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BY PROF. W. H. McINTOSH.

It was a region of solitary log cabins, stinted improvements, dark forests, and dreaded fever-
chills. It 4s a land of heauty, enterprise, and prosperity. Nowhere in all this field of progress
has the hand of improvement effected a more rapid change or found a soil making better returns
for its labors.

PREFATORY.

To DELINEATE the progress of development whereby so great a change as from
a forest to a rich and prosperous community has been accomplished, to preserve
an enduring record of life and feature of Wayne's pioneers and leading men, and
to illustrate their success, for their honor and for future reference, is the primary
object of this volume.

A Roman tradition relates that on one occasion a certain unknown woman
appeared unheralded in the presence of Romulus, Rome’s first ruler, and proffered
for sale, at a high price, nine large volumes of manuseript, time-worn and closely
written. The king declined to buy. The sibyl departed, burned three books, re-
turned, and demanded for the six volumes the original price of the nine. Again
she met refusal, and during a brief absence burned other three volumes, and once
again appearing, asked for the remaining three the price of the former nine.
Struck by this singular action, the king paid the demand, received the books, and
the woman disappeared. These manuscripts were found to contain wise and salu-
tary statutes of great value, and it was a lasting regret that the first offer had been
so unfortunately declined.

History repeats itself. Pioneers and their immediate descendants are yet
living in Wayne County,—a remainder of that band whose early efforts laid the
foundation for the present superstructure of society. Full, complete record was
possible of all that pertained to early settlement, but not till few are left is the
original demand accepted and the legacy secured. Herein is essayed no story of
romance nor delineations of fiction, but a plain, unvarnished tale of aboriginal,
proprietor, settler, and descendant upon those vast estates, now counties, which
formed a portion of an original and far-extending solitude. TLocal happenings are
pleasant recollections, and the association in county and village annals of ancestral
names clothes them with an imperishable interest. The scenes of early adventure,
the sites of early improvements, the organization of pioneer churches, schools,
societies, and town meetings, the survey of primitive roads, the labor to improve
the navigation of the Ganargwa, and the platting of village sites early and
prematurely, later and successfully, the subsequent growth and resultant advan-
tages, are themes of no ordinary importance, scarcely realized as yet but invaluable
in the future.

Composing areas of Ontario and Onondaga remote from their capitals, Wayne’s
early history is blended with them; but the histories of towns are distinet and
comprehensive, their summary is the Wayne of to-day. Herein we essay to
exhibit the title from the Indian, through States, proprietors, and settlers, to the
citizens. The beneficence of a State to her defenders is recalled in the military
lands of eastern Wayne, Indian treaty and New England enterprise are portrayed
in the Phelps and Gorham purchase, while the bold, dangerous movements of the
Lessee Company are remembered and perpetuated by the Gore between the lands
of Cayuga and Ontario.

The wealth of Wayne was vested in her soil, but her surface was a savage wild
stretching unbroken and interminable southward from the lake, along whose shores
2
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the bateaux of the British moved to the attack upon Niagara, and off whose
coast the fleet of Greorge sailed, threatening the scattered settlements along the bay.

It is eighty-eight years since Swift and Jenkins surveyed the lands about Pal-
myra. The time till now has been improved by husbandry and its auxiliaries.
The fields of Wayne have never been strewn with the slain ; it has not been a
battle-ground by foreign claimants, nor the scene of civil strife. «+ It has none the
less a history, honorable and instructive. We learn of proprietary purchases,
agents’ sales, isolated improvements, and individual enterprise. Memory recounts
the lonely pioneer life, the perilous journey, the struggles with privation and
disease, the voyage upon the Mud creek, the excavation of the canal, and the
construction and operation of railroads. Stimulated by necessity and incited by
hope, the pioneer is seen with unfaltering courage surmounting obstacles, accom-
plishing almost impossibilities, and ultimately realizing his highest anticipations.
Population is seen to increase, improvements thicken, and the machinery of local
government is devised and set in motion. Effort is stimulated by intelligent
agents, who advertise lands, extend periods of payment, and by a variety of im-
provements seek the development and settlement of the country. Buying at
nominal rates, and paying from the products of the soil, the enhanced valuation
has made surviving land-owners wealthy, and various influences of former and of
recent date have combined to make the county rich, populous, and prosperous.
Farms, large of area and ill worked, are divided up and carefully tilled ; cabin,
block-house, and the massive, unpainted frame have vanished, to give place to
brick, stone, and wood, handsome, commodious, and substantial, as evidenced by
typical illustrations in this volume. Prominent men, whose life and character
are here portrayed, are seen to have gradually created a manufacture and trade
unequaled in the world elsewhere. Puritanic in belief and practice, the settlers
acknowledged and reverenced God, and from village and hamlet rise the spires of
churches, emblems of Christian faith and devotion. To move his produce the
farmer sought the merchant, who was a manufacturer, and he in turn requiring
funds, banks were organized, individual and associated, and with varying fortunes
the financial interests were upheld until a permanence was reached in the national
system now in use.

