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the existence of slavery, but who are no less op-
posed at the same time, to any dis-
tarbance of the peace and tranquility ol the U-
nion, or the inanEement of the powers of the
States composing the Confederacy. In this class
may be comprehended that peaceful and exem-
rlary society of ‘‘Friends,”” one of whose estab-
ished maxims is, an abhorrence of war in all
its forms, and the cultivation of the peace of ap-
arent abolitionists—that is, those who, having
een pursuaded that the right of petition has been
violated by Congress, co-operate with the abo-
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o DEBATE IN THE SENATE.
hto SPEECH OF Ma. CLAY,
g;’: On the subject of Abolition Pelilions.
TaurspAy, FEsruAry 7, 1839.
) Mr. CLAY, of Kentucky, rose to present a
ive jition, and said: [ have received, Mr. Presi-
ath Rt a petition to the Senate and House of Rep-
ster onfatives of the United States, which I wish
B"&f, resent to the Senuate. 1tis signed by sever-
.  Qhondred inhabitants of the District of Colum-
o [ and chiefly of the city of Washington* A-
to  fng them I recognize the mame of the highly
uly emed Mayor of the eity, and other respecta
om |, names, some of which are personally and
| | known to me. They express their regret
an.  Lithe subject of the abolition of slavery with-
the District of Colambia continues to be pres-
’ & upon the consideration of Congress by incon-
: jerate and misguided individuals in other parts
—  Kihe United States. They state that they do
i desire the abolition of slavery within the Dis-
\ even if Congress possesses the very ques-
| ¢ Boable power of abolishing it, without the con-
nied t of the people whose interests would be im.
his Jiately and directly affected by the measure;
it it is a question solely between the people of
e District and their only constitutional Legis-
ure, purely municipal, and one in which go
erior influence or interest can justly interfere;
i, 1f any future period the people ot this Dis
nky [etshould desire the aoolition of slavery within
oral Bihey will doubtless make their wishes known,
em [en it will be time enough to take the malter
s consideration; that they do not, on this oc-
jon, present themsclves lo Congress because
y are slave-holders—many of them are not—
[igh e of them are conscientiously opposed to sla-
re- [y—but they appear because they justly res-
All  Jct the rights of those who own that description
~or [property, and because they enterlain a deep
en- Bnviction that the continued agitalion of the
blic [estion by those who have no right to interfere
th it, has an injurious influence on the peace
d tranquillity ol the community, and upon
3! e well-being and happiness of those who are
ld in subjection; they finally protest as well
—~  finst the unauthorized intervention of which

ey complain, as against any legislation on the

of Congress in compliance tberewith. Buat,
[ wish these respectable petitioners to be them-
Ives heard, I request that their petition may be
ad. [It was réad accordingly, and Mr. Cray

.8; ceeded.] T am informed by the committee
ghn hich requested me to offer this petition, and Le-
ve, that it expresses the almost unanimous
iments of the people of theDistrict of Colum-
r it BiP¢ performance of this service affords me,
the [9-Mri C.a legitimate opportunity, of which,
th the permission of the Senate, | mean now
d in avail myself, to say something, not only on |
pre- @ particular objects of the petition, but upon
tted greal and interresting subject with which it
“ﬂg ntimately assdciated.
;I’”l It is well known to the Senate, said Mr. Cray,
rifi., gt I have thought that the most judicious
. irse with abolition petitions bas not been of
on. [¢ pursued by Congress. 1 have believed that
port [ ¥ould have been wisest to have received and |
5‘ erred them, without opposition, and to have
orted against their object in a calm and dis- |
nce [FH9onate and argurentative appeal to the good
ied [JP¢ of the whole community, It has been'
pposed, however, by a majority of Congress
i1t was most expedient eitber not fo receive
res- R Pelitions at all; or, it formally received, not
. it definitely upon them. There is no sub-
; intial difference between these opposite opin-
' s, since both ook to an absolute rejection of |
- ¢ prayer of the pefitioners. DBut there a great
UR [Rlerence in the form of proceeding; and, Mr.
late  Wiesident, some expericnce in the conduct of hu-
i affairs hag taught me to believe that a ne-
—  jectto observe established forms is often atten- |
‘d with more mischievous consequences than |
» of J* infliction of a positive injury. We all know

