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HARDING GLAD
AMERICANS ARE

A FREE PEOPLE

Continued from Page Four

make war, not a war thrust upon us,

if 1 could choose the language of the
resolution, but a war declared in re-

sponse to affronts; a war that will
at least put a soul into our American
life; a war not for the cause of the

world in defense of Poland, Armenia
and the Dardanelles. The British pre-
mier repiied. according to his remarks
quoted tHrc the newspapers, to the ef-
fect that, while the formation af ‘an
international army’ would be ‘an ideal
solution,” it could net be accomplish-
ed because the European nations could
not furnish the troops and the United

States had *withdrawn from co-opera- |
- volves the disparity

tion'—a polite and diplomatic phrase
and more exactly meaning, of course,

. that the senate of the United States

allies of Europe; a war not for France,

beautiful as the sentiment may be in

reviving at least our gratitude to the

French people; not precisely a war for |
- say theyv think. that this extraordinary

civilization, worthy and

inspiring as
that would be; but a war that speaks

for the majesty of a people properly

the crucial test where they are re-

solved to get together and wage a con- |

flict for the maintenance of their
-rights and the preservation of the
covenant inherited from their fathers.

“We have given to the world

the

spectacle of a great nation that could

make war without selfish intent.
unsheathed the sword some eighteen
years ago for the first time in the his-
tory of the world, in the name of hu-
manity, and we gave proof to the
world at that time of an unselfish na-
tion.
fortune, or travail of destiny, it has
come to us to unsheathe the sword
again. not alone for humanity’'s sake—
through that splendid inspiration will
be involved—but to unsheathe the
sword against a great power in the
maintenance of the rights of the re-
publie, in the maintenance which will
give to us a new guaranty of nation-
ality. That's the great thing. and |
want it known, Mr. President and sen-
ators. that this is the impelling thought
with me for one, when I cast my vete.’

For Same Guaranty Today.

“It is for that same ‘guaranty of na- |

tionality’ that I stand today, and shall
continue to .stand inflexibly, so long
as | shall be permitted to live. The

We

. pursue this course.

had not completed the partial obliga
tion assumed by the President to do
that very thing—-that is, to ‘furnish the
troops.” Could & clearer indieation of
what would have been expected of this
country as a member of the leagne be
desired? Hardly. Some, too, think, o1

I do not
that

service should be rendered.
agree with them, but, assuming

governed, who finally are brought to they are right, I venture te note that

nothing stands in the way of perform
ance. The President has only to cal
upon Congress to declare war, and te
confer upon him specific authority to
raise armies for the protection of the
powers which, though recently asso
ciated with., are still foreign to our

own republie.

“Tt is reasonably safe to assume,
however, that the President will not
Fortunately, he

i{s under no ‘compelling moral obliga-

New, whether it is the fate, or

tion’ under the league to do so. His
recent nnhappy experience, moreover,

Cin asking Congress to send American

independence of our great republic is |

to me a priceiess and sacred inheri- |

tance. Time was when an American
did not hesitate to proclaim himself a
patriot. To do so now, 1 am well
aware, Is sometimes to invite the
sneers of cynicism. But why should
any true American not be free to say:
‘1 am a patriot, wholly evoted to my
country, which I hold to he God’'s bhest
inspiration to man for higher attain-
ment and the promotion of the world’s
best civilization?

“But I have a special reason for
makingz this reference today. 1 chal-
lenge the statement that the patriot-
ism which holds America first com-
prehends either narrewnes or selfish-
ness, or as implying taeit suspicion and
jealousy of other p-oples.

“To assert, as some have asserted
_ heedlessly, that those of us who honest-
"~ ly Dbelieve thar America can best
serve all mankind as America, free
and untrammeled, rather than as one
in # pitiable minority among ,many
states in merged world grvernment,

lack consciousness ¢f the rightful de- |

mands of *umenity, is to utter a gross
and unpardonable libel.
meanness to those of us who, in the
performance of+*our public duty, re-
fused to participate in what we sin-
cerely regarded as a betrayal of our
own country In the interest of others,
iIs to discrédit the Iintelligence and
discrimination of the great mass of
American people who directly, by
their votes, put us in our positions of
trust. For myself, [ yield to no man

in willingness, aye, in eagerness, to g

render the greatest conceivable assist

_.i-.---ll.-.—“

ance to the stricken peoples of Eu-
rope. 1 (include all of them and
speak with a genuinely sympathetic
heart, whether it is to mention de-
vastated France, or sorely-tried Italy,
or nobly-struggling Poland, or dis-
tracted and misguided Russia, or gal-
lant little Belgium, or pitiably deceived
Austria, or the ruthless invader, Ger-
many, which came to the supreme
tragedy through a leadership which
brought disaster to her misguided peo-
ple. '

