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ol 1l Luu-l ol nppeal, 3uu will see that t‘-p tune*l--

'n.': Y11 H Llll) ol lh.:. lax is SUaIdlm-d

‘i e recistered and lice ased tonage belonging to the |

. of Baltimore on the Ist of October, 1840, amount

value to $2,172,220, to which must be added the

A ge J!“‘.Iiﬂli.*il'u at the other ports n{ the Dlate, the
not ascerteined.

. for the coming year

. of which 1 have
o reyenue from the direct tas
w:.! Leconsequently increased by the tax upon this
ghe i ,;,-riuu HI- I'n_lh]]l'[':;,' i.HHi.l T ? H Il t '[!!‘1"_

“wd will furnish 2 valuable itema In your estimate ol

seans to meet the demands upon the treasury.

v i = & .'I__-IL W
* DECCR=ATY however lor you (o consider waethel

: ; | gild i Gt
gasineil ol this NpeCies Ol inl--}:-‘-t".}' has been iul
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¥ LLIP, Ll:lii wilielier soina L risiation Is not necessa-

render the tax upon it fully avaiiab
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., taken [rom the eity coliector, and the register ol
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e II\ Was nfi ured (o pay 1t mlo 2 easury.
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ney Lxeneral to call 1pon thai ollicer 1o ascertam bis de
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A rnpaton n regar | to the payment ol this tax; lie al |
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I 28 execotors”

a0t Their teata:o
ne !lyﬂﬂr Mu, '
have n@™atercst in exped:ﬁﬂg W
adjustment of the commissions by the Orphans’ Courts
and the revenue of the State will be probably delayed
beyond the twelve months {rom the date of the letters
in each case. It would be ¢
law could be so amended as to make the revenue con-
templated by 1t,
ireasury.

In my judgment the defect suggestad may e remov

ed, and this law rendered conspicuously available m

A

certainly desirable it this

more lmmediately available 1o the

ent time, |

.1

"l

‘-c;ir(,-nmi his determination to comply with th € |

- unless otherwise ::_{uuu:’.y mstructed by the City

.-'.“:'.lmlilit'r;,hj.' whoin he was AP pPoined and 1 zn |

pleased to inform you that this tax {or the pres |
aincystag 1 the sum ol £),407 34, Las been paud,
L.“,..lﬁ h!.l“ due,
year, in “reference to which you will make such provis
Yo et give such mnstructions as to you may appear
@il cssary and right.
As the direcetax must be lookedglo by you for the
bu‘.ltEl‘ portion of the means to meet the demands up-
1 the treasury, I was impressed with the paramount
i portance of supplying you with all the information

~egsary lo the formation ol a correct estimate ol the
Uububle revenue which will for the cowing year be
eived from that sourceé and I have been, 1 apprehend
more minute (fan*will be acceptable to you; v*l"'-nlv,
snore So than has béen agreeable to mysell.
[ have prepared with some care, and will now sub-
tabular estimate ol the

the like snm for the tax ol the past

it for your consideration, a
.. venue which will have acerued from the dwect tax,
i

wnd which is, or may be made collectable during the

enrrent fiscal year, and [ shall consider my labor most
amply rewarded if by this means I shall furnish you
with any assistance in forming a correct estunale ol 1he
revenue wm L for the current year will be collected

{rom this source

I'he direct tax ul one quarter of ole per cene.,

177 139,615 23, the present assessex | value of the

;eal and personal property, 142,549 11
L :e for arrears of tax for 1811, 1312,

1843 and 1844, about | 501.220 U

upon

< )

'ur items of direct tax not ineiuded o {

' i

and from
bt‘t‘*ll

Jie general assessment,
which but little revenue has
hitherto derived—1to wit:

‘Tax upon the capital stock of the

Bﬂl‘lks of the City of DBaltunore,
T'ax upon the ¢
~ corporat; d mstitutions, 15,000
Tax on Balum ore city stook for 44, 0,467
Tax on Baltimore city stoci for ’46, 0,497 .
Tax on the fuaded debtof the State, 27 602
Tax on ships and other vesses, 0,430 59
Estimated arrears of tax on ships, §c. 5,000 06

'pll.ll ‘ilU‘Jn of other in

Tax for 15344 and 45, due from the

KFarmers’ and Planters’, and Wes-

tern Banks of Baltimore, 4.542 25

$1,004,001 29

I need not say t6 you that the amount of revenue
whmh w;ll accrue by no means furnishes the test of
the amount which will be reee ived; and [ have furmish

* ed you an estimate of the former only with the view

that you may as practical Statesmen (looking to the

experience of the past, and the additional means of col

lection which your legislation will afford,) form an es-
timate of the latter, which may approxumnate
ness.