i, even n private life, a violation of the exis-

litionists for the sole purpose of asserting and
vindicating that right. And the third class are
the real ultra-abolitionists, who are resolved to
persevere in the pursuit of their object at all haz-
zards, and without regard to any consequences,
however calamitous they may be. With- them
the rights of property are nothing; the deficien-
cy of the powers of the General Government is
nothing; the acknowledged and incontestable
powers of the States are nothing; civil war, a
dissolution of the Union, and the overthrow of a
government in which are concentrated the fon-
dest hopes of the civilized world, are nothing.
A single idea has taken possession of their minds,
and onward they pursue it, overlooking all bar-
riers, reckless and regardless of all consequen-
ces.
slavery in the District of Columbia, and in the
Territory of Florida, the prohibition of the re-
moval of slaves from State to State, and the re-
fusal to admit any néw Stafe, comprising within
its limits the institution of domestic slavery, are
but so many means conducing to the accom:
plishment of the ultimate but perilous end at
which they avowedly and holdly aim; are but so
many short stages in the long and bloody road
to the distant goal at which they would finally
arrive. Their purpose is abolition, universal ab-
olition, peacebly if it can, forcibly if it must.—
Their object is no longer concealed by the thin-
nest veil; it 1s avowed and proclaimed. Utterly
destitute of constitutional or other rightful pow-
er, living in totally distincl communities, as alien
tothe communities in which- the subject on which

they would operate resides, so far as concerns.

political power over that subject, as ifthey lived
in Africa or Asia, they nevertheless promulgate
to the world their purpose to be to manumit
forthwith, and without compensation, and with-
out moral preparation, three millions of negro
slaves, under jurisdisdictions altogether separa-
ted from those under which they live. 1 have
said that immediate abelition ofy slavery in the
District of Columbia and in the Territory of Flor-
ida, and the exclusion of new states, were only
means towards the attainment of a much more
lamentable one is that which this class is endea-
voring to empley; of arraying one portion against
anolher portion of theé Union. - With that view,
in ail their leading prints and publications, the
alledged horrors of slavery are depicled in the
most glowing and exaggerated colors, to excite
the imaginations and stimulale the rage of the
people in the free States. The slaveholder 1s
held up and represented as the most atrocious
of human beings. Adverlisements of fugitive
slaves and of slaves to be sold are carefully col-
lected and blazoned forth, to infuse a spirit of de-
testation and hatred against one entire and the
largest section of the Union. And like a noto
rious agitator upon another theatre, they would
bunt down and proscribe from the pale of eivili-
zed society the inhabitants of that entire section.
Allow me, Mr. President, to say, that whilst I
recognize 1n the justly wounded feelings of the
Minister of the United States at the court of St.
James much to excuse the notice whish he was
provoked to take of that agitator, in my humole
opinion, he would better have consulted the dig-
nmity of his station and of his country in treating
him with contemptuous silence. He would ex-
clude us from European society—he who himself
can only obtain a contraband admission, and is
received with scornful repugnance into it! If he
be no more desirous of our society than we are of
his, he may rest assured that a state of eternal
nen-intercourse will exist between us. Yes, sir,

