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THE LOVE OF CHRIST. it, have substituted such a law as reason recog- [ by the freedom nf any power. The question |sition involving your respoasibility ¢e yourseli,

nizes, but false and implying no obligation: | of liberty or necessity tusns altogether upon the
such, kind Reader, have been the character of]mode in which any power is determined in its
systems designed directly or indirectly to des-}action; notupon the fact that there are limits,
troy all right and wrong, consequently the!wideror narrower, to its exercise. If then by

your neighbor and your God. - The. charagter of
the will and the apparent. confliction of..lhe
wretchedness of Human destiny with the ben-
eficience of our Creator will be discussed here-

L)

» | “Way, in all these things we are more than con-

.| guerors, through him that loved us."

ES =P SELE R e

I HAVE withia my peaceful breast,
Embalmed, a gem beyond all price;

A gem no fiend can e’er molest,

Nor cunning foe can e’er entice.

‘T1s watched by faithfui sentinels,

Whose bosoms swell with love for me—
A sacred love which never fails

In tilme or in eternity.

truth of the proposition that man is free to will,
and the immediate consequence of whose priu-
ciples was the origin of the once formidable
systems of Pantheism, Mysticisin and Skepti-
cism; but now considered, when palsied by the
power of their own weapons, as baseless fabricks
of man’s ingenuity. The infatuation and blind
enthusiasm of Pantheists grasping at the mere
snadow of reality and proclaiming the existence
of one bein s, self-existent and necessary, and
adhering to the illusory chuneras of a tortured
intellect unilluminedd by faith, was.led 1 the

hberty is ment the power of doing what we wifl,
liberly is ascribed to a power whose every char-
acteristic is necessary action. For the act, by
which we fulfil a resolve is a necessary conse-
quence of that volition. By such systems our
Ireedoin 1s placed where it does not exist—

where we are not conscious of it, but of neces-

sity. Hume’s distinguished for the elegance
and beauty of its philosophy, oniginated in the
confusion of language—the substitution of cir-
cumstance for cause. As man in the Investi-

after. And in conclusion permit us to affirm
that you are as free in your power of resolving
—as free to actin vour proper sphere ' as - your

Creator himself; and that all the apparent res- -

triction attending your.action are but the con-
ditions which establish rather than destroy ‘the
reedom of your willi» For‘upon the same piin-
ciple could man deny the freedom of the govs
ecnment under which we live, because of the

existence of laws instituted for the preservation

of society and the happiness of the human fam-

“Where'’er Iam where’er I go, gation ofany physical science and in determ- |ily. To deny it, and man becemes a mers ma-

~_This precious gem does comfort Lring;
It is my guide to all I do,
My hope, my trust, my everything.

When on the sea, and giant waves

Roll o’er the ship inrage and foam,
I have a hone which to me cleaves,
Though all around be grief and gloom.

When on the land, and thunders roll,

And lightnings flash in glaring streaks,
There is a voice which to my soul

Sweet words of peace and comfort speaks.

When daring fiends around me bow,
With angel’s smiles, to tempt my heart,
My friend within inforins me how

To ward the storm and act my part.

And when disease does prostrate lay
This weak and mortal frame of nune,

My all does ev’ry pain allay,
- And fills my soul with peace divine.

When on the brink of Jordan’s stream,
All earthly help proves comfortless,
The ¢ Love of Christ,” that priceless gem,
#Vill help me o’er to happiness.

:Be not surprised thatI regard
‘This gem above algwealth and price;
‘T'is that alone Which can reward,
And land me safe in Paradise.

COMMUNICATED.

v| - Mr. Epitor.—Knoying that the dimensions
«| of the columpns of the “Chronicle’’ were better
aive | adapted to the discussion of miscellaneous sub-
dg | jects than those of its adversary, we waited upon
¢ | vou personally prior to the publication of tie
|anvitatjon addressed C. S; but having been 1n-
|ifprmed of your absence in the country, and de-
- | signing to leave Cambridge sometime during
this:month, we wajjed upon the Editor of the

‘| sed he confered by the publication ¢f ,contripu-
tions for his paper, we must insist upon pot be-
ing.made responsible to an intelligent commu-
. | nity for his orthography or syntax.

