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tion of profits could possibly be extorted from
the merchant or the manufacturer; and that
every successive increase of the tax, for years
past, has fallen almost exclusively upon the

and, going still further back, in the year 1800, jof all articles,
Our €xports amonnted to eighy one millions.
while now, with a population of thirteen mil-
lions, cur expogts ane rec > * %0 seventy two
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Thesame thing has taken place | lon " i
_ | ; | . ae E€r than there is 2 hope of success
n this country, aud therefore, when gentlemen | like war itself, be !umt‘lizms just and r:::'g:::

allege that the price of manulactures has fallen, | ry. Butif it have 0 such objeot, “it is the
'

! n[ the nak: d fact pProves ]“n‘hing unl: s§ they can un 3 : .
rud' 2 " " . ] ' 3 . l"rﬂhldhlﬁ [‘nmhﬂt Ofaet'n “hlﬁ c. dn
ALEXAIQDER GllAll_ . P Th::r;ﬂof of this is to be found in e fact mi,lll,'hm”' hil it 50N , : show that thr}f have fallenin greater drqrce other the maost harm.” Thga cna:unﬂ ha,g;a
» - P -t _l * ¢ ! . ac Ill!,hw e 1‘l.':l"h, Belaloon A8 Increased | than other articles 1o this country, and similar ! be conceived in which permanent restrict; \
d | EHM S that cotton bas, within a few yesrs, been |near y threefold, our t o | Camerce has oot |articles ab oad. But this is so fer from being | as a measure of cetaliation, could be proﬁt;?}T;'
" J

¢radually falling, until it has lost more than
two thirds ofits value, and now barely pays
the expense of its Fmduc*iun, bringing down
with it the wages of our sgricultural labor and
capital to the very lowest point. Some gen-

advanced at all. S, . Wachivg'an's fiee trade the fxct, that the truth 18, that the protecte

gystem had contibaed onte this day : (IL‘." be ot artic'es have Fullen less in propor' on than th «e
remembered that Alexander Hamiion's pro 'wh'-ch receive no [}rntt'-"h{:n. {:n:tﬁn |
tecung “vstem wus esee ntially £ 8vstem of free str king example, which has, ina few
o th trade, Imposing dnties an ~1_-- ve to sev. { fallen to one thi:d of its vaue ‘
tlemen insist that the Southern producer now | en and a halt per cent.) SemaR Coubted that | tectel article las, '
bears nearly the whole of the tax, while the{ we should now have hed a o Wby of two mil- | one half,

gentlemen on the other side contend that it is [ lions and a half, & that oup exgi's wonld have | 1 trust, cir, that we have now made out our | the regulation by government of t} s
& maxim universally true that the ‘“‘consumer | amounted to one hundred amlty miliions. 1| case; that wo have shown the u just and une- | men I‘mnﬁidrryitgas a remna:t ”f3 ,;lr?n? =
pays the tax.™ I am inclined to think that the | am to)d that one of the ahlest BRancier: in this qua! operation, ip every point of view. of this | diﬂgl:ﬂf‘t“l'ul. toan enlightened age 2 d otaste
truth lies in the middle. 1 can certainly con-{country has recently declaredilidat he should system, and that a8 fir as the South) is concerne i tent with the first Pt‘fznci les logf ;'ntnim:nﬁ}'?vm!-
ceive a state of things in which the producer | consider an average duty i]’ ¥g or fiftecn | ed, and the west also, though not in the same | tv. 1 hold covernment tl; be utter! ln'i*a . ;:“
would, as such, pay nearly the whole of the | per cent ad valorum as abundsi iy shifficient for degree, it is an unnitigated sysiem of burdens ! from its PUE‘IHHI' of exercisip nuc{l a E:‘:i‘ ‘
tax; but, except where the tax is a very mod. | 3!l the purposes of reven B that, under | And, even with - gard to the favored section, | wisely l""'“lf'"”.;’ or Justly, EAl‘c the lrl:le::
erate one, or is imposed upon the absolute ne. | such a system, our imports & ; ports would I woul! submit, how fur it is wice to insist upon , of the world the rirpﬂsifﬂrit‘-! of its ‘vullerrr‘l
cessaries of life, it is impossible that the whole | in his opinion, exceed a In < S millions of a system which can only be maintained ntit'n- wisdom? Sir, can we Torgét the advice t:;f :l
of the weight could be thrown upon the con- | dollars the very first year. §ihww, Mr. Presi expense of other sections.  Sir, | feel too much f great statesman to his son ‘Go, see the world
|
i