With this class, the immediate abolition of |

S. i usages and ceremonies of society cannot
R L ilace without serious prejudice. I fear, sir,
it the abolitionists have acquired a considera-
_aEparent force by blending with the object
V’, lich they have in view a collateral and totally
fferent question arising out of an alleged viola-
n of the petition. I know full well, and take
tat pleasure in testifying, that nothing was re-
oter from the intention of the majority of the
nate, from which I differed, than to violate the
2t of pelition in any case in which, according
|' its judgment, that right could be constitution-
ly exercised, or where the object of the peti-
n could be safely or properly granted. Still
must be owned that the abolitionists have sei-
“d hold of the fact of the treatment which their
litions have received in Congress, and made
Mirious impressions upon the minds of a large
Tion of the community, This T think, might
e been avoided by the course which I should
, ¢ been glad to have been pursued.
c’d.- ¥ And T desire now, Mr. President, to advert to
by ¢ of those topics which I think might have
*0 usefully embodied in a report by a commit-
*of the Senate, and which, I am pursuaded,

I think the American Minister would have best
pursued the dictates of true dignity by regarding
the language of the member of the British House
of Commons as the malignant ravings of the plun-
derer of his own country. and the libeller of a
foreign and kindred people.

But the means to which I have alrcady adver-
ted are not the only oncs which this third class
of ultra-abolitionists are employing to effect their
ultimate end. They began their operations by
professing to employ only persuasive means in
appealing to the humanity, and enlighlening the
understandings, ofthe slaveholding portion of the |
Union. If there were some kindness in this a-
vowed motive, 1t must be acknowledgad that there
was rather a presumptuous display also of an as-
sumed superiority in intelligence and knowledge.
For some time they continued to make appeals
to our duty and our interest; but impatient with
the slow influence of their logic upon our stupid

minds, they recently 1esolved to change their |

system of action. To the agency of their powers
of pursuasion, they now propose to substitute the
powers of the ballot box; and he must be blind to
‘what is passing before us, who does not perceive
that the inevitable tendency of their proceedings
is, if these should be'found insuflicient, to invoke,

fo ,
. "uld have checked the progress, if it had not
ser-  @0%ether arrested the efforts, of abalition: I am
"“.’": . _“b!_e; 8ir, that this work would have been ac-
,m(.:_ _ I'Shl‘-‘tf;m!:h u’meh | eater-a_blll__ty and with
an- t(t: > ﬁ{lﬂ!ﬁf effect, under the auspices of a com-
blic J. c® than it can be by me. But, anxious as I

"ays am to contribute whateyer is in my pow-

t. '10 the harm .?"-;;,_'bo_l,,lcqrd. and happiness of this |
e

. “ people, T feel mysell irresistibly impelled

finally, the more potent powers of the bayonet.

Mr. President, it is at this alarming stage of
the proceedings of the ultra-abolitionists that I
would serously invite every considerate man in
the country solemnly to pause, and deliberately to
reflect, not merely on our existing posture, but
upon that dreadful precipice down which they
us. Itis because these ultra-abolition-

would hurry

d L . . L= \ . 3 - " .
O whatever isin my power, incompetent as | ists have ceased to employ the instruments of

> ret?;u?:jffflf lgtaﬁb,tqdia;juadeftﬁe tIl'*‘ul::'lic from
- ooAig to agitate a subjecl fraught with the
o;t dim‘jsul consequences. . '
There are three classes of persons opposed, or

' f'- A _ 1 | oT L
mﬂof E@Eﬁnﬂy opposed, to the continued existence of | count

sive [y oin the United States. The first are those

o T Clalag. P esstatioualy opposed to the exis-
o - Olslavery, but who are no less opposed to
heir e

reason and persuasion, have made their cause po-
litical. and have appealed to the ballot box, that I
am 1nduced, upon this occasion, to address you.
There have been three epochs in the history of our
at whieh the spirit of abolition displayed it-

gell. The first was immédiately after the formation
of the present Federal Government. When the

.-G'on;tﬁut'im was about going into operation, ils pow-
lge community at

ers were not well understood by 1

large, and remained to be accurately interpreted and

T ‘_".‘—-l‘-ll-—-"fl—..-_-_n..
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defined. ~ At that period numerous abolition seelé

were formed, comprising not merely the Seciety of | their consent.
Friends, but many other good men. Petitions were “Weuim,ifthay could have amticipatod such

R R D o R s s

Neither of them would probably have made

presented to Congrese, praying for the abolition of | 5 yesuls.

slavery. They were received without seribus oppe-

sition, referred, and reported upon by a committee.

