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DEBATE ON THE TARIFF.

IN SENATE, Monday, January 16.

The Senate resumed the consideration of the
special order of the day, being the following
resolutions submitted by Mr. Clay.

Resolved, That the existing duties upon art;.
cles imported from foreign countries. and not
coming into competition with similar articles,
made or produced within the United States,

ought to be forthwith abolished, except the
duties upon wines and silks, and that those
oustht to be reduced.

Resolved, Tha. the Committee on Finance

report a bill accordingly.

Mr. Hayne moved to amend the fhirst resolu-
ion, by striking out all after the word ““coun~
ries"’ in the second line, and insert the follow-

‘“Be so reduced, that the amount of the pub.

lic revenue shall be suflicient to defray the ex.

penses of government, according to their pres-
ent scale, after the payment of the public debt;
and that, allowing a reasonabhle time for the
gradual reduction of the present high duties on
the articles coming into competition with simi-
lar articles made or produced in the U, States,
the duties be ultimately equalized, so that the
duties on no articles shall as compared with the
value of that article, vary materially from the
general average.”

Mr. HAYNE addressed the Senate in support

of his proposition as follows:

The Senator from Kentucky, (Mr. Clay,)

commenced his remarks a few days ago, by
complaining of the advances of age, % mourn.
ed the decay of his eloquence, so eloquently as
to prove that it was sti'l in full vigor,
went on, Sir, 'o make a most able and ‘'ngenious
argument, amnly sustaining his high reputation
as an accomplished orator,

He then

With this example before me, Mr. President,

(saidd Mr, H.,)I am almost deterred from offering
anv apology, lest I should create expectation.
which it will certainly not be in my power to
gratity. And vet, perhaps, it muy
to one so humble as myself to say, that it be-
longs not to me at any time, or under any cir.
cumstances, and, lesst of all, at this moment,
and on this occasion, to satisfy the e~pectations
of those, it anv such there be, who may have
come here to witness the graces of oratory, or
to he delighted with the charms of eloguence,
I would not, Sir, on this occasion, plav the or-
ator if 1 could,
and far nobler purposes. 1stand on this floor as
one of the representatives of a high-minde/’,
generows, and confiding people, whose deares
rights and interests 1 am now to vindicate and
maintain. In such a situation, I would lose ever:
~ thougrht of myselfin the greatness of the cause,

he permitted

| came here to day for highes

yonfiding in the indulgence of the Senate, an/!

deeply sensinle of my inability to do justice to
the important subject embraced in these reso-
Jutions, Ishall proceed at once in the plain una.
dorned language of soberness and truth, to the
examination of the question before us,

The gentleman from Kentucky set out with

the declaration, that he did not deem it neces-
arv to offer any srguments in favor of the A-
merican system, ‘‘that the protecting policy
stands self-vindicated—that it has scattered its
rieh fruits over the whole land, and is sustained
by the experience of all powerful and prosper-
ous nations ”’
once by asserting, on our part, that the protec-
ting system stands self.condemned; condemned
in our own country, by the desolation which
has followed in its train, and the discontents it
has produced—condemned by the experience
of all the world, and the almost unanimous o-

Sir, we meet these positions a

pinion of enlightened men in modern times —
And now, having fairly joined issue with the
gentleman, we might put ourselves upon the
coun'ry, and submit the case, without argu-
ment, nor should 1 have any fears for the result

if the issue was to be tried and decided by an

impartial tribunal, free from the disturbing in-
fluence of popular prejudice and d_ﬂlusinn,_aml
the strong bias of interests, personal, pecuniary,
and political. But situated as we sre, | feel
and acknowledge the necessity of makin® out
our case to the conviction of this assembly, and
the satisfuction of the country We are secking
relief from an abiding evil—redress from an
existing wrong. We cannot stand where we
are. We cannot, like the gentleman from
Kentucky, rest on mere unsupported assertions,
We must submit our proofs and mairtain our
positions if we can,
ted, however, that the gentleman has not seen
fit to present some of the strongest arguments
in favor of his policy, as such a course might
have directed our inquiries to a few leading
points, instead of making it necessary for us to
wander at Jarge though the wide field of argu-

