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Wilbur welcomed me cordially, and in
a few moments made me feel entirely
at home. She presented her children,
Harold and two sisters, younger by a
' few yvears. and soon wWe all sat down
itr‘! a delicions and bountifnl snpper.
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WHEN [ was in the theological sem-

inary it the cnstom of the

students at the beginnirg of the senior
vear, 10 obtain, with ”H" approval and
co operation ol the faculty, licenses 10
preach. Then we wonld out, as
often as we had opportunity, to supply
vacant pulpits in the snrronnding
country. Reguestis  for “supplies
would come from these churches 1o
comre member of the facnlty, and he
wenld assign  them to the senilors.
Otten we used to go long distances to
fill these preaching engagemenis, and
not infrequently the small sum we re-
ceived for our scervices would be al-
most, If not quite, consnmed by travel-
ing expenses. In winter, or during the
season of the spring floods, it was no
small task to reach the remote coun-
try towns to which we were sum-
moned. and often we world have to
start before daylizht on Saturday, and
travel by all sorts of conveyances, in
order to reach our destination in sea-
SONg,

However. we were all eager to get
these preachinz assignments, W hich
served to introduee us to the actual
work of the ministry; and not one of
us ever (*umpl:linwl if he was sent 150
or 200 miles “up country’ to serve
some small church in the hills, that
could offer no more than to pay his
expenses.

In the spring of 1874, which was my
own senior vear, Prof. Mason, of the
seminary faculty, came to my room in
Fletcher hall, one lovely April ev ening,
with a letter in his hand from the com-
mittee of a small church in Bakersville,
Vt., 95 miles away, in a thinlv :911]ml
section of the state. “Can you g0?”
he asked. “The pay is only $10—the
fare $8.”

“Certainly 1 can,’ I replied, crate-
fully, for I had not had an assignment
to preach for more than a month.

“The pastor has been calle «1 away,
suddenly, by the probably fatal illness
of his father,” explained Prof. Mason,
“and vou are to be entertained by his
wife. A man will meet you with horse
and wagcn at Candia station, and you
will have a drive of nine miles from
there to Bakersville, which, as | under-
stand, is an out-of-the-way place in a
mountain valley. It's a long, hard
trip, but you may get some p]m-mrablp
spice of adventure out ol it.

Prof. Mason handed me the letter
from the chairman of the church com-
mittee, Deacon John Fay, and I assured
him that I would look up time tables
and be ready to start early saturday
morning. It was already Friday even-
inz. so I paciked my bag, putting in two
sermons, with the usual change of
clothing, and ther walked down to the
railroad station to get posted as to my
route. I fomad that I should have 10
start at seven o'clock in the morning,
and then, as usual in such trips to out-
of-the-way places, wait for three hours
in the middle of the day to make con-
nections at & small junction.
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way, so | added a lunch and a good
book to my bndget, and soon went 1o
bed so as to wake in time for an early
start.

The day passed more pleasantly than
I had expected, for the ride throngh the
oountry, clad in that {irst delicate green

of early leafage, and bright with clear |

sunshine and sparkling brooks, afford-
ed a succession of charming pictures.
I spent my three hours at the little
junction in the hills strolling and lis-
tening to delicions brook musie, in-
stead of reading, and then se ttled to
my book as the Jong- awaited train
pulled out, and read until the brake-
man shoused “Candia.”

It was Deacon Fay himself who met
me, with a steut horse and buggy, at
Candia station and we had a pleasant
talk. as we rode, in the late afternoon
and early evening, through the lonely
passes and over the wooded ridges of
the everlasting hills. It was dusk be-
fore we reached Bakersville, or rather
the river valley from which ifs roofs
came in sight. Jusj as we were passing
a rocky, wooded island in the stream
a loud, hoarse, startling scream ransg
across the water. The horse gave a
leap that nearly jerked us backward
out of the buggy, and then broke into
a gallop down the river road. My
companion twisted the reins about his
h&‘lds and finally sncceeded in slowing
gown the frightenmed horse to a trot
The cry was not repeated, and our

steed became quieter as we drew rapid-
\y away from the island.