The report stated that the General Government had
no power to abolish slavery as it existed in the sever-
al States, and that these States themselves had ex-

[

clugive iurisdictio‘n- overthe subject. - The report was
generally acquiesced in, and satigfaction and tran-
quility ensued; the abolition societies thereafter lim-
iting their exertions, in respect to the blaek popula-
tion, to offices of humanity within the scope of cxis-
ting laws. X BN

The next period when the subject of slavery,
and abolition incidentally, was brought into notice
and discussion, was that on the memorable ocea-
sion of the admission of the State of Missouri into
the Union. The struggle waslong, sirenuous, and
fearful. It is too recent to make it necessary to
do more than merely advert to it, and to Fay, that
it was finally composed by one of those compro-

mises characteristic of our institutions, and of
which the Constitulion itself is the most signal in-
stance. | |

The third is that in which we now find our-
selves. Various causes, Mr. President, have cen-

| tributed to produce the existing excitementon the

subject of zbolition. The principal one, perhaps,
is the example of British emancipation of the siaves
in the islands adjacent to.our.eountry. Such is
the similaiity in laws, in language, institutions, and
10 common origin, between Great Britain and the
United States, that no great measure of national

| policy can be adopted in the one country without

producing a considerable degree of influence in the
other. Confounding the totally different cases
together, of the powers of the Bntish Parliament
and those of the Congress of the United States, and
the totally different situations of the British West
Undia islands, and the slaves in the sovereign and
independent States of this Confederacy, superficial
men have inferred from the undecided British ex-
periment the practicabibty of the abolition of slave-
ry in these Stales. The puwers of the British
Parliament are unlimited, and aze often described
to be omnipotent. The powers of the American
Congress, on the contrary, are few, cautiously lim-
ited, scrupulousiy excluding all that are not gran-
ted, and, aboye all, carefully and absolutely ex-
cluding all power over the existence or continu-
ance of slavery in the several States. The slaves,
too, upon which British legislation operated, were
not in the bosom of the kingdom, but in remote &
feeble colonies having no voice in Parliament.—
The West India slaveholder was neither represen-
ted nor representative in that Parliament. And
whilst I most fervently wish complete success to
the British experiment of West India emancipation,
I confess that T have fearful forebodings of a disas-
trous termination of it. Whateverit: may be, I
think it must be admitted that, if the British Par-
hament treated the West Indiaslaves as freemen,
i1t also treated the West India freemen as slaves.—
If, instead of the:e slaves being separated by a
wide ocean from the parent country, thiee or four
millions of African negroes had been dispersed over
inzland, Scotland, Wales, and Ireland, and their
owners had been members of the British Parlia-
ment—a case which would have presented some
analogy to that of our own country—does any one
believe that it would have been expedient or
practicable to have emaciated them, leaving them
to remain, with all their embittered feelings, in the
United Kingdom, boundless as the powers of the
British Parliament are?

Other causes have conspired with the Pritish example to
produce the existing excitement from abolition. I say it
with profound regret, but with no intention to oceasion irrita-
tion here or elsewhere, that tlere are persons in both parts
of the Union who have sought to mingle abolition with poli-
tics, and to array one portion of the Union against the oth-
er. It is the misfortune in free countries that, in high par-
ty times, a disposition too often prevails to seize hold of ev-
ery thing which ean strengthen the one side or weaken the
other. Charges of {ostering abolition designs have been
heedlessly and unjustly made by one party against the other.
Prior to the late election of the present President of the U-
nited States; he was charged with being an abolitionist, and
abolition designs were imputed to many of his supporters.—

Much as I was opposed to his election, and am to his Ad-
ministration, I neither shared in making ner believing the
truth of the charge.
| fore the same charge was directed against those who oppo-

