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TERMS:

The Camsripee CuronicLE is published
every Saturday morning, at Two Dollars
and Fifty Cents per annum, payable half-

early, in advance. Savseriptions will not

taken for less than six months: No pa-
per will be discontinued until all arrears are

| Buckingham to close the negotiation of the
marriage of Henrietta; but Villiers had no
desire to quit the French Court, al ways find-
‘ing some occasion for delay. At length the

ceremony was performed with great splen-
dor.
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paid, unless at the vption of the editor; and
the failure to order a discontinuance previ-
ously to the expiration of the time already
gubscribed for, will be considered as a new
engagement,

In all that had hitherto passed, the

Queen had received from Buckingham many
proofs of his lively but respectful passion.
She certainly was not insensible to love, and

by the Countess of Clarik, this minister
who was trying all methods to ruin the
Queen in the King’s favor,and the royal jeal-
ousy had already broken out on her inter-

g Advertisements not exceeding a square
will be published three times tor one dollar;

and twenty-five cents for each subsequent
insﬂf’ti’lln.

Larger ones in proportion,
[n cases where the number of insertions
is not limited, ad vertisements will be contin.

ved until direetion to omit them is received,

and charged aceordingly.
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Frem the New Monthly Magazine.

THE AIGULETS OF ANNE OF AUS-

TRIA.—(A SECRET ANECDOTE.)

The annals of gallantry, and even roman-
tic fiction have opened few scenes more
strangely magnificent than some of the inei”
dents which mark the rapid but splendid

career of that famous Villiers, Duke of
Buckingham, who was the idol minister of

two monarchs, and the victim of favoritism,
Certain it is, when Villiers was on his

short embassy in France that he dared to
Duke, and sent him home a happy man.

become the impassioned lover of Anne of
Austria, the consort of Loanis XIII. The mys-
terious interview in the garden at Amiens is
mystically revealed in the verses of Voiture,
for poets are great tattlers in the history of
love affairs. The Queen, even a refined
coquette, was herself seduced by Bucking-
ham’s personal fascination. Deepl; enamored
of the peerless Englishman, she ventured to
give an evidence of her devotion of a very

extraordinary natare. The rival of Buck-

ingham, both in love and polities, the sub- |

dolous Richelien, flattered his vengeance

if shereally caught the flame she had her-
self lighted up,there is no doubt that her
virtoe aupp;mnd her,and that Bockingham
departed with all the honorable treatment

. which a stranger can receive f[rom a grea,

court, and only vexed to recruss the seas
without any other fruits of his love than that
of having been listened to with favor.

There was one indiscretion whieh escaped
from the Queen. On the evening of Buck-
ingham's departure she sent the Duke se-
cretly by Madame de Chevreuse the gilt she
had received from her royal consort, the
asigulets tagged with diamonds; and this
present, which might have been considered

a mark of the magnificence of the Queen, |

became by the circumstance of the gift and
the pleasure of the mystery, an act of deli-

cate gallantry which charmed the English

During the journey of Buckingham, the
countess of Clarik, (probably the conntess of
Carlisle, for Frenchmen generally spell our
names by theirear,which is very bad,) some-
what in pique at what she had heard of the

infidelity of her straying admirer, had found
a secret way to correspond with Richelieu,

who on his part had not omitted any thing
which tended to inflame the KEnglish Coun-
tess. This great minister was well known
for multiplying all sorts of means to gain

intelligence from all the courts of Europe, his

T

course with Buckingham, now hit on what
he econcluded to bea certain triumph. He
putinto the King’s head to request the Queen
wouold dress hersell more frequently with
the diamond aiguelets, for that he had been
secretly informed that she had valvoed his
present so lightly as to have given itaway,
or had sold them, for that an English jew-
eller had offered to sell him two of these
aigulets,

The blow aimed by Richelien rebound-
ed on himself, The Queen, aflecting
no surprise, with apparent simplicity
commanded instantly that her casket of
jewels should be brought and opened by the
King. He had the satisfaction of eounting
the twelve aigulets tagged with diamonds,
and seeing the Queen more beantiful than
ever by wearing his gift on that day. Her
Majesty had also the satisfaction of learning
that the King severely reprimanded Riche-
liea for his perpetual suspicions and his false
intelligence; and Richelieu doubtless must
have astonished the Countess of Clarik, by
return of post, in expressing his indignation
at being so inconceivably mystised.

