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p. 4.) he states that.Reeside &-Sla}'mukbr, “’aﬁ
are contractors for carrying the maul fromj = 555
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Philadel phia-te Pittsburgh, ai an annual
pensation of o 0 oo
From Pistsbargh to Washington,

Making in the aggregate, 8,25(
In his report of March 2, 4834, [Doc 138

delplha to
Washiangton, and from IWashington to W he

¢4z, at an annual compensation of
Aaking a diflerence. per annum of
And in four years, of

included in the contract of Stoekton anl Neil,
in the report April 1832. [Doe. 138, p. 204.]

It isnot mentioned as a pari of the contract of

Reesilo and Slaymaker.
In his report [Doe. 212, p. 2.] of the 18th
of April, 1832, the Postinaster General states
that James Reeside is the contractor for  car-
rying the mail from Philadelphia to New York
daily, at anannuul compensation of = $6,000
in his report {(Doe. 188, page 186] °
of Marck 3, 1834, he states theo
same contract as twice a day, and

tlie compensation per annum at 20,500

And in four years of 58,000
These arebut a few ovt of a numerous class
of cases, many of whieh will be set out ut large
in a subsequent part of this report. From
them your committee has been constrained to
draw conclusions most unfavorable 1o the gen-
eral accuracy of the department,” and thouglh
all or nearly all "of the cases which fullow
have been differently represented in” different
reports of the department. they are not sélee
ted with a special view to that eircumstinee. —
We detail them because they form parts of
transactions with individuals, some it is true,
of small importance, and others of great magni-
tude, but atwgether, involving aimost every
conceivable variely of abuse;some of them in
direct violation of law, and some suhversive
of the common prineiples of justice and fair
dealing between man and man.

‘T'he first case examined by your eommittee
was a contract with Gen, Uuul‘gﬂ House, ol
Gallipolis, in the State of Ohio, and the follow-
ing is the transaction somewhat in Wil, as
it appeared in evidence.. .,

At the lettings [Doe. 117,p. 5] .in.Deto-
ber 1830, route No. 1975, from. Coles-
o angh to Gallipglis, wagtrben by Tobn Rlaelk.
at the yearly compensation of 391, commen-
cing on the lst of January, 18381, and ending
the 31st December, 1534.

On the files of the department is a letter
from Geo. House to the Postmaste. General,da-
ted at VWashington, January 28th 1831, in
which he proposes to carry the mail three
times & weck, in a steamboat from Charleston,
Kenhawa, to Gallipolis, at §30 per mile, per an-
num, te commence as soon as his boat should be
ready 1n the spring:& he adds, that his proposi-
tion 1S made in pursuance of a request or di-
re~tions of the department made to Judee
Jiayward in Deceinber (then) last. “T'he ¢s-
ttmated distance is sixty four miles, equal to
$1.U'50a year.

In a comnmuniestion from O. B. Brown to

e Postmaster General, dated the 11th of
J'chruary, 1831, he states the offer of George

Iouse at 81,000 for carrying the mail twice
& week in a steamboat o1 the same route, and
that the steamboat wiil be ready “say the 1st
of April;” he suggest that the contract with
Black may be suspended, and asks “shall it
be done?*  The Postmaster General endor-
ses on the paper ‘‘let it be done;” and thereup-
on DBlaek recoived orders to diseontinue his
route from the 1st of ‘April; 1831 No con.
tract appears ty have been executed b}' HHUSI_‘:,
and Black continued to earry the mail won
horscback as his sub eontractor. T'he effect
of the whole transzétion was, to shift the
contract out of the hands of BIRCI{, and plaee
itin the handsof Touse, who is wed known
us an active and influential political partisan:
A letter, written by louse 1o the Postmaster
General on the 2d of August, 1831, states that
he had not yet got his steamboat prepared, and
does not know when he shall; and it seems
that he never did, for the mail is still carried
on horseback on that route. '

At the letting of contracts in October, 183 1;
route No. 1,588, from Chillicothe to *Gallipolis
was bid off by A. I.. Ross, at §1,100 per an-
num, the mail to be earried three times a week
in four horse post coaches. His bid was aceep-
ted, and in the report [Doc. 212, p. 20,] of
the 18th of April, 1838, hi¢c appears as the con-
tractor.