He was scarcely installed in office be-

sed his election,

Mpr. President, it is not true, and I rejoice that it is not true,

‘that either of the two great parties in this country has any

designs orambition. I should deeply lament if it were true.
I should consider, if it were true, that the danger to the sta-
bility of our system would be infinitely greater than any

{ which does, I hope, actually exist, Whilst neither party can

be, I think, justly accused of any abolition tendency or pur-
pose, both have been injured, in particular localities, by the
accession or abstraction of ubolition support. If the aceount
were fairly stated, [ believe the party to which I am opposed

has profited much more and, been injured much less, than

that to which I belong. But I am far, for that reason, from
being disposed to -accuse our adversaries of being abolition-
ists. : _ ~
And, now, Mr. President, allow me to consider the several
cases in which the authority of Congress is invoked by these
abolition petitioners upon the subject of domestic slavery.
The first relates to it as it exists in the District of Colum-
bia. The following is provision of the Constitution of the
United States in reference to that matter: ¥

«To exercise exclusive legislation in all cases whatsoever
over such] District (not exceeding ten miles square) as may
by cession of particular States, and thé acceptance of Con-

gress, become the seat of Government of the United States.”

This provision prccad_eﬂ , in point of time, the actual ces-
sions which were made by the States of Maryland and Vir-

ginia. The object of the cession to establish A sear or Gov-

erxMENT oF T Uxitep srates; and the grant in the Constitu-

tion of exclusive ]egialaﬁan must be und&mfoﬁﬁ; and should

be always interpreted as having relation to the object of the

cession. It was with a full knowledge of this clause in the
Constitution that those two States ceded to the General
Government the ten miles squre, constituting the Dlsm‘-‘-t of
Columbia. In making the cession, they suppssed that it was

to be applied, and applied solely, te the purposes of a seat’

Go%emment, for which it was nked. W;*:::ﬁz’:‘h{ pre - ok g e v
lavery existed in both those Commonealths, and in the ce-| Qiate, It may be true that the compromise does 1

g IR, e smbryoe Fon0. 50 Uit 1t absolutely biss | oo
y; but all eandid and impartial men | of
that it ought not to be disregarded with-

ded territory, as it mow continues to exist in
Neither Maryland nor Virginia could have anticipated
whilst the institution remained within their respec

| time to remave their elaves,

ﬂn“ .E s ".I e

From the nature of the provision in the ﬁoﬁ#tjtuﬁoh

and the avowed object of the acquisition of the territo-

ry, two duties asise on the part of Congress. The

L18, torender the District availalile, comfortable,
and convenient, as a seatofl (Government of the whole
Union; the other is, to govern the people within the
District so as best to promote uieir happiness and
prosperity. - ‘These ohjects are totally distinet in their
nafture, and, 1 mterpreting and exercisine the grant
of the power of exclusive legislation, that distinetion
should be constantly borne in mind. 1sit necessary,

in order to render this place a comfortable seat of

the General Government, to abolish slavery within its
limits?  Noene ean or will advance such a proposi-
tion* The Government has remained here near for-
tz: years without the the slightest inconvenience I om
the presece of of domestie slavery. 1s it nacessary
to the weil-being of" the people of the District that
slavery should be abolished from amongst them?—
They not only neither ask or desire, but are almost
unanimously oppesed to it. N exists here in the
mildest and most mitigated form. ‘
39,834 there were, at the last enumeration of the
population of the United States, but 6,119 slaves.—
The number has not probably much inereased gince
They are dispessed over the ten miles square, en-
gaged in the quict pursuits of hushandry, or in menial
offices of domestic life. Ifit were necessary to the
efficiecney of this Plaee as a seat of General Govern-
ment 10 abolish slavery, which is utterly denied, the
abolition should be confined to the necessity which
prompts 11, that is, to the limits of the City of Wash-
ington itselll  Beyond those limits, persons conecern-
ed in the Government of the United States have no
more {60 do with the inhabitants of the District than
they have with the inhabitants ofthe adjacent coun-
ties of Maryland and Virginia which lie beyond the
District. .

