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GENERAL IHRF‘ICTORY.__ _

County Officials.

Judzes ot the Cirenit Court— 'ames
A- Pearce, Chief Judge: Edwin H Brown
and William R Martin, Associates Terms
—jury, 1st Monday in April and October:
non-iarv, 2d Monday in January, 4th
Monday in June.

(‘lerk of the Circuit Court—Thom~»s
L. Dav.

Connty Commissioners—Wesley Jar-
rell. Pres.: James B. Wright, Franklin
P Medford.

Tudges of the Orphans’ (Court—John
F. awson. lifiif‘f JH!'EP; l “1:11] (‘lﬂfl'&.
Wi H. Deen. Associates.

Scehool Commissioners—Thomas W.
Jones. President; Henry C. Fisher and
.’ll"n. I'l \'ti ‘\lnk

School Examiner and
S. Crouse.

Revister of Wills—Robert J. Jump.

States Attorney—T. Alan Goldsbor-

ourh
<herilf -Wm T. Hignutt, of E.

— T

Drofessional and Business Cards.

Secretary—W.

I — - —— ——

— e - —=

\LiliﬂliT G. TOWERS.
y:
ATTORNEY-AT-LAW,

Denton, Md.

e

*T PLINY FISHER,
L]
LAW AND COLLECTIONS,
Denton, Md.

—

OﬁCAR CLARK,

ATTORNEY-AT-LAW
Denton, Md.

Collections and all professional busi-
ness promptly attended to.

— i oni— R TR R e o i HI =

= -_—

IIE_\'RY R. LEWIS,
RNEY AT LAW,

Denton, Md.

Will practice in the Courts of Caro-
ine, Talbot and Queen Anne’s Counties.

ATT

— — —_— e e —— -

T ALEX. HUTSON,
N.
ATTORNEY-AT-LAW,
Denton, Md.

Will practice in the Courts of Caro- |
line and adjacent counties. Pensions a
epecialtly,

PHYSICIAN AND SURGEON,
Denton, Md.

Sts.

== —_—

Residence Cor. 7th and Main

iI_\ RVEY L. COOPER,

ATTORNEY-AT -LAW,

Denton, Md.

Close attention will be given to all
husiness entrusted 1o my care.

DIL ENOCH GEORGE,

PHYSICIAN, SURGEON & CYN ECOLOGIST,
Denton, Md.

DR. P. R. FISHER,

PHYSICIAN AND SURGEON,
Denton Md.

DIL ALEX. HARDCASTLE,
PHYSCIAN AND GYNECOLOGIST
Denton, Md.

Office ITours from 8 to9a.m.;6to 7 p.m.

]HllN W. CLARA,

AUCTIONEER,

Box 88, Denton, Md.

Will sell property in Caroline or any |

of the adjoining counties.
JRED. R. OWENE,
ATTORNEY AT LAW,

Denton, Md.

— i — — = —_———

'l" FRED. GAREY,
L

"

CONSTABLE AND COLLECTOR,

Denton, Md

l )HW FESE & ELLWANGER,
ATTORNEYS-AT-LAW,

Denton, Md.

Nothing has ever equalled 1t.
Nothing can ever surpass it

—— . —
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Dr. King
New Discovery

c:. ‘MPTION
Fol" Gi!g:;rl und *"ﬂ;:'.

A Perfect For All Throat and
Cure: Lung Troubles.
Money back if it fails. Trial Botties free.

For the Spring Trae.
Strawberry Plants, thirty varneties:
al<o Ruspberry, Blackberry and Vew
berry Plants; Apple, Peach, Pear, Plum
and Ornamental Trees.
Cabbage Plants,

A.G.GELLETLY,

To Cure a Cold in One Day

Take Laxative Bromo Quinine Tablets.

Seven Million boxes sold in past 12 months.

Want vour moustache or beard
abeautiful brown or rich black? Use

Every
‘Wide-Awake

Farmer

lor a
‘Good Local Agricultural Weekly
; Weekly Newsaper

Ane

S0000 Early

NUTTLE HARDWARE LU.

DOWNES BUILDING, DENTON, MARYLAND.