“It was with that feeling of sym-
pathy and desire to serve, that most
reluctantly and with grave misgivings,
as 1 announced at the time, 1 with
reservations designed to preserve our
essential liberty of action. The rec-
ord is made, and under the same con-
ditions, confronted by the same alter-
native, I should vote now as 1 voted
then,

Conditions Have Changed.

';But the conditions have changed.
Experience has brought enlighten-

ment. We know now that the league |

ccnstituted at Versailles is utterly im-
potent as a preventive of wars. It Is
80 obviously impotent that it has not
even been tried. The original league,

mistakenly conceived and unreason-
ably insisted upon, has undoubtedly
passed berond the possibility of res-
toration. The maturer judgment of
the world will be that it deserved to
pass for the very simple reason that,
contrary to all of the tendencies devel-
oped by the civilizing processes of the
world, it rested upon the power of
might, not of right,

“The assertion is made frequently
that through the surrender of our na-
tionality we might have saved the life
of the covenant—that is to say, that,
although twenty-eight nations could
not make it function, one added to the
twenty-eight would have achieved a
glowing success, provided, always, that
the one were America.

“This pays to America the tribute
of exceptional influence, but 1 suggest
that if the world is dependent upon our
action to bring about the supreme real
ization, then we ought to have the say
about our own freedom in participat-
ing therein.
is meant by this reliance upon Ameri-
ca. What ecan it signify if not that
it is to the United States, and to the
United States alone, that the other
twenty-eight nations look for the bone
and sinew, the money, the mnnitions
and the men to sustain the entire or-
ganization, not as an agenc) of peace,
but as an armed force?

A Telling Admission.
“A few days ago a delegation of an
organization which calls itself a So-

clety for the Prevention of War ap-
pealed to the premlier of Great Britain

To attribute |

But let- us consider what |

Ctive eall of

boyvs to police Armenia would hardly
encouracze repetition of a request al
ready courteously but guite firmly de
ined by the Congress. What then, in
like ecirceumstances, would bhe the an-
swer of the British premier himself?
In his own words, addressing a meet-
ing of .the Coalition Liberals on Au
enst 12 last, according to the press
reports, he said:

“When the terrible aquestion of
peace or war has td be decided, our
first duty as n government is to the
people. who trust us not to commit
their treasure to any unjustifiable ad
venture. Nothing but the most impera-
national honor, national
safety and national freedom can jus-
tify war. EBEefore this country is com-
miited to it, oven in the most limited
form, w. must he satisficd thar these
are in peril.’

“T quote these telling words. my
countrymen, with the utmost satisfac-
tion, because with one amendment

' they express to a nicety my own posi-

!

|

i

]

tion. I take for granted that the
prime minister meant to include in
‘treasure’ the greatest treasure of all

hut. for mvself, T should leave noth- |

ing to be inferred. Foremost and abhove
all else to be safeguarded by those
of us who hold the trust of the peo-
ple, it goes without saying, but cannot

be too often repeated, is the manhood |

of the nation,
Will Not Misuse Power.

“Now. it may appear to vou thet |
have been speaking chiefly in the nega-
tive. I make the admission. What Is
more, I might continue to do so almost
indefinitely witheut disadvantage to
our cause,
done by the present expiring adminis
ration that no power on earth could

- — ——

induce me to do. that 1 cannot even
sttempt to recount them. [ may re-

mark casually, however, that if I should
be, as 1 fully expect to be, elected
President of this just and honorable

republic, I will not empower an assist-
ant secretary of the navy te draft a
constitution for helpless neighbors in

the West Indies and jam it down their
throats at the point of bayonets borne

by United States marinés. We have

a higher service for our gallant ma-

rines than that. Nor will 1 misuse the
power of the executive to cover 'vith a

veil of secrecy repeated acts of un-
warranted interference in domestic af-
fairs of the little republics of the west-

years have not only made enemies of
those who should be our friends. but
have rightfully discredited our country

as their trusted neighbor.
Will Submit to No Wrong.
“On the other hand, 1 will not or
shall not, as you prefer, submit to any
wrong against any American citizen,