Surh 18 the story, which it will beacknow?-
ledged is at least amusing. It seems so
far authentie that it appears to have been
written by some contemporary at the French
Court, which we may infer by the cantious
defence of the character of Anne of Austria,
whose coquetry the writer has palliated and
whose virtue he imagines was her sufficient

stranger.
stances totally unconnected with the trane-

|

1

“had danced. He requested the Queen would racter—were at first whispered, and after-
receive back what he himsell had valued wards boldly expressed.
most, lest any concealed mystery should
prove ruinous to her quiet. The precaution |
was not useless; for as soon a8 Richeliea had
received the two tags of diamonds sent him

The preeise object

of these suspicions was not clearly indicated;
some implicated one person, some another,

but they all pointed to Smith, the master of
the house, as cuncerned in the death of the

As usual in such cases, circom-

action in question, matters many years ante-

cedent, and relating to other persons as well |

as other times, were used as auxiliary to the
present charge. 'Thecharacter of Smith,in
early life, Lad been exposed to much ovbser-
vation. While his father was yet alive, he

had left his native country, involved in debt, |

known to have been guilty of great irregu-
larittes, and suspected of baving been not
over-scrupulous as to the mode of vbtaining
those supplies of money of which he was
continually in want, and which he seemed

1 somewhat iﬂexplicltbly o prucure.

Ten years and more had elapsed since his
return; and the events of his youth had been
forgotten by many, and to many were en-

' tirely unknown; but, on this oceasion, they

were revived, and, probably, with considera-

ble additions.
Two months after the death of the stran-

ger, a gentleman arrived at the place, im-

 pressed witha belief that he was his brother,

and seekiang for infurmafion either to eon-
firm or refute hissuepicions. ‘The horseand
the clothes of the unfortanate man sull re-
mained, and were instantly recognized: one
other test there was, though 1t was uncer-
tain whether that wuuld lead to any positive

conclusion:—the exhumatien of the body.

This tes. Was tried; and, althoogh decompo-

| sition had gone on rapdly, yet enough re-
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BRIDGE, Md.—SATURDAY, MAY 17, 1834. _

Lord Mansfield’s charge to the grand jury

opon the subject of this murder had excited
a good deal of attention. He had recom-
mended them, if they entertained reasonable
doubts of the sufficiency of the evidence to

ensure a conviction, to throw out the Bill,

~no compunetious visitings of WNature shake
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myself that it was not of tha;.._aﬁgﬁewr '_
whieh would prompt to deeds of virtoous

enterprize, or to “seek the bubble reputation -
at the cannon’s mouth,” but that it was ra-

ther allied to thatquality which nuld ““lat

explaining to them most jastly and clearly

that, in the event of their doing so, i any
additional evidence should, at a futare time,
be discovered the prisoner could again be
apprehended and tried for the coffence; if
they found a true Bill, and from deficiency
of proof, he was now acquitted on his trial,
he could mever again be molested, even

‘his fell purpose,” whatever it might be, The
result of this investigation into his charac-
ter,such as it wags, wascbviously unFa_tb{iable.
and yet there were moments when I thoughtl = =

had meted to him a hard measure of justice,
and when I was tem pted to accuse myself
of prejudice in the opinion I had formed of
him; and particularly when he was asked

though the testimony against him should be | by the clerk the nsual qaestion, “Jre. yau

morally as clear as light. The grand jury | guilly, or not guilly?” as he drew his form

after, as was suppesed, very considerable
discussion among themselves and, as was
rumored, by a wajority of only one, returned
a {rue Dill. Afier the charge I have men-
tioned, it was conjectured that the proofs
offered to the grand jury muost have been
strong to aathorise such a finding, and a
strong impressien in consequence prevailed