In every possible situation a trade, whether
more or less restricted, is profitable or it is
'$ & | not. This can only be decided by experience,
vears, | and il the trade be left to regulate itself, was
| while no pro- ! ter wonld not more nuturnlI'y eek s I‘cul
in the same period, fallen l than the intereourse adjust itseif to the tru(:

interests of the parties. ir, as to this idea of
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fb'._llagﬁtg’s Speech on the Ihﬁﬂi
(coNTINUED.)

The case which | have stated, of the bale of
wonlleas, illustrates the unequal operation ot
this system upon the agricultural industry of the
south, and the manufacturing industry of the
north, What is true of a single bale, is true
of the whole amount of foreign importations
which are inxed for the protection of domestic
manufacture—true of the eight millions of im.
ports received in exchange for the productions
of South Carolina—-and of the forty millions

sumer. No one, surely, would contend lhat. if | dent, that it has sometimes ¢ ' #id tha' the | confidence in the Justice and Magnanimity of | My %on, that you may learn with how little
Any community were in the habit of consuming | evils under which the Soutls psuftering arise | our Northern brethren to suffer mysell to | Wisdom mankind is governed ” Andis our own
ﬁfty millions ot furﬂgn goods, mported dp'}' from the nver-pr_'mluctm_n of @ m; but this is | doubt their willingness to abandon this st gtem | government an exception to this rule, or do weé
free, they could sfiord to consume any thing llﬂt_ 80. Cotton isan article "0 |ll‘0dlil:liun of if they conld see it in the light that we do. It | not find here as every where else, that

like the same amount under a duty of £0 per | which eannot be overdone. the cheape-t| may enrich them for the moment, but the nros. ““NMan, proud man,

cent,, il the whole duty were added to the | of all known raw materials. WSt Superse- | nority it creates is artificia’, and will assuredly Robed in a little brief authority
. "

|

o
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received in exchange for the productions of the

plantation States, or at least of 30 much thereof

as embrace the protected articles. Our north-
ern (rendssay however, that part of our cotton
and rice belongs to them. Beitso. What-
ever remains to us, and 18 righttully ours, 18
subjected to the unequal system which [ have
above described. ir, it is put beyond all
di-pute, that the agricultursl industry of the
South is taxed, unequally unjustly, enor-
mously taxed inits foreign exchanges, in order
to render profitable the manufacturing indus-
trv of the North., Taxed, I will not say to what

price. But whether the tax be i) genersl
paid by the producer or the consumer, or be
divided between them, to my mind it is clear
that in the actual condition of things, the bur-
then falls most unjustly and unequally on the
Seuthern States, 1 will illustrate this., We
will assume South Carolina annually exchan-
ges eight miilions of dollars” worth of cotton &
rice for foreign goods, paying a daty of fifr,
per cent.,, equal to four millions of dollars. -

Now, suppose the consumer to pay the whole
tax, how would the account stand? Assum:
that no more than one half our importations

ding silk, wool, hemp and B85 all over the
world  As a proof of this, ¥ @ advert to the
fact, that during a period in ", nd, when her
wooullen manafactures advancgeifrem five mil-
lions of pounds sterling to sixg L cofton man.-
ufactures progressed from on€ “$illion to more
than thirty. If you would tal@®# your dutics
and throw open to us the p % of the worl
American cottons would, *‘5 Bt extent, su-
£y

nersede all others, and we ind & market
not for one, but two millie i bales. The
whole South would then, il#1. become a
‘garden spot." Butitis ins the suppor-.

