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CHAPTER VIlI—Continued.
— S
" said Harris,
cot those notions
woirk, and
and all that Kind
There's no use talkin® with her;
count for anvthing. 1
i Zood pockeiful o money,
her to write for more when
needed 1. Nne’ll zet her no-
tons pretty soon when she geis among
strangers. Go in and have a taik with
her, there's no use vou bein’ at
outs with her. e, 1 can'l
¢Oo anything more.”

“1 shppose you know
swered, “but it seems-—hang i, it
irainst all reason that you two—that
this should hanpen.”

That's what
[iat reason i'uln'[ count
just now. But you have your
with her, and give her any
fan if she wants ¢ et away at oncs

Allan found his mother in her room,
packing a trunk and zently weoning
o it.  He laid his hand upon
and present!y he found her work-woru
frame resting in his strong arms.

*You're not going to leave us, mot-
er, are vou?”’ he said. “Yon woumidnt
do that?”

“*Not if it
But there is no help.
set his heart on more land.

“and iU's
like

“1 haveuried.
no ~he's
Beulah—aonittin’
and
thing,
TOUSoOn
gave her
and told

shie

st
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“Of course it is.

| MIiNNUle DU,

Lie ht‘f[!Pl].

Your father
and more

coula

work, and giving up this home, and 1
More | and eonvenience.
is giving his love to work
Perhaps when

1O

might as well go first as last.
and more he i
instead of 1o his family.
I am avay for a while he'll come
himself. That's our only hope.”
The boy stood helpless in this con-
fliction. Ile knew s=omcthing the

aepth of the nature of his parents, and

W
L

he Knew that beneath an undemonstra- |

tive exterior they cherished in secret a

their character. Dut the lonz course

seemed now to be separating,

neither will nor power of their own: it

twilights |

- |

| <2id |

talk
help you
"1 train

Lier, |

Lliresome aftfair.
Alian, .
s

' Beulah Harris had come a {ew
out the cheapest

: L center of activity,
love proportionate to the strength of |

'week. Tl do that. for sure,
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Aurhor of “Tha Cow
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“Where in Sam Hill did you

f stand part of vour expenses for going | come from?”’

ahead, seein’” yvou will be kind o
sentin’ me”

The last touch was a stroke of diplo-
CMAacy. The sngeestion thar Harrs
- should pay part of his expenses swept

away ST baa humor. and he agreed
10 the date originally planned,
what he, ealled “a bede on the
ISV mioney, while Harris comp.
NS arrangzements at home.

e 1O “a bhede

money’ inoa wanner which

e suspected.
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When Hareis returned bhome  the
next jorencon hie found that M:ary had
already lert for Plainville.,’ He sat
down and itried to think. but e house
wWas very quiet, and the
pressed him. * % e looked
waten, and coneluded he had
time reach Plainville betfore the
wotld leave., But that would
Cmean surrender, and surrender
 Weakness,

~ilence op-

gt his

O

CHAFPTER IX.

A Whiif of New Atmosphere.

<till

the
meant

Riles found the journey wesiwurd a

It was his firs:
in over 20 vears,
the cost

rail journcy
thouzhts were on
rather than on
which had been made

of travel

in
As fate would have it.

the of
ttons the very

his homestead
foothi!l town

sl ™S h:!!-;l-l

helfore,  He sought
hotel, and having thrown his few
longings on the hed,
the bhar room,
not only
but of the little town.

tel itself,

ong
but his |

the wonderfnu! <irides |
ils comfort

Riles selected |
OpeTa-
to which |
weeks

he-
hetook himiself (o |
which seemed the chiefl
of the ho- |

Men |

. - were lined three {I{H‘]r against the ¢a- |
tddown which they had walked together

throngh |

was as though straight parallel lines |

suddenly turned anart, and
lost its straizhtness in the turning.

No he comioried his mother with
such words as he could. Loyalty to
his father forbade laving any of the
blame on those shoulders, and to
biame hisx mother was unthinkable ;
with unconscious wisdom he spoke not |
of blame at all.

“0Of course, while we are awayv, why
shouldn't vou have a visit?” he said.
“Here you have been chained down to
this farm ever since I can remember. |
gud before. And then, vwhen I get set-
tled on m: own homestead, you'll come
am} Keep house for me, won't you?”