On the 7th day of Oectober, 1831, a letter
was written by O. B. Brown, to Ross, inform-
ing him 'that the acceptance of his bid was
suspended, and that the department wished
him to give it up, as it was important that the
stage line from Chillicothe to Gallipolis,
should be connected with the steamboat line
Yrom Gallipolis to Charleston: Ross reluctantly
yielded to the requisition, and the mail npon
that route was carried by House, for some

Makinz a difference per annum of

Aime, but without any eontract and without|ak he promptly informed the contractor

“any wrillen and accepted offer. "I'here was

exhibited to your committea a letter from |

House to O. B. Brown, without. date or post
mark, in which he says he hascarried the mail
from Chillicothe to Gallipolis, and from. Galli-
polis to Colesmonth, sinee the st of January,
1832, without any contract; and in this letter
was enveloped and filed, a papcr, also without
date, containing a proposition by General louse
W carry the mail three times a week in four-
horse post coaches from Chillicothe to Galli-
polis, and three timesa week from Gallipolis
v Colesmouth, on horseback, for the yearly
compensation of $2.600. On the back of this
aper is efdorsed in_the handwriting of the
l’mtmuter General ‘allowed to . take place
from the 1st of Januvary, 1832; all these pa.
pere, and the filling and entries upon them,
are witlout date, and the officers of the de-

| ,J?‘ .
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Yaeléat 1088 to the depariment of $1,206 a ar, | post coaches, at

;* | l.r

3"-,6.471 a roai
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p- 199.) he states the contract as from . Phila- the law establishing the post
Pitssburgh, - frum . Piusburgh to

27,070

m— e

19,750

79.000 o1 120 * : L4
The line from VWashington to Wheelibg is nppears, that this soute was upon the. bill as

|a verydarge compensation, much more indeed

informal as (hat when first presented had
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jo Ugie of | mAnifested and the
wing in s -*',)L Wwas mereiy.

ping time, & he ¢ .
contractor (3Who had been subpoen-

oo ed by _your comini g %‘%r
o | e ;Iemn_ce ht be putup !_,-!h ats
Inaked leatures exhi v

© James Reeside'is _
carrying the mailgfrom Baltimore (o

Chambersburg, 7\} g%t%ixly four horse

ollave a vear,

from the first of Janvary, 1532, The
schadule was so changed on the 29th
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{in violation of law, and under a successiun of
Thretences, whieh Had no foundation in fact.
- By the.act of the 15th day of June, 1832,
RN o Chicago to
Green Bay, in the Territory of Michigan; but
| vasals published by the department
4th of July following, this route 1s
ided, and no notice whmnelr. wag pub-
‘order of the department for propo-
ﬁ;drbirte.}‘wﬂ_-“B.P Brown, an Afﬁuor
n ttment, who ‘made out the list of
‘['proposals; being sworn, stated it as his belief,

‘| that the omission happened in consequence of
1e post routes not having

]
| Ly

ant consequently, to increase the speed,
but the difference was so light as to be
whollv vanoticed by asub-contractor aon
a part of the route, who was examined
by your commitiee, and on the 18th A-
pril, 1832, long after the change of sche-
dule, the contractis reported to Congress
(Doc, 212, p- 15) as subsisting at 1.900
vollars. In the report of the 3d of March
1834, which professes to give all the ex-
tra allowances, there is none stated on
this route, but in that part of that report

been published at the tume he made out the
which gives the curtailment o mail la-

advertisement, and that he took it from a copy
of the bill which afterwards underwent alter- | ¢ilities (Doc. 138, p. 253 ) the “increas-

ations. It appears, that the law- was approv- ed expedition” is redt RQ -
8. 4 , " \ , lon reduced at 1,595 dol-
ad'on”the 1ith day of June 1852; theadvertise- | 1.y vsarb'; and, on examination of the

ment was signed by the Postmaster General : : :
the 24th E?Julyy following; and it faxther|P00Ks ol the department, it appears that
' the contractor did in fact receive on that

route. 3,495 dollars yearly, instead of
1,900 dollars; to which sum and no more
he “‘was ‘entitled by fair and legal con
tract,

‘The 1ncreased expedition was of im-
portance to the contractor, to enable him
lo.compele with other rapid lines in the

it was first introdueed intn the House, and
was never struck out or underwent the sligh-
test alteration during its progress.

John 1. T'emple, then aclerk in the depart-
ment, made out a i:ud in the name of Asahel
Savery, of Michigan; by which he offered to
transport the mail on horseback on that route,
onee in two weeks, for$3,000, ur or.ce a week
for $3,600 a year which was accepted. There
was afterwards a representation made by Asa-
hel Savery, in the handwriting of John F. 1'em-
ple, stating thatthe bid was too low and that
he would suffer very  heavy loss by the con-
tract. . The distance istwo hundred and fifty
miles.  I'he fair-value of the sexvice does not
exceed §1.200 cr §1.5600. 3

The Postmaster General.npon this represen-
tation, made «n additivnal allowanee of §1,-
000 a year, and the eontract. was .according-
ly executed by Savery and assigned to I'em

le. e ~
. {nthis manner Dr. Temple by means of his
Situation in the department, obtained a eon-
tract gwing him $4,500; for carrying the
mail. 250 miles on horsebaek weekly, for
which serviee it is Lelioved 91,5600 would be

not appear to have been of any consider-
able value te the public, and had it been
of importance, the inecreased compensa-
tion is much too great for the additional
service rendered.