The press early enters upon its eductive career, and, changing in proprietors,
titles, and politics, gradually advances in machinery, mechanical execution, and
true journalism to its present influential and honorable position. All in all, our
outline presents a compendium of important and interesting events depicting
pioneer life, rendering tribute of merit to the most worthy, perpetuating by por-
traits well-known features, and presenting in beautiful views accumulative evi-
dence of taste, judgment, and competence won by thrift.

Essentially peaceful, mainly rural, though pioneer of a chain of fine villages,
Wayne County presents a history for compilation which we trust will be of interest
to the general reader, while it must be invaluable to the inheritor of the old farm
upon which the father toiled, and to the occupant of the homestead in which the
mother spun and wove. The citizen also who cherishes a laudable pride in the
proper representation of the standing of his community will scan these pages with
no careless gaze, since they are fraught with recent memories which are destined
to augment in value as the retrocessions of time place them in the dim back-
ground of the irremediable past.

7
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CHAPTER L

TRADITIONAL AND AUTHENTICATED DISCOVERIES; CLAIMS BASED UPON THE
LATTER —HUDSON THE PIONEER—THE PATROONS—ENGLISH SUPREMACY
—FIRST COLONIAL ASSEMBLY —ROYAL GOVERNORS AND COLONIAL INDE-
PENDENCE A CAUSE OF WESTERN MIGRATION,.

TEN centuries had elapsed since the Scythians from the north had swept with
fire and sword the Roman empire of the west, and on its mighty ruins upreared
novel institutions. Yet was geography unstudied, the western world was un-
known, and Europe’s commercial highway to the Indies led through the Red Sea.
Plato had told a marvelous tale of an Atlantic island, Anaxarchus had affirmed
the existence of a new world, and Aristotle had written of countries existing in
the Western Ocean. Biarn, son of Heriol, an Icelander, discovered America in
1001, and a settlement was made at Vinland, as the northmen named the coasts
of Massachusetts and Rhode Island. Years passed and the knowledge was lost.
Spanish Arabians claim a diseovery in 1140 ; the Venetians in 1486 ; but not
till 1492 was the discovery substantiated, and a western passage accomplished.
On October 12, 1492, Christopher Columbus, or Colon, as he named himself,
being in the service of Spain, concluded a daring and unrivaled voyage westward
by the discovery of land off the east coast of Florida, and won the honor of
opening a highway over the broad Atlantic. Spain confined her conquests and
explorations to regions bordering upon the Gulf of Mexico; her swarms of
adventurers traversed the Mississippi and its tributaries, and sought for precious
metals, while the barren and unpromising northward coast was left to the inves-
tigation of other powers. The territory embraced in part by the present State
of New York was claimed by three European nations, who founded their title in
the rights of discovery and possession, and who severally yielded only to the supre-
macy acquired by military predominance.

That heterogeneous and hostile colonies should eventually unite to form a self-
governing, free people, such as are the United States, may well cause the most
thoughtless at this crisis of our existence to ponder upon the past and present, and
so take hope for the future. A new right was asserted,—the right of discovery.
.Authorized by letters patent from Henry VII., John Cabot, a Venetian, in com-
pany with his son Sebastian, set sail on a voyage of discovery. With no port to
make, he continued westward till the sterile, desolate coast of Labrador came in
view on June 24, 1497, and thus by an Italian mariner England became the dis-
coverer of the continent of North America. Sailing southward, with oecasional
landings, Cabot reached the capes of Chesapeake bay, and thence returned to an-
nounce his success. The uniform national desire to discover a shorter route to the
Indies found expression in fruitless effort, but resulted in explorations of much
importance. In 1498, Sebastian Cabot made a second voyage for purposes of
traffic. Inclement weather drove him to southward exploration, and his vessels
sailed along the coast from Newfoundland to Florida, and gave color to the Eng-
lish claim of ownership to a territory eleven degrees in width and westward an
unknown extent.