A Hale

inaliono

~>*ifn, AT
COVERS MOST )

[

We have a good combination of
Wall Paper from 5¢ to 20c per piece.
Cotton Warp and China Mattings.
Hammocks, Porch Rockers, Screen
Doors and Window Screens.

If your horse needs a new Collar or
2 new Suit (of harness) we can tit him
in the latest styles. We have a suit
for $10 that is a beauty.

If you need anything in Building
Material or Fencing call or write and
get our prices; we have the largest stock

we ever had.
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PITTSBURG PERFECT FENCING ¢

/ g

g - T TSR SRS AP ¢

IT WILL

SURPRISE YCU 3

AN IT HAS OTHERN.
WHY YOU DID NOT
BUY FROM THE

 ( )\l l‘;\ \ 1‘-
LONG AGO.

S

WE SELL THE LUCAS PAINTS

I\‘Hl;'f'.fhl'ﬁ I et & L

!

UMBER. ROUGH AND DRESSED. SHINGILES.
LATH. WINDOWS. DOORNS. BLINDS. CEMENT,
LIME. HAIR. COAL. HAY. BERRY CRATES.

BASKETS. AND ALL KINDS OF

BOX =SHOOKS.

mild in action.

ersPills

sick-headache.

Every
Up-to-Date

Farmer
NEEDS

A Hgh Class

who is interestad in the news of his
town and county should subscribe

nrove ments which are

1o keep him in itouch with the do e aid

inegs of his neighbors, the homi
markets, and all items of Inte rest Lo
Limself and tamily. The

In securing e

pecial matter tor every
11+ family,

'HE NEW YOKK

will admirably sunply vour
for county news an i
come visitor i1| every household,

Regular Price, $1.00 Per Ycar.
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The American Unton

Send vour name and addres to The New York

Cures Grip
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DENTON. MARYLAND
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Tribunce-Farmer, New Y

in Two Days.
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Sugar-coated, easy to take,]
They curc

constipation, biliousness,

J. c ﬁ}’&‘r 0.,
Lowell, Mas:

BUCKINGHAN'S DYE

FIFTY CTS. OF DEUGGLISTS OR R. P, HALL & CO., NASHUA, &

Lo rive hiim the '\.]H'I"il*ntl' ol othe
m ali the addlvancaed mo thods and
an i
1:1]‘"1'4 I

i

<i1hle Inrui;l from the tarm, anad w
mber o

TRIBUNE-FARMER

NEW YORK CLI)

-

on every §
box. 25c. §
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PMachanical, Blectrical, tteam
hising Eagiaeer; Draitsman, Architeci; 43¢
keenei : Stenographer ; SRow-ulrd Wil
windyw Dresser: or Ad Yoiter.

Write TODAY, stating which rosi-
tion interests youa, "o

INTERNATIGNAL

Correspondance Sclionis
SCRANTON, PA.

OR CALL OF GLE Lo AL Lat ki

-r':"l

Box /99,

HARDEN,

— 'l‘..lr 4
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FACTS FOR PHILATELISTS.

In 1869 there was a 15-cent stamp Is-
gned which bore a picture of the land
ing of Columbus.

specialist who collected (he siamps
of France and her colonies rec ntiy sold
his collection for $11.004),

It takes a stamp collector to tell whel
are Ancash. Antofagasta, Apurimad
Chiapa. Diego o181 Bamra. Yca. W ad-

' Goliad, Jhino, Ujong, Fari

1 . i
20 !_._ ‘]l":”.

niy reg ntil
Lhe postNnarhs
It 1S presume d
by mi

in a foreign mail pouch. It travel

e ] has oni
el el DO
Johannesburg., Africa.

L h®

1 4«
il l-l

o parcel was included

 lony distance before being returns 10

]

from which it was maillcd

than fifteen million postal
are used annually in the transac-
ion of the world’s bnsiness. The honor
of their ‘nvention belongs to Prof. Eman
! Herman, of Vienna. One January
26 1S69. he wrote a letter to the Neus
Freie Presse in Vienna, in which he sng-
vpsted the use of a ]Iilt-T:il card
rwo krentzers. The resalt was that on
October 1, 1869, the first postal card ever

' ]
."'l'-;,.

Slati
|38

'.4.1[1- -

toy cOst

1

was put on sale in Vienna., Somd
cars later German, adopted the idea,
v zradually other countries made nse
of them. The United States was one of
the last nstions to adopt them, but now
uses them by the million.