be unsubstantial, No country ean be perma.
nently benefitted by a system of bountics. Thie
system muy destroy the South, but it wiil not |

pcrmanently paddvance thf I‘Irnﬁprri[}- of the
Norh 1 m-y deprt-ﬁq us, but cannot elevate
them. Besides, sir, if persevered In, it musg!
annthilate that portion of the country f:om
whieh the resourc s are tobe drawn. that sre
to enrich the Northern mauulacturers, And it

may be well for gentlemen to refect, whether
adhering to this policy, woul! not he acting like |

the man who ‘killed the goose which lgsid the

golden eggs.” Let gentlemen be assured, that |

Plays such fantastic tricks before bigh Heav'n
As make the angels Neep. '’

The gentleman has appealed to the example
of other nations =~ they are all against him,
They have had restrictions enough, to be sure,
but they are getting heartily sick of them and
in England  particularly, would willingly get
rid of them, if they could. We have been as-
sured, by the declaration of a Minister ol the
Crown, from his place in Parliament, ‘‘that
there is a growing co vietion, among all men
of sense and reflection in that country that
the true policy of all nations is to be found in

extent—hut precisely to the amount ot the du- | are consumed at home e 4 54,100,000 | ters of the protecting systemgM it its only ef- | this 18 & system Which cannot possibly lsst, It unresiric ' ~ i

. . - . L . l,. ; 2 o . ) . Jtt:d I“d”ﬂ" 1-‘1
ty imposed for protection, and the price added —_— fect is to make our goods comieheaper. Sir, will, sooner or later, be utterly overthrown.— are now retracing tieir ft!::qmuﬁjn!lazd e
to e domestic lrllcle, whatever these mMay ! The tax,at 50 per cent, wou!d be Q,OOU,UUL* if this were true, I will vents assert, tha' Would it not be well, therrfﬂre. for them to Ps. endeavore

be. It is said, sir, that the consumer pays the
tax, and that the tarifi States pay their full
portion of the tax on their consumption. Sir,

Ithink this may be well doubted- our habits

Suppose two milliors exchanged with
our northern brcthren for protect-
ed articles, the .ncreased ptice
of which would be e¢qual to the du-

i

pnld be the ve-
i Their object,

the manulacturers themeel
ry first to abandon the syst
certainly, is not to lessen, b
prices., Even if this were

Sancrease their

'

‘ - L] hﬂ"f?fl‘. |

seize this favorable occasion to make some SAC.
rifice of tl.eir peculiar interests to the general
weltare? |

In concluding, Mr. President, what 1 have to

ing to relieve themselves of the System as fast
as (hey can  Within a few years past, upwards

of three hundred stutye s, lnposing restrictions
In that country, have been repealed; and a case

has recently occurred there, which seems to

are different. A South Carolina farmer, whose ty, this would be 1,000,000 | am unable to discover how Botlon planter | say on this branch of the subject, I must take | leave no doubt that, il Great B i ain has grown
crop is worth a thousand dollars, sends, jper. s e | COUND e compensated for the B of his mar ko, | the liberty of presenting a few general conside great, it is as Mr Huskisson has declared
baps, the whole of it to market and exchanges Making $3,700,000 | How is this supposed reductigyto be brought | erations. 1In a broad view of the question, it | ‘not in consequence of, but in spi e of lhr.u:

it for foreign productions, paying it may be, a
duty of fifty per cent. His tax would be five
hundred dollars; the northern or western far-
mer raising produce to the value of a thousand
dollars, will consume nine hundred of it on hi:
farm, and exchange but 100 of it for foreign
articles, and be subjected to a duty ofonly
$50. This difference of habits between the
difierent parts of the country, is greater than
would be supposed possible. 1 have known
8 wealthy planter in the neighborhood of
Charleston, that did not raise a single article
that was not sent to foreign markets, and who
purchased evervthing that was consumed by