Your predecessors when they assembled fo
the duties which now Lh.*.*o.-vu oun you, were
by his Excellency, Governor Thomas, that the
ities of the State had increased during the fiscal year
which had then ended, by the sum of $2/9,0338 54;
and it manifestly became their duty to arrest this pro-

gressive accumulation of the public debt.
In this position of things the Important enquiry was

submitted to their consideration, whether for the addi

coircct

scharge
miormed

{tabil

. tional revenue required, they should resort to ndirect

taxation, or increase the direct lax to the required a-
mount. Their determination to raise by indirect taxa
‘liun, all the additional revenue that might be required,
;whu:h was 10 my judgment wise and just, has since
uadergone the ordeal ol a public canvass, and has
becn ﬂpctmned by the approval of the people. The
principle of indirect taxation, and the poljcy of a resort
to this sousce for a portien ¢l the public revenue,

( which recommends 1tsell wo approval, by the diminish |

ed expense ol collection, by the increased certainty of
_payment, and by the justice of relieving the owners of
_visible and 1anzible property, upen whom, under pre-
existing legislation the burthens of taxation had exclu-

*  Tvely fallen) may now be considered as settled by the

ltlgency ot public affairs, and by the

r | ained public sentiment.
* I now m to call your attention very briefly to

L

sanction of a

|

ot vear |

sustaining the eredit ol the State, il you will g0 amend
1, in cases which shall hereafter occur, wnstead of Uhe tax
now imposed; as 1o require executors and administrators
to pay to the register jor the use of the treasury within
thirty days from the return of the mventory, 1 each
case, one per cent upon
and to requre that the kxecutor or Aduunistrator 1n
each case (upon the presentation ol the final account
lor passage, and belore 1t ?:.'LL | be passed, or lus cow-

unssion ollowed,) shall pay o the register [or the use
of e State, one per cent upon the difference between
the amount of the Inventory and the amount upon
which the executor or mlnnnmlmlur s entitled (o a
commission—the amount of the tax 1n each case ‘0 be
Jeducted from the commissien which may be allowed
Whilst the eflect of

the amendment sugsested would be so salutary to the

to1he executor or administrator.

' State, its only effect upon the executor or aduninistra-

tor would be to reduce the maxiunuin ol conmission

which could be allowed hin by the Orphans’ Courts

{rom ten to nine per cent, and tae minimum from five

to four per cent.

You are aware that whenever an executor Is the res
iduary legatee, or the residuary legatee consents, and
wherever the administrator is entitled to the whole res:
due, they arﬁa‘#mnzed upon giving the bond requir
ed by tie act, ol Assembly, to take the estate without
returning an mventory or or account, orn any man.

the amount ol the ventory; |

‘the path w Yich hiad hiitherto U['Il'!. led 1o dis appointiment

- _.1.._.._

ol summu s, and lmpUamﬂ' such pf‘!‘ldl-

adult parties and the guardians ol minor

rnegleclﬂr refusal to pay within the

i as would make their interest to com-

uently ensure theiw compliance with
e

that this law can and will be so amen

0 ma&‘!’i al nnrp practically eflicient as

rn luw annual recei s fron

¢ of $10,000.
| hap. 302 ““im; osing a
adl registes,’®@has, T believe, been
_ Vi ,and'he lax 'munhnglu a-
*: nosed by it, has been &linost entirely
: esum&ytﬂ! rehed on from this
Rirepfor.
lﬂfs of the last session, which
5|defﬂ it may b8 remdrked that

| sequently embraced ouly twenty days,

pith ihe mest universal approval of
out predecessors certainly deserve
puon of a system o! taxation
anidy coatribute to the relief of
lch at the same time, is so entirely
i the pubhr: will.
3 en, be wantipg in duty to mysell,
a4 L0 OUT pryaece: by whom it was passed, if |
qllﬂuld lel O Ire er w &J.E ;1{:1 of the last session, lt.‘i;:n