Francis I. of France, hoping to reap commercial advantages from the wonder-
ful discoveries in the west, now emulated the enterprise of Spain and England
by fitting out an expedition under command of Jean de Verrazand, a Florentine.
Sailing in 1524, this mariner, in frail barks, coasted the continent over two thou-
sand miles, trafficked with the natives, discovered the bay of New York, and was
the first European to tread the soil of what is now the Empire State. Cordially
treated by the natives of the new country, their disregard of right was illustrated
by abducting individuals, and then, turning their prows eastward, return was
accomplished and French title in the western world was established.

The memory of strange visitors in winged ships had become traditional among
the Iroquois when, on September 4, 1609, Henry Hudson, an Englishman in the
employ of the Dutch East India Company, discovered and entered the noble stream
bearing his name, and ascended the river to a point near Albany. His vessel—
the “ Half-Moon,” a bark of eighty tons burden—was viewed with astonishment
by crowds of Maguaas or Mohawks, and the crew of eighteen men were received
with acts of adoration as being the messengers of the Manitou.

Opening a traffic with the natives, there were obtained the products of the
land, consisting of Indian corn, beans, grapes, pumpkins, and tobacco; in return
were given cheap baubles and spirituous liquors. Thus was civilization’s introdue-
tion to barbarism marked by the advent of intoxication, and the parting by unpro-
voked massacre, derogatory to the fame of bold, intrepid mariners. Returning to
England, Hudson sent his employers an account of his services, was engaged by
the English, and sent in search of a northwest passage to the Pacific. He dis-
covered the immense bay which bears his name, sailed to its western limits, and
there met his death at the hands of a mutinous crew.

Holland claimed, under Hudson's discovery, the territory from Cape Cod to the

southern shore of Delaware bay, and to that country are we indebted for the ger-
minal settlement of New York. To this thrice-discovered region the Dutch gave
the name of New Netherlands, and in 1810 sent a trading-vessel to the Hudson
river. Three years later four houses were built on Manhattan island, while trading-
boats traversed every stream and inlet for miles around. In 1614 right was given
to all original discoverers of American land to make four voyages thither for trade,
and the result was a thorough exploration of the coast. During this year the
Dutch purchased ground on the Hudson and erected two forts,—one at the head
of navigation, below Albany, the other on the south point of Manhattan island.
Agents were sent in all directions among the Indian tribes, to confirm amity and
secure traffic, and in 1618, at a point near Albany, a treaty was made with the
Flive Nations, which the Dutch strove to make enduring, and which the later
English colonists seconded assiduously and successfully. ¢ The Dutch,” said the
Iroguois, ““ are our brethren ; we have but one council-fire with them ; a covenant
chain unites us as one flesh.”

In 1623 Fort Orange was erected within the present limits of Albany, and
in the year following Peter Minuit arrived as the first director of New Nether-
lands, and with him came families from the Belgian frontier, known as Walloons.
At their settlement near Manhattan island, in June, 1625, Sarah de Rapelja was
born. She was the first child of European parentage born in New York. Staten
Island was purchased in 1626, from the Indians, for twenty-four dollars, and Fort
Amsterdam erected thereon. Wouter Van Twiller, a relative of Van Rensselaer,
succeeded Minuet in 1633, and with him came Rev. Everardus Bogardus, the
first minister, and Adam Roelandsen, the first school-master, to the colony.