The remaining two millions being exchang.
ed for unprotected articies, a tax of one million
woulc be paid on the consumption by our
Southern and Western brethren. From this
state of the case it would follow, that, it the
consumer pays the whole tax, we would pay
48 consumers three millions out of these four
impused upon tbe foreign articles received
'n exchange for our productions, though we
should consume only halt of them. But it we
(ake il for granted thatthe tax cannot be ad-
ded to the price, we would of course get back
Wo partof the duties paid at the custom house
and n that case we should bear the whole

about? By competition, say e gentlemen,
between the British and Am@Ran manufact:
rer  Butif it is competition #5118 to prodice
this reduction of prices, the Waufacturer, on
ooth sides, must be put on an¥ual footing. —
What sort of competition is thes #bich is toun-
ded on a discrimination of M er cent in fa.
vor of one of the parties~=MEEIL, in spite of
such a discrimination, the et
tained at all 181t not, by

dispute, that but for the w‘f‘ p
he etill further reduced? GEll

4

put bey: nd
roes would
N take 1t

for granted that the competifigamong the fo- |

reign manutacturers is not ehtly grest to

L]

|

never can be l‘!pi‘dir‘nl to introduce into a
country the manufacture of any article that
cannot be produced as cheaply at home as it can
be obtained from abroad. There are some
such now made in this country and their a' ili-
ty tos stain themselves, without proteciion. is

unquestionable  The only exception 7 would
admit to the rule | have laid down, relates to

it ¢an be muin- | articles strictly nceessary to notional defence.

| do not allude to the habiliments of a soldier,
or to articles neces<ary to his consumption, but
to arms and munilions of war. It is the true
policy of all nations to “buy where they can
buy cheapest.” This is the very instine. of

restrictions.” The silk manufacture, protects
ed by enormous bounties was found o be in
such a dechining condition, that the govern-
ment was obliged . do something to save it
from total ruin. And what did they do’ They
considerably reduced the duty on foreign silks,
both on the raw material and the manufacturs
ed article. The consequence was, the imme-
diate revival of the silk manufacture. which
has since been nearly doubled.

Sir, the experience of France is equally de-
cisive.  Bonapurte’s effort o introduce cotton
and sugar has cost that country millions; agpd,
but the other day, a foolish attempt to protect

himself or bis slaves, 1lis cloth from England, | surthen. It bhas been said thut the duties on | reduge the price tothe v RS ante They [ our nature and when we depart from it in na« | the iron mines spread devastation through half
hi'i wines {rom Ffinc-e' hi' hor’e" mul“ ll'ld ﬂ“PortP,d .ﬂiclﬂ '.uehitﬂ}' on the mirt'.hiu' LB 4 oL hl"""""m. ‘ | A\ em W voeal concerns. we violate the sounde.t Pf‘illﬂl* of Frﬂhl‘!, ond noar! ruinad the wie lnd'.

fogs from the west—his corn from Maryland
- wooden ware, potatoes, and other notions.
fron New England; and I assure our New
England friends, that although we do not rel-
ish «\l of their notions, there are some that we
prize very highly.

But, sir, if the consumer did in every case
pay the whole amount of the tax, and the con
sumption was in exact proportion to the pop-
ulatton, could gentlemen even then fail to sce
the wide difference in the operation of the
protecting system on the two sections, when
they rons:d r that the tariff’ States are remu-
neraled and more than remuneérated, for any
ta «hich they may pay, in the bounties they
recewve, while we receive no remunerat:..
whatever. It this be doubted, | will spply =
test, which, | think, cannot possibly deceive us,
Do cur New Erngland brethren not understand
their own interests? Do you think, sir that
they would be very apt to fall in love with
taxation and court the impositions of burthens’
How comes it then that they have been taught
to believe that ‘taxation is no tyranny,’ but on
the contrary, the greatest of earthly blessings’
Why isit, that they would regurd as the hea.
viest of calamities, the reduction of the pub.
hic burthens! 1Isit not clear, then, that they
regard the dutiesasa bounty to their industry
and that they know that they have the power
to indemnify themselves for all that they pay
in u on,