280, nnpmum ‘the Stamp Tax,’ the only revenue mea k

sure adopted by them which has proved unaceceptable

to any portion ol the people in any part of theS'ate,—
If unmeasured denunciation——throuch the nyblic press
from the hustings—and in every other shape whicl
could ms-

the ingenuity of 11s enemies could devise,

lead the judgment of an enlight :ned people m reler
ence to a measure so eminently caleulated 1o promote

public eood. the first

S’

their individual interest and the
act of the session you are abcut to commence, wou'd
be entitled, *“An act to repeal the Stamp Tax.”

But the representatives ol the people of Marylend
may always rely with certain confidence upon the sup
nort of their constituents, when like your predecessors,
(alter tesiing the msecurity of the beaton path—the n

utility of further laws, based7pon tire pre existing prin
ciple of taxation,) they at once (regardiess of unjust
censure, and with a proper reliance upon their own
abandcn

jm ‘gn.ent, and the judgment of e people,)

and pursue a new course, leading to the redemption
of the Lioror of the State, and the goed faith ot her ent
1ZENS.

| ask, gentlemen, I [eel I mnay ask with confidence
vour candid consideration of a measure which, when
properly amended, will be of more practical uulity in
the present monetary condition of the State than any
aw upon the =tatute book.

it has been called the British Stamp Jct, and denoun
ced as anti Demoeratic; butl do not propose in addres
sing you, to consider such gratuitous and unfounded
denuaciations, for I am aware that you are too conver
sant with the listory of yonr country not to know that

our fathers, in their opposition to the tyranical imposi

tions of tne mother country, were governed by the prin
ciples “*of resisance to taxation without representalion,”

ner sewling with the Orphans’ Courts; and 1n this class | and that they opposed the Stamp Tax passed by the

of cases the tax imposed by this act cannot be collect-
ed. I would, therelore, recommend the repeal of so
much of the act of 1798, chapter 101, as coafers this
privilege. &

Permit me in this connection to refer also to the act
of 1844, chapter 187, *‘imposing a tax on the commis
sions of trustees and receivers,”” for the purpose of re
markiag that [rom a statement received from the reg-
ister in chancery and from the clerks and registers
of the several counties, showing the amount of commis
sions allowed for two consecutive years to executors,
administrators, trustees and receivers, (assuming the
average of those years as the data of calculation,) the
revenue which will accrue; (and if the proposed a-
mendments are adopted) which w:ll be received for
the coming year from the two laws will not fall short
of $30,000. Permit me also to s=uggest the enquiry
wliether this law may not be so amended as to make 1ts
proceeds more immediately payable into the treasury.

Under the provisions of this law: the tax 18 to be as-
certained by the auditor, when he audils the accounts of

| the trustee or receiver, and is 10 be paid by the trustee

or recerver within thirty days alter the [inal ratification
oi the accounts so audited. "It is unnecessary to point
out the great delay which must occur under the ex-
1sting provision 1a the payment ol this tax. You are
aware that tlie compensation ol trustees and recivers s
fixed by a Chancery scale, gradualed by the amount of
the sale, or the value of the property where no sales
I{ 1 am right in this statement, 1t i1s clear
that the trustee or receiver can unmediately afier the
ratification of the sales made by them, oralter the as-
certainment of the value ol the property, when no sale
is to be made, ascertaia with as much certainty as the
auditor, the amount of their commissions; and 1 can
see no well founded objection to an alteration of this
act by which they shall be direc'ed to pay within thirty
days afier the ratification of the sale or aseertainment
of the amount of property where no sale is to be made,
the one-tenth of the comimssions to which they are en
titled by the Chaneery scale. 'This amendment would
cenainly render this law greatly more availaole as a
revenue measure; and if no weil founded objection can
be urzed to its adoption, I would invoke for it your la-
vorable eonsideration.