WIIAT THE LAW DECIDES.

The penalty of double the illegal inter- |

est paid, imposed for the taking ol usu
interest, is held. in Ni-
tional bank vs, Kitzpatrick (Ky.), 62 L.

R A 599 to be twice the entire amonunt

o . . . -
FIOUS SO

' of interest paid. and not merely twies

rthe excess above the lezal rate

A proviso for paid-up insurance, in 2
the adjustment of
elaims upon policies forfeited for non-
payment of premiums, 18 held v Nichols
vz Mutnual Life Insurance company
(Mo.). 62 .. R. A. 657, not to mean paid-
up temporary insurance for the full
amount of the policy.

The fall of a bunilding because of an
explosion in a burning buildine in the
vieinity is held. in Hustace vs. Poos nix
Insurance company (N. Y.). 62 L R.A
651 rot to be within the protection of 2
noliev insuring against direct lOss oOr
tamace by fire. where the policy also
nrovices that the insurer shall not be

statute governing
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. !1, 'Or iﬂl!?i‘i:
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GAMBLING WITH FATE

By WILLIAM WALLACE COOK

Aurthor of “The Gold Gleaners:

A Story of the Cyanide

Tanks,” " Wilby's Dan,”” "His Friend the Enemy.,”
**Rogers ¢f Butre,” Erc., Ete.

(Copyright, 190, by William Wallace Cook )

CHHAPTER XIN

(ANTINTES

wiznh

ITIS TALK
[.ENYARD
vormg man was shaken
of his beingz. A swill
nathy snreed to the look Darrel fas-
tened on him.

“1 recall the oceurrence,” said Dar-
rel. hiding his own feelings nnder an
of and man-
“Jtnreis was shot by a scoundrel
named Darrel.”

Lenvard straightened his lithe form
in a moment,

“Darrel was
torie«d hotly.

e was a sambler.  How conld he
e that and not be everything else thal
a man conld lay tongne to?"

“You shall say nothing against Dar-
to me."” eried the voung man. *l
him my life and my honor—he be-

14 me at a time when 1t re-
vired courage and skill and he sut-
dishonor and his own lite
hecanze of 1t

to the
SVIN-

l"!' 1) 1] -

assnmed coldress Voiee

Ha

1HO H'll”llth'l'l_“ he re-

lost

Lard’s volee rose excitedly., will not
hear a breath against him.

“Very well,” said Darrel,
icatory  tone.  “Please

in a paci-
lower
vol are attracting attention this
Circuimstances all point
that Nate Darrel Kki'led
mnst know.”
“Circnmstances!” sneered
“All 1 can sav is that
lie. and 1 shall prove them a lie and

htli'-.'i‘
Wall,
act
| ~=

:\IJ'I,

circumstances

He broke off sharply, the old disirust |

in the look he flashed at Darrel.
“1 have heard., too,
rel ““that Darrel and Murgatroyd had

a mnrderous fend, based upon some ol |
 od thromeh the front windows from the
and in the semi-gloom Darrel

their raseally practices, no doubt.”

“1 have looked into that,” returned
L.envard with an obvious desire
sarry every thrust at Darrel's reputa-
“The rascally practices were all
on Murgatrovd's part. Darrel,
happen to know, acted like an honor-
able gentleman.”

“Yon snrprise mel’

" the truth, whether you are
HII?'}JT'iFif‘i]: al it or not. 3I!I|','-'..:-”n":"d.
nnder a false name, had laid his plans
to marry a voung woman in Denver.
The voung woman was of good family
and her father was one of the wealth-
iest mining men in Colorado. Murga-
trovd had his eye on the money and
his schemes would have snuceeeded but
for Nate Darrel.”

“Darrel meddled
suppose’”

“Murgatrovd took him into the plot
and Darral went with it to the girl 3
father.

“An informer,

“Who wonuld have been an in-
former under such circnmstances?
Murzatrovd was given 24 bhours 10 get
ont of Denver and has never dared to
+0 back there since. It was then he
{0 Darrel on =sighl, and
he'd be equal to it—if he could.”
that the woman in the
been taken
the first place

These gambling
what are.
with

10

L 1OI11.