" the President.
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to pay him a compliment, but
to challenge his sincerity
“For myvself I do nor question for a
moment the truth of what the Demo-
on this

‘In

cratic nominee says
He has Hutly

going in’ on

safld he 1Is fuavor of
the

I nin not. That
bhetween us,
one, because
between a
supplemented
for conference, on
the one hand, and the c¢ouncil of the

league, on the other

The Differencs
“The difference between a eourt of
the counci!
coveln:ant s

hasis

but it
it in-
world

whole difference
is a most vital
justice

ourt of

international justice and
created by the league
simple but profound.
“The one is a judicial tribunal to
we coverned by fixed and definite prin
ciples of law adminisiered withop
passion or prejudice.  The other is
of diplomais and polin
determinations are sure
by considerations
national

Sy,

association
cians whose
(0 be influenced
expediency and seltishness

“1 do not mean to nor
mean to ]It‘l'llli! anyv such construction
that I would decline to co-operate witl
in an honest endeave
(o prevent wars Nohwdy  living
would take that position. The onl)y
question is one of methiod or of pra.
ticability within the bounds prescrib
ed by fundamental principles,

“There are distinetly two types woi
nternational relationship. One is an
offensive and defensive alliance ot
creat powers, like that ereated ai
Versailles, to impose their will apor
the helpless peoples of the world
Frankly, 1 am opposed 1o such a
scheme as that, and 1 speak know
ill;.’.‘l}' when | say that the associated
nowers, with whom we fought the win
were reluctant to gccep! suceh a propo
<ition.

“I am opposed to the very thoughi
f our republic becoming a party te
N0 grent ~utraz> apon other peo
nles, who have as zowd 2 right to seel
their political freedom as we had "h
1776 and have the same right 1o de
veloping eminence under the inspir:
tion of nationality as we heid for our
seives,

M

(o !

other nations

The Other Type.

“The other type is a society of free
nations, or an asseclation of free na
tions, or a league of free nations, ani
mated by considerations of right and
justice. instead of might and self
interest, and not merely proelaimed ar
agency in pursnii of peace, but so or
eanized and so participated in as te
make the actual attainment of pea«e’a
reasonable possibility, - Such an assocd
ation I favor with all my heart, and |

'would make no fine distinction as |

'to whom credit is due.

“This is proposing no new thing,

iThiS country is already a member of

- such

a society—The Hagzue tribunal,

s which, unlike the leazue of Versaiiles,
is still funetioning, and within a few

'sions under the

weeks will resume its committee ses-
chairmaunship of an

| :
CAmerican representative,

So many things have been |

|
|

|
|
|
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“In that body we have the frame-
work of a really effective instrumen-
tality of enduring peace. The fuct
that the tribunal did not prevent the
great war is, of course, manifest, but
the cause of the failure is no less ap-
parent. Germany, already secretly de
termined upon a ruthless invasion, was
able to prevent the adoption of meas-
ures which might have proved effec-
tual. The condition now is wholly dif-
ferent. Not only Germany, but the
entire world has profited to the extent
of an awful object lession, the impres-

- sion of which ecannot be erased from

' come.

the human mind for generations to
The horrors of war and the

 eagerness for peace have become uni-

- versal.

What once seemed at The

- Hague to be a mere academie discus-
. sion has become a positive, outstand-

ern hemisphere, such as in the past few |

ing need of facing terrifying actuali-
ties. This makes vastly easier the task

' of so strengthening The Hague tribu-
- nal as to render its just decrees either

acceptable or enforceable. It is not
uncommon for the advocates of the

- league of Versailles to contrast un-

favorably The Hague tribunal upon

sthe ground that the tribunal ‘lacks

with respect to either his life or his |

property, by any government.
statement is made in all solemnity,
with enmity for none and friendship
for all. If it particularly applies to
Mexico, ‘the application has been di-
rected by the robbery and murder of
hundreds ef our own people in that
unhappy country who were lawfully
there and were entitled to protection.

One must admit that these outrages

upon Americans are largely the conse-
quences of the wiggling and wobbling,
the supine waiting of our own govern-
ment, though the admission neither
helps the hurt, nor gives the hope of
security for the future while the pres-
ent administration remains in power,

or when one in ‘complete accord’ suc-

ceeds It
“This admonition is not directed ex-

clusively toward our next door neigh-
bor to whom we would gladly hold

forth a bhelping hand,
primarily, certainly in preference to

far off peoples in Europe, Asia and |
o | association

ener- | _, :
5 - world court whose verdicts upon justi-

It is intended for a |

manifest duty
and

Africa, it is oeur
serve with a whole heart

ous tolerance.
plain notice to every government on

the face of the earth that the entire |

resources of this nation are pledged
to maintain the sacredness of Amer-
jcan lives and the just protection of
American properties.