H st Yodr ob’t, serv’t.,
Lawgbridge, Dec. 3. H.

' (}aninced that when the perfeet . freedom of

|2ty of Absolute Universalism cagnnot conceal its
.| deformity, your attention, kind Reader, is re-
- | quested to the consideration of the first propo-
.|.Bition; viz: ‘‘that man is a free agent” or is free
inis power, of resolving,—free agency invol-
| ving if notan absurdity, a gross ccntradiction
| of terms.
|~ The discyssjon of this proposition involved
“| for long time mysteries impenetrable and dark-
“|'ness without depth. The ingenuity of man ev-
1er prone to evil, has ever contrived to envelope
| the bright luminary ef his own existence in ob-
| scurity and gloom. Prqud tho’ (ebased, urnd
- | rendered often wretched by the compunctious
- |ithrobbings of his own immortality, Time has
_ | been called to wijtness one continued and un-
ir{ interrupted strife in the mental and physical
y | world. His genius of investigation, naturally
- | fépd of revealing the hidden secrets of his own
e | bosom and exploYing the dark caverns of Etei-
)- | nity, and encouraged in its aspirations by the
n | startling assurance ‘‘man, thou shalt never die?”’
$y | has, tho’ often” when tramelled by prejudice
B0 | and corruption or bewildered in its own con-
Bn | templatiohs, heen identified with the ruin and
.| degradation ,of its race,—still achieyed triumphs
d | immortal in themselves and rendered most "ac-
’i f:?g‘bm!g;_to his Creator in dispelling the moral
- | gloom of the world and revealing in their true
ght:the sacred truths of hjs own creation and
tality. Numerous haye been the attempts
SRR BT - g . . g -
igrthrow tha truth of this propositiopn and
rous the signal triumphs of reason over
y» Man by the blind perversion of his
ntekl | % yrostitution of the noblest facal-
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18 soul—weded to fancy or enslaved by
ing everything beyond the prov-
‘ol reason—beyond his own narrow com-
enision, has denied; in ways as numerous as
jus, all law implying the obligation of him-
OAa ?ﬁﬁgﬁtdenial involving the validity
the institution of right and wrong, and con-

1ently evel ;-rri’n"_inpl‘eof morality and reli-
ion.  The phjlosophical systems destroying
‘the ver) ;’;g‘qungr,gmne of our existence and suck-
ing the vitality qr.sn.j.e%,va.itwlﬁ have been, as
aid, & “"e;rmis‘ ag yarjoys. ' First denying,
from reasons independen} of She consideration
Sl ofmoral phenomena, the possibility of & law
10T obligation with man; then efirming its non-
¢ fee fram reasons addyced from an exam.-

ar pliengmepa; and
yet have
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grossest superstition and Idelatry, and conver-
ting men 1n gods and God into every evidence
of his existence, presented a spectacle, by the
19th century, rather to be pitied than condem-
ed, but a system in its tenets the most da.;ger-
ous and illusory. Forwhere there 1s but one
being, there can ke nothing 1n the wide universe
but different modes of his existence. Then,all
things animate or inanimate which embody cre-
ation, are consequently only various modes and
different manifestations of this one being; all
causality therefore being in him; consequently
no causality can exjist in his creatures; and
where there i1s no causality, of course there can
be no free will. The legitimate and only con-
scquence, indulgent Reader, by this system,

was the denial ot all free will in creationand of

course in man; and thus kneeling 1n senseless
:dolatry before the whispering wind or the
croaking thunder, they were lost in their own
dreamy imaginaries and converted themselves
into the very God they sought to adore. Scep-
ticism, tho’ commendable so far as 1t excites
curiosity and investigation, presented 1n 1ts ab-
solute character the most corrupt and hideous
infidelity. Either denying from the seeming
variance or contradictory uucertainty of human
opinions—the validity of human knowledge or
questioning the truth ofwhatis really truth in
itself, from 1easons that the perceptions and
conceptions of our intelligence result from the
very oraganization of that intelligence, 1t lead to
but one result—that man was certain of nothing,
and that the very conceptionsof his reason of
conformity to practical obligation were obscur-

