Amttttan ”{U'mun
TWO MINUTES TOO LATE.

With his good-bye ringing in her ears,
Drucie Miller re-entered the little telegraph
office and dropped into the chair before
the clicking Glancing at the
clock above her head, she noticed that it
was almost time for her to close the oflice
for the night, and seck bher humble home
at the foot of one of the dairkened streets
of the village. The rumbling of the train |
which had just left the station was growing  just now.’
fainter and fainter, and the girl listened to | «Thank God !
it as though it was the voice of a friend | « [isten with all vour might,
who was leaving her for a long time. ' for the speed of a bullet.

She did not expect any more wessages | Her face was glowing with heat, and
that night ; the engine breathing heavily | while Jim listened she opened the furnace
from its great iron lungs on the track near | door threw in the last sticks of wood they
her window would not move until the
night express had moved up, and the engi-
neer, knowing this, had hnwfht.‘la sweet- |
heart, who lived in the village.

Tom Gray, the engineer of the train just |
departing, was Diucie’s lover, and his in-]
timate friends knew when the wedding | pine miles away yet, and the gulch is six
was to take place. He had not known her | nyles further on—fifteen miles.  “*Jim,
long, but that did not matter, since he Was | cqn’t you hear him yet ¢’ !
a true fellow, who loved her with all his| «No. Guess I was mistaken awhile |
heart, and with all hers she loved him. back,” the boy said, and Darcie's counte-

The rumble of the train at length died |
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seemed to glide rails,
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Duorcie told Jim to histen tor the
Tom's
out of the window and held his breath.
““'Pears to me I head a sound’ he said,
without turning his bhead. **Mebbe I'm

things ‘pear to me

instrument. sonnd

mistaken—so many
cjacuiated the girl.—
Jim. Oh,
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“ The wood is gone, Jim. How far yet
can we go at this rate of speed ¥’

““About fifteen miles,” the boy answered |
—*“twenty of 'em if we must do it.’

““ Then we'll eatch him, Colby must be

' nance fell. l
away, and Drucie was about to shut “ﬁ'i ‘“ There's the sound again!” he exclaim-
the current and leave the office when a1 a minute later. ** Listen for yourself,
message began to fall upon her cars. irl.’ '

She started, for the first word drove the | Dyreie went to the window and put her
color from her checks, and standing over |
the instrument she heard this message:

¢« Number ten switch at Colby ml S
ber six Passes., SIX _]ll:-l ‘:-Ltllll'l_:_‘f : | lives hl-lll;.'.lll _

“Six just starting! My God? They | With this prayer she turned to the fur-
will meet !’ eried the beautiful operator, 1,00 qoqin and smiled at the red-hot doors.
starting from the table.  ** What can Ldo|ppe e peine and its smpty tender scemed to
to save him—them o flv over the track, and when Darcie looked | |

And with ber eyes staring at the clock | g4y, acain she found him standing at the
she stood in the centre of the room, think- |
ing of the two trains approaching each |
other through the mist that almost bid the |
moon.

Lhiead out.
“That's Tom ! she eried. “Oh, heaven
'Jet me save him and all the other precious

JaUgC. .
¢ What's the matter Jin: ' she asked.
He came forvward with hand extended
toward the little instrument.
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loons and drinkin: places, and the pol
had enforced the reculations l'lghllj'
there was ‘b:l{‘k door 1n (Gin m'i “J
and behind the bar was range i
ning whiskey. The stalwart citizen crepls
in, got his drink and beat a retreat.
he was overwhelmed with burning sensa.
tions in his illgmmﬂth. Something
to be blazing there, and Le rushed into a|

doctor’'s office exclaiming: *For God's
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seemed

The real situation, encugh to blanch a

)mm" girl’s cheeks, was appalling. e gasped.

The order for the train which had just | “ Tom would hear the explosion and
left Fletcher to switeh at Colby could not stop his train. That might preveut the
be obeyed now. The telegraph could not | was Darcie's reply,
stcp it, for there was no night office at |
Colby. It was an unusual matter for six
to leave Fort Wayne before the arrival of | prepared to warn her |
number ten; but as the Jatter train was ' The tracks were
some twelve minutes belind time on that {0 boy to watch the machinery while
particular night, six, leave on

 she attended to that part of the warning
time to save its connections, telegraphed | work which she bad allotted to herself.