that there would uitimately be a convietion. |

As if to show, however, how uncertain all
conjectare must be by those who are mere
spectators of what is going on, the next
morning a different current was given to the
tide of popular opinion. At the sitling of
the cuurt an application was made by the
counsel for the Crown to postpone the trial
to the next assizes, on the ground that a clue
had just been obtained to evidence of a most
important nature, which could not be procured

in time for the present assizes, and without |

which those who conducted the prosecu-
tion thoughgit would not be safe to proceed
to trial. The application was of couree stren-

mained to identify the body, which the bro- | aously opposed by the counsel for the pris-

ther did most satisfactorily. As soon as it
was knuwn that there was a .person aathor-
ized by relationship to the deceased to in-

quire into the eause of his death, and, if 1t

safeguard. The incredible part is the extra- | should appear to have been otherwise than

oner. Ii was urged in his behalf, that as
this wes a caee in which ro bail could be
taken, the granticg it wouid have the efiect
of keeping him in gaol many montha, when
he was ready to take his trial: and it was

- up o the fullest height, and the fetterselan-
- ked vpon his legs, as he answered with un-
i faltering tongue and unblenching cheek,“not
. guilly,” my heart smote me for having in-
voluntarily interpreted against him every
sign that wasdoubtfal. | .
| The counsel for the prosecution opened his
case to the jury in a mannper that indicated
very little expectation of a convielion. He
began by imploring them to divest their
minds of all that they had heard before they
came into the box; he entreated them to at-
tend to the evidence, and judge from that
alone. Ile stated that, in the course of his
l experience, which was very great, ha+had
never met with a case involved in deeper
| mystery than that upon which he was then
addressing them. 'The prisoner at the bar
was 8 man moving in a respeciable station
in society, and maintainisg a fair character,
He was, to all appearance,in the possession
of considerable property, and was above the
ordinary temptations to commit so foul a
crime. With respect to the property
of the deceased, it was strongly suspect-
ed that he had either been robbed of,.
or in some inexplicable manner made way
with, gold and jewels to a very large amount;

i
\

!

yet, in candor, he was bound i@ admit that no

industry never slumbered, and his treasure

that by a buld stroke, he would have been |
was never spared. "T'he present which the |
Queen had made of her aigulets tagged with |
diamonds had not escaped the vigilanteyes of
the Dame d'Honneer, and the secret bad
reached Richelien. This minister had long |

enabled to have exposed this testi mony of
the Queen’s frailty to the eyes of the luck

less monarch, who was already kindled by
inextinguishable jealousies. Richelieu’s ex-

traordinary attempt seems to have led to

eircumstances on the part of Buckingham watched hig opportunity to ruln the Queen n

ordinary expedient of Buckingham in shut-
ting the ports fur a single day while his jew-
eller was working on the two aigulets to
supply the missing ones.
and determined character of Villiers admiis
the possibility of so bold a manceuvre; but
still we can hardly satisfy ourselves of the

The romantic

natural, to take steps for bringing to justice
those who had been coneerned in it, the re-
poris which had been previously fluating idly
about, and eirculated without having any dis-
tinct wbject, were collected into vne channel
and poured into bhis ear. What these reports
were, and what they amounted w, it is not

veracity of this singular tale, without gran-

necessary here tv meation: suffice it tv say,

said that this was not 2 common case, where.

the committal of the offender was in pursa-
ance of a finding by a coroner’s jary, and
therefore where the prosecutor was compell-
ed to come prepared with the best evidence
he could procure; bat that the prosecutor
had, without interference, and without
compulsion, selected his 6wn time for the

pertion of it, however trifling, could be traced T
to the prisoner. As to any motive of malice
or revenge, none counld by possibility be as-
signed, for the piisoner and the deceased
were, a8 far as could be ascertained, total
strangers to each other. Sitill there wero
most extraordinary circumstances connected
with his death, pregnant with suspicion at

which may almost render the tale ineredible; |

but when a minisier ol alatle ingF{ll'fﬂlt‘E into

a romantic laver and the honor of the dame

de sespenees 18 in jevpardy, we must recol-

| the mind of the l{lng‘,uver whnm, indeed, he
" himself exercised the greatest anthority, but
. which was sometimes balanced by the queen,