Toabolish slavery within the District of Columbia,
whilst it remains in Virginia and Maryland, situated
as that District i, within the heart of thoze States,
would expose them to great practical inconvenience
and annoyance. The District would bécomea place
of refugre and eseape for fugitive slaves from the two
States, and a placé from which a epirit of digcontent,
insubordination, and-insurrection might be fostered
and encourged in the two States. Sappose, as was
at one time under consideration, Pennsylvania had
granted ten miles square within its limits for the pur-
pose of a seat of General Government: could Con-
aress, without a violation of good faith, have intro-
duced and established sluvery within the bosom that
Commonwealth, in the ceded territory, after she had
abolished it so long as the year 1780! Yet the in-
convenience to Pennsylvenia in the case supposed
would have been much less than that to Virginia and
Maryland in the case we are arguing.

It was upon this view of the subject that the Sen-
ate, at its last session, solemnly declared that it would
be in violation of implied faith, resulting from the
transaction of the session, to _abolish slavery within
thg District of Columbia. And would it might he?—
By implied faith is meant that when a grant is made
for one avowed and declared puipose, known to the
parties, the grant ghould not be perverted to another
purpose, anavowed and undeeclared, and injurious to
the grantor. The grant, in considering, of the terri-
tory of Columbia, was a beat of Government.—
Whatever power is necessaiy to accompligh that eb-
ject is carriedalong by the grant. But the abolition

of elavery is not necessary to the enjoyment of this

site as a seal of the General Government. The grant
in the Constitulion, of exclusive power of legislation
over the District, was made to ensure the exclusive
authontyof the General Government to render this
place a safe and =ecure seat of Government, and to

promote the well-being of the inhabitants of the Dis- |

trict. The power granted ought to be interpreted
and exercised solely to theend for which it was gran-
ted. The language of the grant was necessarily
broad, comprehensive, and exclusive, because all the
exigencies which might arise to render this a secure
seat of the General Government could not have been
forsaken and provided for. The language may pos-
sibly be sufficiently comprehensive to include a pow-
er of abolition, but it would not at all thence follow
that the power could be rightfully exercised. 'The
case may be resembled to that of a plenipotentiary
invested with a plenary power; but whe, at the same
time, has a positive Instructions from his govern-
nment as to the kind of treaty which he is to negoti-
ate and conclude. Il he violates those instructions
and concludes a different treaty, his Government is
not bound by it. And if the foreign Government is
aware of the violation, it acte in bad faith. Or it may
he illustrated by an example drawn from private life.
I am an endorser for my friend on a note discounted
in bank. He applies to me to endorse anotherto re-
new it, which | tfﬂ in blank. Now, this gives him
power to make any other use of my note which he

pleases.  But if; instead ol applying it to the inten-

ded purpose, he goes to a broker and sells ity thereby

doubling my respunsibi!itr for him, he commits a

breach of trust, and a violation of the good faith 1m-
plied in the whole transaction. : :

But, Mr. President, if this reasoning were as erro-
neous as 1 believe itto be correct and conclasive, is

the afiair of thelibaration of six thousand negro slaves

in this District, disconnected with the three millions

of'slaves in the United States, of sufficient magnitude.

to agitate, distract and ewmbitter this great Conleder-

acy? |

%‘he next ease in which the petitioners ask the ex-
ercise of the power of Congress, relates o slavery in
the Terr tory of Florida. o

Florida is the extreme southern part of the United
States. Itis bounded on all land sides by slave States
and is several hundred miles from the ncarest free
State. It almost extends withinthe tropics, and the
nearest important Island to it on the water side 1s
Cuba, a slave island, 'The simple statement of its
ceographical position should of itzell decide the ques-
tion.
ceded to the United States, slavery existed within it,
By the terms of that treaty, the efftets and property
of{he inhabitants are secured to them; and the)
allowed to remove and take them away, il they think

proper to do go, without limitation as to time. If it

‘were expedient, therelure, to abolish slavery in it, it
could not be done consistently with the treaty, with-
‘out granting 10 the ancient inhabitants a reasonable
But further. By the
compromise which took place on the passnge of the
act fo