1S

the matter, 1

n

eh?”

not

<hoot

- 1A r':'q‘
“:;‘.T-.Ill'fi' (ase
have

trovd, In

Wit
ont vou
;I.Fnt T.:L

shonld

nally show they
wom-
‘th men. too, that’'s hard 1o
Jderstand. HHe's a at gall-
as well as at other lines of busi-
ness all throngh some infernal power
which he wields over his dupes. He's
a thoronghbred villain, if there ever
one Now that | have set yon
rieht concerning Darrel I'd like to
Lnow if vou have finished your talk
with me?”

“1 haven't vet touched upon the mat-
ter that spurred me on 10 seek an in-
terview. There is a misunderstanding
hetween von and Elise Avery, 1S there
not?7

“That is none of yvour affair, Mr. Mce-
Mloud.” was the sharp and threalen-
ing answer,

“Y. 1 defend this cambler, Darrel

« interfering in a love affair and now

westion my right to trench upon

W the

ot the stne |

qob Darrel”  The young man got up.
“Is that all?”

1+ wonld not have been all had not
oavze enconntered a familiar
A tall,

sloe-

' ’tl".‘:_:lr:'n}'ll has a way

Y
en,

and w

i e T S

1
hliing

Wias

‘ & § w8
ame int

Cud o and yon are

Darrel s
fienre jnst entering the door.
square-shouldered — man with
black eves and overhanging brows.
“rhat will be all for now, Mr [.en-
vard,” said Darrel. He did not deign
the vouth another glance, but watched
the tall man with cat-like intensity.
“yon may he done with me, Mr. Me-
Cloud " said Lenvard, leaning across
ihe table. “but I'm not done with you.”
With this enigmatical remark Len-
vard walked away. The tall man
peered around the room, canght sight
of Darrel and advanced upon him with
deliberation, Darrel’'s hand
heside him into his coat

slow
dropped
pocket.
One two. three, four—Darrel counted
the tall man's steps as he crossed the
room. Presently he was at the table,
lookinz down at the man in the  hair.
“You will come with me, MceCloud.”
caid the tall man, at last. HIS

Darrel’'s. “You will come with me."”’
“Very well, Mr. Murgatroyd.”
Murgatrovd turned slowly

away,

and
walked
him.

CHAPTER XV,
DARREL'S FIGHT WITH MURGA-
TROYD
Darrel was a man

In a second his mind bhad explored
the depths of Murgatroyd s singular
action and had
conclusion. MeCloud was known to be
« strancer in that part of the coun-
irv, vet he had had Murzatroyvd's re-
volver and Murgatroyd, in calling Dar-
by the assumed name, showed thal
e was acqguainted with the easterner.

1 he conjecture which swept
darrel with the force of supreme Con-

N lon was Lills.

t!r:”-i :.:;1 '

111

W ose poOwers Udadu

great to Junius Mg

qrel followed 1n track Of

fhe

o vou hear me?” Len- |
‘their attention at Darrel.
yvour |

to the |

Smrais, |
l.envard. |

"l npper

persisted Dar- |

| street,

| stoond,

as l_

siarga- |

black |
eves seemed to burn as they looked into |

Nate Darrel following |
' ca of the one Darre

' clerk’s desk near the lighted lamp.

of quick wit |
Following the cards whets 2 man s fac- |
ulties and makes them keen and alert. |

evolved a startling |

ovel

.biH

Miurgatrovd was the

A crisis was at
their differences were soon
{led,

N ol did Murgatrovd turn
ook Lack. so sure was he ol his
tery over MeClond.
v that brief walk from Hawlbill's
y the oTice of the gambler
¢onld have drawn that ebony-handled
revolver and pressed the tricger with
fatal eilect,

mt such tacties were foreizgn to Dar-
rel’'s nature. He would meet his ene-
myv lace to face, with no advaniage on
either side.

Before turning into the hall at
Kaliper's place Darrel brushed past a
ocroup of men, their heads together in
earnest diseussion. One was the bur-
lv marshal, another was Roy Lenyard,
a third was the sallow-faced clerk
whom Darrel had met in Murgatrovd s
office and the fourth was a hLeavy-set,
well-dressed man with a small leather
case under one arm.