*You're sure vou'll want me?”
gxhed, greatly comforted by his mood,
housekeeper, 100.”

*You'll promise,
that has happened,
happen, will keep you from
my home vours, will it And when
Dad gets settled ag:
these worries off hisx  mind,
things'll be different, and vou'll come,
even if he is there””

“Yes, I'll come, even if he is there,
if you ask me,” she promised.

Harris did not come back that night.
A dight rain eame up, and he accepted
the excuse to sleeps at Riles’

swered.

Nothing or can

she | . _
- his glass which cuat all the way

viles speedily forgot it in a more |

neither

- of

L voice said,

| bor.”
SO |

!
|
i
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making

vin. and gets all
then

Cain't.”

L - - L - ‘ ) r‘
Cerhaps yaou'll be getting your own | bu

- . . | » -': t "-':
“*Not while 1 can have you,” he an- pepper-and-salt

won't you?
- hack.

pacious bar, shouting, swearing.
singing, and spending their
an abandon not to he found
lionaires,

11 1mil-

anda |
money with |

Riles debated with himsell whether |

the occeasion

and
neigh-

on his shoulder,
“*Have one with me,

was  placed
He
a man of about his own age,
and somewhat lighter
with 2 growing hint

of frame
of corpulence.

found himself addressed by |
shorter |
and 1

justified the oxpenditure
10 cents for a drink when a hand |
a

The stranger wore a good pepper-and-
- salt suit, and the stone on his finger

danced ltke a real diamond,

“Don’t mind if I do. since v’ mention
11, said Riles, with an attempted smile
which his bad eve rendered futile. One
of the bartenders put something in
aown,
the

incident. The in

suit had

exeiting man

his own narrow escape.
“You'll be looking for
quired the stranger, when
breathing easily again.,
“*Well, mavbe I am. and
<said Riles guardedly.

land? in-

hoth

mayvhe 1
He had

- heard something of the ways of conli-

be taken for an easy mark.

The

iroth was, he feared for his resolution |

it should be attacked by both
snrrender now would

it
wife and son.

be mere weakness, and weakness was |
train,

disgrace, and vet he feared for himself
if put to the test again.
at Riles’,

*You're Nec< Going o Leave Us, Moth-

Are You?”

mach of the night over their plans, It
Rl been decided that they
leave within the next couple of days,
but Harris broke the news tlmt his
wife was going on a visii, and that ar-
rangements would have to be made for
the care of the farm.

Riles took the sugrestion of a few
days’ delay with poor grace.

“Yes, an’ while you're chasing up an’
down fer a housekeeper the
get all the homesteads. They're ecom-
%" in right now by the train
grabbin’® up everythin’ in sight.

meonkey round here till the summer’s |
get a osand |
something like. Couldn’t your |

ever, an then go out an
fsirm, or
wife Jdo her visMin® no other

“T'll tell you, Riles,” said

time?”

Yankees

load,
We'll

Harris,
who had no desire to pursue a tople
which might lead him into deep water,

his |

i \
said
abashed.
Keening

man of <ome judgment 1 see”
his new acquaintance, quite un-
“Well, T don’t biame von for
vour own counsel. The rush

Cof people and money Into {he West has

S0 he staved
and the two farmers spent .

' the

j rode

brought all Kinds of floaters in its
Why"—with growing confidence
—*the other nizht R

What happened the other night re-
m:linwl untold, for at that moment
came a clattering of horse’'s hoofs on
wooden walk at the door, and a
moment ater a gayly arrayved cowboy
right into the room., his horse

- prancing and bodying from side to side

L to clear
- up
manzer.

Cwas suaprised when the feat evoked a !
' Richmond was left some

<iid ihe | 2nce by her husband,

“They |
"whom she had cooked for many v

P what
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the crowd away.
har as thonzgh it were
Rites expected trouble,

to the

and

'I:IH*H irom the h‘_\hl.muh-r.-.