----

d hy impending doubt and the mmpenetrable

vail of uncertainty. Hence from whatever
principle itmay have originated, it necessarily
ended in throwing doubt on eyery 1dea of obli-
cgation and consequently ils demal. The prin-
ciples .of mysticism, intelligent Reader, were
less reasonable and more disastrious- m -their
influence than either those of Pauztheism _or
Skepticism. Presenting itself armed with  yar-
lous weapons, but panopled with the assump-

[#*Democrat;”’ and_while we conless our ac-|tion that man could not attain his end in this
| knowledgments for the favor he no doubt suppo- | life—that he was powerless for good and had

patiently to wait his deliverance from bondage,
At was productive of naught but evil, and by con-
.zyerting earth into a Hell and reveling jn licen-

{.tlousness, conscience became insensible to the

rockipgs.of remorse and was steeped in degra-

dation and vice, at once, seemingly Jost and
irrevocable.  The midmight assassin, indulging
in the stupendous fallacy that Human destiny

|'man’s volitions, the inspiration and validity of| was a dark resistless current against which it
! #vealed religion are established, the plausibyl- | was useless to struggle and down which he was

ining the circumstances which constantly pre-
ceede the appearance.of any phenomenaor el-
fect, is accustomed .to.consider, forbrevity, these
circumstances as causes, so Hume so confused
these two terms, and blindly assuming the pre-
mises of the eminent but inconsistent dLocke,
who was led into the grossest absurdities by the
method of his philosophy, that all our knowledge
originated in experience, and xas acquired by
sensation and reflection, his system proved .in-
competent to explain the idea of cause which
was, and is known as one of the notians of the
human intelligence.
cable in his system and incompatible with his
assumed hypothesis—that it was merely the ag-
gregate of circumstances and not cause prece-
ding in nature the production of effects was
destroyed, as the mere recurrence of phenome-

This idea, .being inexpli-:

na may precede and follow w.ith some degree of
certaintyv, but is not adducible to the absolute;

certainty of cause and effect. This system 1s

most easily overthrown by the positive assurance:

of a consciousness within us, which sophistry
cfunot bewilder or dismay, that we feel that we
are the cause of the acts whichwe produce.—

As when you, indulgent Reader, are now read-.

ing or thinking, you feel that you cause these
acts of attention thought or reflection. It may
be true that we have no idea of cause, if con-
science perceives nothing more in us than sen-

ohine rather than a moral and responsible agent
—crealion a mystery and human destiny :a _rid-

dle. H.

BRILIN A MACKERIL; |
OR, WHAT TOM SNIFFLE KNEW ABOUT ROCKING
( STONING) THE SHANTY. - '
JIssaull and battery on a grog shop.—Tried De-
Jore Justice Blevins at Pompey Town. -
Delendant plead not
upon the country. |
Col. Cloudly, selicitertfor-the state.
Lounsellor Pleadwell, conira.

. &

Tom Sniffle, for the prosecution, sworn Tom
was about three-quarters “how come you so,"
the other quarter decently swiped; and in moun-
ting to the witness stand, accidentally slipped
over the judge, and laying his ram-skin- upon
the docket, looked as mmuch as to say, ‘‘come
on, I'm ready to answer your questions.” His

tion, when the interrogatories commenced.
Col. Cloudy—DNMr. Sniffle, are you related to
the defendant? '
Sniffle—¥Why, y-es,
sin, or as you lawyers whats read in the scrip-
ter would say, a thi-r-d one."” '

guilty, and put himself

| honor, after much drilling, got him into a posi-

about a forty-th-rd co-u-

Col. C.—Well, Mr. Sniffle, what do -you

know about rocking this house of Nat's!
Sniffle—Well, stranger, you don’t know me,

sation doesin that, for it is certain that, out of|nor I don’t know you, but that matters not. -
Col. C—Notat all, Mr. Sniflle, but- answer
" Tt >~ :

ourselves, we cannot reach to causes. But,
when we attend not to what passes without,
but to the subjective me, we discover in our-
selves, by conscience or internal suggestion, a
cause, which does produce effects. But man,
Reader, must renounce the most familiar no-
tions of good sense and experience before he
can admit such doctrines and therefore they
have been rendered but partially dangerous.—
‘The only question involved in this science,1:
whether the will, in all its  particular . volitions

is never determined by objective causes, aud

subjected to the same ‘aw of necessity as the phe

‘nomena cofthe objective world. And this is per-

fectly fallacious, because the will.is itself the el-
ficient cause of its own,volitiqus, apd.is not de-
termined by any necessity abelra—not subjec-
ted to the mere mechanism of cause and eflect.
Freecdom and necessity are incompatible exclu-
sive of caclvother, and the very.idea of freedom
both in itselF and as the principle of personali-
ty and the foundation of moral .regponsibility

