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in ignorance,
It appears that his early life was char

HOUSE OF DELEGATES.
De. WILLIAMS'S REMARKS

On the bill to incorporate The Thomps
sonian JYational Infirmary.

Mr SPEAKER,

Being entirely unaccustomed to publie
speaking, and feeling inadequate to do
that Justice to the subjeet under consi-
deration, which woull have been done it.
by those whose scats | am sorry to see
unoccupied, it is with great reluctance
that 1 tise on this floor, in the mulst of
those who have =0 often entertained, and
who are so able fo entertain this house
with their eloquine’, to present in my
feeble manuer the views [ entertain in
regard to it. But ascne of the commit-
tee to whom this bill was reterred and
who concurrel, both, in the conelusions
and Jetails of the report presented by
the very infelligent highsminded; and
honorable chairman, | feel bound i duty
to the majority of that committee, in duty
to the citizens of my state, and in duty
to my own opinion (o say somes
thing or attempt to say something,
in support of that report.—<What
sir is the subject now before this|
house? It isa bill toincorporate certain
men. their assorciates, and successors 1o

practice the healing art on the Thompso-

qualities and names of plants, the othe

which hasno doubt been well cherished
the world i1s indebted for
| Syslem.,
the peculiarities of his early years, li

Lald and reckless
human life and
attempted the practice of
healing art,

most
wilh
ovVer

experiment
happiness tha

Sir, I shall not attem)t to ex;oce al

ous absurdities ol this pretended systen
for several reasons., One 1s they
entirely too numerous and the time o
another 1s

ted ; as a system,

and serious refutation

ol its principles,
pose some ol its errors and absurdities,

assumed facts. First, that the
body is composed of four elements, earth

) . . . . .
nian System. Is this sir, the real subject, | water, fire and air, that earth and water Ip-l :H “”“w[”lﬂ -m“h Il I,',m? I,H.I] - l.h::
or, is there not something behind the cur«|form the solids, and fire and air, q}"l”_” Tr the i _""':'_"? i
tain? s this merely intended for the|give life and motion. Second, that ”“'r"'._' e "';”l'-q"m“ 1.".';:“ 1'“1"? .
bennefit of the few individuals who|heatis life and cold is death. Third organization and diseise which e have

the same and
Fourth, that

that all constitutions are

come here and apply for this act of in
all diseases are the same.

corporation, and to be confined within _
the limits of Baltimore? Do not these|cold produces all diseases.
men get paid for their medicine, and their OI)JI‘UCHOH prolmluc'es all
services. Tam sure they may seil as|Sixth, that all diseases are to be cured

much medicine as they chose & obtain a<|by the same remedy.
much as they can sell. This in my|verisa friend of the human sys'em and
humble opinion is not the'principle ohject|not an enemy. [ am well aware,
Itis sirto obtain legislative san=tion, to|how difficult itisto present these errors

Obfﬂiﬂ a characler for their 5‘_\'!(!"“1.— _ : : : ol
And what sir will be the consequencas of | true I:;,:;ht. even, belore thius inteliizent
¥ Vo uo - pw- sl -0 ‘!

nassing this bill’ This leaislatu. . s illjascembly <0 Quow HaL lore
have said. virtually, to the citizens of this
state and to the weorld, we have examin-
ed this subject, and have compared this
Thompsonian System, with that which is
denominated the regular scientific systen
to practice which it is required by the
laws of this state that all practitioners
shall have pursue:l a certain course of
preparatory studies, and have obtained
from competent judges such testamoni«
als of their acquirements and qualifica-
tions, as will aflord some security to the
community against imposition. {(And
here siv, / wish to impress on the minds y W
nf[hg 1]]0”]'_)9[’ of Ihig IID{I‘-E' lh;‘]t [hj-. cases, to Otrl.'[' Ill.ll mnsuit to human underes
provision was not intended for the bene- | “}1”1'|_i”:.! and intellizence. 'h to the
fit of any privileged order of men, but to| first 151(1'1_“}‘ ﬂ‘_"‘-ilml'llﬂ”. every intelizent