At a sharp word from lLenyard itae
broke apart and directed
Murgatrovd,
apparently, took no notice of his clerk,
nor liis three combvanions, but
passed into the building and up the
staire to his darkened rooms. Darrel
stumbled after him, reaching the
landing Murgatroyvd unlocked
door. EI'II“*'II it open and Hi*‘]‘[""l! back,
an ominons figeure in the gloom of the
h:;”

“Go in,” said he, curtly.

Darrel went in and Muargatroyd fol-
lowed. locking the door after him and
putting the key in his pocket. ‘T'he
darkness was relieved by light refiect-

his enemy. hanii

to bhe set-

i .

olce and

mas-
At any time dur-

Darrel

quarieile

ol

A

silent, watchful, waiting.
“There's a chair in the corner,”
Mureatrovd went on; “sit down.
The command was mutely obeyed.

Murcatrovd then lighted a lamp, drew |
'the shades at the windows and took a

chair. fixing his dark gaze on Darrel.

A vear had passed since these two
men had last parted in Denver.
fore that they had known each other
well. Darrel, in returning Murga-

the |

but halted and whirlea ar
what his companion wWas
Darrel had nof 113 ;IH-;i‘l[iu[[
cnd still bad his w on the desk
and his chin Im | . A spar-

| w lur-
CAlTovi] : all eXx-
clamalioil

The cir d serpent with
diamond L Darrel  had
worn for vears. Murcatroyd had seen
it often and | '

Mur-
pocket
Darrel’s

' and

Ii.' () 1

.-"‘i' 'OV S

1liele
the

1 iy o
d &t L4an

) 1 :
i J.l '.‘."L“‘ii

(nreatrova
gripping
The

!]li_

.1 1
=1

|

bacis
that this
and the
{rom their
izht.
ialf-minute.
remamber-

' RTURNING OF
11l MEN HURLED
THEMSEILVES AT EACH ¢ TIHER.

ine only the inj redd at the
hands of one whom hi had believed tO

1 N ~1.i-.

| he his friend. Darros was calmer, but

Be- |

trovd’s look, searched for some sign |

of lurking recognition, but found none.
The silence lengthened and Darrel

swept his glance about the room. "The |

clerk’'s desk, with its litter of papers,
the brickwork and door of the vaull

bank. a tall mineral cabinet azainst

‘the wall. its topmost shelf supporting
'a large block of “Galena’” ore, heavy
and sparkling, maps of the mining dis- |
| trict,
<low review before the owner of the |

a letter press—these passed in

premises saw fit to speak.
“1 zot vour letter, McCloud, but 1
doubted whether you would be fool
enoneh to ecome here—here, all

places in the world.”
Darrel swerved his
v face. but hesitated

ot
eves 10

1o trnst

-2 he murmured, at last,
“You must have been in one o1 your
when you wrote it was the
speering comment. Mureatrovd ook
a folded sheet from his pocket, opened
«+1 shall be in Sandy Bar
to-nicht. You may look for me, for 1
<hall snrely come.”” With a jeering
lauch the lelter was returned to the
“And here von are, added
Murcatrovd. “Allow me 1o tell you,
MeClond, that youre a crazy fool.”

The leiter was a surprise to Darrel
and Lo stirred restlessly.

1 don't know what wild notion
bronght  you here” went on AMurza-

-
L1 1 ]
ul | [

and read:

‘qu'LPI_

the |

and

' the thick-set

troyvd, “but 1 do know that voure £0- |

ine 1o pike ont of camp as quiclk as a
horse can carry you. Luck has f[a-
vored vou so far, but vou're so irre-
sponsible younre likely to spoil every-
thine. A few words from you about
Nate Darrel and the game will be a
losing  proposition for both of us.
That blow-up on the War Fagle trail
was the best thing that ever havpened

for us.  If vou yield to any 01 your
mad eccentricities now there's no tell-

Cine what harm you may do ™

This tonched at a vital point of the
Sturgis matter,

more. but knew he could not question |

without arousing snuspicion. He made

no answer.

“\What have you done with that re-
volver?”

Darrel  took  the
weapon from his pocket.

“Give it to me,” said
starting up and snatching it ronghly.
“Didn’'t vou have one of vour own’?
You playved hell using this that night.”