-~ “That's Horseback George.”
man  in the pepper-and-salt,
sauv he sleeps on his horse.  Rides
rieht into a2 har as a matter of coarse,
and mavbhe
| shelves as n
It
minds his hittle
Horsehaok treated
profifering  each
hetfore tonching it himself,
with one hand the
raized the liguor to his lips.
at the bar render

and
peculiarities.’
hims=elf

to

sOes ourt, he alwayvs settles,
nobhody
(e O I'Ce
rwice, class
' horse
Siroking
ears ax he
Then he threw a bill
and, with a wild whoop,
;hur:-w'.-. lP;_"H‘ with his ]I:!I, and
L away down fhe trail.
Riles hetook hims=ell to his room.
' had just got into bed when a
came at the door.
“Who's there™”
“*Gen'l man 10
| the porter.
“Well, shion
locked,” said
wondermen!
might be.
The door opencd, and
man of average hefoght,
hair and e¢lean-shaven
light mustache,
the uneertain zlow

he domanded.

see Mr. Riles,” said

The door ain’t
1t
who

m in.
Riles,
(O his visitor

AN

with carefully
combed face,
<ave for a

voealed in of the

A e

“It's a big sanidd
with a touch ol
s enough for
in.” LBHe
bed and

iles,

Hliram,” he
“but
to lose himselt
the side the

dering another

COHNLry.,
DITTEerness,
Fellow
\ 11
Hit a cioar. te
and the
ey
it

-.."

<iut do on ot
0
<ilence for a minntes,
ll.“‘."llr‘.. [‘!‘._lj

yvou o

L
vou're

rail sinee |
continued,

shadow of
a4 longe picee from Plain-

HHow's the old Dead

n 10t of 1
~eal WY

whed the
I:l‘l‘}iil".‘i .\i‘;l-l'.
ville.

evers’
“*About the
ont seem t
“Nothing 1o speak of.”

burg?

1
.
T 8

o osaid Riles.

! no love on it."”™

% bhe wastin

or, slowly flicking the ash from his
cigar. *“Nothing to speak of. You
know a rav deal there, Hiram,
and it ain’t likely I'd 2ot enthusiastice
over it.”

“Well, a tellow
law an’ has t
Liles, with great eandor,

|

SO0l

when efs up against
clear out.” said

“that’s his fu-

if It Ain’t Gardiner!” He Ex-
claimed.

“Well,

\

neral. nothin’

As for me, 1 ain't got
Plainville. You
money there yvourself, didn't vou?”

The younger man leaned back and

- slowly puffed circles of fragrant smoke

- at the
him from the head of the bed,

Iaid half a

dollar on the har, and no change came | 'OV

tiles congratnlated himself on .
- te press the matter

were |
| ville,

d'vou know 1 was here”

- he

dence men and was determined not to wheat

- Id

- been a business man in Plainville.

surveved
He had
but
had become involved in a theft case,
and had manuged to escape from the
simply because a fellow man
whom he had wronged did not trouble
against him.
shhowed no disposition to
conversation abour Plain-
last Riles asked, “How

r. sy

ceiling, while Riles

Gardiner
reopen the
s ur

scrawl on ihe register.”
“and 've seen it too often on
to forget it. Thoughi
. Mayvbe can be of
you Iu-ru What are

“Naw vour
said,
fickets
look vyou
SOIe service to

Cyou chasing—more land?

thin
| "In“

“Well,
I kKind o

I won't sayv thai, exactly, bul
thouzht I'd come out and look
SOMme this stuaff the gover'-
ment’s givin® awayv. betore the furri-
ners gets it all, Guess it there’'s any-
(ree zoin’ us men that pioneered
province should it on the

aver Ol

|

, nhext.”

B I . -

then facing |
his |

<hoots a few botties off the |
demonstration before he |

his |
and |
animal’s |

He |

considerable |
- tin’

n well-dresserd

»  hard all mah life,
but

can’
slapped the .. ring,
dashed

I'li a eallon ot of the bar rocm and
- Mandy,

loafer, a dressed-up dude who tries to |
knoeck | e a ‘sport!”
- agreed,
- some
| zood nigger,
ook at,

Ssfomdl re- |
employed to express merit where none

mnteh with which Riles was endeavor- |

ing to find his lamp. His visitor was a
man of twenty-eight or thirty yvears,
Cwhth clear eves and well-eut face,

' a decent chap ‘at thai.” ™
Cecoming”
and |

cvet with some subtle gnality in his ex- |

implied that under his

pression  thai
' a deep cumning, and

fair exterior lay
Cthat he was a man not
matters where his own
might be at stake.