ment presented by the protecting system, The
gentleman, however, has so far favored us as (o
specify two of the advantages which he asserts

bave been derived from it in this country, and
in our day, and I am perfectly willing to try

the merits of the system by these tests which he
has hinaself proposed. They shall—if the gen-
tleman pleases—constitute the standard by
which its true character shall be determined.
In the first place, then, the gentleman asserts,
v'that the much abused policy of 1824, (the
protecting tarii’ of that year ) has filled our
collers & enabled us to pay off'the public debt «
debt of 100,000,000 dollars of principal, and
® 100,000,000 of interest, Now, Sir, if anything
is capable of demonstration, it may be demon-
strated, that the protecting system could not
by possibility, have contributed in the slightes'
degree to produce this result, One would
suppose, indeed, that the very last mer

it, which would be ascribed to this system, was
its tendency to fill the “public coffers.” 1tis
unquestionably to a tarifl, arranged and adjust-
ed with a single eye torevenue, that we are to
look for such a result, The object of a protecs
tive tarifl, as such, certainly is to diminish or
exclude importations, and of course to lessen
the amount of the revenue derived from duties,
The very end wund sim of such a system s, to
substitute for the imported article, paying taxes
to Government—the domestic article paying

It is greatly to be regret- |

|

condition at
rentleman's owrn state, 1 will apply a test which
cannot
was before (Tongress, the Senator from Ken-
tucky stood forth as its champion, and it was
my lot to atte:mpt to answer his srguments,
1s true, sir, th st his speech was made in the o-
ther House, and mine on this floor: but his ar-
rument had been sent torth &8s the manifesto of
the party—it was printed in pamphlet and Jaid
on the tables ot the Senators, and, embodying
the views of the tarif! party, it was impossible
for me to pass it over, | well remember, there.
tore, that, on that occasion, the gentleman ar-
cued, that Kentucky was te participate in the
; rotecting system by raising large quantities
of hemp, and supplying the sonthern states
with cotton bagging,—and he strongly insisted
that she was then only prevented from so doing
hy the ruinous competition of the inconsidera! le
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in & few years past taken place in the public

the manufacturers; and just so far as this end is ) prosperity, is of the most appslling character

attained—that is to say, just as far as the tariff

'8 protective, must it cut oft the public revenue,
Do we not all remember, that the leading ar-
gument in favor of the pro’eclive provisions ef
the tarifl of 1824, was, that they weére necessary,
“to put down a ruinous forelgn competition;”
and did not one of the fathers of that bill pub.
licly declare, ‘“that the vital principle of the
system was, that the nation should command
its own consumption, and thst when the nation
did command its own consumptiun, importa-
tions and imposts would cease.”” Sir, there are
two distinct features in the taritl of 1824—rev-
enue and protection. It is the former that has
filled your ccfiers and paid off the public debt;
and so far as the latter has operated at all, it
must have diminished the revenue, and delayed
the extinction of that debt. Sir, I will put it
to the candor of the gentleman, whether, if the
protecting duties under the tanil of 1824 had
been less, the revenue would not have been
greater, and that, too, without adding to, but
on the contrary, diminishing the burthens of

the people, since they would have obtained the

articles of their consumption, in increased

quantities, and at a cheaper rate, and been re-

lieved, from the heavy tax which they have
been compelled to pay to the American manu-
facturers! Why, sir, the policy of 1824 actually

| If we look at the present condition of our cities
(and T will tske Charleston by way of example,)
we hind every where the mournful evidence of
premature decay. Sir,the crumbling memorials