I will now eall vour attention to the act of the last
session, ehapter 237, **imposing a tax on collateral in
heritances, distributive shares and legacies.” The de
lay which also occurs under this law in the payment
of the tax mnposed, and the propriety of adopung such
amendments as will render 1t more practically benefi-
cial as a revenue 111&{1;;!;':‘9,' will mernit your attentive
consideration. | 1

Under its provisicns the tax on distributive shares

and legacies is required to be paid by the executor or
admuimstrator “‘before he pays over the distributive share
or legacy;’’ and 1 reference to the 1ax on real estate it
mages it the duty ol the executors and administrators
(withouta penalty) to report to the Levy Courts all
the real estate of which their testators or intestates
have died seized, and the Levy Courts are réquired.
on the first of June in each year, to value the estates,

are made.

| and at the next period of making . the county levy, 1o

levy this tax.
1 submit for your consideration, wheiher the delay

incident to the existing provisions of this law would
not be removed by an amendment, requining (in all

future cases) the Orphans’ Courts to issug a summons

airected to all collateral legatees and distributees of
personel estate, and to all coliate;al devisees and ipher
itors ot real estate, being of fullage., and to the guar-
dians of such as are minors, requiring them to pay the
tax imposed by this act within three months from the

1

qual bearing oi this law upon a particular class ol the
communt!y, has conatituted the only plausible objec-

sider the argument, that the nequality which does ex

{ ture of the property,

fourth of one per ceal.lhe fax which is paid by the

British Parliament, not because it -was QS U9Y Rl T,
but because they were unrepresente:d in the Parhhament
which passed it. And 1 might be c onsidered wanting
In respect, were I te remind you that a similar law to
the one now denounced as anti Democralic, was passed |
by Congiess during the Presidential term of Mr. Mad)
son, by the party vote ol the then Democralic party. |

I will not, therfore, consider for a moinent these
ere denuuciations against a measure so vitally impor
tant to the interest ol your constituents; but will pro-
ceed to the consideration of such objections to the prin
ciple aud policy of the measure, as have been in good
faith, and with a belief in their reality, urged against
if.

it was said that the law was inconvenient; but the
practical operation of the measure has clearly evinced

the error o! this assertion.

[t hasbeen urged that the law was unequal in its
bearing, because the greater poriion of the revenue der
ived from 1t was paid by the mercantile mteresi. But
this argument was certainly a two edged sword; for it
was apparent, that if the faet were asserted, the mer
caniile inlerest only paid=the greater portion of this tax,
because ol their ownership of a greater porion of the de
scription of property lazed , precisely as the landed in
lerest paid a greater portion of the tax upon real estate
than the mercantile interest, because of their ownership
of a larger proportion of that particular description of
property.

And the owner of real estale nught as justly elaim
an exempton {tom taxation for that description of prop
erty, because he paid more than the merchant, as
could the merchant from liis taxr, bhecause hie received
and owned more proinissory notes’ and consequently

paid more than the land holder. The supposed une

tion which has been urged against the e¢onunuance of
the measpre. 11 therefore, 1 can demonstraie 1o the
unanswerable hfhhiaumu of every one who will con-

st is a prectical nequalaly in favor ol those who pay
the tax; 1 shall expect for this measure the support of
all those who now oppose 1t upon this ground.

The direct tax law of eighteen bundred and
foriy one imp oses 2 lax of one fourth of cne per
cent, upon all the property 1a the Stale, and re.
quires the collectors annuaily to assess ail the prop
erty which should thereafter come 1ato existence,
of be found in the State and not asse-sed by the
assessors appointed by that law. The increase of
yisible personal property, (such as slaves} and the
increase of real estate, (by the erection of houses)
are ygder the provisions of the direct tax law
brought at once into the assessment, and the own
ers pay the tax of one fourth of one per cent
upon it. By the direct tax law, all odligations for
the payment of money are taxed at the amouat ex
pressed in the obligation, and although every new
obligation taken since the act of 181 should, un
der ils provisions be assessed, and pay the tax
of one quarter of one per cent—yet from the na
and the impossibility of its
ascertainment by the collectois, all this deecrip-
tion of property which has come into existence
since 1811, has escaped the tax imposed by that
act, and now only pays under the Stamp Act the

one twentienih ol one per cent., instead of the one

owners of every other descriptron of proparty which

has come into mdtmm 1341
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Smt‘erely lrus‘nnﬂ' th.il this view of the sub-
ject mny,change the opinion of some of those who
have hitherto oppused the continuance of this law
upon the ground of its supposed inequality. [ will
now ask your consideration of such ameniments
as experience and the construction placed upon
its provisions by the Court of Appeals,
shown to be necessary.