“Hello. Hiramn,” he said
“You didn’t iruere on seeing
- did you?”

aquietly.
e here,

nize him, and he raised the oil lamp
to turn the light better on the strang-

“you go ahead ont and get the lay of | er's face.

the lund, and I'll follow you within a ‘

“Well, if it ain't Gardiner!” he ex-

to be trusred
interests |

(TO BE CONTINUED.)

HER IDEA OF LUXURIES

Middlc-Aged Ncgress Tells Mistress
How She WIll Spend $6C0 Insurance
Left by Her Husband.

A woman  or
SGOO  insuar-
and shortly aft-
the lady for
ars
her

middle-aged negro

erwvard. when asked by

with
meant

do
she

she intended to
nwoney, declared that
spend it on Iaxaries, _

“Yo' see, Mi<: Marv, Ah done wuclk
an’ ain’t had nuffin’
des needeessiticos, an’ ANW's
blow in dis money.” she explained,

“How are you going to spend
Mandy?”

“*Ah is gwine buy
two silk dresses,

an’ marry Jack
Mandy deeclared happily.

“Marry Jack Thompson? Why,
he is nothing but a worthless

it,

e
an’ a
Thompson,”

“Yassum., Ah knows daf.” Mandv
“but,
luxuries, My man was a
but he sho was sarry to
Now, dis Jack Thomwepson, he
awine pe jest plumb ornamental, set-

round de house all day.”

ull‘

- -— -

New England Colloquialism,
A colloquialism in frequent vse, pot

“only in rural communities, but in New

Engiand generally, is “at that.,” It is
s “he’s lazy, but
“He's up and
is an expression familiar to
every New Englander, and its meaning
is syvnoenyvmous with the rustie’s,

might be presumed, a

“ap and tail over the dasher.”

— e D — T e T e P—

Extremes Meeting.

electrician who was the

“The on

- spot was certainly a live wire.”

“How do you know?”

“l1 could tell by the way he han-

Erlled the dead one”

At first glanece Riles did neot recog- |

W - e — . —

-

The Proof.
“l¢ he a sound sleeper?”
“Sound, is he? You can hear him
all over the house.”

——— e ot —

oy |

lwo men pufted |

“and

H B
“‘YHH |

<inid the oth- |

10! ting.

cwine |

a phonevgraf, |
dimont |

lack Ah said, Ah wants |

“head

made a little |

|
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AT MOUSE’'S ESCAPE
MOUSE
nimn Fatty for
day that he would
house where he li
wiall ihere were
mice the n

iriends
!

. FAT
calledd
O6e
from the
pantry
many
RO,

-his
4

-2 o B
Cleedd

short
[Hove
ved in the
hecanse
living in
“When 1 first eame here ™ said F
to  himself one day when he was
thinkinzg how hard It was for him to
keep fat and round, “there were only
five mice living in the wal!l, and now I
cannot count them. It is tiime for e
to move, and I shall lool: about

very night for a new home.”

S0 when all the other mice were
busy running over the pantry shelves

L -
Aty

AROGND ANDALOEND
755 /‘7"7/V 7RV

Fatty dMouse ran our of the door and { never

he |

untler the kitchen sink., where

A &% 0
] ol
- ‘.*._ il

_fillll

=1

-T‘:'_‘_'I:Ih’hl'- |

| HiTied
 poor |

there
all

‘h'i't. :'z """'

plenty to eat, and

3t
; and slept all day,

' Attty ate

S ITH e

niohit
Wil s
{o iive in even if e had no

o |!-i|r~

URIKE
One day while he was resting

hind a bhasket what should happen but

sure e had found 2 ;llt"-:l-“‘,

he- |

that some one eame in the pantry and

basket from the floor,
Mouse had to run.

and around pantry
while some one chased him with |
broom, and g dreadful puss joined |
the chase as well,

Just as Fatty was sure he

the
1ty
Around
flew
g
n

the

‘as lost

‘his | he ran up the side of the flour bariel

and jumped to the shelf, and as quick

ras a flash he ran along to the door,

which was open, and with a leap he
was in the Kitchea.