1must.exclnde.cvery necessary determination.—

The Willis a law of itself—a power absolute
but subjected like everything else to condiuons
of actions. And permit us here, Reader, to in-

irresistibly hurried, smiled atthe drawn daggerjtroduce to your attention a system once thought

and luxuriated in the perpetration of murder.—
Despondency assumed the place of reasor and
the air was rent by the loud whailings. of mise-
rable and desperate humanity. Such, indulgent
Reader, were the dire consequences of systems
denying the existencg of any law of obligation
for man, resulis prcginant wiin evil and ruin and
far worse in their moral disaster than anything
ever conceived by human intelligence. And
tho’ their baneflul intluence may have almost
entirely vanished before the light of reason and
christian Religion, and their colossal fabricks
of fa)lacjons reasoning mouldered into nothing-

ness, yet even from, as 1t were, their mass ef

to have been exceedingly complicated, but now
considered as perfecily harinless, as you have
seenin a previous communication,—that .mo-
tive was the cause of action. This has been
employed by some Universalists to substautiate
their religions opinions, and is not only per-
fectly campatible with their religion, but harmo-
Jlises as in its consequences a system of psy-
chology with such Theology as well as two
sciences of different nature and characteristics
could possibly do. It is grounded upon the
confusion of the condilion of volition with its
cause, and a total misapprehension of the fun-
damental principles of Psychology. Resting

nonsense and vanjty, have arisen systems of | upon the asspmption that motives stand to vo-

Infidelity that live in the presence of the 19th
century feeding upon the licentiousness and
depravity of human nature. Innumerable even
now are the votaries of the philosophy of Hume,
who enraptured with his gaudy and beauttful
imaginary, and stifling the voice of their con-
science, have been Iylled to sleep in a seeming
security; but alas! when confined to their death-
bed aad awakening to a sense of reason, t00
late have and will they find that they have been
but reposing upon a bed of thorns.

Tho’ the nymber, kind- Reader, of philoso-
phers who have thought that man is not a free
being are cxceedingly great, yet they all, with
a few exceptions, have professed their doctrine
in view of dlfferent principles, and through var-
ious courses of reasoning,—all distinguished,
however, by one common characterjstic—the

lition in the relatiap of cause .and effect, it in-

the question, if you please. HTIRIE

Sniflle—Well, stranger, as 1 was-saying,-on
the night of the stonin I was walkin ‘dawn
strect, and as I got to the corner of old Uncle
Mike’s store, I met three young men. I did
not know ’em, nor.did I know from whence
they cameth, or whither they wenteth.

Col. C.—Do come to the point, Mr. Sniffle,
and answer the question; What do you know
aboutstoning the house? -~ ~— " o

Suiffle—Well, as I was saying, stranger, I
met three young men, and I know not whence

they cameth, or whither they wenteth; but a-

bout that fime I heard a kind of chattering, and
went on, '

Col. G.—1{s that all you know about stoning
the house, Nr. Snifile? 1%

Suiffle—As I was going to tell you, stranger,
I heer’d a kind of a clattering, and went on to
the store, and after I had arrive tharr, it was
hinted that Nat’s shantey had been rocked.—
Well, stranger, as [ sometimes frequently take
a horn myself, I concluded I'd go over and see
about 1it.

tCol. C.—Did you go over?

Sniffle—Well, hoss, I did.

Col. C..—~ What did:you seec there?
see the defendant!

Snifie—Well, stranger, I was tellin you, I
sometunes and a little oltener takes a horn my-
self, soI concluded to go and see about it, and
as yon ask me who I seed there, I'll tell you.—
Amos he .was -there. He sometimes keeps
Nat's grow-sor-ry. Nat was out of licker at
at that time; but. Amos had went out that night
and got a quart In Iljllg.

