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When Mike Dugan left the court-

. room for a two years’' term in the Ari-
zona penitentiary for horse stealing—
' the vigllance committee had missed
' him or he would have been hanged—
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Messrs. H. E. Ives and M. |
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“T'l be ready for you, Mike, but
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the city where I was born and brought
| advised you long ago to stop

. mmonkeying with other people’s prop-

. erty and go to work.
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Calendars of the Aztecs.
Calendars are probably the olde!‘t
form of literature in the world. The

| cards which appear by the millions in
' all civilized countries nowadays have
their counterpart among the most an- |
| ¢lent known races. The Aglecs, for ex- | ;
. ample, were well supplied with calen- | ™29 I'm not a fool.

' dars, and several of them have been |

preserved to this day. They were pub-
Hshed In stone and set mup in. public
places. ;
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THINK OF OTHERS.

Half the world is on the wrong
scent in the pursuit of happmess.
They think it consists in having and
getting and in being served by oth-
ers. As a matter of cold fact, #t
consists in giving and serving othess.
—Henry Drummond.

DOt - |

J0 candles, |

' ment to civilized soclety, concluded to

approximation of daylight was |

ol

AR ¢ e 8 Y L g e e S L A R T e

If you kad taken
my advice you wouldn't have been
about to do time for horse stealing.”

The prisoner was led away, and
Billy Stokes prepared to leave for the
east,

Bllly from childhood had been one
of those boys who need a wider range

than a city afferds. While there was
| nothing bad about him, he was very

unruly. Finally his father, feeling
that his son would not make an orna-

send him out among the cowboys and
desperadoes. Billy found himself
quite in his element and remained In
the wild and woolly west five years.
Then bhis mother couldn't stand her
darling’s absence any longer and beg-
ged bhim to come home. Her pleadings
were re-enforced by an offer of his
father to take the boy into business
with him Iif he would settie down, and
this brought Billy round.

A couple of years passed, during
which the young man had got on fairly
well as a humdrum dusiness man. He
lived at home with his father and
mother, the idol of both. Though he
was fond of them, they might not have
been able to keep him had it not been
for a girl. At any rate, the three held
him chained.

One night Bllly, whose room wsas
over the rear euntrance to the house,
heard a singular sousd. It was like
the turning of an auger in wood It
ceased and was followed by the sound
of a saw. Both sounds were very
faint, but Billy had fine ears, sharp-
ened by his western experience, and
bhe was satisfied that a burglar was at
work at a rear door. His 42 caliber
revolver that he had used in the west
was in his bureau drawer, and, taking
it in one hand and an electric Jamp in
the other, after slipping on a dressing
gown, he stepped downstairs and into
& vestibule at the rear. There he
could hear the sawing distinctly. An
arm was put through a bhole in the
door, the key in the lock was turned,
the door swung slently open, and the
watcher saw the silhouette of a man
entering the room.

A flash of electric light revealed the
intruder's face, and at the same mo-
ment came the words “Hands up!™
Belng lighted and covered, the burgiar
obeyed the order.

“Well, wpon my word!” exclaimed
Billy.

“Yes, I'm Mike Dugan, and I know
that voice of yours. You're Billy
Stokes.”

“Atl your service. Now, I remember
when we parted a couple of years ago
you sald that when npext we met a
pair of guns would be between us.
You hit it right, but it's I who have
the drop on you instead of you having
it on me. I suppose your coming here
is intentional.”

“Yes. As soon as I got out I came
here to find you. 1 concluded that the
best way to cover my tracks with re-
spect to the move would be to bur
glarize the house you were o™

“1 see. You could murder me, and if
you could make a successful exit with-
out being known you'd get your re-
venge and go scot free.”

“That's about it, Billy.”

“But Instead of revenge you'll get
ten years this time. ™

“1 don't care much. What can a
man do who has once been convicted?
Only my wife and kids are having a
hard time of it with no one to take
care of "em.”

“Yes, there's the rub. That's going
to bother me in turning you over. I
wouldn't mind sending you up again,
but you know very well that I sympa-
thize with your family.”

“Couldn’t you give me a chance to
iive honest?

“What! Help a man who bhas come
here to murder me 7

There was po reply to this.

“Mike, you're a fool. "I knew you
before you took to the bad, and you

- were a4 good man, too passionate and

revengeful, but I know how you loved
your wife and kids, especially the boy
you named for me. Now, I'll tell you
what I'll do. I'll give you a place in

- my father’'s business and enough wages

to support your famfly. I know I'm a
I'll bet my bot-
tom dollar that within another year
you will- be Hving comfortably with
your wife and children, the kids grow-
ing up to make useful citizens. What
do you say?™

“Oh, Billy, what a dunce you are!
You'd only get yourself into trouble.”

“T'll take the risk. You're a better

- man than you think you are” Billy
tossed his

revolver on to a table.

 “Now fire away. You came here for
 revenge. Take it.”

E
'.

There was the thud of Mike's revoly-
er as it dropped on the floor.

“Billy,” be said in a trembling voice,
“you're a royal flush.™