ly teach us, that, without some change in your
policy,the days of our prosperity are numbered
Sir, it is within my own expetience, that, in the
devoted city in which my lot hssbeen cust,. thri-
ving foreign commerce was, within a few years
past, carried on direct to Efrepc. We had
Lative merchants, with large capitals, engaged
in the foreign trade, We had thirty or forty
ships, many of them built, snd all owned in
Charleston, and giving employment to a nu.
merous and valusble body el mechanics and
tradesmen. Look at the staje of things now"
Our merchants bankrupt or driven awasy—their
capital sunk or translerre:l to other pursuits—
our shipyards broken up—ou;:ships all sold!—
yes Sir, | am told the very la:. of them was, a
tew months ago, brought to tie hammer—our
mechanics in despair; the vety grass growing
in our streets, and houses talli' g into ruins; resl

estate reduced to one third oart of its value,
and rents almost to nothing, {The commerce,
which we are still suliered tNenjoy, diverted
from its proper channels, ca: “1ed on with bor-
rowed capital, and through a; ents sent among

taxed to prohibition a large amount of goo.s | us, and maintained by the taritf policy, bearing

formerly imported. From a report mace by

the Secretary of the Treasury, inJanuary, 1850 |

it appears that these prolubited articles amount

to about $8,000,000 per annum, being near one | table of their prosperity.

!

sixth part of the whole of our imports. Haes
this part of the policy contributed to fill your
coffers! Sir, the case is too plain for furthe:
argument, and tried by this test, the policy
must be utterly condemned.

The next test by which this gentleman pro-
posed: to try this system, is “the rich fruits
which it has scattered over the country.” Sir,
where are they to be found? Is it in the West?
I appeal to the gentleman from that quarter.—
We have heard a great deal of the flourishing

condition of the manufacturing establishments
e'sewhere; but where are the manufacturing vil-
lages, the joint stock companies, the splendid di-
vidends, & other evidences of prosperity to be
found it theWest? Isubmitit to the candor of the
gentleman, whether the benelits of the protect.
Ing system, %o far as the west 18 concerned, do
not still restin hope—whether the system would
be sustained a day it it were notfor its supposed
connection with internal improvements—whe.
ther it is not indebted for its popularity, in that
quarter, to the unhappy, fatal marriage betweer
the tariff and internal improvements—a union
which 1 yet hope to see dissolved,
left-hancl>d==an unlawful marriage, and surely
those wlhiom God hath not joined, man may put
asunder.

It was a

Sir, there are doubtless some flours
shing ma nutactories scattered here and there

thronghou t the western country-~chiefly son.
fined, how.'ver, to situations beyond the reach
of foreign c empeiition, and owing nothing to
the protecting system,
heen render *d prosperous by these establish.

But the west has not

| ap,2eal confidently to their actual
time. With reguard to the

nents,

Mhie

deceive us. When the policy of *24

I

Scotch towns of Inverness and Dundee, And
what i3 it, sir, that we hear now—aftér the
lapse of eight yesu® The old story repeated
Kentucky still daprived of the benchi s of thy
protecting systeni by those formidable rivals,
Inverness and Dundee. They still constitute

‘the lion in the path,”and ftoreign manutsctures
ever will be ‘alion in the path’ to those whose
prosperity depends on the protecting s:stemn,

We know that the manufacture of cotton bag-
ging is « simple process, requiring hardly any

skill or capital, and yet, the great state of Ken-
tucky csnnot get along with it, in consequence
of the foermidable rivalship of two miserable