This law went into effect on the tenth of May
of the present year, and under its provisions quar
terly relurns were to be made of the receipts un
der it, Tommencing with the first of June. The
returns which were made on the 1st of June con

Lave

lie entire
period for which the law had thea been in force,
and the recipts for this period will, in my opin
ion, furnish the date from which a correct esti
mate may be forined of the revenue which would
be derived from this law, if made to embrace all
the instiuments upon which the law pRacticaily
operated prior to the decision of the Court of a
peals.
The treasurer’s report will, [ suppése, furaish g o
the receipts {rom this law for ke first twenty days end-
e T ntJunE and takin S
» You wull see that the

rarel ﬂ"lﬂ pmbrac]ﬂg [llE
were fMls pf.‘ﬂﬂh '.]l'ﬂﬂllﬂ’“y JCI

uons of the law, wouud exeded 1l _
. » ’
I cannot, in any other Way ~50 suZEFe
most of the amendments to this law, " wrhié
judgment, should be adopted, as by referring (@

1is as the basis ol
- -
for the enz

nents yrich

cision of the Court ¢f Appeals, and expressing my
conviction that an amendment whick would specifical-
ly embrace each and all of the mnstruments which age

decided by the court ‘o be excluded by the phraseslogy |
! oreal exient.
approval of the people, and weuld double the revenue |

of the exisiing law, would receive the alinost universal
which 1s derived from this law as it now stands.

I have recetved from various sources the suggestion
that lottery tickets should be suliected to the provis

ions of this act. 1! you can, without danger 10 the ex

—_
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No.50 Pinest,. l}hl..l.._ and 1060 Nassau st. (Tribun
Buildings,) N. Y., and S. Ji. corner of Balt. and
Calvert st., Baltimore, is our authorized Agent {o
receivin  Advertisements and .‘.i!!:ru"':'E;j'f"*li‘-i 1o the
““Cavicringe CuronicrLre,”’
eeipting for the same.
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EXTENSIVE AND DARING ROBBERY .—
The office of . R. Hooper, E+q., Attorney at Law,
of this town, was enjered on Sunday nmght last b
persons and robbed of upwards of
THIRTEEN HUNDRED AND FIFTY DOLIARS In cash.—
The thief or thievgg effected their entrance througi
the back window,

some person or

and after lorcing all the drawer
found the duplicate key ol lus yon safe, in which the
1 oney was deposited, and with this unlocked the sal:
and took therefrom the a“%ove sum, leaviog but fiv.

{

of thesale. Sucha loss falls with a cruslnn; weig N

‘l.

he money, av.(h the exceplion Ol Ollein
) f..”"d [ f'.j.i".t-h Eﬂ- u

Fhe
i |
Ijr%-\u . }tlngs ._"
 shon tune siee w 1wy se
' : y
houn had the eflect ol g0 e S

£

(] i
A lew days wpast Mr. Adamspade 4

apeecs Wk ':1‘-;15 creaigd considerable excuiement “f
the sentipnent® ullered Y him,—bel g Iu}.'.Jr.tI-le 1o L]

immediate jascage of the resolutions giving notice 19

sting revenue whicli is derived from the lottery sy=tein, |

require that each lottery ucket which shall be Lereat-
ter sold in this State shall be stamped, aad pay 1en
cents, 1t would certainly add very much to the revenae

which would be derived from this measure, | W

d il Wl .

| believe, be applauded by all classes of the comm

ty. Iamn sausfied that no constututional ob;
ists o the legislation suggested, unless such a
ton may LH_‘ founded upon the present contract enter
ed into by the lottery commissioners of the Siate, for
the drawings ol the present year.

I have nolseen the contract, and have been on!
that it

for the present fiscal year 2 sum of $20,000, which |

i | ¥ !

secures 1o lthe St

tormed in reference te 1t,

more than double the amount received lroin thiis soure
for the past pear.
the Stamp Act could not be extended to the sale ol lot
tery tickets during the continuance of this contract, no

tract, you should be of opinion that the provisions of

constitutional impediment can interpose to prevent the |
adoption of such a provision, tagtake efifect from and |

after the Ist of December next, the period at which, |
believe, the present contract will expire.