rotect society and advance the science|or scieatific individualy kKnows that in-
of meilicine.)' And having thus examin |stead ol the human body being composed
ed and compared those systems, we
are prepared to say, that the Thompso

e

consideration, who are acquainted with
all those established faets, and posseses
that information which would at once
render those errors, Inconsistences, and
absurdities apparent, I am weli aware,
/that, the very name and prefention to

which philosophy and logic do not pos-
sess over the minds and opinions ol those
who cannot understand. Lo attempt
to show the absurdities of this svstem by
logical reasouing, would be in many

ence has proved to the worlld, that it s
nian e#ysfem is a distinel and p-Irt'{',i composed of almost fourtimes four eles
gyglﬂnh adequnie lo meet all the ‘-;”;;w.'. Hl{'hl'-; l_fi:ll ﬁi]lﬂlﬂ of those lﬂlllt !*1 were
il."lilll"ﬂ.il.nlls ol dhisease and worthy }*n”r!{}Hf‘f‘,‘ believed ciementary principies gre
confidence and ll:lt.’l’_”lil;':f‘_ .q“*‘ ”;;.ip,-;rmnpnunnls, ntf'l that (.l'.ht'l.f- are ”“[}. (he
the influence of this legislative rm'nm-fi‘i”'_'_'(”l”“”ﬂ ol H‘-rﬂ”"_r or the mere resuit
mendation, which will be trumpeted ol life and organization. As to the dis-
forth to the world as such, and, deluded|covery, ”li?t.hl‘.ll s i:l(?..lrl'[ coid death,
by the boasting and specious, but falenithie BroBositicn **r*f**'!f 'S -’1‘-’1“”-1, It
aretensions of this system, hundreds of | be meant ”'-"E h‘f"t 1S ”-”r primary causc
our virtuous and really well disposed ei- of life, and if this be so, 1t 1s only neces-
tizens will be nduced to leave those|sary to preserve healthy and protract
peaceful & innocent employments whicl ' auman rxiut--:u'v to an indeflinite length,
they are now pursuing, and to which they | 1o confine manin a warm and well re

are hetter fi'ted both ty nature and edu-| gulated temperature and give him nume
cation, to enter upon the practice ol the | ber six or red pepper.  “Inat cold pro

healine art.  And sieynot only these, but | duees all diceases is another tundamens
numb reswhocar2 not whattney do,whe tal prineip'e ol this system,  Cold un

”Il‘l' evilor ;_:nl}-! llul' railiy en v e tifute inf doublediv.is a vi ry L uii{ .: SOUuree ol (1%
| | worth : eaze, but it 1s not the univer<al cause —
wWho ean rat~e inwenty dolav tyra {iom- Heat also o luces disease ot the most
character, amdl I have no

jatelligonee, cood sense, or mar

sontan Beovlk. whichiseea'lv 1 one pes | threatemng

METHIAS Tthl' 'f‘i.:"r”],“ii’lxu'.l{'l.'.'liﬂ-:‘]” l'!l si1i thal I € arn lull A ]l-!;t‘nt
{aoe I"." i 1-|-!Il b1\ -th-l s ]ill':!l'llfl i‘\"h 'H'I*. or "*'nlﬂ', s SOoon Aas il
ﬁ I I the p 11 b large pnothion o 1: |'4 ﬂ."ﬂil'-ﬂ.*lt V1 l‘U.rl“i 'I!"i'l'tl_‘,' Ii;II] I“.i.'}l
Ot o 18R - s W I !';_;F" 1HR W [V~ L *I. or lrcezoe i o 'L'-"il"f- ll 'S '-E-
l'.lp]th :1‘1‘1' P ;1 L3 B H;l W | 'Ii'lij'-.lﬁ.lff‘l {hial -!i-:lLi HHons ot l"“-iﬂ;} Ill‘g-
wll ANESEL R TR TV S TN ) {11 thiee s tor th ‘IF:;-,..,-_ “T'his 1s not '--il_f-l e NT ””.V ”:,, Case.
awfnl  cxperimen! whieh  wil rm*i| But | <hiould ruther Ihm‘:{. J. sease s more
tainly  bhe m e, Pass  thes  law, | rAquentlv the cause ol obstructions,—
a¢ ALYy S chi lawy and you may l!I‘I*-'EI, [very orgzanin the human body lLias a