Scotch tovns, the inhabitants of which are said
to be so poor and destitute, that they sre oblig

ed to import their fuel, and send to Dantzic,
twelve hundred miles up the Baltie, tor their

hemp, paving a freight equsal to the firat cost,
It is perfectly clear, therefore, thst Kentucky

has no* realized the promised blessii zs of the |

protecting system; and, J am told, that this is
substantially true of the whole west. But sir,
if the west has gained nothing by the svstem,
she has had her shure of the taxes which it im-
poses—=she has pu«id her proportion of duties to
the government, and b unties to the manutac-
tures, and, in consequence of the dire calami-
ties which the system hss inflicted on the South

blasting our commerce and withering our
prosperity—the west has very nearly been de-
prived of her be-t customer. Whenthe policy

ol '24 wentinto operation, the south was supa

plied from the west, through a single avenue,
(the Saluda Mountain Gap,) with hive stock,
liorses, cattle, and hogs, to the amount ot con.
siderably upwar.!s of a million of dollars a vear,
Under the pre-sure of the system, this trade
has regularly been diminishing. It hss already
fallen oft more than one half, and from the au-
thentic return belore me, it appears that it has
been turther diminished near one hundred and
fifty thousand dollars during the last year. So
much tor the rich blessing bestowed upon the
west by the protecting system.,

We come now to the South., [If any portion
of the rich fru ts of this system have been scat-
terced there, they have not fallen under my ob-
scrvation, Sir, we know them not— we see
them not—we feel them not. It may be sup.
noscd, however, thiai we ar2 o2 fall of preju-
dice, or too ungrateful to acknowledge .l
blessings it has bestowed upon us. Sir,we have
weard ol men having honor thrust upon them,
vadl perhaps there may be such a thing as hav.
g benefits thre st upon an unwilling people: yet
| should think, that evenin such ease,'hey would
suon become reconciled to their lot, and submit
to their fate with a good grace. But I assure
the gentleman, that the condition of the south
is not merely one of unexampled depression,
vut of great and all-pervading distress  In my
own State, the unhappy change which has with-

t

off their profits to more favor :1 lands, eating
out oursubstance, and leavingy'v our own peo-

i
ple the miserable crumbs w#h full from the
we fiyfrom the

city to the country, what do v behold’ 1'ields
abandoned; the hospitable sions of our fa-
thers deserted; agriculiure dapgoping, our slaves
like their masters, working ler, and faring
worse; the planter striving, unavailing ef.
forts, to avert the ruin which 2 hefore him. It
has otten been my lot, Sir, ¢ the once thri-
ving planter reduced to ir; carsing his
hard fate, gathering up the #wnll remnsns of
his broken fortune—and, with™ .a wile & his lit-
tle ones, tearing himself from The scenes of his
childhood, and the homes of ¥is ancestors, to
seek, in the wilderness, that PSS sard for his in-
dustry, of which your fatal paicy has deprived
him, |

Sir, when we look at our
consider the genial climate !
has blessed the South—whe
the rare felicity of our positi
of an article, which, under
trade, would com and the mapEsts of the world
—i8 it not enough to Kl our Learts alinost to
bursting to find the richest #iessings that on
indulgent Providence ever sred down up-
on the heads of ary peovp arn from us by
the cruel policy of our own sroment, to find
the bounties of . eaven thus 88 1ed by the hand
of man, Sir, [ will not deny 1888 there are oth-
er cayses hesides, the tamil, woirh have contri
hnted to :“I'nr'nr‘:f thr'“-h“ S ! ha-
picted Trade can, to some extent, b. carried
on with greater lacility at New York and cot-
ton may be raised more prefitably in Alabsma,
but these advantag s would not have broken
up the commerce or depressed the agricalture
of South Carolina, while an unrestricted inter-
course wilh foreign nations, tnabled us to re.
wlize the most moderate profits!
quit their accustomed employments, or the
homes of their fathers, for any small addition
to their profits, Itison'y when restriction has
reached & point which leaves the door still
open to one, while it cioses it aguinst the othe
that this result is produced; ard, therefore it
18, that a rapid transfer of capital and popula-
tion i1s now added to the other evils wit
which the uld States are afllicied.