Richelien wrote to the Countess of Clartk,

ting Buekingham a8 depth and rapidity of
penetration beyond his aecustomed velatile
habits. Love and honor may be sufficient
for his inspiration on this oceasiony and as

lect that it requires little exertion to set in destring her to renew her intimacy with

motion all the resources of power and the

whole machingry of the State. "I'he |?&Tli- iﬂg entertainments which would take place

|
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culars which we are about to relate are | o0 her return, she should observe in his dress

f

strange, but appear authentic; for they are aigulets tagged with diamonde, that she |

confirmed by a positive assertion in thie me would contrive to cut off two or three, and

moirs of the Duke of Ruchefoucauld. The | despatch these to him.

Buackingham was

' the fact, with some of the details,
Buckingham, aed if in any of the approach- | 10 by the Duke of Rouchefoucanld in his
- Meiwnoirs, we cannot eondemn this anecdote

of secret history as a mere fietion.

that the brother laid belure the magistrales
of the distriet such evidence as induced them
to eommit Mr. Saith to gavl, to take his tnal
for the wiltul murder of Henry ‘Thomson.

the witnesses who were prodaced before the

is alluded | AS it was deemed essential 1o the atlainment
uf justice to keep secret the examination of

magistrates, all the infurmation of which the

public were in pussession before the tria

From the London New ﬂ!anthlg;.ﬂfagazine. | touk place, was that which I have here nar-

CHAPTERSFROM THE NOTE BOOK

OF A DECEASED LAWYER.
No. 1.

rated,

Such was the siate of things upon the

apprehension of the prisoner, and the state-
ment of the charge; and that he was bound,
therefore, to beé furnished with proofsin sup-
port of the accusation he had made. These

romantic incident, which has been preserved
by a French manuscript, is not indeed to be

| his old friend; and the countess found no dif-

too feeble to resist the studied seductions of morning of the trial, Seldom, perbhaps, had

One of the most extraordinary and most speculation bzen so busy as it was upon this

interesting trials of which I find any account Wagers t» a censiderable amount

ficalty in accomplishing her task, At a ball

atguments were not without their weight;
and Lord Mansfield refused to pustpone the

trial. As the application avowedly had pro-
ceeded upon the insufficiency of the evi-
dence at present in the prosecutor's posses-
sion to substantiate the offence, expectations
of his acquittal were confidently entertained
and unreservedly expressed during the short
period that intervened before the trial which
was fixed for the following moraing, and
which, without any thing material occur-

-least, and imperiously demanding explana-
tion; and it was justice, no less to the accu-
sed than to the public, that the case should
undergo judicial investigation, The decea-
sed, Henry Thomson, was a jeweller, resi-
ding in London, wealth v, and in considera- -
ble business; and, as was the custom of his
time, in the habit of personally conducting
his principal transactions with the foreign
merchants with whom he traded. He had
travelled much in the course of his business
in Germany and Holland; and it was to meet

at Hull a trader of the latter nation, of whom.

he was to make a large purchase, that he-

had left London before hig death. It would

found among the writers of secret memoirs
inour own country, where, indeed, the se-
cret must have been confined to the two per-
-¢9n£ge!, neither of whom would willingly
have revealed it to the other; but this did

at Windsor Castle, Buckingham appeared in
a black velvet suit, with gold embroidery; a
scarf was flung over his shoulder; and from |
a knot of blue ribbons hung twelve aigulets

in my note-bouok, took place on the Northern
Circuit, very little less than fifty years ago.