Fiercely Murgatroyd pulled down the
evlinder and examined the cartridges.

“«One emoty shell,” he muttered,
frowning blackly: “siugs in the other
five shells and the slugs marked.” He

ebonyv-handled

1

I'

|
r
:
|

Darrel longed to learn

L asked,

i

1

!
|

L nnstairs

ctamped his foot in a fury. “How in |

the devil's name did those marks come
there? Did yvon do it von?’ He

' hurled the guestion at Darrel, who re-

ceived it silently. “Bat you conldn’t
have done that, you'd have had no ob-
ject in doing It It must have been
NDarrel. when he sat In that office,

" there. writing his note that afternoon
' 1 was away in the hills.

Much good
that evidence will do Darrel now."

A steel letter opener—either a repli-
had used in the
inner office when he marked the bul-
lets. or else the same—lay on the
It
was sharp and might prove of use In
an emergency. Darrel leaned one arm

on the desk close to the instrument
and bowed his head on his lifted hand.

In disarming himself by yielding ub
the weapon he believed he had eftecl-
ively disarmed any doubts of Mur-
gatrovd’s, present or to come. He was
eacer to know more of this man s rela-
tions with McCloud.

“I'Il put this revolver in the vauit
for now.” said Murgatroyd, “and when
[ have seen you safe out of town 1’1l
ix fresh carfridges in the cylil-
der.

Then. while he worked at the
1 combination, he
n into his pocket.
he pulied open

he

ll!'i"'n_.“!'
il'l . | I W

|11I' l.l;--

Weain
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| net,

' charge of the body ol St irgis’
Murgzatrovd,

!

1
i

none the less determin
‘hairs were tipned
and lamp barely esc
A frenzy of brate foree.
* the mineral cabinet,

floor with tue

over, the
the
dropping
to the cabinet on top
of them.

Darrel was no i
onist in such rongh work
underneath. A ol lashed through

¢h for his antag-

| which served Murgatroyd in lien of a | {ip that he had failed, and that the

I's. bhut the
ena. tinping with the cabi-
the stronger man on
head and crashed to the

vietory wonld |
h:l'n'!k I'Jr :-1'.;'...
ﬁll”l'.n

the

hack of

floor.
Murgatrovd's fingers

relaxed: with

 a stifled groan he straizhtened out and |

one deadl.

jay like
' Darrel drew himsell

(351
der the cabinel 1 rose

Iixeited and breath-
‘ from un-
to his feet,

Tk
™ ¥
ed &
!'411.;

Murgatrovd

- s | I " ¥ ¥ -!; .. . I
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“Ah., the marshal,”’ said Darrel,

lieved to find that the officer was one |
tor be drawn to the scene. |

of the first
“1 am glad vou have come.’

The marshal pushed farther into the
room. followed by Lis companion

“What's been here””

“Murzatrovd and 1 were seiliing an
old answered Darrel, pulling
his disarranged clothing shape,
“tut 1 am glad to say that 1

SolinEgE on

s Irl'_”

into

L resnlit sen inll,-é!_‘-

“Where is Murzairoyd now "
The officer had peered about
into the inner oflice.

“1 have him —safe,” Darrel smiled
erimly. “Who is this sentleman?” he
inrning to the man
with the leather case umder his arm.

“That's Doc Pavion,
wildered marshal

“*Not

b L ual ’
| :’H'h-hi"{

the same entieman

pre

“1 am the coroner,’ spoke Pav-
ton. “and held the

“Better and better,
“Naturally, gentlemen,

YOou see

1o
ingnest.”
Liarrel.
1 are cocuri-
foilow Murgatroyd
to this and later vom
hear sounds of a scullle and come to
investigate., What you see merely in-
VOur and suspicion.
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want to talk with tha two of you and

co of you to set a couple of those

' c¢hairs npright and be seated.”

. As he finished, Darrel settled him-
elf comfortably on one corner of the
desk. The marshal was inclined to
' parley on Murgatroyd's account.
 ~] want to understand this thing,”
' he began, ageressively, and Darrel in-
terrapted him with:

! “Precisely! The quickest way 1o un-

' derstand it is by listening 1o what 1
' wish to say. If anything has gone

Iwrun;:. [ am here to be held to ac-
count.”

| “Jie’s rieht about that, Merrick,”
c<aid the doctor, righting one cof the
overturned chairs and seating himself
in it. “l.et's hear him.”