Line of Demarcation Plain.

“The line of demarcation between
our attitude and that of our political
opponents is perfectly plain. The
president has made his position clear
by his acts no less than by his words.
Twice there came to him an eppor-
tunity to obtain ratification at the
hands of the senate and twice he put
the. opportunity aside, because he
would not accept reservations design-
ed solely to safeguard American
rights. He still holds Article 10 to
be the heart of the covenant. So does
the Democratie platformn. So does the
PDemocratic nominee. To assume that
the nominee would accept the reserva-
tions rejected by the President and
denounced by the party platform is
to impugn his integrity. To insinuate,
as those who In proclaiming them-

selves for the Democratic candidate |
- seeing,

and ‘the league with reservations’ do

This |
- to It.

teeth.’
Let's Install the Teeth.
“Very well, then, let’s put teeth In-
If, In the failed league of Ver-

- sailles, there can be found machinery
- which the tribunal can use properly

It be appropriated.
. further.

|

and whom |

- can

- aspirations in

and advantageously, by all means let
I would even go
I would rake and combine all
that Is good and excise all that is
bad from both organizations. This
statement is broad enough to Include
the suggestion that If the league,
which has heretofore riveted our con-
siderations and apprehensions, has
been so entwined and interwoven into

##he peace of Europe, that its good

must be preserved in order to stabilize
the peace of that continent, then it
be amended or revised so that
we may, still have a remnant of world
1918 bnilded into the
world’'s highest conception of helpful
co-operation in the ultimate realiza-
tion.

“I belileve humanity would wel-
come the creation of an international
for conference and a

ciable questions. this country in com-
mon with all nations would be boih
willing and able to uphold. The de-
cision of such a court or the recom-
mendations of such a conference could
be aecepted without sacrificing on
our part or asking any other power
to sacrifice one fota of its nationality.

“The Demoeratic nominee has spo-
ken about America abandening her as-
sociates In war and deserting
allied nations in estahlishing the
leagnue of Versailies. 1 do not think
it longer necessiry to challenge that
statement or pass farther opinion upon
the unfortunate league. It has al-
ready been abandoned by Europe,
which had gone so far as to accept
it by formal agreement in treaty. On
this subject, we are fully informed at
first hand. Only the other day the
British premier said unresentfully
that the essential co-operation of
America might involve ‘some change,
at any rate, in the form of the cove
nant,’” and he added, with characteris-
tic outspokenness, ‘it is quite possi-
ble it might be a change for the better.’

“lListen, further, to the wise and far-
former PBritish ambassador,

insinuate that he would pursue such | who was not permitied to present his
{0 upite apd use the powers of the | @ course in seeking ratification s net 1 credentlals to our executive,

the |

rather |

subject,

annoutced by |

Is the ! RN e .
cable to tultill its destiny.

- quite plain terms, the Americans must
" be told that if they will only join the

by a |

= = = e =

On Qur Own Terms.

“'As long,” said Viseount Grey, hard-
Ilv a monih ago. *as long as the richest,
powerful, the greatest, both for
territory, of the e¢ivil-

Mmuos]
population and

DENTON, MD. ~

ized countries uf the ﬂ'ul'li'] ‘:I;llnlﬁ out- |

side the leavue. the league will be un-
To put it in

league they ean practically name their
own terms.” Undoubtedly that is the
fact. 1 ask:

e— [ — = . -

Is there any good rea- |

son why we should not avail ourselves |

do not mean

of this privilege? |

in |

any arrogant or selfish way, but sim- |

ply as a matter of fairness and right
to our own people,  Surely it is be-
coming, and_a duty as well, to safe-

cuard our own people, since it is we |
who are the main contributors, while |
asking nothing for ourselves except to |

participate in a contribution to the

[n'nllinlinll of world neace.’

A Valued Suggestion.

*“Viccount  Grey continunes: *The
Americans should be intrusted with
the of drafting a reconstruction
scheme'  Then he suggests further
thhat *a committee of the senate—we
niust never forzer the senate’'s rivhts
and daties in regard to foreign af-
fairs heing re-enforced by the mem-
hers of the house ol representatives,
and also by nominees of the President,
and Slﬁwunm Court—ecould draw nap
sugeestions for the reconstruction of
the league which - ~uld be consonant
with the feeling not of one, but of all
parties in America.’