In this condition of the country, where is
there to be found a fullilment of 'he promises
held out to the south in 18247 We were then
told that we had mistaken the true character
ofthis systemn. We were entreated on yto try
it for a short time. We were told that the
taxes imposed on toreign articles would be
but temporary; that the manufactures woulo
want protection but for a short time—only to
give them a sturt—and that they would soon
be able to stand alone. We were to have had
a double market for our cotton—high prices,
reviving commercc, and renewed prosperity.
Sir, atter the experience of four years, the 1a-
rifl of '28 eame up tor consideration, by which
the protecting system was to be further exten-
ded and enlarged. And what was found
t» have been the result of four years' experi-
ence atthe South? Not a hope fulfilled, not
one promise performed—and our condition in-
finitely worse than it bad been tour years be-
fore. Sir, the whole South rose up asone
man, and protested against any further exper-
iment with this fatal system,  Fhe wholeof the
representutives ot seven States, Virgimia, North

wrtile Belds, and
imh which God
ye contemplate
# the producers
system ol free

Men do not |

|E5*nhlihhn ents ol the north.
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who tell us that this apparent presperity is in
A great meawsure delusive; that the ﬂ}'ﬂ!l;lli ha-
operated in building up a favored class at the
expense of the rest of the community, That
it has, in fact, made the *rich richer, and the

. . : poor poorer.” [ have before me several state- !
of our former wealth & happiness, too eloquent. | ments, all goin g

g to prove these assertions, as to
several ol the most Hourishing manufacturing
I will trouble the
Senate with but ane of them, and that merely
by way of illustration. The article is from the

pen of one of the ablest political eci nomists in | scorn and contempt.

the Unmnion, one who has laid his country under
a lasting debt of gratitude,

Ranner ot the Constitution, proving that =
flourmshing cotton manufactory at the Falls Vil.
lage, in New Hampshire, was, from their ocwn
showing, maintained by a tax on the communis
ly, exceeding the entire profits of the establish.
ment, by $101,000 per annum; and that, if a
purse was made up, and every operative man,
woman and child paid $100 per anrum, tor
standing idle or turning grindstenes, the nub.
e would be gainers by €101,000 annually., |

It will be seen, therefore, that with recard to
somea, at least, of our most Ilu;-url-'hmf_: mants

the
will

drawop [rom
ple. But, it
case in which

are pockets of the peo

be said ‘here is a
the south participates in the
bounty; here is a home market found
three thousand bales of Jarolina eotion,
Sir 1 seize the opportunity to dispel forever
the delusion that the South can de ive an com

pensation in a home market for the Injurious
ﬂprrutinnﬂ, oi the protecting system The
case before us aflords a striking illustration of
this truth,
nhuut one-fourth p;ll't uf the mannfaectured ar-
ticle. Now, if the cotton goods manufactiured
at the Falls Village. were imported from Fog.
land instead of being made in New Hampshire
we should find a market for twelve
bales of our cotton instead of three: so that in-

stead of gaining a market for 2 thousand bales

""-'--I--——-—-—-_.__-.—. -

for |
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[Mr. Hayne here read a statement from the | :
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and let it be remembered, that discord is not a
plant of slow growth, but one thut flourishes
ih every soil, and never fails to produce its
fruit in due season, What aspectacle do you
even now exhibit to the world? A larce pors
tIUIIﬂrj't“lll"f{'“nu' citizens believing themselves
to be greviously oppressed by an unwise anrd
unconstitutional cystem, are F‘l;tmul‘inu‘ at your
doors for justice, while another portion, sups
posing that they are enjoying rich bounties
under it, are treating their complaints with
God only knows where
But I' “will not, and it ean-
We at the South still ecall
you our brethren, and have ever cherished
towards you the stremgest feelings of affection;
but were you the brothers of our blood. for

all this is to end

' whom we should coin our hearts, it is not i

human nature that we should long continue to

- retain for you undiminished affection when all

hope of redress shall have passed away, and

. we shall continue to believe that vou are visit-

— - —
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, command.
Fhe value of the raw material is | tial protection, and 18 not like that exter

ing us with a hard and eruel lll‘l[;rl‘.'-*-'ll'rﬂ, and
enforcing a cold, heartless, and selfish policy.