We notice that this settlement had its origin in the conveniences of trade, and
as the inhabitants were in the employ of the Dutech company, that association
attempted the exercise of feudal authority. By contract, any party who within
four years should plant a colony of fifty persons, all above fifteen years of age,
within the limits of New Netherlands, was entitled to a grant of lands sixteen
miles in length and of indefinite width. These proprietors of tracts so acquired
were called patroons, of whom Samuel Godyn, Samuel Bluement, M. Pauw, and
Kilian Van Rensselaer were the first and most prominent. The last-named bought
from Indian owners the lands extending along the Hudson, from Fort Orange or
Albany, to an island at the mouth of the Mohawk, and made his payment in
goods. His colonists were ill adapted to the hardships and requirements of the
new country. :

Sir William Kieft arrived at New Amsterdam in 1638, and acted as director or
governor of the colony. His intemperate and ill-advised acts aroused the Indians
to retaliation, and an ensuing war brought the colony to the verge of destruction.
Peace was concluded by the powerful intervention of the Mohawks, in the year
1645, at which period Kieft was recalled. By his permission many English
families had located on Long Island, and there not only exercised an indepen-
dence in action but instilled like sentiments in the minds of their neighbors, and
prepared them for a-bloodless revolution. Peter Stuyvesant, Kieft's successor,
attempted to restrict the colonists in the exercise of their assumed rights, and, in
1653, a convention of delegates from the various settlements met at New Amster-
dam, and without avail petitioned for redress of grievances.

This refusal was the knell of Dutch administration. On March 30, 1664,
Charles IL., of England, ignoring Holland’s right, granted the whole of New
Netherlands to his brother James, the Duke of York and Albany. A fleet was
sent out under command of Admiral Nicholas, and the warlike Stuyvesant, un-
supported by the people, was forced to capitulate, and the right of discovery and
occupation gave way to the right of might. The name of the colony was changed
to New York, the settlement at New Amsterdam took the same name, and Fort
Orange was called Albany. The Dutch and English colonists had hailed the
change of government with satisfaction, but soon found themselves at issue with
the representatives of English authority. Colonel Nichols, the first English
governor, administered till 1667 with ability, moderation, and justice. Under his
management an unsuccessful attempt was made to determine the New York and
Connecticut boundaries, and on June 12, 1666, New York city received its
charter. The administration of Nichols was succeeded by that of Francis Love-
lace. The latter arbitrarily imposed duties, levied taxes, and controlled legisla-
tion. Defrauded of their means, and denied their rights, the people raised reve-
nues under officers appointed by themselves, and, while united upon measures of
common benefit, never ceased a jealous observance and timely resistance to tyran-
nical measures. Thirty years had elapsed since the first demand of the colonists
for a voice in their own government, and, in October, 1683, the first colonial
assembly for the province of New York held session. The charter of liberties
asserted that ¢“supreme legislative power shall forever reside in the governor,
council, and people met in general assembly. Every freeholder and freeman shall
vote for representatives without restraint. No freeman shall suffer but by judg-
ment of his peers, and all trials shall be by a jury of twelve men. No tax shall
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be assessed on any pretense whatever but by consent of the assembly. No sea-
man or soldier shall be quartered on the inhabitants against their will. No martial
law shall exist. No person professing faith in God by Jesus Christ shall at any
time be anyways disquieted or questioned for any difference of opinion.” Colonel
Thomas Dongan was the royal governor at this time, and was supported by a
couneil of ten members. The general assembly elected by the people consisted of
eighteen representatives, who, exercising a discretionary power over appropriations
for support of government, checked extravagance on the one hand and protected
the people on the other. The French settlers of Canada persistently attempted the
destruction of the Knglish colony, and, but for the vigor of the confederate
Indians, who, apparently friendly to the latter and really hostile to the former,
held the French in check, would have succeeded. The governors, arbitrary of
control and impotent in protective measures, brought the colony into eontempt,
and the alienation of the Froguois was only prevented by the energy and resolu-
tion of Peter Schuyler, mayor of Albany. Under his leadership the Indians not
only guarded the provinee from hostile incursions but, in 1692-93, checked their
establishment of a chain of interior forts from the lakes to the gulf. Benjamin
Fletcher, then governor, promptly responding to calls for help to repel French
invasion of the Mohawk country, won credit from the people and the attachment
of the Siz Nations. Changes and revolutions agitating Iingland extended their
influence to the province, and gave rise to an event heavily freighted with con-
sequences connected with the relations between the two classes,—the proprietors
and the people. The summary execution of Jaeob Leisler and Jacob Milbourne,
his son-in-law, on the ground of unwarranted assumption and retention of power,
opened a bridgeless chasm between the people, whose situation entitled them to
consideration, and the reckless representatives of kingly authority, who aimed at
a complete usurpation of power and privilege. The feelings of resentment and
estrangement, originating in the cruel and causeless death of popular leaders,
deepened in intensity and burst into flame upon the breaking out of the Revolu-
tion. Jacob Leisler, as the opponent of tyranny, the leader of the freeholders of
New York, and a martyr to the cause of liberty, was the founder of a party, and
as such fully deserves honorable mention in this brief history. Civil war raged
with unwonted rigor in New York during the continuance of the Revolution.
Whigs and Tories, ranged in nearly equal numbers, chafed at defeat and exulted
in victory, while their encounters were desperate and merciless. Hastern New
York was the theatre of important actions. The defeat on Long Island inangu-
rated a season of gloom and depression, which deepened with the loss of forts
upon the Hudson ; but the capture of Burgoyne at Saratoga changed those feelings
to those of hope and resolution, which never faltered while an enemy kept the
field. Contending with oppression, faction, and poverty, the thickly-settled
regions along the Hudson were involved in controversy respecting rents. The
feudal tenure was abolished in 1787. In December, 1839, the people organized
to resist civil processes for the collection of rent, but dispersed without a collision
with the authorities. In 1850 the * Quarter Sales,” in which the landlord
claimed a part of the purchase-money at each transfer of a lease, was decided by
the supreme court to be unconstitutional. The effort fo plant upon American
soil European custom has ever been attended by mischievous tendencies, and re-
sulted in failure. It is instructive to note that the inability to own lands along
the Hudson was an influence to promote the emigration westward of men and
families inured to labor and patient amidst hardship. In Europe the unknown
regions west of Albany were claimed, as we have seen, by rival powers; but long
centuries had elapsed since the lands of Wayne had begun to be the home of a
people whose history, as our predecessors, is a subject of untiring interest. The
strife with England had ceased, the colonies had commenced the adjudication of
rights, as sovereign states and as a nation, while settlement began to turn west-
ward, We will anticipate their arrival in Ontario, and study the character of
the people whom it was their destiny to supplant. The deep foot-worn trail and
the occasional apple-orchard told of familiar intercourse, and of a population of
which a fragment only résains,