In the year 17—, John Smith was indicted
' for the wilful murder of Henry 'T'homson. |

|
1
1

‘ gceasion,

were depending upon the event of the case:

| so lightly do men think and act with refer

ence tu matters in whieh they are not per-
sonally coneerned, even though-the life of a

fellow-creature is involved in the issue.—

at the appointed time,

I Never shall [ forget the appearance of
anxiety exhibited upon every counlenance

ring on the one side or tha other, took place

be proved by the landlord of the inn, where -
he had resided, that he and his correspondent
had been there,and a wealthy jaweller of the
town, well acquainted with both parties, had

seen Mr. Thomson after the departure of the. -

not happeq,at the court of the Louvre,where
it not only excited a deepér interest than at

the conrt of St. James, but involved the fate

. ! : _ The case was one of a most extraordinar
tagged with diamonds, faming their hves on | y

When
Buckingham had retired home from the ball,

The personal character of the presiding

nature, and the interest excited by it was |’ _ _ _ 5
judge was not without its weight, in influen-

the surface on which they played.

‘almost unparalleled. The accused was a

.. ~ " eing epinions a3 to the probability of econvie-
gentleman of considerable property, residing

on the entrance of the Judge into court. In
an instant the most profound silence prevail-
ed; and interest, intense and impassioned,
though subdued, seemed to wait upon every

Datchman; and could speak positively to
there being then in his possession, jewels of
large value, and gold, and certain bills of

and baffled the designs of the highest per.
sonages who were the actors in this little

drama,

his valets de chambre perceived that two of

tion or acquittah

That judge was a man |

the twelve aigulets svere missing, and they
convinced him that these had not been drop-

apon his own eslate, in an unfrequented part
| of shire.

entire stranger to him, had, late in a sum

A person, supposed to be an

whom, living, [ so sincerely loved, and
wheege memory I now so traly venerate, that
[ dare not, even at this distance of time,

exchange, the parties to which he could de-

word and every look, as if divided between
expectation and doubt, whether something
| might not yet even interfere to prevent the

scribe. "T'his was on the morning of Thom-
son’s departure from Hull, on his return to
London, and wason the day but one prece- -

The French monarch had presented his
Queen with an uncommon present, whose
fashion and novelty at the time were con-

sidered as the most beautiful ornament worn,

It was what the French term des ferrels
d'aiguillettes des diamans—aigulets, or points
tagged with diamonds.

On the arrival of Buckingham, every day

was a festival. Richelien gave a magnifi-
cent entertainment in the gardens of Ruel,

the most beautiful in France; the nobility
pride themselves on their suppers, ballss
econcerts and masquerades. Buckingham
danced with all his peculiar graces; the
Queen honored him as her partner in whatis
called a “counter dance,” (or,as we com-
monly ecall it, a eountry dance.) ““And as in
this English danee opportunities are contid.

ually occurring to approach one anather, 10
give and to cross their hands, the eyes, the

gestures of timidity or boldness, and a thou-
sand indescribable things are too intelligible,
though they pass amidst the silence in which

such spectacles are performed out of respect

| ped by any aceident, bat had positively been
g g ; ! mer's day, requested and obtained shelter

and hospitality for the wuight. He had, it
was supposed, after taking some slight re-
freshment, retired to bed in perfect health?

cat off. There was something in his recol- should be suspected of partiality. He was

the late Lord Mansfield—a man who, in ad-
dition to the other eminent judicial qualities
which hﬁlunged' to him, puﬁﬁﬂﬁ&&d some
which peenliarly fitted him for iuvestigating
such a case, as well as some which were
thought to bear against his fitness. Before
his elevation to the judicial beuch, he had

lection that evening which bred a suspicion,
He felt conscious that whoever had done
The secret
history of these diamond aigulets could only
be known to their wearer, yet notwithstand-
ing, and a8 it were by intuition, he thought
that the honor of the royal giver might in

this had some latent motive. _
requesting to be awakened at an early hour

the following morning. When the person

appointed to call him entered his room for
| that parpose, he was found in his bed per_
fectly dead; and, from the appearance of the
body, it was obvious that he had been so for
many hoars. There was not the slightes!

mark of viclence on his person, and the coun

| been for sume years fiol un]y voe of the most

eloquent debaters, but one of the most pow-
| erful reasuners, in the House of Commons;
and had acquired the reputation, which he
l richly deserved, of pessessing a power of

discriminating between truth and falsehood
rarely attained by any individual. But, at
| the same timie, he was more than suspected
of being deficient in that firmuness of purpuse,
that moral courage, esseatial to the efficient

some mode or other be concerned in possess”
ing these twelve aigalets entire. He deeci-
ded that, notwithstanding the artifice of the
cunning purloiner, he would prevent any de-
sign, if there wasany, of the enemies of the

Queen that the number should be dimin-

ished.