But, sir, there i5 another view of this matter
which demonstrates, 1think still more plainly,
the inequality of the system [ allude to its
effect upon the people of he South, as produ
cers of the articles which are exchanged for
foreign commodities. There are very able
men, sir, who have un-lertaken to prove that
we suffer from this system chicfly in our char.
acter as producers. To my mind, it is morally
certsin that the people of the south, either as
producers or comsumers, suppoit a burthen
nearly, if not entirely, equal to the whole a-
mount of the tax levied on their importations.
The precise manner in which this operates, is a
problem not so easy of solution., I will endea.
vor to exphin, however, very briefly, my con-
cepti.n of the process.

e will suppose a perfectly free trade to
be carried on between the Southern States
and Great Britain—that is to say, that the srti-
cles on both sides were admitted duty free.
In this state of things a progressive tax, equal
to five per cent per annum, is imposed on Brit.
ish manufactures for the protection of our own.
The firs: duty of five per cent. would, doubtless
be added to the price. Before this progressive
duty had advanced many steps, however, the
period would arrive when no additional charge
could ne sustained by the consumer without
a reduction ef his consumption. The next
five per cent, then imposed, would hsve to be
sustained by the merchant or the foreign man-
ufacturer, or the producer of the cotton, and
would most probably be divided among them
In this manner, as the system progressed, the
profits of the merchant would be reduced to
the lowest scale; those of the manufacturer
would also be bronght down, and the Southern
producer would, in his turn, be compelled to
sudmit to & reduction in the price of his pro-
ductions. Each successive step in the further
progress of the system would sink lower and
lower the price of his cotton, nuntil it was re-
’“CEd to the ?cfy |ﬂ"e5t sum that would p.}
the expense ofits production. The very nex
step must, of course, unnihilate the trade by
tendering it unprofitable to all concerned.—
Sir, there may be a difference f opinion 88 t
the point to which we have now arrived in the
Progress of the system, (for let 1t be remem.
dered that the system is still progressing) bu
O my mind it is clear that we have long since
Mssed the puint at whiceh any hurptber reduc-

and the foreign manufacturer; hut I hold this
‘0 be impossible, for surely two or three per
cent, is the utmost reduction that can be made
from the profits of the merchant, and not much
more could be taken off from those of the
manufacturer. Indeed, how couldit be ex-
pected that the American demand for British
manufactures would materially aflect their price.
when not more, probablyv, than a twent eth
p:Ti ofthe whel~ finds a market on thi- country.
It is on the American producer, therefore, tha!
this tax must chiefly fall. Sir, the duties upon
imports are either paid by the consumer or
they are not. It they are paid by him, | have
shown (hat the far greater portion of the du-
«'28 on the goods received in exchange for our
cotton falls upon the planter, and that for this
he receives no remuneration whatever. If the

duties are not paid by the consumer—that is to
say, if they are not added to the price—~then
it is manifest that the whole amount of duties
falls upon us without the presibili'y of reliey-
Ing ourselves from any part of the burden. As
to ‘Fe popular notion that all consumers mus

pay equally, I will ask any gentleman to tell
me how it is with those who consume the tsx’
Here is a tax of sixteen millions imposed di

rectly or indirectly upon southern produetion.
Fourteen miilions of this amount are transfer-
red to the north, and there consumed. Are
the coosumers of these fourteen r jllions taxed
on their consumption paid as Lighly as those
who have the whole amount ?