CHAPTER IL

THE ORIGIN OF THE CONFEDERATION KNOWN AS THE “SIX NATIONS''—TRIBAL
RELATIONS—CAUSE OF HOSTILITY TO THE FRENCH—INVASION OF IRO-
QUOIS TERRITORY—THE MASSACRES OF WYOMING AND CHERRY VALLEY
—THF. REPRISAL BY GENERAL SULLIVAN,; AND ITB RELATION TO SUBSE-
QUENT SETTLEMENT.

Or numerous tribes who inhabited America during the period of colonization,
there were none more conspicuous for power, bravery, and sagacity than the fro-

quots, later known as the Siz Nations. Driven from the vicinity of Montreal,

where they were overborne by the Adirondacks, the Iraguois migrated to central
New York, and located upon Seneca river, where they tilled the soil in a rude
manner, and, following the courses of the streams, became formidable upon the
war-path, A band removing eastward took the name of Mohawks. Two other
bands, long united, finally separated ; one—the Oneidas—established themselves
east of Oneida lake, the other—the Onondagas—located in the valley among the
hills in the county which commemorates their existence. Two bands dwelling upon
the Seneca river became divided, the Cayugas camping upon the east bank of the
lake bearing their name, and the Senecas, removing westward, settled at Nun-da-
wa-0, at the head of Canandaigua lake. - The scattered bands became alienated and
mutually inimical, and so ¢ontinued for an indefinite period. The idea of a league,
suggested by the Onondagas, was followed by a general assembly of tribal chiefs
upon the northern shores of Onondaga lake. The result of this action was the
institution of the leagne, which was founded on the principle of family relation-
ship. Fifty hereditary sachemships were created, each equal in rank, with joint
and co-extensive jurisdiction. Sachems were assigned to the various tribes, and
all united formed an oligarchy known as the ¢ Council of the Lieague.” TInde-
pendent in local, domestie, and matters mainly political, the tribal sachems were
to their own nation as all annually assembled were to the confederacy. Duties were
assigned to each nation, and in peace or war co-operation was required. The
result of the union was a growth of power and influence which rendered their
very name a terror, and, imbibing an ambition for conguest from their snccess,
they extended their control over many tribes, and won from English historians,
as a proper designation, the title of the  Romans of the West.” Their old op-
pressors, the Adirondacks, first experienced their prowess in a warfare which ter-
minated with little less than extirpation. During the deadly struggle, Samuel
Champlain, one of a French company formed at Rouen, in 1603, for purposes of
colonization, had founded colonies along the St. Lawrente, and erected a fort upon
the site of Quebec.  Years previously, Cartier had kidnapped three chiefs of the
Hurons and Algonguins and taken them to Europe. To obtain-Algonguin favor,
Champlain engaged, in 1609, in an expedition against.their enemies. Upon Lake
Champlain a party of froguois was met, and both bodies of armed men hastened
towards the shore to engage in battle. It was near Ticonderoga that the allies,
intrenching behind fallen timber, sent a messenger to know whether battle should
at once be joined, or deferred till the next day. The latter was decided upon.