The outside door was open, and out
went Fatty Mouse, and no one found
him. All day he rested,
wis dark he ran back to
where he had lived

the

. pantry wall.

Lmany

| for me.

found a hole iarge enouvgh {or him wI

et through. B

He jumped into the vard and ran for
n long time, and then next night found
Fatiy in his new home in the pantry
a house far away.
But Fatty Mouse had no howe in
the wall of this pantry, and he had to
hide in the daytime behind boxes and
pails and anvthing he could, for there
had never been 2 mouse In this pan-

Oof

try and there were no nice places to !

‘un in when anvone came in the door.i
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NE time before I tella you ees
maka no deefrence eef vou like
or no like, 1 try anyting, do anyting

. OF say an)ting one time for least.

So other night weeth some frien 1
g0 meeva look at da sheemmie dance.
I reada plenta bouta sheemmie but 1
never heem dance before. And
after 1 geeva look [ never see lLeem
dance yei. But da sheemmie ees no
moocha dance.anyway. DBesta way for
do eet ecs geeva imitash of da earth-
quake—plenta shake. Eef vyou can
sheever whole lot yvou can dance heem
agreata styvle.

One guy

see

tellan me besia way for

dance da sheemmie ees standa straight |
no mova da feet or da head and

up,
den try shaka vour shirt off. Eef vyou
o can shaka heem off vou dance
preety bum.

Ees preety hard for da skeeny one
to do dat dance—no gotta ver mooch
shake. But 1or fat ones ees preety
soft. Alla rfat one do for maka sheen;-

mie ees run  leetle way and

queeck,

and me and no

1 tella

Jusa berween vou
for spreada round,
I no lika dat dance ver good.
Eef you shaka eggs too moocha ees
maka rotten eggs. And eef you shaka
too moocha for dance eeg maka roften
dance, 100, Mebbe 1 am right or wrong
igqee, 1 dunno—

Wot VOl tink?

i

I

-
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' was the o1

stop

“It may not be so easy to get food
here,” he said,
when he was safe in the wall,
iIs much safer here,

“but it

he

as he thought it over

for there are so
mice living here that the other

;l_!.l.| :

- ——

s e e — e w

and when it |
house |
s0 long in the

fellow may be caught when! they hllntj

“When T lived alone in the pantry l'
Uy one ther were after, and |
life was not weorth a crumb.
shall stay here as long as 1T live,
move again, for
to eats and people.

({Copyright.)

my
and
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EARLY WRINKLES

HE first wrinkle is usually re-
garded as the milestone that
points the way to middle age. And
the first wrinkle is something a woman
discovers suddenly one day, when she
glances into the mirror. How many
tragedies of past yvouth are fought out
over the discoveryv—well, only those
who have watched these lines appear |
can tell,
Yet— wrinkles are seldom a sign nt‘

age, at least upon their tirst showing.

I
by Paul

all mice look | artiet.
' Coloradeo and makes her hecme in New
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Miss Ruby de Remer,

“most beautiful woman

Miss de Remer was born

- York.

Indeed, their sudden appearance shows
this: the skin that wes unlined a week |

ago has a few lines in it today.

This
‘is bt age—it’s temporary ill health.

Because 1 cliaim that the first wrin-
kles nre the result ¢f poor heaith, does |
not mean that 1 want you to ne; Ief:t’

eeevrve !l .
EYeANNY :
ses RO MA T |
t't-"!i =

- Early Wrinkles May Mean Nothing

YOIl Soma-

- »

s — e ———— e =l s Sl & Am

- may sound queer.
- simple,
S inal

tencee quoted are

. MATTM

Ol

nmets

tween vou

aided,

More Than Temporary !l Health.

them. But, oo for the
cold cream Jjair, get vourself some
health building tonic, and take it reg-
unlarly. If vou are thin, get r-:ul:m!hin;f
with olive oil in it, if you are stoat,
something that will tone up the bhlood.
Then, while vou are geitting all the
fresh  air and sleep you can, and
while youn are exercising peviectly to
keep the system rauning

bhefore von
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HOW DO YOU SAY In?