to Fletcher the message which had sostart-| — yop, palid face and almost throbless
ﬁ] D“Ch‘l .‘ll"(‘r. Fl'ﬂlll ]“It*ll'lit rioa i”‘hﬂ heart <l lmll\ Lier r-I;lliHIl at the “inifn‘.\'.
four miles below Colby, the that Deat
completed a double track, decisive
finished to Fort Wayne,

the trouble of switching and prevent accr-
dents. | grew momentarily more distinet, and the

When Drucie recovered her self posses- | 00000 ol fancied thnt she heard nuniber
gion, she started from the with the
message in her hand. It had arrived just |
two minutes too late, and Tom Gray, |
conscious of its existence, driving his |
engine abead and thinking of the girl he
had lately kissed adieu. lHe knew that it
was known in Fort Wayne that bhe was
unavoidably behind time, and thought that |
according to custom the express waiting
there would not move out until he arrived.

But Jet us return to Ducie Miller.

She saw the freight engine standing on i)
the new track already mentioned, and |  ° . . o
t'anght a glimpse of the young fircman | Colby
asleep on his box. l .

A determined resolution entered ber| g . g+
head, and the next moment she was in the joy,
engine room with her band on the boy's was already checking the Belle's
shoulder. ““ Golly—whiz! Darcie they

“ Thank yon, Miss Drucie!’ said the E laughing.
boy, rousing himself with a yawn.

““ Laws a mercy !

“ Get out and uncouple that freight!
cried she. ““Tom’s moved out, and if he
doesn’t switch off at Colby everybody will
be killed. We must eatch him !’

The boy, with a cry of horror, left the i
engine, and a minute later the freight cars
were standing idly on the track, while the
engine and its tender were moving out,
gaining momentum at cach revolution of |
the wheel.

““ What'll Dick say when he comes back
and finds his engine said the boy,
looking into Drucic’s face.

““ What do we care what he says! What
is Dick’s life to the
two trains ¢
travel ¢’

“About two miles a minute!” thel
answered, with a smile. **She's the swift
est bird on the read. But 1 don’t think
that we catch number ten
if we had Dick with us. e
to manage the Delie.’

“And so do L. Woaod up, Jim ! Fill the
furnace chuck full.  We must cateh Tom
this side of the track’s terminus, or—-’

The girl paused and looked at the pale
boy.

“Or what, Mis Drucic?’

“Or blow up !’

“That’s what the
catching her spirit,
him, too! Wood, There, the
furnace is chuck full.  Golly—whiz! how | Drucie, blushed like a rose.

we are going !’ | The story of Drucie’s feat crept into the
Darcie smiled faintly at the boy, and | papers, and though my story may be old |

poted the hand of the gague. The engine !
bhad received new momentum which mo
mentarilly inereased, and at onee Jim,who
had been trying to pierce the
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“Yes, it’'s Tom !’
the boy at the
Now,’

Then she
shouted at the top of her voice

““Switch at C Switch at
Colby, six !’

Many times she repeated her cry,

un she cried to encourags

Was ‘“ 1 see his li;l:!.

lever.

out the window and
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aud all
at once she dashed by the heavy train,

it into her luver's face as he leaned
¢ she shouted.,  **Switch at

ail heard the shricks that told
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saved, Jim'!

speed.
ought to
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give us a train !° he

we can ever stop the Belle, | 2o back ;
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E run on forever.’

Drucie
with a heart full of thankfulness, for Tom
had beard and already was runaing on the
switch at Colby.

After a while the DBelle
control and backed with lessened fires.
““ Listen !’ suddenly eried Jim.
“Yes, number six is coming ;
don’t fear her said Drucie,
“Tom and his passengers are safe

on the switch.’
The next moment number six dashed by

WIAs

but we
now ! with a

smile,
gone !

and Drucie laughed and actually clapped
her hands,

The meeting between Tom Gray and his
love

lives on the
Jim how fast can this engine
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“ Your head light seemed a meteor,’

zaul ta hl'l‘; and 1 Knew your VOolCe

don’t know why.

can we might | e coming down.’

“F‘ll

knows how ime !’