As day approached, Champlain placed two Frenchmen and a part of the Algon-
quins in position to engage the Jroguois on their flank. Hach side, about two
hundred strong, armed with bows and arrows, felt assured of easy victory,—the
Iroquois from confidence in their prowess, and the A7gonquins from reliance upon
the fire-arms of their French allies. Abandoning their defensive position, the
allies advanced boldly upon the front of their enemy, and suddenly parting in two
badies right and left, disclosed the armed white men, who, simultaneously dis-
charging their arquebuses, aimed at the three chiefs, killed two, and badly wounded
the third. The allies, shouting, discharged their arrows, and starting in pursuit
of their terror-stricken foes, killed many and eaptured several, who became vie-
tims of their malice. The survivors, hastening homeward, related their strange and
fatal experience, and in the councils of the nation revenge upon the Frenchman
was decreed.

Little had Champlain realized the consequences of his impolitic and unpro-
voked attack, which embittered a powerful race against hiz countrymen, barred
the advance of the Jesuit, and created for the English an ally whose assistance
should enable them to hold their ground, and finally result in French overthrow.
From such light incidents emanate unforeseen results, and the fire-arm which
caused a primary defeat became, a century later, the potent agency by which the
Iroguois maintained their independence and became a scourge to the seftle-
ments. Supplied with the new weapon by the Dutch and English, the Zroguois
expelled the neuter mation from the Niagara peninsula in 1643, and founded a
permanent settlement at the mouth of the river.

Ten years later, a contest between the Senecas and Eries was terminated by
annihilation of the latter. Tt is said that a fierce battle was fought between
Canandaigua lake and the Genesee river. The Eries fled, having lost half their
number, to an island in the Alleghany, but being followed, they departed to other
regions, and logt their identity as a people.

Active in many a foray and battle, Indian tribes were nowhere too remote to be
safe from their attacks, and in 1700 the Zroguois had assumed a dominance over all
immediate races of Indian lineage. The French resorted by turns to negotiation,
armistice, and retaliation. One expedition sncceeded another into the villages of
the league, from which the oceupants temporarily withdrew to the forest, into
which pursuit was not attempted.

In 1684, De la Barre was appointed governor of New France. The policy of
intimidation had not been recognized as a failure, and the Frenchmen resolved to
gather an army, and, first attempting an alliance against the English, in the event
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of a failure to advance and devastate the Indian country. An army of somewhat
less than two thousand French and Indians was assembled during the month of
August on the borders of Ontario, whose miasmatic climate soon consigned a large
portion of the troops to the hospital and changed the plan of procedure. In hopes
to conceal the illness of his troops, and to secure a treaty, De la Barre sent for
chiefs of the tribes to hold a council. Garangula, an eminent Iroguois chief, es-
corted by a body of young warriors, met the marquis, and, as the representative of
the league, made a speech which, for eutting irony, graphic allusion, and deep
reasoning, is of rare excellence and of just celebrity. The expedition began in
bravado, continued in weakness, and ended in ridicule, and the army returned to
(anada, glad to have escaped a dreaded encounter. A more successful expedition
was projected and executed in 1687, by the Marquis De Nouville, the suecessor
of De la Barre. The Zroguois were warring with French allies, and introducing
the English to the Niagara region, claimed by both nations, and the new governor
resolved to erush the Senecas, and then build a fort at Niagara. The marquis
established a magazine of supplies at Fort Frontenac, and assembled troops at
Montreal. Post commanders and Indian allies were ordered to Niagara. The
confederacy saw these preparations with concern, and notified Governor Dongan,
of New York, who entered into a controversy with De Nouville while he supplied
the Zroguors with arms and ammunition.