¥

Common Errors m English and
How to Avoid Them

o A PP PPl

:

“LET YOU AND |

— e—

DO IT”

in the
preach-
o l-

tenching
Spie
ns, 1
=1 Hil”Fll

«11 the
and iu
of grammaria
impossible to
American pt*n;nii* Lhe piroper
the pronouns I and “*me.”
example, the incorrect phrase *“le-
tween vou amnd IM'—instead “he-
and me”—is heard so often
grammarians almost despair
the proper usace.
Calanol it; all

DRI MM D
schools of
SCeI =

o=i

the

i."“r
O

that
establishing
they

L1
ilo
help.

“Let vou and 1 2o to the theater
night,” we hear. It is incorrect. The
correct form is “Let vou and me
to the theater tonight.,” although this
The explanation is

“TL.et” is pn transitive verb:
it must have an object or ob-
And the objects in the sen-
“vou” and “me” (not
They must, therefore, be in the

ir
=0

»
i~
¥

fects.

).

A

' objective case.

(Copvyright)

©Maryland State Archives, msa_sc2929_scm3544-0014.jpg
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BEAUT Y CHATS

by Edna Kent Forbes
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' then,
use compliexion brushes,
and ice rubs to freshen the skin.
thing that brings blcod to the face is

to be recommended. New blood means

new tissues, and a prettier skin.
Above ull, don’t worry over the ap-
pearance of the wrinkle. Worry
responsible for more wrinkles than o'd
age ever could he.
(Caopyright.)
e
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THE LOVING-CUP.

HE two-handled form of cup, now

nsed mostly as a prize or a testi-
" monial,
- picious and vielent day than ours. The
cup, as served, had a cover and a nap- |
' Kin.

had its origin in a more sus-

One man, drinking with another,

popular
( “movie” actress has been crowned the
in America”
Helleu, the famous French
n

start massage with ecold cream.
if you wisn,
Any-

' -
i >

i
'
!

- stop and think about all our friends.”

l
l

- would heold the cup by one handle and |

- pied.
! of
- other

l
|

among

mmist |

10O
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the napkin: the other removed
cover and held the other handle.
hands

Ioth
bothh men being thus occu-
they migit drink without
bodily assault with a
weapon !

(Copvright.)
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A LINE 0 CHEER

By John Kendrlck Bangs.

A WEALTHY MAN.

- e

-

hnv no holdings in the soil,
hold no shares of Steel,

'\u motor stocks, or Standard il
My tﬂf‘t’!“- e er reveal.

But i've I'si-cliass appelite,
A Job that pavs me well.

A cozyv home 10 seelk at night,
Where love anud Kindness dwell,

e now aad then
H:; things
To ease the
Who seeks
No enemy |
Impair no
And Croesus’
L an L ST

a bt to gpend

| Jdo not need:
bhurden of the friend
the friend indeed.
Kknow. My cares

ot myv health,

for all his shares,
no greater wealth,
(Copyright.)
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Sister: When Jack offered you a
nickel to keep out of the parior, why
did you demand a quarter?

Bobbie: On account of the high
cost of living.

i
This Rapid Age.

Man’'s business requires haste. The
average ousiness ana professional man
eats in a harry and gets dyspepsia,
walks in n hurry
He talks in a hurry
e does business

and gets the lie,
n a hurry and be-
comes a bankrupt. Me marries in a
hurry and forgets it in a hurry. He
miakes his will in a hurry and leaves a
legal contest, e dies in a burry and
to the devil-——and his tribe in-
creases —kxchange

TOES

He |
and gets apoplexy. |

the |
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NIiCK AND NANCY.

“Once a year,” said Nick, “I like te

“I like to think
about them more
than that,” said
Nancy.

“Oh, so do I
said Nick. “I only
meant that about
once a vear 1 like
to let them know
I'm thinking of
them. 1 think of
them a lot. 1
\\'onrier «o often if
thev've heard
a hum us, and
when Daddy tells
us a wonderful
story of some new
anima! or bird, or
something like
that, as he is al-
ways doing, I think to myself, ‘Oh, I
0 hope some of our friends are going
to share that story with us, and I hope,
100, that some new frienls will see it
and will tell other friends about it.’