“That’s the first time I've ever heard
it, and I've been over this road at least
once a week for years,” said my com-
panion.

“What was it?” I asked, with per-
haps an excusable tremor in my voice,
for the cry aad been truly terrifyiag.

“The reputed panther on Brigham is-
land,” replied Deacon Fay, “and |
guess it is a panther, too, for no other
creature could give a screech like
that. People say that a panther has
bis den on that rocky island, and
srosses to the nearer shore by leap-
Ing from rock to rock in the channel.
I've read all about it in the county pa-
per, but I never took any stock in the
stories. It didn't seem possible that
a panther could survive in this part
cf the country, yet I'm forced to be-
lieve it now, for that was no human
scream.”

We made the last two miles into
Bakersville in surprisingly quick
time. and rattled across the wooden
bridge over the river just as lights be-
gan to twinkle down the single street
of the village.

“I'll ;take you right to the elder’'s
house.” said my companion. “You'll
find his wife one of the sait of the
earth—sensible. sincere, kind-hearted,
brave and unselfish. Here we are—

and there she is at the door, looking
for us.”

The rati’e of the bugzgy wheels

minister’s wife to the door, and there
she stood, peering out into the dusk,

around her figure from behind. She

It was |
exasperating, but there was no other |

@ || A little before midnight,
' day night,

! ~hnreh was not far away,

it began to rain in torrents,
and every time I woke up I conld hear
the storm dashing against the windows

'of my bed room and beating with a

1ull roar on the ground outside. “Too
bad' 1 thonght, sleepily. “To-mor-
row'll he a rainy Sunday, and there'll
he only a hand{ul of people at chureh
The thonghit of anyvthing more KPTIONS
~esnlting from the storm never
enrred to me,
Sure enongh
ponred down
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all dav Sunday the rain
in torrents. it tho
0. of eonrse,
we all went, both morning and atter-
noon. At the supper table, aftel
cocond service. Mrs. Wilbnr said, some-
xhat hesitatingly, “Mr. Wilbur has
heen in the habit of conducting a Sun-
day evening mission service in the
~choolhonse at the
come three miles up the valley. |
have said nothing to the people there
ahont his being away, and suppose
(hev will assemble in the schoolhonse
e nenal. My plan was—not expect-
ing this storm—to ask yon 10 drive
Jown there with me and hold the
meeting as usnal.”

“And I shall be glad to go. storm OF
no storm.” I replied. “1 want To carty
ont Mr. Wilbur's regular programme
in overy detail. But I don’t think vou
omeht to go, this bad mnight. Can't
Harold drive me up there. and show
me where the schoolhouse is?”

“No. I must go. and 1 want to o0,”
ceplied Mrs. Wilbur . “If the meeting
is held, I must be there.
can play the organ and lead the sing-
ingz. [ don’t mind mere weather. |1
can assure von I've encountered a 2004
deal of it since we ecame here, and you
can see that it hasn't hurt me.”

I langhed as 1 looked at Mrs. Wil-
bur's fine color and bright eyes. “Well,
if von're not to be frichtened by a Iit-
tle winl and rain, I certainly am
not?’ 1 replied. “When chall we
start ?”

“At abont 6:20, Harold will harness
ihe horse. and have it at the door at
that time.”

We were off promptly at 6:30, all
bundled up, and with a big carriage-
umbrella clamped to the seat. The
rain was falling, if anything, harvder
than ever. and even the road was get-
tinz to be like the bed of a shallow
Lrook. Our route took ns up the river
valley, the road every now and then
ekirting the very edge of the streanm.
We could see by the light of our lan-
tern. hung in front of the dashhoard,
that the water was already almost
bank-hich. There was still nnmelted
snow in the reeesses of the mountains,
«nd this warm. long-continned Anril
rain was rapidly swelling the tribhn-
tary brooks.