On June 13 the French army, composed of regulars, militia, and Indians, in
number about two thousand, embarked at Montreal upon three hundred and fifty
bateaux, and by the 30th had reached Fort Frontenac. Dispatching orders to the
officer in command at Niagara to meet him at Irondequoit, De Nouville in six days
arrived at that place, and was almost immediately joined there by his Niagara
contingent. The march was made to an Indian village known as Ga-o-sa-ga-o,
located in what is now the town of Vietor. At a swamp near the village a band
of Senecas had formed an ambush, and at a propitions moment opened an attack
which, but for the presence of Indian allies, would have ended in French destrue-
tion. As it was, one hundred Frenchmen were killed, twenty-two wounded, and
ten Indians were glain. The French dared not advance upon other villages, hut
halted for the night, and next day, on learning that the Senecas had burned and
abandoned the next village, advanced a short distance, and consumed a week
in cutting down the growing corn, There were found in the county horses, cattle,
poultry, and many swine. The Seneeas had not been idle, and having sent run-
ners to the other nations, assembled a heavy force and started in pursuit; but be-
fore they could reach the bay the French had embarked and departed. Reprisal
followed during the fall, and the settlements near Montreal were laid waste, and
a number of captives were taken.

In July, 1688, all parties desiring peace, De Nouville was met at Montreal by
a large froquois delegation, while a force of full twelve hundred warriors had halted,
not distant, to awaib results. A treaty was concluded, but frustrated by the wily
act of a Huron chief, who ambushed a party of Zroguois on their return home, killed
some, and captured the remainder. He asserted that he knew nothing of peace
and was acting under orders from De Nouville. The fary of the Five Nations
at the supposed treachery of' the French found expression in a terrible raid upon
the settlements, the killing of one thousand persons, the burning of twenty-six
alive, the devastation of the country, and the destruction of improvements. The
history of the Jroguois is a narrative of French and of English effort to secure
their alliance and obtain a claim upon their lands,—the one by Jesuitical influ-
ence, the other by commercial advantage ; the latter proving most successful.

The third and last French expedition to New York was led by Count De Fron-
tenae, a man of nearly eighty years. Concentrating a heavy force, he crossed to
Oswego ; thence he marched to the Onondaga village, which had been set on fire
and abandoned. Returning to Montreal, predatory raids were made in retaliation
until 1700, when a peace was ratified between the froguois and French; and
during the war between the latter and the English, extending from 1702 to the
treaty of Utrecht, in 1813, the confederates stood neutral towards both combat-
ants. The Puscaroras, of Sonth Caroling, in 1708 numbered twelve hundred
warriors, and had fifteen villages. The encroachments of the whites drove them
toarms in 1711. A part remained neutral, while relentless warfare was waged
on the remainder. The remnant of the tribe migrated to New York in 1715 and
joined the Jroguots, which were thereafter known as the Siz Nations. The Sen-
ecas, of all the natives, were at heart most hostile to the English colonists. Their
spirit was manifested on June 20, 1767, by an attack at the portage of Niagara
upon a body of provincials and regulars, and this was followed up by an assault upon
a detachment of English marching from Niagara to Detroit. Evil is often alloyed
with good. The neutrality of the confederates, had they borne no part in the war
between Fngland and her colonies, would have entitled them to eonsideration, and
ignorance of the existence of the rich lands where so long their villages had stood,
and their fruit and corn had been raised, would have delayed its occupation ; but
they were not neutral. With the breaking out of the Revolution, Johnson,

Butler, Brandt, and other Tories removed to the west, whither they were accom-
panied by the Mohawlk nation. Joseph Brandt settled the Indians at Lewiston,
where he built a small log chureh. A bell, brought from an Indian ehureh upon
the Mohawk, was hung upon a cross-har in the fork of a tree, and services were
occasionally held by the British chaplain at Fort Niagara. The commanding in-
fluence of Johnson drew to the British interest many who had settled along the
Mohawk, and in communities once peaceful there arose a most implacable hostility.