Jim ;I don’t think the
the more n - half the
time. I it had been day, the mile stones
would have looked like a rake.’

cried

- W lll'l']h toucin tl rilil‘i

There was a laugh at the boy's exagera-
tion, and when Tom took Drucie aside he
hissed her,

It was not the only Kiss she got that
night for all the women on the train Kissed
the girl who had saved their lives, and
Tom Gray said he wouldn’t get jealous
when the mustached passengers bent over

matter,” said Jim,
SAnd we'll eateh
\\'mn] :

Cto some of my readers; I have told it be-
cause 1 believe it will bear repetition,
Dick Lambert forgave Drucie for run-
ning away with his c¢ngine, and Jim,
*““Two miles a minute, I'll bet Miss Dar- | fie boy,uever zrows weary of telling about |
cie. M it was daylight the telegraph  (hat
puIrH would resemble a fine tooth comb.”’ ’ T'om (.il':.l)' i« still on the l‘u;ul, but Dru.
But the girl did not reply. She stood | ¢ie does not listen to the click-click of the
before the lever wishing that she could ' sounder any more.  Every night at eight
urge the engine to greater speed. She had | o’clock she holdf a little boy up to the
caleulated that the two trains would meet | - window, and he cries ““ papa!’ and clasps

in a gulch that embraced the grmt his little hands as the engine dashes by.
curve about six miles below Colby. Il

was a terrible place for a collission, and
#k- of life there would be great. The | try the following scientific experiments ;
-u 'dd prevent the engineers A galvanic battery is set in motion, and
clber,.nd the collis‘on | while he takes one handle in one of his
o bands she takes the other handle in one of

b, with Jim lJooking

hers. Then let them softly kiss each

other. This is an m on m
hwmmwmm style, and it br
lumbgtoqmorhllwumhlﬂ
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LET a young gentleman and a young lady

A little more fire and we'll blow up !’

‘ hn'gd Row. They Lave put a job up on |

was that of Tom Grav’s train, and the girl | ly interposed s

sake pump me out quiek.” ‘What is wrong
with you I’ ** Get the pump ready wh

[ am trlling you. I'm barping up inside.
Hurr I took a drink down on Ginger-

The Jdoctor sadden-
“Why, I snc!! comething
burning wysclf ;" and oponing the paticnt’s
waistcoat found a hole thiree inehes in di- |

me. 1 am poisoned.’

' to hold the
they shall be
turning upon the breathless boy who |

|l unworthy thing to live |
. lf.

but the girl’s got her spunk up and would |

Miller returned to the window |

cot under |

I guess you made the |

the | X

v

ameler burncd m the shirt-front.  While |
the stalwart citizen was taking Lis diink,
he had dropped a cigar stumip between Lis |
waistcontand shirt. “Didu’t you
smoke " asked the doctor.  * You're right,
[ didgbut I thought it was coming out of |
my mth. !
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make daily excursions from Chester
River to Daltimore: leaving Chestertown
daily, at 7 A. M.; Rolph's 7 1-4;
1-2: Quaker Neck 7.40; Queenstown
Wednesdays and Fridays at
Queenstown, Tuesdays, Thursdays
urdays at hent Island, Tuesdavs,
Thursdays and Saturdays at 9.00;
land, Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays at
‘_I',nu_l 3 i
Returning, leaving Baltimore daily, at
21-2 P. M., making the abovestops. By
the artangement Passengers will have
several hours in Balti to transact busi-
ness and return s .
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e Yy, ¢4.00.
!.1iu ral reductions o Sunday Schools and
Societics making excursions to bBaltimore,
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these things before you make up your
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The man who lives right, and is right,
has more power in his silence than another
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Throat and Lungs,
such as Coughs, Colds,
> Whooping Cough,

. Bronchitis,

| results that can be desired,

- section of country there are

~ without it, and those

and Consumption.

The reputation it has attained, in consequence of

" the marvellous cures it has produced during the

last half century, is a suflicient assurance to the
public that it will continue to realize the happiest

In almost every
persons, publicly
known,who have been restored from alarming and

- even desperate diseases of the lungs, by its use.
' | All who have tried it,acknowledge its superiority
- and where its virtues are known, no one hesitates
| as to what medicine to employ to relieve the dis-
tress and suffering peculiar to pulmonary aflecs

tions. CHerry PPeEctorAL always affords in-

stant relief, and performs rapid cures of the

- milder varieties of bronchial disorder,aswell as
Mon- |- " . . .
- the more formidable diseases of the lungs,

As asafeguard to children, amid the distress.
ing discases which beset the Throat and Chest of
Childhood, it i1s invaluable ; for, by its timely use,
multitudes are rescued and restored to health.

This medicine gains friends at every trial, as
the cares it is constantly producing are too re-
markable to be forgotten.
who have once used it
never will,

Emiment Physicians throughout the country

from their knowledge of its eflects,

PREPARED BY

Dr. J. C. AYER & CO., Lowell, Mass.,

Practical and Analytical Chemists.
SOLD BY ALL DRUGGISTS EVEBY WHERE-
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