“Franklyv, | value
very highly, becanse it is proffered
obviously in a helpful and friendly
spirit and reveals an important Old
World opinion on the necessity of
amendment, revision or reconstruction.
It comprehends substantially what |
would propose to do if elected presi-
dent. I do ot mean precisely that., It
would be clearly unwise to undertake
<pecific Juggestions or to attempt to
pass upon sugrestions now.,  What Is
in mv mind is the wisdom of calling
into real conference the ablest and
most experienced minds of this coun-
try, fron: whatever waulks of life they

tuask

that suggestion

may be derived and without regard to
party afliliation, to formulate a defi-
nite, practical! plan along the lines al-
ready indicated for the consideration
of the controlling foreign powers.

“The objection, strongly uttered in
some quarters, that this course would
involve the reconvening of the entire
convention may be regarded as a very
slight one. The acceptance of our
proposals by the few principal nations
would undoubtedly be  followed
promptly by the acceptance on the
part of the minor members of the al-
liance,

“There would be no material delay.
One can not disregard the leadershi;

or have anyv doubt about the influence !

of the principal allied and associated
powers. Insofar as I could do so, with-
out disregarding the proprieties, 1
should give very earnest and practical-
lv undivided attention to this very
vital subject from the day of my elec-
tion and 1 should ask others to do
likewise as a matter of public and
patriotic duty. Indeed, T should hope

- to have behind me, after the decision

T e— — — e
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on the national referendi'm we are
soon to have, a country wholly united
in earnest endeavor to achieve a true

' solution of this problem upon which

the future civilization so largely de-
pends.
Already Announced.

“l have already announced that 1
shall urge prompt passage of the res-
olution, vetoed by the pre:ident, de-
claring at an end the preposterous con-
dition of technical war when we are
actually at peace.
shall naturally advise the resumption
by the Congress of its exceptional
powers, which have heen vested by war
legislation in the executive. 1 have no
expectation whatever of finding it
necessary or advisabhle to nogotiate a
separate peace with Germany,

“In view of the simple fact that the
allied powers with whom we were as-
sociated in the war have already for-
mally concluded their peace, the pas-
sunge of the peace resolution by con-
gress would merely -give formal recog-
nition to an obvious faet,

Our Unselfishness Emphacized.

“Let us tak® stock for a moment of
America in the world, ave, and of
America at home, The end of the war
found our unselfishness emphasized to
all mankind, and the garlands of
world leadership were bestowed from
every direction. We had only to follow
the path of Amerieca, rejoicing in the
inheritance which led to our eminence,

to rivet the gaze of all peoples upon |
our standards of national righteousness |

and our conception of international
justice. Moreover, the world was ready
to give us its confidence. It was the
beckoning opportunity of the centuries,

not for the glorification of the new

- world republie, but for America to hold

every outpost of advancing civilization
and invite all nations to join the fur-
ther advance to heights dreame+d of,
but never approached before, But
force of example wasg flung aside for
force of armed alliance., We neglected
our readinstments and restorations at
home. and the cruel sacrifice of mil-
lions of lives and billions of treasure
left us and the world groping in uncer-
tainty and anxiety instead of revealing
us in the sunlight of a new day, with
"™ os formed, ready for the onward
march of peace and all its triuvaphs.

Let’s Resume Our Place.
“Mindfu! of our splendid example

'and reneswing every obligation of as-

sociation 1n war, I went America 'o bhe
the roes of securty at home, resolute

in righreousoecs and unalter=hle v se-

curity and s premacy of the law. Let
us be done with wiggling and wob-
bling. Steady, America! Let us as-
sure good fortune to all. We may
maintain our eminence as a r-eat peo-

ple at home and resume our high place

in the estimate

of the world. Our
moral leadership was loot when ‘*Am-
bition' sought to superimpose a reac-
tionary theory of discredited autocracy
npon the progressive principle of liv-
ing, glowing democracy. My chief as-
piration, my countrymen, if elothed
with power, will be to regain that lost
leadership not for myvse!f, not even for
my party, though honoring and trust-
ing it ag 1 do, but for my country, the
country that I love from the hottom of
my heart and with every fiber of my

Ibtlng ubove all else in the world,”

Simultaneously, I

L
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