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But Griswold made no move to go
asay. “Not a step till yon release
that man.”™

A murmur of savage disapproval
ran through the group of determined
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ones and there were muttered impre-
cations i'l."l(*]lll!iﬂg' Griswold.

“*I'ain’t no use, Mr. Griswold,” the
s sokesman went on.  “We ketched
him in the very act, and he's goin’ to
swing if ever' last one of us has to
dance on nothin' to pay for it. It's
him or us.”

“Canght him in the act of what?”
demanded Griswold.

The spokesman shuffied with his
feet and hung his head. He was the
ringleader of the malcontents; a bur-
v molder but lately come to Wa-
haska, and there had been whispers
pointing to a past of his which would
not bear the light. Griswold remem-
hered these rumors now, and saw
this: that the man's following was &
detail from the more desperate sec-
tion of the strikers.

The pause was brief, but being sur-
charged with possibilities, seemed
long. At length the man threw up
his head.

“Come here and I'll show you,” he
said.

(iriswold followed him a step aside,
t » the office front and to a breach
in the palings of the high fence close
at hand. Withia the breach, and
heaped against the wall of the frame
¢See building, was a pile of chips and
shavings, and there was a pungent
odor of kerosene in the air. The
man pointed in silence.

“You mean to say that he was go-
ing to burn us out?” asked Griswold.

“Them fixin's speak for theirselves,

don’t they?”

“But wh:y?" Griswold demanded.

The b’'~ man snorted scornfully.

“*Tuin’t no use for you to play in-
nercent that-a-way, Mr. Griswold.
You know who he is, and what he is,
and what he's here for.”

Whereat Griswold lost his patience
and swore angrily. “Have done with
your mysterious bush-beating and
say what's in you,” he rapped out.
“] don't know the man.”

“You don't, eh? Well, he’s a cussed
Pinkerton, that's what he is; and he's
here to make a case against us.
S'pose the works takes fire and burns
up, and he goes on the stand to swear
we done it? Only he ain’t never
goin' to get the chance. He's goin’
to quit right here and now. You go
away. Mr. Griswold. There ain’t no
eall for you to be a witness.”

Wheo shall say what fierce and re-
lentless temptation assailed this man
who saw his single pursuer thus in
the toils? He had but to turn his
back and shrug, and say it was no
concern of his, and this man Griffin,
the only man of all men in the world
who might send him to wear out his
life in a Louisiana chain-gang, would
go to his account, and all danger

have 10 kill me bhefore vou come 1T
and I'll kill some of vou first.”

The answer to this was a fierce
vell of wrath and defiance, but Giris-
wold held his ground. Then there
was a rush surging up from those in
the rear, but those in the front
ranks held it back in deference to the

one determined man in the doorway
—the man and the leveled rifle. And
go it went for svhat seemed to Grif-
ﬁB an interminable lifetime; cries,
gshouts, stones flung, a shot now and
then from the outskirts of the
crowd; pandemonium let loose in the
mob: and fronting it all one man
with his wits about him, and a stead-
fast determinatiom® to do or die, or to
do and die, if need be, shining in the
eool eyes of him.

And in the end the one man got the
victory. For some soul-trying min-
utes, a score of them it might have
been, he stood in the doorway in in-
stant peril of his life, but he neither
flinched nor spoke again. How long
he could have kept the raging mob at
bay he was not to know, for in its
own leisurely time the alarm spread
and help came from the town. A
squad of freshly sworn-in deputies
poured into the street, fought its
way to the great gates and joined
forces with the armed guard in the
vard, and so the rioters were slowly
pressed back and out of the street
and dispersed. Then, and not till
then, Griswold lowered his weapon
and spoke to the man whose life he
had saved.

“It is over for this time,” he said.
“We can make a ecircuit now and
reach the hotel without difficulty, I
think.”

They went by a roundabout way, |

and neither of them spoke again till
they stood beneath the portico of the
St. James. Then Griffin thrust out
his hand.

“I owe you another—a ;_!"lnul deal
bigger one, this time, Mr. Griswold.”

Giriswold seemed not to see the out-
stretched hand. “Do vou? There shall
be no charge in my book, Mr. Grif-
fin.”

“It’s all right for yvou to say that;
but 1 happen to be a man like other
men, and 1 keep a set of books of iy
own.”

Griswold was still ignoring the
held-out hand. *“If you think yon
owe me anything, you can pay it in
an answer to a question. You are 2
detective, as those men saikl you
were?"

lt‘*ﬂ:{-i'

“May I ask if you came here on ac-
cout of this strike?”

“It wouldn't be past belief, wonld

it?”
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Boers from harm De Wet constantly
and most fervently attributes to the
[ill;i'l'lluhili“ﬂ of God.

would be over—past for one Kenneth
Griswold.
No one save the vietim of such an

“No. it in that ecase, who sent
you here?”
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//-‘-“ ‘onfall of devils battling for his soul

may know what Griswold endured in
that brief moment of hesitation. If
Griffiin himse.f suspected, he made no
sign; indeed, he had looked on all
throngh the colloguy as if the sub-
jeet matter of it concerned him not
at all it now he spoke; three
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“You're a liar,” he said, coolly, to
the one: and to the other: *“Could
you oblize me with a cigar, Mr. Gris-
wold?”

Now, however fierce'y the derils of
temptation had assaulted, Griswold
Lhad beaten them off; that and more;
he had a plan of an attempt at a
rescue half-formed, and this request
of the man about to be hanged
chimed in with it. He promptly ten-
dered the cigar, and the striker who
was pinioning Griffin’s right arm me-
chanically loosed his hold that the
prisoner might take it.