Itis stated in the report of the 131 of
April, 1832, (Doc. 212,p:2) that James

portation of the mail on the route fron
Philadelphia to New York, in four horse

| pest coaches, dailv, at ar, annual com-
pensation of £6,000, for four years [rom
the 1st'day of January, 1832,

than the state of things weuld justify. ‘I'he|186,) at $20,500
route i an animportanty oney . the nett-a-fdle was allowed (p. 187,) for ex-
mount of postage received upon it atier leav- tra services, a vearly compens
tng Chicago to its termination at. Green Bay sation of " .
toelusive, falls short.of the vne-tenth  parv of |
the sum given tg. Femple on this contract,
which aggregate sudn . equals itis believed,
the nete preceeds of postages - receivad  in
the whole T'ernitory of Miehigan,

Prior to the lettings in October, 1831,
Lindsay and Sharfien were contractors for car-
rying the mail from Flagerstown to MeCon
nellshurg; and at those lettings, they again bid
to carry the mail three times a wecek, in four

0,123
[ncreasing the comprnsation on
this route from 6,000, the legal
contract, (o
And an express mail was order-
ed to be run on the same route,
at a vearly compensation of

3.150

e

Making the grand total yearly 28,77

December, 1883, as (o lessen the time. |bid, isordered, and the original contra

in consequenée of the in¥glvens or graluily to  Brow eside stales
'l "dEpnr*m{'ht. L lhﬂt-Brown.pmfl himone thousand l‘ﬁ"ﬁfﬁ

e noticed in these and m,‘b ; in partof this loaa: But this trangetion
. ' _ - v : . . 1 - T;‘. ol .
ipgases ol favored {rnnl'raclnrs,‘,!.r_ IS 'Q_,-Ufﬂ lﬂlﬂﬁrkﬂhl > W hf_?-{l. _}?l'ﬁ"-ﬂ___ ”f
here they are concerned, competition is conn@@lionswith anoiher, festified to by
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“:ﬁf “pursuant to law, inviting competi-
tion"and the public biddings, are bat’

o

hat'case

hiereport.”
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masks to cover their secret transactions; ;ﬂfgggﬂlii-.qun&gnﬁ.on,flhe lendur:qf;w_ 3
26 simsof money {o Porler on interest.

The route is not advertised as it is to_be l_.?of siins ol moncy (9. orler o _
runy and before it is put info operation’ 'ﬁ 3?&*“”*("“ n 'hﬂ‘“’ﬁ“hg and sum-
some improvement, generally comports imer of 1831, Me. Barry applied to Ree-
ih;f.: Witll an alternative pl'upnﬁition in th | Side, _'n‘ ila ._ !ﬂtf‘?"'-._ﬂﬁm-mm”‘“
é{-gggousr‘hn & an ac

iy !

| mail was so heavy for three of theirtrips

transportation ol passengers, but it does

part of 1t has vet been paid over by eith-

is merged and lost in the improvement. — "“i‘:‘? SOINE NIoney 'Jr his (M l}"”rj"’j)
The compensation agreed to by the legal rh_l.dlﬂl_ll'lal- use.  Instead of doing this
contractis, in some instances,so inSignis |

ficant, that it is hardly worth*adding in 142 0 :
Barry paid “it by his acceptance at a

as an ifem in tha aggregate allowance. l ; _ | |
| But it has not been thought necessary, | short date, which he, (Reeside,) negolias

_in all cases, to preserve even the cover of lﬂd -i!} !i.llﬂ S_thu,}'lki“ Bank, f)n enquiry
increased services, as an excuse for these | of the cashier of the Schuylkill Bank we

extra allowances. The 10,000 dollars ‘find-that no such acceptance was nezo-

yearly allowed to Reeside & Slaymaker, [tiated there. Your committee having col-

on the route from Philadelphia to Pitts- lated the evidence touching these frans-
 actions, leave them without comment.

burgh, is wholly without this apology.

