have been photostated and the
originals put away carefully, For this work,
which has rescued many a valuable paper
from destruction, Dr. Robertson pays
cial tribute to Arthur Trader, chief clerk of

d¢ Land Office and for years the State's

jef authority on the rich contents of that
nce.

While his plans for carrying out the duties
of his new position are still in a formative
stage, Dr. Robertson has some very definite
ideas as to the general policy under which
the Hall of Rccords will be operated. The
duties of an archivist, he says, may be lumped
under three heads. It is his job to find ancient
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land is an exceptional State, many valuable
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edly, are collectors who value
of their treasures;
of ancient records h}* inheritance or ]I}' accCle
dent and these may or may not know whal
they have. Dr. Robertson hopes that many oi
these privately owned papers will find their
way to the Hall Records. This new State
institution 1s t‘lll]mWi'l'L't] to receive giits out-
right. but the individual who wishes to insure
the preservation of his collection may deposif
it in the Hall without in any way relinquishing
title control, He may even stipulate the
conditions under which such material is to be
used.

Once records have been placed in the cus-
tody of the Maryland archivist, either by giit
or by deposit, the next job is to see that they
are safe. This, really, is a complicated busi-
ness. In the first place the repository must
be as nearly fire proof as it can be made
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There are rare documents, Dr,
Robertson points out, which should never
he used h}.' the ]thlit at large even alter
they have received the attentions of the re-
storer. The archivist does not count time in
years, but in centuries, and even the most
efficient methods of repair will not enable
an old paper to withstand the wear and tear
of many years of handling, Such documents
should be photostated and then put away
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The Marvland records, either originals
or fa will be generally available for
anyone who has a legitimate interest in them,
It will of course, to exercise
a measure of supervision over their use,
the purpose of the Hall of Records would be
defeated if the treasures were to be leit to
document thieves and vandals,
whether veterans or novices. For the more
casual visitor, the Hall is equipped with dis-
play cases by means of which Dr. Robertson
plans to portray, through original documents,
some of the interesting pages of Maryland
history. The displays will be ch: (e
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rae building which will house Maryland's
archives, Dr. Robertson says, is admirably
suited its purpose, The six tiers of stacks
which run up the center of the structure are
fireproof and the air-conditioning within the
stacks will relieve the custodian of the fear
that documents will be destroyed by too much
dampness in summer and too little in win-
ter. Study rooms, a conference room and
executive offices are arranged conveniently
about the central stacks and an electric book-
lift will the delivery of material
from the stacks to the rooms.
he completed his plans for the
buiiding. Laurence Hall Fowler, the architect,
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structure many practical details which
have used elsewhere and some which
are to be found nowhere but in Annapolis
and in the new National Archives Building
in Washington. Those familiar with the
problems involved in storing rare documents
say that the Maryland Hall of Records,
the purely practical point of view. 18
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ployed to make the building look smalier,
The concealed roof, the architect adds
typical of the colonial period, but it wa
unknown 1n days. He found several
reproductions of structures of this type in
books dating back to colomal times

Fe
THE INTERIOR OF THE BUILDING carries out
the colonial idea in design and, sometimes. in
actual material. Some of the floors are made
of boards taken from old Maryland homes,
Lighting fixtures and lamps are either old or
are reproductions of colonial designs. The

furniture in the main study room and in some
Continued on next page
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