With his extraordinary rapidity of con-
ception, Buckingham struck out a gigantie
scheme which no one less than a minister
of State and the most romantie lover could
have execaled. KEarly in the morning, cou-
riers were despatched to elose the ports, and

tenance retained the same expression which
it had borne during life. Great consternation |
was, of course, excited by this discovery, and

inquiries were immediately made—first,asto

whom the stranger was—and,secondly,as to

how he met with his death., Both were un- I

gsuccessful., As to the former, no information

could be obtained—no clue discovered to lead

to the knowledge either of his name, his per-

neither the packat boat with the mail ner JOn, or his Dl’.‘}ﬁﬂpﬂ.tiﬂﬂ. He had arrived on
I any vessel sailing for France was suffered horseback, and was seen passing through a

Ao dopattc. ALIabmemint. MABK J08. M0 neighboring village about an hour before he
| chellers were waiting for the promised rein-

| where duubtful and difficult questions were
almost eertain to arise, which a umid man,
| fearful of committing himse If, would rather

avoid than decide vpon,
The recollection of Lord George Gordon's

riots, then fresh in the mind of every man,

|

trast myself tospeak of Lim as | feel, lest I |

extraordinary trial from taking place. Noth-
int, however, occurred; and the stilinees
was broken by the mellow and silvery voice
of Lord Maunsfield—Let John Smith be
placed at the bar.” 'The order was obeyed;
and as the prisoner entered the dock, he
met on every side the eager and anxious
eye of a countles multitade bent in peircing
serutiny upon his face. And well did he
endure that scrutiny. A momentary suffo-
sion covered his cheeks; but 1t was only mo-
mentary, and less than might h&ve been ex-
pected from an indifferent person, who found
himself ¢n a sudden, “the observed of all
observers.” He bowed respectfully to the
court; and then folding his arms, seemed to
wait ontil he should be called upon to com-
mence his part in that drama in which he
was to perform so conspicuous a character.

discharge of his high functions in a case | 1 find it difficult to describe the effect produ-

ced on my mind by his personal appearance;

| yet his features were most remarkable, and

to the publie.” This Frenchman deseribes ' reached the house where his existence was ‘ tended very siuch, in the b"_ﬁ'“‘ "": the com-
| mon people to stiengthen this opinion. The

belief was general, and I confess that even

forcements from Iingland,a universal panie

our obsolete eountry dances to have been as :
stroek both nations,and war seemed on the

dangerous as were our wallzes on their first

so mysteriously terminated, but could be
traced no farther. Beyond this, all was

introduction.

Richelien was jealously watchfol of what
was passing; the countess of Lenoy gave
him an account of every thing her prying
eyes could discover. Under the specious
title of Dame d’Honnear, onr Kings have
found means to place near their Queens a
perpetual surveillance. But as the Super-
intendent of the Royal House has private
entrees de cobinet, at all times which are
not the privilege of the Dames de Honnear,
thamo de Chevreuse passed whole hours
alone with the Queen,and the Cardinal,

remaining ten,

re-opened, and Buckingham delpEtehcd

point of deelaration. However, this sndden

cessation of national intercourse was only to
gain a si ngle day, that his celebrated jewel-
ler might at any cost, and with all his skill,
procure two aigulets tagged with diamonds,
of the same size and appearance with the
What cannot such a man
and such means effect? The work was fin- |

ished; and on the following day France and
England were at peace. The ports were

secret messenger to France, who conveyed
the twelve aigulets tagged with diamonds :

to the hands of Madame de Chevrense, He
acquainted her with his secret adventure,

cohjecture,
With respect to the death, as little could
be learned as of the dead man. It was, itis