he stated before the committee. thateM i

The allowance was for hardships ineurs | In some ol the contracts above gXam+

‘red in the performanee of a stipulated  ined, audanany others that passed under
done which |thenotice of your committee, very hea-
vy sumns of “money, have b
the dtpart;_ng I,;-II llm""éélab%lsﬁment of
a second, and sometimies. a third, daily
line on the same.route.. . o s

service, not for any thing
their contract did not require of them,|
The whale hardship, too, as proved hy'
the testimony of Reeside, was this, “Lhe]

weekly, as to prevent their taking in a | a .
full load of passeners on those trips; b)’ l,}f mail, have been qdver.tised and let out

which it would seem *hat the department TPU'BH?N fo_law, your Cqm_i}littéﬂ ean
after paving for the transportation of the “001{ “l’ﬂﬂ_thﬂe prendll“l'eﬁ in no other
' light than that of cuormous - ‘anE_boflhe
public funds.  Take, for example, the
case of the contract fram Philadelphia
to Pittsburgh, and from Pittsburzh to
tation of the mail might oceasion him, Washinglon, brought up, as we have als
Or rather,to give the transaction its h'ue:r”“‘!.}’ shewn, from. $9,250 to 'jﬁ-lﬂ,_];'iﬂ—-
character, this $10,000 a year was | Whi'e asingle mailiveach way,“daily on
a oift, out of the fundsofl the department | “”‘l_ iing, is all the public service, or the
1 and there are some | business of the country dors require, or
ever has required. Additional lines of

mail on this roule, somethinz more than
30,000 dollars, was also beld bound to
pay the contractor extra flor whatever
expease and inconvenience the transpors

to these contractors;
further circumstances alleuding it, which

| . . . .
‘mittee, are not satisltactorily explained.

ot e
’For _ﬂim

‘ .-.+.d..._'?é; of ipﬂlﬁon, was l;u[
thin! '-ﬁll'ﬁl‘l({eﬂ, :
ub 1 0’clock, Me. Mills comman.

ced thevery itileresting process of ing..

D w08 ol e
i ol
| 'ifhﬂ“le ‘before and gmj‘ﬂy

ance for 1,000, to

Reeside advanced him the $1000, and,

en paid by

When tlie confracls for a regnlardaisfothe
{lence, when it is

Thie evidence shews that Reeside andjever the business of the country requires
Slaymalker repiresent two companies, | them, they spring up of themselves with -
out the aid of Government, And those
opposition lines, which are gotup by in-

which share equally inthe profit and loss
on this line. T'he money accruing for

tributed by them to their respective. haps betler, than theadditional daily lines
rfhi?.; extira ElllUl\f'lllH}G ﬂ'r 0l 1:03!*]1(}5,{1“Llnilvrlht}coull'ulUflhesunln

companics.
individuals,; whichyunder the name of ad-

ten thousand  dollars was received by |

bounties.out of the public purse.

er ol them to theie pariners, or entered
npon any account book of the ;'g”]:}npinq ment ol ”H.‘qﬂ ﬂfhh{fﬂ?lﬂt llillly I]]ﬂilﬁg and

Recside, on his examination, stated, that | ezpress mails, is of the most pernicious

they had kept this back, to pay some |lendency. They enable the large mai!

hotse post coaches at $300 or daily at.$600, a
. . . -
ear. Jas _liegside bid i 4007 A
< oved. HE Dl . IdCuslde Wag e- ]‘!} . | '
: : . b or: laWames
cepted, and he is set down in the report of the | eral states; nes L

, St R oo
Pgstimaster Gleneral of the 138th of April, 1832 iractor lor carryinZ the mail from Bed-

ark is the con-

as the contractor; at $10 a vear. |
In the report of extia allowanees of the 34

of March, 1334, no extra allowances on this | back, from the 1st of January, 1382, to
¥ v ¥ 1 G P * ¥ | 1 iy ¥ I‘ 1 1. . | - . -

contract i1s noted, but 1 that part of the sam. the 81st of December, 1833, at a }T’:Ir]__\'

report which gives a statement of the retrench- | : i .

po L] g ment of the retrench ~compensation of $275.  Ju the report of
ments ordered, this route s noted thus (in page (the “;'] of \I'II"II 1834 |) | I
203) #1231, Hagerstown to :“l‘(:illltll‘”-.hllI'Lf. ok prmvesly 1094 [ W10C, 190, AL l‘m_. |