“1 do wic<h

said my corenmnion.
Lhave two bhridees to CTOSS,
<honld we do if one of them shonld be
washed away?”
We kept on. however, passed the
bridges safely, and drove 10 the schoonl-
honse at the “Corners,” which we
fonnd lichted and filled with a larger
andience than had been present at
either service in the church. After a
worm and inspiring meeting of nearly
two hours. Mrs .Wilbur and 1 started
on our return.

We fonght
storm, after

11 hoe

uneasily. “*We

against the
that. mostly in silence
driving slowly and peering into the
darkress ahead, dimly lighted by our
lantern. Once Mrs. Wilbur broie {he
silence by saying, “That dark biulk out
'n the river is Prieckam’s island. [&To
first bridee is just below. and we shall
oon recach it As she mentioned
Brigham’s island an involunrary shiver
ran up my back, for I remembercd the
hoarse scream o©f the night belore
What an hour this would be to meei a
erouching panther in the road!

A few minuntes later we reached the
bridge, which was a covered structure.
The water was already piilng up
against the framework, and now and
then we could hear a timber creak un-

onr  way

|

der its pressure. “Shall we drive on,”
I asked, “and risk it?”

“T think we'd better,” replied my
companion. ““The bridge seems to rest
firmly vet on its abutments and we
won't be long crossing.”

I urged the horse up the sharp pitch
of the roadbed to the entrance of the
bridge and the animal, after halting
and snorting for a moment, with a re-

! luctance which I could not understand,

finally plunged with a rsh upon the
planks. At that moment there came
an ominous growl and snarl from the
darkness ahead. The horse began toO
rear. and I leaped over the wheel and
caunght him by the bridle.

Before I leaped I had seen the glow
of two baleful, vellow eves, like dull
cancle flames, in the gloom ahead, and
the incident of the preceding day, the
scream from Brigham's island, was
again and still more vividly recalled.
Inst~ntly the conviction took posses-
sion of my mind that the creature con-
fronting us in the bridge was the pan-
ther. The flood had driven him from
his den on Brigham’s island, and he
had followed the bank of the stream
until the cavernous opening of the
bridge offered him shelter from the

storm. There he had crouched, until
the sound of our horse’s hoofs on ghe
planks had roused him to angry pro-
test.

As I strugeled to hold the frightened
horse. 1 felt. all at once, the bridge be-
sinning to lift on the flood, and then
I heard it slowly grating off theé stone
abutments. All of a sudden it lurched,
settled at one end, and then drifted off
with the swift current of the stream.
We were afloat with a panther in a
covered bridge, from which there was
now no way of escape!

If 1 lost my head for a moment in
the bewilderment of peril, plucky little
Mrs. Wilbur did not. As the horse be-
gan to back, still rearing and dragging
me with it, she too sprang lightly out

. ance.

|

across the bridee had brought the | ward the end of the bridgse.

over the wheel and came to my assist-
But our combined efforts were
powerless to hold the terrified horse,

. which continued to rear and back to-

‘“We'll

 have to let him go,” panted my com-

' panion.

with a glow of lamplight streaming dragged into the water!”

was short and slight, with quick, en-

ergetic movements,
was both sweet and strong. Her hair
was fast grayving, vet she did not im-
press one as a person who was growing
old.

“Well, deacon,
time,” she s=aid “and I'm glad you
have, for supper ready a little
earlier than I had planned,
can stop and have a bite with us be-
fore going home. Harold,
con Fay’s horse around to the barn.”

vou've made

id

16 stepped forward and led the horse
away, while Deacon Fay brought me
up the steps and iniroduced me. Mrs,

“Don’t keep hold till youre

The horse, with a fierce shake and
backward plunge, broke from us, and

and a face that " the next instant disappeared over the

end of the bridge, dragsed by the bug-
ey. As our lantern qp the dashboard
vanished we wepe left in total dark-

- Ness.
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A fine, maniy-looking boy of about _one of these and we soon saw, as 1 Lad

' the bridze was a panther.
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“Have you a match?” asked the lit-
tle woman at my side, with wonderful
coolness. “I1f so, please light it and
let us see wnat that creature is.’