‘the year 1820 it was agreed and understood that the

| line of 86° 3¢’ of north latitude should mark the houn-
dary between the free Stafes and the slave States to
‘be ereated in the territories of tho United States ceded
by the treaty of Louisianna; those situated south of
it being slave States, and those north ofit free States.
But Florida is rmml;roﬁt;_attg;ﬁe;sgndi . c?iuqﬁ;gﬂy;
‘accordine to the epirit of the understanding whic
N evailod at the period alluded to, should be @ slave

3

at the pe

-

i

n terms embrace

OF SOCIAL HAPPINESs.”” . . ...

its its abolition would be attempted by Congress without | out the most wei
could be more

‘maining Territory to be admitied into the
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rhity *Gﬂﬁiid&mtinm, add that nothing
shees | p;ec;.wd thzn ’wl open anew the
bleeding wounds which were happily bound up and
healed by that compromise. Florida is the uuf re-
| /nion
with the institution of domestic slavery, while Wis-
congin and lowa are tow nearly ripe for admission
without it. S o | | i
The next inatance in which the exercize of the pow-
er ol Congress is eolicited 1s that of’ prohibiting what
i# denoinated by petioners the sglave-trade between

the States, or as it ig deseribed in abolition petitions
the trafic in human beings between the States.—

In a population or

This exercise-of the power of Congress is claimed
under that clause of the Constitution which invest it
with authority to regulate commerce with foreign na-
tions, and among the States, and with the Indian
tribes. 'Fhe powerto reglate commerce among the

the several States, like other powers in the Constitus

tion, has hitherto remained dormant in regpeet to the
interior trade by land between the States. 1t was a
power granted, like all the other powers of the Gener-
al (rovernment Lo secure peace and harmony amony
the States,
ercisc.it.  All the eases in which, during the progress
of time_ it may become expedient tou?‘xél't thggeg:;:-

al ﬂumdﬁ iy 10 I‘e;.{mmwnrmwap hp ween thﬂ Slﬂtﬂﬂ-
cannot be conceived. We may easily imagine, how-

.e_ye'r', contingencies which, if they were to happen,
might require the interpogilion of the common au-
thority. i, for example, the State of Ohio were, by
law, to prohibit any vessel enteting the port of Cin-
cinnatti, from the port of Louisville, in
that case be not already - provided for by the laws

which regulate our coasting-trade, it would be con-

tent to the General Governmenttoannul the pro-
ibition emanating from State authority. Or il the
State of Kentucky were Lo prohibit the introdaection,

within its limits,; ol any article of trade, the production

of the industry of the inhabitants of the State of Olio,
the General Government might, by its authority, su-
persede the State enactment, Buat [ deny that the
General Government has any authority, whatever,
from the Constitution, to abolish what 18 ealled the
slave trade, or in other words to prohibit the removal
of slaves {rom one slave State to another slave State,

The grant in the Constitution is of a power of reg-
ulation, and not prohibition, It is conservative, not
destructive. Regulation ez vi fermani implies the
::ont%nued existence or prosecution of the thing regu=
ated.

to facilitate and accommeodate, not to obstruct and ine
commode the commerce to be regulated. Can. it be

pretended that, under this power to regulate com-
merce among the States, Congress has the power lo

prohibit the transportation of live stock whieh, in

countless numbers, are daily pasaing from the Wes-
tern and interior Btates to the Southern, Southwestern

aed Atlantic States? The moment the incontestible

fact is admitted, tha negro tlaves are property, the
law of moveable property irresistibly attaches Ttself

to them from one to another State, where they are

recognized as property without any hindrance whats

ever from Congress.
But, Mr. President, I will not detain the Senate

longer on the subjects of elavery within the Distiict
and in Florida, and ofthe right of Congress to prohib-
it the removal of elaves from one State to anether.
These as 1 have already intimated, with ultra-aboli-

tionists are butso many masked batteries, concealing

the real and mtimate point of attack. The point of
attack is the institation of domestic slavery as it ex+
It is to liberate three millions of

ists in these States.
slaves held in bondage within them.. - And now ‘al=
low me, sir, to glance at the insurmountable obsta-

cles which lie in the way of the accomplishment of

this end, and at some. of the consequences which
would ensue if it were possible to attain it.