Fames Reeside four weelly trips,reduced §700. James I_h"’-‘“]ﬂ 8 ) eported to bethe con-
Not understanding precisely how 8700 ecould t”“'tur_h]r carrying the mail on these
be dedueted from 810, without first adding routes, LNU'* 1215 and 12 J'r“.] from Cum-
something to the lesser sum, a wember of your | berland to Blaie’s pe three times a|
comimitiee, wlio ll.li‘il.'hi‘tl 1 l“‘n'l’-‘\-"l'f the dis- Va't‘{!k, ill rUl]l' IIUI'!":[:' ‘Tl}hl L'Utl'['lle", alt an
l‘l’I'“il!H"}'. L{'Itk’l"lll IIH'LI' l‘]t'[]u | \fh’l’l“l 1 ll.'iiu‘l"q_ nnnual Cnl“l'eni;ltit}ﬂ “f 4.500 00
stating the difliculiy atid requesting an expla=f Ao on the 25th W —
nation, and asking also for a copy of some_pa- 1599 %6 e s -l i

YOI, as directed (O run

pers, wh.ch it was supposed would show the ity | .
. : : 4 3 y ) v
true _nature of this and one other transaetion. VA .}, ]Ltqn“ gon Bedford and
Blair’s Gap, at an additional

LThere was. much delay and prevarication be- |
fore any distinet answer was _given to the in- compensation of
quiry, & then the Postmaster General deelined

2,911 78

)
n his rf‘ll_ur‘ of thw 15|lt nfﬁln"il, 1832 |ted, hestated, that this unexpected de-]would otherwise create,are travellers de-
1.4 nemRLL . Gaeitdid ]ms,j{x{':ﬂﬁd ﬁvl‘; thousand dollars livered over to the mail contractors and

ford to Blaie’s Gap, and from Blair's Gap alter the first ten thousand dollars of this
to Cumberland, once a week, on horse-|extra

old debts of the companies which they |contraclors fo put down and ruin any
supposed had been provided for, but fman who shall attempt to compete with
which were unexpectedly found to ex« [them inthe transportation of passengers:
ceed the sum appropriated for their | X thusforwant of that wholesome compe-

payment; but being specially interroga- [(ition which the natural course of things

- i3 i"l’ihlg_*- o L__ a0

be dealt with, and disposed ofy Tor the
time being, accopding to their good
pleasure,

It is not the purpose of your commit-
mittee, by these remarks, to arraivn the
conduct of any class of individuals,—
1'liese men, like all others, pursue theiy
own individual interests, and many of
them labor occasionally for the comfort
antd accommodation of the public. It
1S our purpose to mark the general ten-
private nalure betlween these contractors e ncy nflhin::-'.. and few !r'ivr'llm's can
and some of theotlicers of the department have failed to observe that the comfort
which came under the notice ot }*““pqilll'! (:Gl:‘.’t‘llii"nf‘vnr the |l.’1-.t.ﬂn;_;m* in the
commitlee, which,in their oprnion, merit mail stage is promoted by the existence
consideration. of an ellicient opposition on the same!

Some time in the year 1832, 0. n.h‘ﬂ'“{ﬂ- l
Brown applied to Slaymaker for a small Bat besidesthe general effect of these
loan of money (4800) which Slavmaker |second and third daily mails to put down

in the wholeyand that 7 was not d1$659-
ered to exist until about three months

allowance was received by him
and bdlaymaker—the whole amount so
received andso retained by them, on this
accountappearstohavebeensixteenthoun-
sand, six hundred and sixty-six dollaps,
sixty-six and two-third ceats. The al-
lowance of this money and its applica-
tion are alike remarkable. There were
also certain pecuniary transactions ol a
|

answering it because 1t was not sioned by the | Thus the lﬂg:il contract of 275
chairman of the committee. ‘T'his difficulty was dollars has arisen to
removed. “Luz Chalrman _signed  the paper,
and some few daysatter; and after the arrival
of James Reeside the contractor, in the eity)
the Postmaster General sent in his answer on
the 15th day of May, 1834, which accompan-
1es this repurt.

In this he says, that after the contract
was adjudged to Reeside on his bid of
$40 or $99 improved he was ordered to
run daily, instead of tri-weekly, and the
amount of compensation for increased N
service was left unsettled. The report{ As by the report of the 18th of April,
gaes on to state that Reeside represented | 1832, [Doc. 212, p. 4 and 11.]
to the Postmaster General that there In the report of the 8d of March, 1834
had been two mistakes in his bid, that![Doc. 138, p. 199,] they are stated to be
he had made itout in pencil marks, and [contraclors for carrying the mail on the
his clerk had blundered in copyingz it.— | same routes, and in addition’ thereto,
That the $40 was intended for €1400, [ from Washington to Wheeling in Virein-
and the $99 which occurred twice, was |ia. [which is also covered by the contract
intended for $1999, and the Postmaster|0of Stockton & Neill,) at an annual com-
General adds that O. B. Brown repor«|pensation of J 27,000
ted to him at another time these sayings  On the 5th of May, 1828, there o
of Reeside, and stated lhatl there was no was made on this route a year-
olher bid on Lhis roule. Mr. Reeside was ly extra allowance from T\[H”
therefore allowed to correct his bid ma- I, 1832, of