It was the moment for the at-
tempt, if any there were to be, and
there could be no more collusion be-
tween rescuer and captive than might
be compressed into a single swift eye
glance. But that sufficed. Griffin
reached for the cigar, but did not
take it. Instead, he converted the
movement into a stinging side blow
which felled the man at his left, and
at the same instant sprang back out
of the circle with Griswold to hold
the infuriated ones at bay while he
did it.

Any diversion Griswold could make
was necessarily of the briefest. For
some swift-passing second or so he
delayed the rush by sheer moral
bravado. The storm broke in a vell
of rage and no two men might withe
stand it. Griswold did not try.

“Through that hole in the fence!—
in with you!” he said, over his shoul-
der to the detective; and the thing
was done so deftly that the yelling
mob was for the moment nonplussed.
Griswold made good use of the mo-
mentary respite.

“Follow me!” he commanded:; and

| 1y aronnd when tuord .

Griffin boggled at this, but said
finally: “My chief.”

“At whose solicitation?
or Raymer's I am sure.”

“No.” a

“Whose, then?” K

“Perhaps there wasn't any request
from anybody. Some of ns are usual-
« lator row

Not mine

on hand.”
Griswold’s lip eurled in undisgnised

gscorn. “Then the stories they teil of
you and yoar fellow spotiers are
true; that if vou can't find a cr~se,
you make one.”

Griffin started back wiith an oath
which was purely of astonishment.

“Good Lord! And you believed
what that fellow said—that | was go-
ine to fire the oftice? And en top of
that vou saved my life? Dy the lord
Harry, Mr. Griswold! what are you
made of, anyway?”

“Of poor clay—like other men.
EBut didn't that fellow DBuckmaster
tell the truth?”

“Good heavens, no! He Ilaid the
fire himself; was in the very act
when I took a flashlight snap-shot of
him and the whole gang. 1 did it be-
canse—well, because [ thought I'd
like to do you a good turn. 1 tried to
save the camera in the tangle-up that
followed, and that is how they came
to down me.”

Griswold grasped the hand which
had not vet been wholly withdrawn,
and wrung it heartily.

“] did yvou a very great injustice,
Mr. Griffin, and I'm sorry. That's
but a poor amend, but it's all that ]
can make.” .

And with that he turned abruptly
and left the other standing at the
hotel entrance.

(Continued next week.)

All signs indicate that winter 1s

with us.

“If any reader,” he “is to
know how it was | kept out of the
enemy’s hands 1 can ouly answer, al-
lhullgh I may not be understood,
that | ascribe it to nothing else than
this—it was God’s will that 1 should
not fall into their hands. Let thosc
who rejoice at my miraculous es-
capes.give all the praise to God.”
Nevertheless the book teems with
accounts of military ad other strate-
gies by which De Wet outwitted his
puy mers.

Frequently he recounts cases of
desertion and paunic among his own
men when his entreaties and *“sjam-
boking” were all of no avail. De
\WWet pays« a tribute to Gen. Cronje
for his bravery. but declares he lost
at Paardeberg only on account of his
fatal obstinacy in failing to leave the
langer as he was gdvised to do by
Gen. Botha and by the writer him-
self.
Wet writes:

“Jt was far easier to fight against
the great English army than against
treachery among my own people, and
an iron will was required to fight
against both. Once, if only our or-
ders had been carried out a little
more strictly, and if only the most
elementary rules of strategy had
been observed in our efforts to break
the British lines of communication,
Lord Roberts and his thousand of
troops would have found themselves
shut up mn Pretoria,where they would
have perished of hunger. It was nol
the skill of their commander-in-chief
‘hat saved them.”

Of the block houses De Wet is
frankly contemptuous. “The block-
house policy,” he says, “might equally
well have been called the policy of
the blockhead.” The so-called war
again women and the misuse of the
white flag by the British are de-
nounced by the Boer general who
savs:

“That such direct and indirect mur-
der should have been committed
against defenseless women and chil-
dren is a thing I should have staked
my head could never have happened in
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a minute later they had opened the
darkened office by the back door.
When the door was shut and locked

again, Griffin l1noked about him in the
semi-gloom.

"It_‘s out of the frying pan into the
ﬂrf, isn't it?” he said. “They’ll storm
this place in about a minute—and
take it."

The augmenting yells in the street
told that the mob was increasing its
numbers rapidly, and that the melee
on the sidewalk would presently de-
velop into a riot. Griswold stepped

to the telephone, but the call bells
were dumb.

“They've cut the wires,” he said,

FLET R coolly. “That means a fight. Are

~ ¢f$-z;j - The detective laughed. “I'm like

- the Texas cowboy who was caught in

- SWimming; my gun is safe enough at
ot A '-«.:r hml-" y

e k“ﬂlk'old took down a Winchester

- repeating rifle from its brackets on

£
& v

2 “Perhaps it is just as well. If you

.-:.‘:l' _._'

- should n?ow yourself, they would go
- mad again, and, anyway, in a tangle
of this kind one man is sometimes bet-
ter than two. Get down behind the
desk and keep out of sight.”
“What for? Hadn't we better try
a back-alley bolt for it?”
“No. They have the place sur-
. ;c;u.uwadﬂ by this time. Do as I tell

ﬁris:wﬂld peeped cautiously behind
the window shade on the street side.

“They are going to rush the place
and smash the window or the door,
or both. I shall save them the trou-

ble, if you will be good enough to do
as I tell you”

a war waged by the civilized English
nation, and yet it happened.”

COUNTESS OF DUDLEY.
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