Col. C.—Did you see the defendant there?

Spifle—Well, coft, T didn’t.

Col. C.—Do you know any thing further n
reference to this matter?

Snislle—Well stranger, as I was tellin you
Amos had went out that night and got a quart

Did you

volves the old sophism-quod hoc,cergo, propter | of liquor in a jug, and when I went over there

hoc. Tho’ motives, dear Reader, may be al-
lowed to be the universal and necessary condi-
tion of all special determinations of the will, 1t

he was standin’ before the fire brilin’ a wackeril.
He handed the mackeril to me, and courteously
axed me to take some; and I partaken of the

does not follow therefore that those volitions | mackeril, and he then poured the last licker out
are caused by the motives, for the motive may [.of the jug, and I partaken of the licker.

be and is simply the occasion and condition of |
And unless this can be praven .er- | the house, sir?

volitions,
roneous, the question would be but reduced .to

a condition of begging, as it is not.whetherthere

Col. C.~=Is this all you know about stoning

L

Sniffle—It aint néthin else.
Col. C.—-Did you never tell Nat, that defen-

is a constant and necessary copresence of mo- { dant told you he stoned the house?

tive, but whether the motives stand in elatian
to volitions as cause or condilion. And you,

would have determined in your actions by the
strongest motive over which you have no con-
trole, you feel, yes you who are not free~you

denial of any lay of obligation. And as therr feel responsible for your resclutions and others

systems syyere 1n evident contradiction to the

universal faith and the acknowledged facts of

human nature, indulge us, kind Reader, in a
further but briefreview of them.
the denial of human liberty is that which over-
looks our true liberty and, as we have said, sub-
stitutes a fictitious one,—confining the word
libertyin the sense used: for instance, when
addressikg a man just now chained,but 1s set
free, that heis at liberty, To support this doc-
trine is to deny to all intents and purposes, that

man is free. If by liberty is understood an ab-
sence of any such external constraint as pre-

venis the exercise of any power within the nat-
ural limits of that power, then any being en-
dowed with any degree of power, is equahy
free with man; vegitatin force is free, rivers as
they run, winds as they blawy are frec. Now
this is not evidently what shofild be understood

&

One mode of

regard you as responsible, aud as you have
beecn impelled to do this or that act, do you be-
lieve vourself entitled to merit or demerit. Ah!
how marvellous such a system, and tho’ while
it mizht well excite the astonishment of Inf-
delity itself, you, Beader, should smile to think
that you can ytterly destroy it, by bringing it in
conflict with a sell-determining power within
you that transcends human reason, and the re-
cognition of the fact that upon every tongue
that advocates such blind pecessity hang the
words right and duly, punishment and 2eward,
merit and demerit. Words assuming and con-
veying the very freedom which is denied, and
the foundation of all systems or morality and
ethics. We have thus endeavored as concisely
as possible, Reader, to give you some faint
sketch of the various systems that have been in-
stituted to destroy the trath of the above propo-

Snifle—(Shaking his fist at Nat.) No, nev-

er, sirr;mor Nat can’t tell me so in the street,
Reader, whom the advocates of this system | even if he tells you so in the court house.

Snifile marched out in a blaze of glory; his

testimony had done more than the efforts of °

the council for the prisoner; he had quashed the
indictment.— Great West.

While Sinith‘O’Brien .was awaiting his sen-
tence, a gentleman handed .him a pencil and

piece of paper, requesting his autograph.—

| O'Brien returned him the following:—

emphasis .on the wards denoted

““Whether on the gallows Ingh,
Orin the battle's .van, _
The fittest place for man to dic,

Is where he dies for man.” ’
“WiLLiaM Syt O'Brien.’

A clercyman, on reading

the 27th verse of

the 18th chapter of the 1st Kings, placed the "

dering the werse -an .absurdity:

by italics ren-
“And he:

spake to his sons saying saddle me, the ass, and

they saddled Aim.” A

Passionis like the ocean in a stoym, W
spends the/chiefof its fury on himself,

hich .
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