And there was ordered an express

kingit $1400 and $1900 instead eof
mail on the same route, to he

— = —

James Reeside and S. . Slaymaker

from Philadelphia to' Pittsburgh,

)-{rnll_}' CUI’IIiH':H:Ilil}II ol |

From l’nllhburgh (o “‘ﬂbhi”gto”!
Pa,

Aggrezate,

10,000

7,411 'Hj:m:! made no memorandum ot the trans-
innhun, which took place in the presence

!

were contractors tor rnrwin:_-; the mail {time My.
for a could lend him three thousand dollars. at

Ltr{m‘

1,250 the first of January, 1833,
'renewed his requesty and said he had bl

I w
8.250 made a ]HII‘{‘hﬂﬁ{‘ of the nroperty of Doc-

| B. Brown, and endarsed lkny James lleea

accordingly lent him, but took ne note, topposition lines, an agreement, of which
that is one of the avowed objects enter-
ed into between two large companies of
contractors, each running those addition-
al lines, and each in the receipt of very
nd large extra allowances, appears. to have
’ t.  This also was | heen made with the approbation of the
promise L and some time IIHEI'. ilbﬂlﬂ Ti!npnrtnwnt.. and ﬁlml among 1ts mnh?vc;,
Mr. Brown {to be safely kept and officially enfore-
'} one clavee it*binds the contracs
g L ting parties, undera penalty, to !rams-
:ﬂinn{’:n'lnpll?ﬁnfm 'lt‘ll‘lg “-li;;:::{]-qu m;hitl.i:lport N0 passengerseige lessithan a sii-
Belore the bomriTiatRetins: FiI AH pulated price. 1t also binds them to-use
I nmittec, that.at that time | their eflorts to pul down an opposition
ie had not the required sum of money line w hich appears to be established oul
al cmn'mnml hpl tlnt!t'lhiit}]{ lo raise ity & one of their routes, and not fo receive
avm)nlmj_-:‘ly did raise it by means of any passengers who shall have been carri-
drafts, l.l}me draflts were two in num-!ed any part of the rvoule in an opposilion
ber, for fifteen hundred dollars each,'coach.

drawn by Samuel R. Slaymaker on 0. |

of no one but themselves, At another

Brown asked Slaymaker il he

the usual rate of interest.

Your commillee have caused a copy
ol this agreement to be appended to this

10 and  §99.  The report pro-
ceeds to say that M. Brown also was| run by James Reeside, from
mistaken, that there were in fact several l‘hilmlelphizl to Pittsbureh, ata
olher bids, and that as soon as this was yearly allowance of il
made known to the Postmaster Gener.

3,150

*

40,150

lncr.easmg the compensation on
:lns route fromn $3,250, yearly,
0

that his contraet should be reduced to the
amount at which it would have been fixed
had he known the other bids at the —
time it was arranged. The ftime at|  The above are but a foy out of the ma-
which'tiiis discovery was made, and the' ny contraclts held by James Reeside and
notice given notbeing named in (e re-| others, his partners! The allowances in
port of the Postmaster General, your!the above cases, beyond the amount ol
committee inquired of him on that sub- | their open bids and fair and leeal cons
ject, and lle_ staled that. it took place af-|teacts, is 62,816 dollars and 78 cents a
ter he l'e'cen'fnl the befure menlionmll)"e:\r;'ﬂnmunling, during the continuance
:nfarmal inquiry from a member of the'of their contracts, to the enormous sum
comr:mtice. : of 249,267 dollars and 12 cents, given to
" Itis proper lo a'd that other inquiriml Ih-em confractors by the dep?lrlment,
nfor, without advertising and without competi-
been tlerefore amended without ehjec-| tion.

tion; anJ your committee cannot sesist| The amount of thoss allowances were
the conclusion that the lesitation aggg{lt sometvhat reduced on the 15t of Decem-

1| =1
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showing his liability (o them, unless it be
the drafts which
Slaymaker says he (hinks he preserved,
but of which he does
certain.

lutely,

sidey and payable at ninety days date,—
They were negotiated at the VWestern
Bank in  Philadelphia, and sent to the
Pateiotic Bank in Washington Qity, for
collection. They were paid at ms:lurity