true, sudden—awfully sudden; but there

' was no reason, that alone excepted, to sup-
~pose that it was caused by the hand of man,
rather than the hand of God. A coroner’s
jury was, of eourse, summoned, and after an
investigation, in which little more could be
proved than that which I hqe here stated, a
verdict was retarned to the effect that the

deceased died by the visitalion of God —
Days and.weeks passed on, and little further

my affection cannot lead me to doubt its ac
| curacy, that in a great measure at least, the
scenes of that fearful time wereto he attribu-
' ted to the timidity and indecision of this
otherwise great man. The Kiog had pub-
'liely declared that the magistrales had
failed in their duty; and this reproach appli-
ed with peculiar force to the Lord Chief
i Justice of England. Had he but employed
 those powers with which the constitotion
" had armed him for the early soppression of
the riots, the metropolis would not have
been given up fura week to the uncontrolled

dominion nf n tnwlpu muh, nor that me;lﬂ-

dramatic jumble of tragedy and comedy:

are indelibly impressed on my memory. He
was apparently between forty and fifty years
of age; his hair, grewn grey either from

toil, or care, or age, indicated an approach
to the latter period; while the strength and
aprightness of his figure, the haughty cold-
ness of his look, and an eye that spoke of
fire, and pride, and passion ill-concealed,
would have led conjecture to fix on the for-

ding that on which he arrived at the house
of the prisoner. What had become of him

in the interval could not be ascertained; nor.

was the prisoner’s house situated in the road
which he oughtto have taken. No reliance,
however, could be placed on that circom-
stance; for it was not at all uncommon for

persons who travelled with property about -

them, to leave the direct road, even for a:

considerable distance, in order to secure

themselves as effectually as possible from the
robbers by whom the remote parts of the
country were infested. Ile had not been
seen from the time of his leaving Hall till
he reached the village next adjoining Smi

-‘- -.-I. | . -

house, and the next morning was discovered

dead in his bed. He now came to the most
extraordinary part of the case. It woold be
proved beyond the possibility of a dou'bt‘_thtt.
the deceased diéd by poison—poison of a most
subtle nature, most active in its operation,
and - possessing the wonderful and dreadful
quality ofileaving no external mark or token
by which its presence could be detected.
The ingredients of which it was composed
were of sosedative a nature, that, instead of

the body on which it had been used exhibiting

any contortions, or marks of suffering, it left
apon the featores nothing but the calm and
| placid quiet of repose. Its effeots,and indeed

mer. His countenance, at the first glance,
appeared to be that which we are accustom-
ed to associate with deeds of high and no-
ble daring, but a second ‘and more atten-
tive examination of the face and brow was
less satisfactory. I'here was indeed strong-
ly marked the intellect to conceive and de-
vise schemes of high import; but 1 fancied
that T eould trace, in addition to it, eantion .
to conceal the deep design, a power topen-| o . 4 . . ered? It eould h

etrate the motives of others, and to person- £ sprapep e -_
atea character at variance with his own,and upposed to be by ! leceased himself:

a cunning that indicated constant watehfal- | Jo 0y ihie important circumstane

however well informed of the exterior, knew

very little of what passed t:etwaen the Queen ‘ Conntess of Clarik, who was frequently by
and her friend. The French minister pressed | his side during the ball and with whom he

and communicated his suspicions of the.

was known.

In the meantime, rumor had

~ been enacted whieh cannot now _be thought

not_been idle: suspicions—vague, indeed, | . wilh@gfm;mtham. and w hich has no

and undefined, but of a dark and fearful eha- | porgllel in modern history.

ness and circomspection. Firmness there
was, to persevere to the last: but thatjwae |
equivocal, and I could not help persuading
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its very exislence, were but recently known
in this country, though it had for some time
been used in other nations of Earope; and it
| was supposed to be a discovery of the Ger-
| man chemists, and to be produced by a pow--
erful distillation of the seed of the wild cher- £
ry iree, so abundant in the Black Forest.
But the fact being ascertained that the:
‘cause of the death was poison, left open the
much more momentous question—by whom
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which of itself almost negatived ita possibil.