It was in June, 1777, that Brandt came with eighty Indians to Unadilla, de-
manded food, was supplied, and departed. Again he appeared at this place, with
increased force, and met Gteneral Herkimer, who had reached the village with
about four hundred militia. Brandt was arrogant, offered his support to the side
which gave most presents, attempted intimidation, and showed a readiness to fight.
Herkimer restrained his men, in hopes of a peaceful settlement. This was the
last conference with the confederates to secure their neutrality. Immediately
thereafter Johnson ecalled a council at Oswego, and the English influence pre-
vailed. The Third New York Infantry, under Colonel Gansevoort, had been
posted since April at Fort Schuyler, a part of the present site of Rome. This
command was besieged on August 2 by General St. Leger, who, with seventeen
handred men, had marched thither from Oswego. General Herkimer set out to
reinforce Gansevoort with seven hundred men, fell into an ambuscade of Tories
and Indians under Brandt and Butler, and, losing his van by the attack and his
rear-guard by panie, battled most bravely with the aid of the main body. The
presence of Tories well known to the Germans under Herkimer, in arms against
their old neighbors, inflamed their resentment to the deepest intensity, and a hand-
to-hand eontest of a half-hour’s duration resulted in the repulse of the Tories.
Meanwhile, hearing the firing, Gansevoort sent out a party from the fort, plun-
dered the hostile camp, and returned unmolested. Herkimer behaved bravely,
and when disabled by a musket-ball still, calmly smoking a pipe, gave orders. His
limb was amputated, mortified, and caused hig death. The American loss was
four hundred men. The Indians, Tories, and English sustained a loss of two
hundred killed, The siege of Fort Schuyler was continued till August 22, when
the approach of Arnold with a brigade, whose numbers had been exaggerated,
caused a withdrawal of the Indians. TLeger rejoined Burgoyne, »ia Oswego and
Montreal. Brandt and Butler led on their white and red partisans to lay waste
the frontiers, and many a log house, flaming at midnight, told of a massacred
family. Two events prominently illustrate the perils endured nupon the border,—
the massacres of Wyoming and Cherry Valley. The tales by survivors have
been recounted often to descendants yet residents of Wayne, and brief relation
will suffice. Colonel John Butler, in 1778, led his band of renegades and Indians
from Niagara to the valley of the Wyoming. Their approach was discovered, and
Colonel Zebulon Butler, a Continental officer, who chaneed to be at home, assumed
command of the militia, and attempted a surprise. The enemy were on the alert,
and in the battle which was joined no quarter was shown, The defeated militia
found shelter at Fort Wyoming, which was occupied by women and children, and
was indefensible. The fort was surrounded, and its garrison surrendered, under a
promise of protection, which was not respected, and a dark stain rests upon the
memory of those who could have restrained the savages. Brandt attempted a
surprise at German Flats. The people escaped, but their homes were destroyed.
A fort had been ereeted. by order of General La Fayette, during 1778, in Cherry
Valley, and Colonel Alden had command of its garrison. Alden received notice
of an enemy’s approach, but gave it no attention. All rested in supposed safety
till the yells of the fierce Jroguods appalled the ear, and their keen weapons
speedily accomplished their horrid work. The fort opened a telling fire and re-
pelled an attack, while all outside were either slain or captives. A body of pris-
oners were taken to the woods, and a circle of fires built around them. A night
of suspense passed, and with morning came freedom to all the women and children,
except Mrs. Campbell, Mrs. Moore, and their children. These were taken to the
Indian village at Geneva and adopted into Indian families. Attention became
attracted to the virulenee of the Zroguois, and Gteneral Washington determined to
dispatch an army to lay waste their villages and to capture Fort Niagara, the depot
of their supplies. General Sullivan has become famous as the leader of this
force. The rendezvous was at Wyoming ; advance was made to Tioga Point, and
August 22, 1779, General James Clinton, with a command of fifteen hundred
men, including Morgan's riflemen, having joined Sullivan, the army, numbering
about five thousand men, well supplied with artillery, and having a month's pro-
visions, entered with great caution upon the campaign.

The Indians had no thought that a regular army could penetrate the forests
to their villages, but as the advance approached preparations were made for re-
sistance. Butler and Brandt came from Canada,—the one with his rangers, the
other to lead the Indians near Newtown. The Americans found the enemy posted
behind a log breastwork, and quickly dislodged them. A second stand was at-
tempted behind another breastwork. The army was divided, and each wing