A E g o Rl 0 LR

three thousand doliars, at ninely days, K., !’F sl F
This draft was suffered to pass a day or
two beyond its maturity, without pay<| BanrooN Ascexsioni=—The Philadel-
ment, but on the 18th of July it was paid | phia United States.Gazelte gives the fol-
out of the proceeds of a draft drawn by |Jowing aecount of -Me. Mirrs’s” ascen-
Samuel R. Slaymaker, on James Reeside 'sion in that city on Thursday alternoon
tor two thousand dollars, and one thou- |thes@Bth ultsr e *
sand Jollars in eash paid by Slaymaker, | Oneof the most beauliful balloon as-
and O. B. Brown at the same time, drew.[ecensions which we have ever witnessed,
on .lh*eaidn for twy thousan dollﬂrs!wnq effected yesterday afternoon, by Mr.
which drafts were sent to the Bank of | Mills, a young and enterprisingz resident

report, and they unite in the opinion,
’Ihat as an acty countenanced, encour-
|;1g‘ed or sanclioned by the department,
or any of its officers, it isyin the above
mentioned particulars, an unjust invasion

Maryland for collection. It nppears,of’ﬂalli:mm, and unquestior.ably one of
that neither Reeside nor Slaymakerdhe most [earless antﬁ skilful mronauts
made any charge or kept any memoran-|who haveever ascended fromthis city.
da of these transactions; that they hdve | At the hour -announced -for the coms
no nofe or acknowledgement of Brown, [mentement of “the preliminary epera-
fions, the ground began toassume a busy
aspect, and every subtequent moment
| brought a congiderable increase of spec-
not profess 10 be|tators. e regret, however, to observe,
He neverthicless deniea abso- fthat the location was of yery injudicious
that it was intended as a douceur iselection, and that the area fenced in
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were taken up, which
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©Maryland State Archives, msa_sc2940_scm11030-0697.jpg

tin 2 oon, and in some time aff,.

a

ilot “was detached for' the purpose of
n r’-b:“?ffi'nirig the direction of the ‘Ii'vim;;!l
About 2, e%eleck, another messenae; o,
ther “direetor was detached, and ..
bout. 4. 0%¢lock the necessary inflation of
the ®life bearing” pilzrim of the ajr WAy

lappreaching to completion, and curipsi.

ly seémed to have, on this n{‘lﬂlkint\, ol
lectéd her votaries in numbers inealeyla.
ule. " "A little after 4 o’clock, Mr. Mille
| went into the car, and, in a few minutes,
l}ua necessary ml‘juutm!'nt of Cnr:l-:, Xe
Having been perfected, ascended in a
mostimposing and successful manner -
f-'.];he coolness and Fr'!r-pnﬂqr*ﬂiun PViI!F:Ilt
fnﬂ'ery movement of JAfr. M. prepara-
tory, or immediately subsequent to the
ascent, were pel'(.'ﬂptih‘l- to every specla-

IOI', nml the Si;{,hf Was :1!fuj::-[|wl. one of

the most beautiful which we have. for 2
fonig period, witnossed in Philadelphia.
AsiMr. Mills is not a native of Philadel.
hiﬂ, it isto be hn!lf‘:l that he will not
éﬁalisﬁcd with this his first P-\Z]“.‘I‘l'tr]p“:
amongst us, as his skill, tact, knowlelep
enterprise and sell~possession, are ”II!"\_.'
of recent introduction, to our observa.
tion"but fhat he will favor us with an.
other exhibition of his xrostatie excel.
not doubted, that a
more liberal patronage will favor
enterprize. It should have
edythat the balloon, in a few minut. s af.
ter ifs ascent, crossed the Delan \re in
the direction of Camden, and it is not
eXpC ted that the [:.' wce of Me. Millss do.
scent can be ascertained with corre e
Ness, lmimt'u 1or 11 o’clock this day,

L] —— - -

|'!"Jr] [j!!',Jr“h

g . - XL
I hf‘. nnnr—xnl 1s Mr. :"'EII.H" OWN ate
count of his voyage:

ph:lﬂf[f’lh’t;{t. YTl June, afierno

' - . 'l ' ‘ ' arPe TR L are e ' @31 1 . ' \ f y 7 : | vy § 'y R 4 1' b
leéside is the contractor fou the trans-|on the most careful inquiry by your com-)stages theie, are conyenient only for the| = Wade’s Hotel, 4th; aboyve Market.
transporiation of passengers; and, whene| |

J\t 5“‘.]! li[ll_:'--li'ﬂl]'r“l‘.'lfili € 89 ooy +‘I .
Barometer 80. 1. I'hurs :
after 41 P. M. every thing being preparved
I et the cord aQd bezan my :n._-l.l;l:_“_
Btrin; rather heavily ballasted.