The first impediment is the utter and absolute
want of all power on the part of the General Covern-
ment to eflect the purpose. The Constitution of the
United States ereates a limited Government, compri= -
sing compartively of few powers, and leaving the

the residuary mass of political power in the possession
of the several States.
ject of slavery interposed one of'the great difficulties

in the formation of the Constitution. [t was happily
compromieed and adjusied inaspiritof harmony and
patriotism. According to that compromise, no power
whatever was granted to the General Government jn
respect to domestic slavery, but that which relates to

taxation and representation, and the power to restore
[ngitive glaves to ther law['ul’

in regard to the institutjon of slavery was retained ex-
clusively by the States, to be exercised by them sev-
erall}?, according to their respectjve views of theirown
peculiar jnterest.

States never could have been formed upon the princi-

ple of investing the General Government with author-

ity to abolish the institutjon atits pleasure. It never

Hitherto it has not been necessary to ex~

entucky, if

Prohibition implies total discontinuance or
annihilation. The regulation intended was designed

It is well known that the sub-

owners _All other power

The Constitution of the Unijted

can be continued for a single day if the exercise of

hen by the treuty of 1819 with Spain, it was

ey are

r the admision of Missouri into the Umon, in|

such a power be assumed or usurped. ‘1
But it may be intended by these ultra-abolition-

ists that their object is not to stimulate the action of

the General Government, but to operate npon the

States themselvesin which the institution of domes-

tic slavery exists. If that be their object; why are
these abajl,it ion societies and movements all confined
to the free States?  Why are the slave States wan-
tonly and cruelly assailed! Why do the abolition
presses teem with publications tending to excite ha-
tred and animosity on the part of the inhabitants of
the free States agains |
Why is Congress petitioned? The f{ree States have
no more power or right to interfere with institutions

‘in the slave Stateg, confided to the exclusive juris-

diction of those States, than they would have to in=
terfere with institutions existing in any foreign coun-
try.  What would be thought of the formation of so-
cieties in Great Britain, the issue of numerons inflam-
matory publications, and the sending out of lecturers

throughout the kingmdom, denouncing and aimng at

the destruction ol any of . the ingtitutions of France?
Would they be regarded as progeedings warranted by

%]aod neighborhood? Or what would be thought of

the formation ol societies in the slave States, the is-

sue of violent and inflammatory traets, and the deputation of

missionaries, pouring out mmpassioned denunciations against

{nstitutions urider the exclusive control of the free States? 1a

their purpose to appeal to our understandings, and to actuate

our humanity? And do they espect to accomplish that pur-
pose by holding us up to the scorn, and contempt, and detes-

tation of the people of the free States and the whole eivilized
world? The slavery which exists amongst us is onre affair,
ot theirs; & they have no more justconcernwith it than they

have with Sla?él:y as it exists throughout the world. W‘lt;‘
not leave it to us, asthe common Constitution of our country
has left it, to be dealt with, under the guidance of Providence,

inst thiose of the slave States?— |

as best we may or can? | | 2k
The next obstacle in the way of abolition arises out
of the fact of the presence ia the slave States of three

‘millions ofslaves. They are there, dispersed through-
out the land fnﬁﬁﬁd?w-rﬁf our population. They
~were brought into the country originally under the
authority of the parent Government whilst we were
o8, and their importation was continued in spite

all the remonstrances of our ancestors. If the

question were an original question, whether, thesa
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