Sir, [ have done with this branch of the sub
jeet.  Grest as are the present evils of the oy e
tem to the South, there sre greater still—in
prospect. We are seriously threatened with
the entire loss of the foreign markets for our
productions. Al trade is but an exchnngc of
equivalents, and is founded on the maxim ot
“give and take.”” 1If you exclude British goods
from our market, you, in eflect, exclude our
cetton from their markets. It isin vain to tell
us that England must have our cotton. You may
force her to do without it, Even now she sup-.
plies herself, to a great extent, from other
countries; from the East India possessions, F.
BYPt, Brazil, and elsewhere; and you will make
it her interest, in the end, to give up the A-
merican trede entirely. Even now she is look.
INg to this as a possible event. You find her
encouraying the production of cotton in the
East Indies, by a discriminating duty to which

you have force | her, and stimulating the pro-|argue a question so self-evident,

duction of the article in South America, where

binations
1he » nutac

keep up their prices. Sir,
ar utterly impossicle. How
turers of iron in Sweden, Russil and Eogland,
or the cotton and silk manu pers of Franc
to enter into & combination? The thing is ri-
diculous. No, sir, if the duti®s were taken ofl,
the prices of goods would be reduced to their
ainimum, and much lower than they are now
0 this country, and it is for this resson, end thi
only, that the manufacturers are protesting &.
gainst it.  But, sir, wherc is the evidence to be
tound that the tarift’ has produced any reduc
tion whatever, in the price of the protected
articles, Isthere any other toundation for the
asgertion than thus: that the prices of cottons,
woollens, and iron, have actually tellen sinc
18242 But all other articles have likewise (g
len, protected and unprotecte!.  Real und pe.
sonul estate, cotten, flour, and tobacco, all- a
have gone down; and most of them have falle
in a much greater degree than woollens, co'-
tons, anc iron.  Has the tarii done sl this’ e
What «ay the gentlemen? 1 have here a price
| current containing the prices of 250 articles, in
1816 a d 1851. From thisit appears that ther:
has been am universal reduction in the price of
articles of every description, and that thos
admitted duty free have been reduced, at leas!
in an equal ratio with those paying duties —
Indeed sir, Jthink that a careful examination ol
’lhn table will shew, that reduction in the pro.

tected articles has not been so great as in the
others. But the reduction has not heen con
fined to this country, It has taken place j

England, and sll over the world, in an equa

nay, in a greater degree. The very articles
m 8 highly protected in this country, cottons
woollens, and iron, are now selling in England

much Igwer than they can be obtained here.

This is
porting merchant, and 1 have abundant evi.
dence of i™now inmy hands. Here are state.
ments shewing that such goods have actuslly
beon imported within the last year, in Philadel-
phia, New York, and elsewhere, and after pay.
ing duties of from fifty to one hundred per
| cent, have been sold as low #s the domestic
munufacture. Sir, 1 ascertained, before | Jef
home, that the whole quantity of cotton goods
fmported into Charleston during the last yexr,
paid &n average du'y of hfty per cent,and then
they were sold as low as American cottons of
the same quality. But [ am resl'y ashamed to
How euan

she is furnished with a market for her manu.
factures, almost duty free. Csn we, then, be
blind to the fate that awsaits us when the Amer-
ican System shall be consummated, snd we sha!l
be cut off from a market for seven hundred
thousand bales of our cotton; an event that it is
bardly necessary for me to say, weuld involve
the wheie South in irretrievable ruin. It isidle
for gentlemen to pretend that the North csn
ever furnish a home market for all the cotton
of the South. T'wo or three hundred thousand
bales 19 the utmost extent to which we counld
find a market in thet quarter. The catalogue
of the evils of this system, however, is not yet
completed. Itis not merely the mischiet it has
done, and the still greater evils which it tyrea-
tens, but it has arrested our march to greatness
and prevented us from fulfilling our high des.
tinies.  What would have been the condition of
this country now, it we had never heen depriv-
ed of the blessings of free trade’ Why is it
thet our tonnage and our exports hsve not
acrown with our grewth, and strengthened with
our strength’ It is because our prosperity has
been biasted by the restrictive system. Look,
€it. at this picture. In 1810, with a population
seven millions, we had a tonnuge ofone millio