[ had. fortunately, a pocket match-
safe filled with parlor matches, which
bright blaze. I struck

that our fellow voyager In
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the top of my voice.
heard an answering
lieht came more rapidly towa
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hy stout arms, Was
end of the bridge.
and held it while Mrs. Wilhu
lichtly in. Then [ followed
pushed the hoat off with all my
In a few moments the driiting
wae an indistinet bulk in 1 Jda
“What! a panther on board
bridee. Gid yom sayv? cried the res-
cner, a sturdy mountain farmer. W al,
wal! [ was ont lookin' for my chicken
coops, but 1 guess I'll et my ritle and
trv for bhigger game 2
He took us ashore and np 1o his
honse where he left us 10 ry oft
cet warnd. lefore midnight he
turned with the panther s hide!
Qtranecly enongh, the minister’s
Lhorse managed to strug; [
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was found next morning W ith he buggy
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the river bank. The animal was
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My trip to Bakersville had indeed

proved to be epiced with adveniare,
but it is not that whic h makes it pleas
ant to recall, so much as the re Il‘llll“’
friendship of the Wilburs, which has
been one of th happiest friendships
of my Iif'r'.ﬂﬂr:l%;:'n Judd Farmer.

The Easier Way.

“Aunt Chloe,” askgd a
housel:eeper of an old sery ant,
makes sOo many of vour n]lh‘ super-

stitions?”

“Well,
it's ‘cause

Virginia
“what

“ reckon
fin's hit 2
rabbit' s
exortions,” =-

missus.” she said,
de men folks
heap casier to depen’ on a
foot dan on |ll‘il‘ owl
Washington Star.

A Mean Trick.
Clara— Why in the world did you en-
cage vourself to that Mr. Hardhead?
Dora—He took me at

vantage that 1 had to.

“Nonsense!

“Oh. but von don’t Know.
posed to me in an ice cream
| knew perfectly well rhat
Jidn't aeccent him he wouldnt
if T'd have ancther plate.”
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If you are nervous and tired out
coatinually you could have no
clearer warning of the approach
of sorious female trouble.

]ln not ‘i-hlil i inl you --iff r un-
bearable p.:;m before you sec K hr at-
ment.  You need Wine of Car Jm
now just as wuch as if the trou ble
wiTre nore deve I”I"‘ d .rul tl.{ tor-
turing pains of disordered men-
strnation, bearing down pains,
leucorrhoea, backache and head-
ache were driving you to the un-
failing relief that Wine of Cardui
bas brought hundreds of thousands
of women and will bring you.

Wine of Cardm will -fnw out
all trace of weakness and banish
nervous spells, headache and back-
ache an«f yrevent the symptoms
from quickly developing into
gerous troubles that will be hard
to check. Secure a $1.00 bottle of
Wine Qf Ctl.l"ll‘lll tml‘n It your
dealer does not kt-tp ! and the
money to the Ladies’ Advisory
De t.. The Chattanocoga Medicine

. ‘hatt tanooga, Tenn., and the
medicine will be sent you.
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GILBERT HAGADONE

SUCCESSOR TO

James Swann,
DENTON, MD.,

Represents the following excellent
fire insurance 'mnp.um-- in which
much of the property of this coun-
ty i8 insured:

PENNSYLVANIA FIRE

OF PHILADELPHIA.

HOME,

OF NEW Yokh.

EQUITABLE, s
PLANTERS MUTUAL

OF WASHINGION (COUNTY, MD,
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Are due to Indigestion. Ninety-nine of every |
ons hundred people who have heart trouble |

can remember when it was simple
tion. Itis a scientific fact that all cases of
heart disease, not organic, are not
traceable to, but are the direct result of indi-
gestion. All food taken into the stomach
which fails of perfect digestion fermcuts and
swells the stomach, puffing it up against the
heart. This interferss with the acuon
the heart, and in the course of tfmﬂ
delicate but vital organ bﬂccﬂltﬂ r:i:s;ta:;:: 1,
Mr. D. Kauble, of Nevada, O., says: | had stomrach
trouble and was ina bad state as | had hx-; ' trou

with it. | took Kodol Dyspepsia Cure for
months and it cured me.
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