“1 think about our friends a great,
sreat deal. But I do not think it would
be fair to spend too much time telling
them that I'm thinking of them when

they should be given stories and such
pleasant things!

“1 think, though, that they probably
know that I think of them a great deal
of the time and that I do so hope they
like us and want t& share our steries
with us. Oh, I hope that so much.”

“So do 1,” said Nancy. “I hope that
boys and girls think we're a nice pair.

and that they know what a fine brother
VOu are.

“I hope they know that vou don't
bully me, and yet you aren’t the kind
that is wishy-washy or, as the old say-
Ing goes, ‘tied to your mother’'s aproa
sirings.” You're able to do lots of things
and you're fine and vou teach me how
to swWim and play tennis and skate, and
You don’t call me a ery-baby if onee in

Nice Pair.

A very great while [ do make a mistake

aind cry, but you keep me from being a
cry-baby, because you treat me like
a real gzirl. And I like to show I am.”

“You're a wonder, Nanev,” said Nick.
“You're a reai girl and vet you can de
all sorts of boy's stunts, too, and you're
i great little pal, Sister!”

So they talked, and as they talked
they thought of their friends all over
the country. They thought of those
who had heard the stories they had
heard, who knew, too, the animals of
the zoo and of the farm, the birds of
the air, the happenings in the land of
fairies and gnomes and all the little
woodland creatures. They thoutht
all the secrets they had mlly shared
together, of all the things they all
inew. And they hoped that their
friends would tell, other friends about
them, too, for they liked to feel that
just as many as possible were going te
hear of them, and especially of the
stories that' Daddy was always telling
about the animals and the many crea-
ture< under the sun.

“Last year,” said Nancy., “we asked
some of our friends—all those who
cared about writing to us—to tell us
some of their favorite kinds of stories.
We asked them to let us kmow
whether they liked animal stories best,

' fairy stories, stories of birds, stories of
| animals in the zoo or when they were

wild, stories of animals of the barm-
yard, and just what kinds were their
favorites,

“Well, our friends wrote to us, and
such wonderful letters as we did get!

“"Weren't we happy, though! It was

' greai to think we had so many friends

fear

hirds with many,

!

Yorites,
liked

N
this which we let

L up

and had shared our secrets and all
that we were told of the animals and
many fine boys and
oirls!”

“You bet it was fine,” said Nick.
“They were a fine lot, t00. Anyone
counld tell that from their letters.”

“But,” laughed Nency, “there wasn't
one favorite kind of story to choose.
Every one, or al-
most  every ;UIH‘.
had different fa-
NOonme
one kind,
some another, No
Yaddy has told us
11l Kinds during
he past year or
€0, Just every
stiee wouid hear a
avorite kind.

“And weve so
mueh enjoyved
nearing what our
(riends did. NoO
{hat now  that
over vear has
Nince we
Ialk like

NGO

«f
Zone by
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Wonderful Let-

ters.
(them know about.

were wondering if they wouldn't keep
this plan—of writing to us just

conee g vear and telling us the kind of

: l"‘[‘li.iph
Cwe've
our
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Cand his caddy both looking

they like, of any new friends
made, most especially of what
old friends like, and if they will
write us, care of Mary Graham Bonner,
HOT West One Hundred Thirty-seventh
street, New York city, we will get the
letters. How we will be watching the
postman to see what he has for us from
now on, and once every year, if no one
minds, we'll have a talk like this, in
which we will tell our friends how
much we like them sall. ¥ we dida't
we wouldn't be anxious to share
Il onr stories with them.”
Sure It Was Lost.
“Look at the lost ball 1 found on the
agaddy,” said Bobbie.
But daddy was suspicious. “Are
von sure it was_a lost ball, son?” he

asked,
Nurest

SO

know,” replied
“1 saw the man
for it.,”

thing vyou
Bobby with conviction,

Birthday Happening.
Littde Arthur—What did you get ob
yvour birthday?
Littie Edward-—\Why, 1 got berned,
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