‘our hurdred thousand. In 1531, with a pop-
ulation of thirteen millions, our tonnage is re-

Juced to one million two hundred thoysand;

taxes possibly lessen prices?’ How can protec-
tion diminish the cost of productor?  What
are the elements of price? Are they not the
co-t ol li.e raw materal—the wages of laber-
& the intercst of capital; and how can these b
lessened by a tax on the srticle? To say so, is
to reverse all the rules of proportion. Gentle.
m n mght as well contend that two added ¢
five make three, s that fifty per cent added t
the cost of an imported srticle, lossens its price .
If gentlemen can believe this, they may b lieve
arything  But the truth is, Mr. President, (hie
whole matter ot the reduction in the price of
goods is very easily explained. It depends on
general causes, which have operated tn a cer-
tain extent sll over the world. From a tho-
rough investigation of the subject, which has
taken place in Great Britain, it is found to hav
resulted trom the appreciation of the currency,
improvements im machinery, and general resto.
ration of peace, The resumption of specie
payments, and the diminished supply of the
precious metals, is calculated to have lessened
the circulating medium to the smount of up-
wards ot {500,000 000. The efiect of this sin-
#le couse has been, within the last ten vesrs.
the reduction of prices in that country to the
amount of thirty.five per cent to which fifteen
ner cent mey be added for the other causes a-
bove mentioned—making in the v hile a reduc
tion of a'mest fi ty per cent in the money price

: im- | !
fact perfectly notorious to every im ( 1sm, his own seamhg‘eu and washerwoman.—

ples of political economy, a science which is in
fact but the lessons of wisdom and an enlight-
ened experience applied to the affairs of na-
tions. Sir, the restrictive policy is founded on
the triumph of the selfish principle. It assumés
that the natural position of natio's towards
each other is one of enmity and rivalship,
founded on a supposed opposition of interests.
The doctrine of the old school Was, lllﬂl, w hat
was gained by one nation, was necessarily lost
by auother,

The plain and seemingly obvious truth that
in a fair and equal exchange of commodities,
all parties gained, is a nuble discovery of mod-
ern times. The contrary prineiple naturally
led to commercial rivalries, wars, and abuses
of all sorts. The be:efits of ccmmerce heing
rt'gﬂl‘l!l'd as a ETH'{.F {o be Wﬂh, Or an :Hh':ln
lage to be wrested from others by frand or by
force governments naturally strove to sceure
them to their own subjects; and when they
once set out in this wrong direction it was
quite natural that they should not stop short
till they ended in binding, in the bonds of re-
striction, not only the whole country, but all its
paris Thus we are told that England first pro
tected by her resirictive poliey. her whole em-

pire against all the world, then Great Britain .

against the colonies, then the British isles a-
gainst each other, and ended by vainly attemp-

ting to protect all the great interests and em- |

ployments of the State by balancing them
against each other. Sir such asystem car:ied
fully out, is not confined to rival nations but
protecis one town against another, considers
villages and even families as rivals; and can-
not stop short of ‘‘Robinson Crusoe in his goat
skins "' It takes but one step further to make
every man his own lawyer, doctor, farmer and
shoemaker—and, if I may be allowed an Irish-