I shall now proceed, Mr. President. to ex-
amine the character of the + rolecling system. And

i . - here 1 shall assume, that the protection it ex-
facturing establishments, the profits derived

tends to the American manufacdBures is some-
lhiq;: substantial, and aflords some advantage,
be i more or less to the [il't'h‘l"rﬂ In erest |
shall take it for granted. that it is in e Lo
e able the American manufacturer fer
into that suecessful competition with (he fore
eign, which they could not do withaut such
pretection; that the efleet of the systen Is to
enable the American manufacturer to ol ain
more for his goods than lLe could othervwisg
In a word, that it affords si1 <tan-
' Lo
cotton~a mere name. For on this latter pint,
let it be remembered that the first cotto: UYL
duced in this country found a market abroad,

s Y @

»and that, even n w, nearly the whole of it 14

thousand |

i

of cotton, we have lost a market of nine thou- |

sand. The bome market for our cotton is not
a new, or additional, but a substituted market.
lf lhﬂ lr;ldl‘ were frt'tn the gnmla l‘]]:]IilI"lH‘[lIr-
ed in this country would be imported from
England, and paid for in our cotton; but in
cutting oft the imports, you, of course, to the
saine extent, dimimish our P‘ﬁ]‘ml"l’i. NOwW slip-
pose, to make this matter too plain for cavil
or dispute, that we exported to Great Britain
one hundred thousand bhales of cotton, worth
(at thirty Jdollars a bale three millions of dol.
lars, and th 't we received In exchange three
millions of dollars worth of British ecotton
goods

How muech of our cotton would it take to
manufacture these goo s? Why just twenty
five thousand bales, while the remaining
75 thousand would be disposed of on the con.

tinent. But suppose the imporiation of these
goods prohibited, in order that they should

be mnade at home, what portion of this cotton
would find a home market? Only twenty-flve
thousand bales and the remaining seventy-
five thousand must be left upon our hands. —
Thus, itwill be seen that the etfect of substitu-
ting a home market in the place of a foreign
market for our cotton, would be_ to deprive us
entirely of a market for three-fourths of our
vroductions.  This result 18 inevitable, unless
the domestic manulacturer can enter into coms
petition with the British in foreign markets,
an idea altogether (oo extravagant to be
worthy of serious notice; for surely, il any
thing can be considered certain, we may
safely assume that articles which cannot be
manufactured at home without a protecting du.
ty of from fifty to 100 per cent, cannot en-
ter into competition with foreic n manufactures
in the markets of the world, where they will,
of course, have no protection w hatever But
to return to the condition of the North under
the protecting pohicy  If the rich fruits of the
svstem in that quarter were greater even than
they are alleged to be, I should still think that
they have Leen purchased at too dear a rate.
It has even there depressed our commerce, dis-
turbed all the relations of society, and had a
tendency to produce that inequality of fortunes
which may, one day or other, be fatal to the
liberties of this conntry.

Surveying with the feelings of an American
the actual condition of things, 1 should certain.
Iy be disposed to exchange all the blessings
which the protecting system hLas produced,
eve: in New England, forthose which it has
destroyed. In the place of the splendid villa-
ges flourishing manufactories, joint stock com-
panies, and lordly proprietors clothed in fine
linen, and faring sumptuously every day, as a
p:l!l‘i(ﬂ I should be di!["nbl'tl ttlﬁu)',, gii’f me
back the ships which have been dgstroyed, the
merchants which have been reduced 1o bank-

Carolina, South Csarolina, Georgia, .":H]:ilﬂu.lr“p“-.}.‘ the sailors that have been forced into

