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cne direction, while the monkey took

" another. Try as they might, however,

they could find no trace of the three
children. Behind bushes and under
thickets, in the woods or the tall mea-
dow grass, they looked with care, but
finally they were forced to return to
the cottage and report to the anxious
mother that there was no trace of the
missing children.

“Come in and have supper,” sa.ld the
g~od woman, “for you both must be
hungry after your journey.” So the
princess and the monkey entered the
cottage and were shown into the small
kitchen, where the table wag set for
the evening meal. On one side were
three little plates, and at the sight of
the empty chairs arranged beside the
table, the mother cried afresh.

“Do not weep,” said the little prin-
cess, laying her hand on the good wo-
man’s arm, “surely no harm can have
bLefallen them. They will no doubt re-
turn at any moment.”

“Thank you so?” said the woman,
drying her eyes and setting the humble
supper on the table, yet I am sorely
troubled.” |

The princess and the monkey fin-

ished their repast as quickly as pos-|

sible, and went out again to the road-
side to watch for her children. In a
few minutes the good woman joined
them, and the three strained their
eyumlonslyforugmnmm the
three little forms, but to no avail.

L

Slowly the shadows of the eveni ng
fell around them and the even’ing
breeze began to gently sway the tr ee-
tops.

“Come, I will pick you a rose,” ¢ ;aid
the good woman, trying to hide the
tears that were falling from her e yes,
“jor I know you love roses.” T ‘hen
she and the little princess and the
pet monkey turned from the road .way
into the little gate in the fence and
entered the garden. A narrow pe bbly
path wound in and out among the
flower beds, so they went in s ingle
file towards the three beautiful r oses.
“Is it not lovely?” asked the goo d wo-
man, leaning over the nearest rose.
And with a sudden movemer.t she
leaned over and kissed the be¢ autiful
flower, whiie her tears fell urron the
t~embling petals. But before :ihe had
time to pluck it from the ‘bush it
{urned into one of her children . With
a glad cry the child threw ii:s arms
about the mother’s neck, pr omising
again and again never to be diisobedi-
ent again. But the good wom:in could
hardly wait to give a kiss in. return,
so anxious was she to press her anx
ious lips against the petals of 1 -he other
two roses. And they, also, tu:ned sud-
denly into-the forms of her little chil-

dren at the touch of the mo ther lps.

There was great happine:ss in the
small flower garden after thi.s and the
ehnmmu'alhrtmtm“ f
- (Continued on page s)l
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