AV erriel: had an uncomfortable feel-
ing that malters were strangely
wrong, somehow, and he picked up the
lamp and stepped apart to survey the
other room. He came back directly
and acain set the lamp on the desk.
“1 don't like the looks of things,”
e grumbled as he sat down, “and we

. seem to be leaving the whole matter
'to vou entire. Rut I reckon you can
fire awayv.”’

Darrel. fearing interruption from the
| vanlt, plunged into the subject at once.
. “What was the verdict of the cor-
sner's jury in the Sturgis case, doc-
tor?” he asked. \
. “It was found that Sturgis met his
| death by a bullet, i5-caliber, fired by
ne Nathan Darrel, of San Francisco,”
' returned the doctor. |
| “Were the proofs of Darrel's guilt
| quite conclusive?”

“The jury found them s0.”

“Pnt von, in your own mind; were
on quite convineed?”

“1 don't recognize your right to ask
neh a question. 1 am the coroner and
1 have repeated to you the jury's ver-
 diet.”

In spite of this Darrel could see
 1ainly that Dr. Payton had an honest

a1 bt

“\What's the use of splittin® hairs?”
' ..i0 the marshal. “And what has the

nurder of Sturgis got to do with your

row with Murgatroyd?” |
| “Just this, Mr. Merrick,” returned.
| Darrel, steadily; “Murgatroyd Kkilled"
| turgis— \
| “Whatl"” exploded Merrick, starting
L ap.

‘ The doctor. was less amazed, al-
though not a little startled.

|
|

? Darrel repeated his words. |
| “Why,” exclaimed the marshal,
‘Sturgis and Murgatroyd was friends!™

“Murgatroyd would have no motive,"l
| wlded the doetor.

“Murgatroyd and Darrel were not
friends.” said Darrel. ;
| «TThat’s no news,’w came from the
'marshal. “It don’t bear on Murga-
trovd and Sturgis, anvhow.” |

“Yes. it does,” persisted Darrel; .
Aurgatroyd killed Sturgis in such a
wav that they would hang Darrel for
it
“Preposterons!”

1 {OTL. .
. “You're a fool,” averred the marshal,’
il‘ rankly. “Do you think Murgatroyd
'wonld shoot a friend down in cold
' blood just for the sake of having Dar-
'rel hung?” ;
“Did you ever know Murgatroyd to
' make a play that wasn’t crnel, crafty
ind safe?” asked Darrel. “He's &
nake and wonld trail his slimy length’
wver any friendship for the sake of
cetiing his  fangs into an enemy's
throat.” |
. “I3e reasonable, young man,” said
|,lhe doctor. impatiently, “‘be reason-
able.” 1
. “Talk's cheap,” supplemented the
'marshal. “It would take strong proofs
to make me believe anything like
that.” :

“(entlemen,” resumed Darrel, “I
'happen to know that Nate Darrel came
' this town on the day the murder
was committed. He came 10 Sandy
Bar to settle his differences with Mur-
satrovd and, directly after he reached
{he camp, made st raight for this office.

“AMurgatroyd was out in the hills and
Darrel went into that private office
and wrote a line for him. Murgatrovd
'had forgotten his revolver and left it
hehind—it was lying on the desk in
iront of Darrel as he wrote his note.

“pefore leaving the room Darrel
marked every cartridge in that gun—"

It was then the doctor’s turn to leap
from his chair.

“you kinow Darrel did that?” he in-
terrupted.

ot ™

“Why did he do it?”

“Because he feared Murgatroyd
would shoot him down from behind.”

«gtill.” returned the doctor, siniing
back into his chair, “I can’t see—""

“In his pocket-book Darrel placed a
glip of paper stating that, if he met
with foul play, the coroner would
please recall that L.ester Murgatroyd
had sworn to shoot him on sight; and
if the bullet that took Darrel's
litfe bore the letter ‘M. it would be
found to correspond with other car-
ridzes in Murgatroyd's revolver.”

NHr, Pavton drew a deep breath and

declared Dr. Pay- |

!‘ -
that.