Mississippi, and Tennes ce, (with, I believe, b

foreign service “the plundered ploughman and

against that blil.  8Sir, do not gentlemen hnd
i this  tact, some evidence of the dangerous
character of that legislation on which this sys-
tem is based. Can il be wise—can 1t be just
—can it be prudent—to adopt und enforce «
policy so essentially sectional in 1ts character?
C'an we hope for harmony, peace, and concord
while enforcing a system against which an en.
tire section of your country so strongly revolts?
It is the essential principle of the representa-
tive system, that a mutual sympathy of feelin
& ol interest, should bind together the people
and their rulers; and it may be worthy of pro.
found reflection how far that principle is es.
sentially preserved by ascheme of legislation,
under which the feelings and intercs's of so
large & portion ef the country are outraged
and trampled on— When taxes are imposed, not
by the representatives of those who are to bear
the burthens, but of those who are to receive
the bounty,

Now, sir, let us turn our attention to the
Noitth. And here | cannot speak from my own
knowledge, but I am free to conless, that if
we are to credit the accounts we have heard
the rich fruits of the system bhave been scat-
tered in this quarter with a profuse hand. We
are told that manutscturing establishments have
“pl‘llllg up every where a8 Iffl‘.l}’ enchantment,
Thriving towns and beautiful villages cover the
whole face of the land. Millions of capital
have been withdrewn from other pursuits and
mrested in manufactures. Joint stock com-
punies are recerving Jnormous dividends; and

the people, (at least in the neighbornooa or
the estsblishments built up and sustained by
the system) are rejoicing in & prosperity unex-
ampled in the history of the world. But, sir,
'n the midst of this univertal joy, we hear oc-
casionally the voice of lamentation and com-
iaint, There are those north of the Potomac
wise and experienced and patriotic men, well
acquainted toowith theactual condition of things

from the pursuits of their choice into the gloomy
walls of a manufactory; give me back these
and above all, give me back content—restore
the peace and harmony which this system has
destroyed, and I will consent that every manu-
facturing establiskment shall be raised to ils
foundation, which has been built up, and can
only be sustained by this accursed system. -
sir. if wealth were the highest good of a nation
and pecuniary profit the only standard by which
a wise policy could be measured, it would e-
ven then be more than questionable, how far
this system could be justified. But there are
higher and more sacred prineiples involved
in this question, which cannot bhe safely disre-
garded; there are considerations of justice and
political equality. which rise far above all cal-
culations of mere profit and loss. Sir, what
will 1t profit you, if you gain the whole world
and loose the hearts of your people? Thisis
a confederated Government, fouirded on a spir-
it of mutual conciliation, concession and com-
promise; and it is neither a just, prudent ior
rightful exercise of the high trust with which
you are jnvested for the common good, tore-
sort to a system of legislation by which bene-
fits and burthens are ' nequally distributed

Sir, can any gentleman lcok this subject
fairly in the face, and not perceive thatsuch a
government as ours (instituted for a few defin-
ite purposes, in which every portion of the U-
nion must. from the very nature of things,
have a common interest) cannot turn aside
from their high duties, and undertake to con-
‘-1 the domestic industry of individuals, with-

SAawae .

out undcrmimng tne sery wounaations of our
republican systemn  ftis contrary to the whole
genius and character of our institutions, the
very form and structure of our government,
that it should undertake to regulate the whole
labor and capital of this extensive country. A
perseverance in this course will sow the secds
of dissention broadcast throughout the land,
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r_lr--;lt"irl! of in Europe where it maintains
ueeessful competition againstall the wor'd It
1% idle therefore to talk of the benefit of 4 pro-

teeting duty to cotton at home. 1t is bevond
calldispute, Sir, that if any duty be nece. ry
Lo protechion, it can only be because it ennl e

- the manufacturer to sell his goods for more

|

- per cent.—woollens from forty<five

|

.