The doctrine of freé trade, on the contrary, is
founded on the true social system. It looks on
all mankind as children of a common parent—
and the great family of nations as linked to-
gether by mutual interests  Sir, as there is a
religion, so I believe there is a polities of nature.
Cast your eyes over this various earth—see its
surface diversified with hills and valleys, rocks
and fertile fields, Notice its different produc-
tions—its infinite varieties of soil and elimate.
See the mighty rivers winding their way to the
very mountain’s base, and thence guiding man
to the vast ocean, dividing yet connecting na-
tions. Cana y man who co: siders these things
with the eye of a philosopher, not read the de-
s1gn of the great Creator (written legibly in
his works) that his children should be drawn
together 1n a free commercial intercourse, and
mutual exchanges of the various gfts with
which a bountiful Providence has blessed them
Commerce, sir. restricted even as #he has been
has been the great souree of civilization and
refinement all over the world. Next to the
Christian religiou, I consider FRE! TRADE in itg
largest sense as the greatest blessing that ean
be conferred upon any people. Hear sir what
Patrick Henry, the great orator of Virginia,
whose soul was the very temple of freedom,
says on this subject —

“Why should we fetter commerce? If a man
18 in chains, he droops and bows to the earth,
because his spirits are broken, but let him
twist the fetters from his legs, and he will stand
erect. Fetter not Commerce! Let her be as
free as the air. She will range the whole
creation, anu return on the four winds of Heav-
en. to bless the land with plenty.’

But, it has been said, that free trade would
do very well; if all nations would adopt it; but
as it is, every nation must protect itself from
the eflect of restrictions by ecountervailing
measures. | am persuaded, sir, that itis a great
a most fatal error. If retaliation is resorted to
for the hionest purpose of producing a redress
of the grievance, and while adhered to no
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on which one-fifth of her citizens depeud for
subsistence  As to Spain unhappy Spain,
“fenced round with restrictions,’ her experi-
ence, one would suppose, would convinee us,
1) un{ thing could, that the protecting system
in polities, like bigotry in religion, was utterly
at war with sound principles and a liberal and
enlightened policy. Sir Isay in the words of
the philosophical statesman of Eogland * leave
a generous nalion free to seek their own road
to perfection * Thank Qod, the night 1s pas-
sing away, and we have lived to see the duwn
of a glorious day. The cause of free trade
must and will prosper, and inatly triumph .-
The political encononii t is abroad, light has
come into the world, and, in this instance at
least men will not prefer da kness rather than
light.”  Sir, let it not be said. in after ¢ mes
that the statesmen of America were behind the
age in which they lived-. that they initiated
this young and VIgOrous country into the eners
vating and corrupting practices of European
nations- and that, at the moment when the
whole world were looking to us foran exam-
ple. we arrayed ourselves in the cast-off follies
and exploded errors of the old world, and. by
the introduction of a vile system of artificial
stimulants and political gambling, impaired
the healthful vigour of the body politic and
brought on a decrepitude and premature disso-

lution.
(To be Concluded.)

Q—

DEBATE IN THE SENATE,
On Mr. Van Buren’s Nomination.

REMARKS OF MR. WEBSTER.
Mr. President, as it is highly probable

that our proceedings on this nomination
will be published, I deem it proper to
state shortly the considerations which in-
fluenced my opinion, and will decide my
vote,

I regard thisasa very important and
delicate question. It is ful] of responsi-
bility; and I feel the whole force of all
that responsibility. While I have been
in the Senate, I have opposed no nomin-
ation of the President except for cause:
and I have at all times thought that such
cause should be plain, and sufficient; that
it should be real and substantial, not un-
founded or fanciful.

I have never desired, and do not now
desire, to encroach in the slightest degree
on the censlitutional powers of the Chiet
Magistrate of the Nation. I have here-
tofore gone far, very far, in assenting to
nominations which have been submitted
to us. I voted for the appointment of all
the gentlemen who composed the first
cabinet—1I have opposed no nomination
of a foreign minister: and I have not op-
posed the nominations recently before ns
for the re-organization of the administra~
tion. I have always been especially anx-
ious, that in all matters relating to our
intercourse with other nations, the ut»
most harmony, the greatest unity of pur-
pose, should exist b?'ﬂ'een the pl'elid?ﬂt
and (he senate. I know how much of
usefulness such harmony and union ape
calculated to produce.

I am now fully aware. Sir, that it is a
serions, a verv serions matter, to vote #v