It has been estimated by those who should Le conver

sant with the subject, that the number of lottery tickeis
soldin the State during the past year,
milhion. I the number sold would be lessened by
the imposijion of thi= tax of ten cents upon each licket

Lireal i:;;i.‘.'ij: lerinination --i' e J;; il .,m'u‘a:; |

cv., We thinl ute probable that 1

l.I.Ll:L '-I l.

s 4 i il'.i"+1.'

e Coul

i1f, upon an examination of the con

E'J-LL‘PHHE:{J OIE |

|
|
|
et, a greal moral resull (unaccomplished by your pre |

. |

decessors when legislating, especially for that purpose) | «

er beiween the slave and lree Sial

the a2nnexation ol Texas, while <M
" il;w \'i. r!;!1
pposed oy Mesent the

1'.1t:1;.:alﬂ

' i.'f!";il**:.
| l"n L1

f L’ﬂ"fri"]

IniDE Ol _-";.‘i'ui..,ﬁnf 1s {rom
and = s
Old Hunkers ol

which are quite culting to-the ssuthern wing

Lilas made some remar. s

—

ocricy, and by the by, are lar frow being

iree il
Texas and

clen e siav

them o0

will have been attained; and if the number soid would |
not be diminished by the 1ax, vou would still have con |

solation n the reflection, that by placimg one hundred
thousand dollars addiuonal revenue in the Treasury

of Maryland upon the pledged laith of the State, will |

ol the contract upon which their money was oblain

E‘Ll.

Gentlemen, I believe that the adoption of the ani
ments to thie law, which have beed snggested,)
dmgsuch of the lostruments *-:in-v hfn in the second
section of the law as itroduced at the last session, as

In your opinion will not occasion public inconvenience)

| ern

' | with ilu'!;l;
every one whose money has been loaned 10 the iu-nijh- I

aroes and tobad

for the future he paid according to the spirit and letter |

inciu |

will supersede the necessity of an increase of the direct | .

relerence to
the other revenue measures reviewed in thm CONMMNUL |
cation, will secure the annual payment of the sum
specified, as ncces

tax; and with the legislation mdicated

sary to meet the demands upon the
treasury.

I cannot pass from the consideration of this law with
out adverting to one of its provisions, lor the purpose
of pressing upon your consideration the mnportance of
adopting a similar provision in reference to all the
public revenue which is now collected by the clerkso
the county courts, and the registers of wills.

By the provisions to which I have reference, the
clerks of the county courts, who are made the reci)i
ents of this revenue of the levenug of the State, are re
quired to pay quarlerly to the treasurer the amount re
ceived by them; and their failure to pay as required, |
declared a misdemeanor in oflice, and the Executive is
required ““upon the rendition of a judgment against
the delinquent o consider the office vacant, and appoint
some other person to fill 1t.”’
ion, whilst it enables the State to rely with certainty
cn the payment of the whole revenue which shall ac

crue, at the ume it does accrue, 1s equally salutary to

the officer, in 1ts prevenuve influence upon his use ol

thie public funds.

Under our revenue system, I believe that fully one
half of the State’s revenue will herealter be collected
by the clerks and registers, and the adoption of ihe
same provision in reference to all the public money re
ceived by these officers whtch s now provided by 1
stamp act in reference to the money received by the
clerks under its provisions, will effectually secure the
punetual payment of the public revenue at the periods
specified in the law, which is the great principle sought
after in the enactgent of such laws.

The report of the Treasurer will exhibitr a general
improvement in most of the ordinary as wellas extra

ordinary sources of revenue; and he will meet vou (af

ter having paid towards the public debt an amount

more than equal to one year’s interest,) with a surplus
of $199,412 16 in the Treasury.

Before closing theé financial portion of this commu |

nication, [ cannot forbear expressing to you the high
sense [ entertain of the merits of this officer. His abil
1y, his untiring energy, and unbending honesty, emi
nently qualify him for the discharge of the arduous du
ties of this office at the present critical juncture.
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