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DEVOTED TO
luucuuuu. PoLivics AND GENERAY New
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Terms:

$2.50, payable at the end of the first sixmonths
=F or Prosrecrus, see fourth page.

THE SOLDIER’S sToRY.

——

‘Twas in the trench at. Vera Cruz,
A group of soldiers lay,
Weary and worn with WOorKing
At the guns the live long davy.
Their faces were begrimmed with sand
And soot from shot and shell,
Exploding in the crumbling earth,
For fast the missiles fell.

Yet cheeiily they chatted,
For their hearts with hope beat high.
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o[ 88 quite infallible,

And they knew the hour of victory
Was surely drawing nigh.

Theré came a war worn soldier,
To minglé with the rest—

They bade him welcome to their cheer
And gave him of the best.

He'd served with Gen. Taylor
And they asked him of the man
Who first and Jast had led the way
To victory in the van;
On the winding Rio Grande
On the 8th and 9th of May,
Through Buena Vista’s carnage
And the storm of Monterey,

“I knew him first,” the soldier said,
“Among the Everglades,

When we gave the savage red skins
Our bayomets and ogr blades,

I think I hear his cheerful voice :
“On! column! Steady! steady!”

So hardy and so prompt was he
We called him Rough and Ready,

“He rode upon an old white horse,
And wore a brown surtout—

But oftener, when the ground was deep,
He trudged with us, on foof.

The man from whose canteen he drank,
Was envyied and thought lycky:

He had the brave and kind good heapt
Lbat honored old Kentucky.

“By wounds outworn, I left the field;
Bul when a new campaign

Against ano ther foe Commenced,
I joined the ranks again.

"T'was fun alive, boys, once again
I'o hear the sabre’s clank,

Fo see old Rough and Ready ride
His white horse on our flank.

“At Palo Alto, comrades, there
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“You should have seen the brave old boy
In the streets of Monterey—
When the cannon Swept the plaza,
How he sternly stood at bay,

When shell, and grape, and cannon bal)
On their deadly errand went: -

The General seemed a man of steel,
And fire his element.

“And if a wounded soldier
In the streels of Moaterey,

Or friend or foe looked up to him
lmploring, whenee he lay,

He stooped to Wipe the drops of pain,

hatdimmed the marble brow,

Or proffered from his own canteen

A drink—1I see him now.

““At red Buena Vista

My part I could not bear—
But they tell me that

]

For the foe stood four to ope,
And without old Rough and Ready

How had the fight been won!

“I've worn the Sargeant’s chevron
And I may wear it yet—

But old Rough and Ready tells me
I shall wear the epaulette—

But in the ranks or out of them,"
To him I'N still prove steady,

And long as I've a longue to talk
Speak ought for Rough and Ready!”

ﬁ
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