1, L s 48 i
AV, S Minutes

By thereport of the 3d of March, 1831 [transportation, is received by Reeside |Uividual'enterprise, serve the interest offloon rose a first slowly, and passing at
the contract is sfated at twice a day,and|and Slaymaker, a moily each, and dis.|the travelling public, as well, and per-{no_great height over the city, I was

the annual compensation (Doe, 133, p. |

enabled to observe to arraneement ot
thie streels, und to see tho
houses covered with people; so that jt

rootls ol the

them on the 5th of Mav 1833, and-no |itional mails,are sustained by enormous!seemed (o me asif the whole population
|vere on the roofls and in thae streets. [n

The monopoly set up by the establizh-| passing over the city, I threw out some

printed verses, and discharged some bals
last,

Tlil’] ])lfi:lﬂ'.l?f" |1!:"!E1:ff l] ATl ﬁ_:r:‘*ﬂ‘ﬁ.n'ﬁ
sight, glittering like a pure and unruilled
mirrory, and fuil of boats. Several stean
boats were in sight, |

After passing Camden a consideralle
distance, at 4 hours 35 minutes. found t'1e
thermomeler 81 degrees, & the barymeter
27, Atthistime the view of the ~ ntrv
e heauti v ) 0 'i
and villages and  STTEAMI P oy .
pect of an elegantly colored ma;.. lin-
mediately after making my obsen valions,
[t.’l“f‘il il l’llﬁ;_:!lifh't‘ltl l"n}tlr|, nf‘:ll':\f on
a level with the ball on, at |
lance. It was fleecy, while
like a vast volume of cuile | & owrealioed
sfeam,

At 4

L Sliew,or

i)

A5 min. tem. 80 .

At 455 do do. T3 e, do

At 5.5 do. do, T'M’.;"_‘. (o 2 1.8
& ’ . . i
Ill]i WwWas HIE Eli_'_:_l‘.f s{ l‘!'.' vation reac .,

: {: L t L] 'I .'1 . h " 1 . 1 |
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of twwo miles fromthe earthe It was lias

possible, at this height, to distingnish

hﬂ‘ I L9
"Hid "

i
larzest houses, from olher objects, the
houses ol ordinary size could not be ceen

Wy e 1 V' i gyoe 4
at all; and the little streams seem to ha
slender silver threads, windine alone tha
dark green carth. The woods wers

dark green, ard the l'ghter oreen of the

‘1helds had a tinee of vellow,

At 5 'lt}tll':, 10 I:'liiillli”f.. h‘:’:’ll?:"'r‘;lff!""‘:
74 degrees, barometer 22.7. I was
lowered thud far by letting ot gass, for
L could not see a head on account of th
clouds floating before me, and which,
being walted by the same wind, could not
be overtaken.

I could now see beneath these clouds,
at what 1 supposed to be a moderate
distance, a long narrow stripe of ocean,
and lilougllt i1t lnnrlt*nt to come down
more rapidly because the accelerated ve-
IOL'H_y of the motion led me to perceive
an—inerease  of wind, and |
reason to deead beine carried off to sea.

At 5.25, thermometer 77 dey, barome-
ter 27. To descend rapidly became ab-
solutely necessary, for I was near to the
U“]}’ cpin [lhlw to hu fCen :hl;r-.i'] tri‘
me, all beyontd was a great forest, ap-
parently extending to the ocean. As
the balloon came near to the earth., the
l'ﬂ[lil”}' ﬂiHin:‘: nhiﬁr'in, and the roaring
noise of the wind, now heard for the first
time, assured me of a ditheult landine.—-
L threw out an anchor into a field of
long marsh grass, but althovgh it enught,
the fasleuin_g was torn away by the bals
loon when it paused for a moment, and
fal} the pressure of the wind. The
swinzing anchor, arrested by a dead (ree,
was drawn up to its limbs, and cateline
hotd there tore away the whole top of the
tree, aud came with it to the ground, and
then tore away the broad side of the car,
leaving me no support on that side. As
soon as I lost the anchor, the balloon
dragged me along, sometimes touching
the earth, sometimes bounding forty or
fifty feet into the air. Saplings, dead

hl—

| ]

eave me

{rees and stumps intervened, and were

either overthrown or threw me up again
into the"air. T'wo reasons kept me by
the balloon—1 was unwilling to lose it,
and the rapidity ofthe motion made es-
capedangerous. Atlengih as I came near
L cedar gwamp, | was compelled tochoose
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