than he could otherwise obtain for them Now

10 this view of the subject, let us see how the

question will stand Uow must such a svstem
operale, first, on the different interests, aul
secondly, on the different sections of the eoun-
try? We will assume, that a particular manu-
facture cannot be produced in the ecuntry,
within fifty per cent, o cheaply at home a- the
same article could be obtained from abroad.and

| thata duty whieh, with ¢ harges, should be ¢qual

to about ity per cent was absolutely necessae
ry to introduce and to sustain it. Sue' a duty
must operate as a tax on every other clase in
the community for the benefit of the manufac-
turer; and supposing it to be imposed, not for
revenue, byt proteetion would Vo a deuhle fax.
Suppose the value of the imported article to
be a million of dollars the duty would be half
a million of dollars imposed upon the whole
people, to secure a bounty of half a million to
one portion of them, But it is said the bounty
Is not confined to the manufacturers--that
other classes participate. | admit that there is
a circle embraced within lhe range of the man«
manufacturing influence, that partake of the
benefits of the system. Farmers. in the neigh-
bourhood who supply the operatives with food
—mechanies, who construet the buildings and
machinery—clergymen, physicians, lawyers &
others, who make up a m:muf;u'tnrin;: 1'-i|ld.'-:*‘-
all come in for a share of the gains, and con-

stitute, in faet, the protected class, which enjoy
Hn‘ benefits of the system; but all other classes
in the communi'y must obviously be laid un-
der contribution. to make that a profitable,
which would otherwise be an unprofitahle
pursuil; and, in the case assumed, would he
taxed to the amount of one million of dollars
lo secure to the favored class a hounty of half
a million.  Now suppose, Sir, such a system as
this to be extended to all the cottons woollens,
iron, and sugar made in any country and wve
will take that country to be the United States.

We will suppose, further, that eottons could
not be profitably manufactured without a pro-
tecting duty of from twenty-five to an hundred
WO

hundred per cent.—iron from one hu dred
to one hundred and fifty per cent.; sugar from
one hundred to one hundred and fifty per cent.
and that these duties were accordingly impos-
ed on these several articles (amounting in the
whole to the sum of nine millions of dollars ane
nuslly): that, in consequence of these dities,
the protection on all the cottons manufactured

n the country was equal to three cents a yard,

and amounted to six millions of dollars per

annum-—woollrns to eight millions—iron to

one million—and sugar a million and @ half—

producing, as the result of the whole system, a

tax of nine millions on the foreign article to
gecure & bounty of sixteen millions and « half
to the home manufacturers. 1 have supposced
protection to be the exclusive object of this

system, and it then clearly follows, that all other
classes would he taxed twenty.five millicns of
dollars per annum, in order to secure to the
favoured class a protection of sixteen millions.
The government would, indeed, receive its
nine millions; hut it would be an sgpgravation
of the evils of the system, that this amount
should be levied when it was not wanted, in ore«
der Lo secure the protected classes in their mo-
nopoly. The rates of duties which I have here
assumed, are those now sctually imposed on
the protected ar'icles; (and which it is propos-
ed to reta n as essential to protection,) and the
amount of the | rotection enjoyed by the man.
ufacturers is stated at the very lowest that hag
ever been estimated by any person who has
undertaken to examine this subject. If you
suppose half of the duty here stated to be ne-
cegsary fer revenue,—this would not diminish
the weight of the burden. though it would les.
sen to that extent the injustice of the tax; and
let gentlemen make what deductions they
please, either from the duty imposed on the
hounty received; and it will make no difference
whatever in the principle. Whetherit be  ne
million or twenty. just so far asthe system ig
protec ive in its character. and imposes any tax
upon he foreign articlie, and 'fﬂﬂ_"d’ any pro-
tection wiastever to the domestic, 1s the system
& tax imposedd upon the other classes to rer'~=
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And " Len the tax amouw.” #3it unqoestiona-
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bly does in the case befon® 15, at the verv 174,
es' estimate, to twenty or thiTV ™7,,,0ng 3 year,
it becomes a scheme of mons 'rous injustice ard
oppresson. Now let us trace this system o\ &
step further. Suppose such a yystem applieq’
to a country of a homogeneous ciaracter, with
the ssme capacity for manufacturing every
where, and that manufacturing establiskmants
should consequently be equally diffused tiye’