such a one [or every county an the u!:\'-;f funttion, or duty 1f1 pe |1H"'I‘.’I. and as, ev-
ery orzan 1s subjeet to disease, when
angrzan isin a state ol diseasa, no 1a-
tiogal being con suppose that its ordina-
ey function will not be suspended or im-

Sir, the exciting
& predisposing causes of disease are 'oo
numerous to be Lere detailed, Kvor
ph}'sii‘ﬁl azent which operates npon u-,
as wellas numeroas others,as the eanses

for what geason or jnshice w ould there be
in denving those inestimable advantages
{o nqu;ar' which hiave been extended to o~
thers. Now, sir. what is this system for * |
which we are called upon to say so much, perfectly performed
to recomnmend so strongly? [s it wor-
thy of such commendation? How many
of us known any thinz about it, either
practically or theorctically? |

Sir, I have this system, if a evstem |of small POX and (‘Imlf‘!‘:n, the int:mate
it ean be called, and believe I have!nature ol which are mir‘ruf..ahh', an
spent as lonz a time, perhaps a longer [which we only know I_I_v their mrﬂ:m-
time, in studying it than the learned, and|choly ellects, produce lll‘il‘ﬂ"-lf‘. ~ And sir,
no doubr, sir very skilful & successful a«[the cause ol disease may exist m_lhelhu-
geat, from whom I obtained it thought|man system itseif from the constitution-
necessary, 1o qualify me to enter upon|al defects, and thus the zerms of disease

acterized by two very remarkable dispos
sitions, one was a curiosity to learn the

an unconquerable repugnance to work
& I very much suspect sir, that it was to

the latter of these remarkable dispositions

his admirable
But whatever may have been

alter life has proved him to be one of the

the

the errors, inconscistences, and preposters
are

this house is to precious to be thus wass
whatlever
claims some ol the remedies used may
pos=ess, it 1s too contemptible to require
a general, or to he honored with a grave
But for the in-
formation of this house I will notice some

It professes to be founded on therse
human

¥ifth, that
diseases,— |

Seventh, that fes |
I, |
inconsistences, and absmidities 1o their |

fowat us who have directes aur mind to
the investigation of the subject under

sirnphﬂ'it}'. possessesa talismanic charm, |

of four elements, anahizing hand of scis |

n you to expell the cold.

stomach, and what js the remedy?
yoa are stuffed with

%

ted or encourage,
opposed.

for one moment believe. Sir,

-

\

( |ment equally as various.

ther agent, which from its physical or
chemical qualities, has occasioned a vio-
lent inflamation of the inner courts of the
Why
cayenne pepper.
| steamed, and puked (o dislodge immagi-
nary canker and cold, This system tells
us that all constitutions are the same,
and that all diseases are to be cured by
the same remedy, and that fever is a
riend of the human system, and n5t an
enemy, And of course, should be promo-
instead of resisted or
That all constitutions are the
same, is what no infelligent being can
human
constitutions, are as various as human
forms & dispositions, & liableto as great a |
\'.Ilii'lf of diseases, and rpquire a |rp;1[.||{‘flltlt'ﬂtml by men of the llt‘i;hf{‘ﬂt Q-
This doctripe | n1us, most brilliant talents. and of moral |
other things in

| —— -

- — —

RDAY MORNING, APRIL 4,

— —

e | knowledge of the human system, the !the Thompsonian, he tells you your diq-lv”, political, or religious devolted to the

liseases to which it is subject, the prin- |case is produced by coldyandin the de-
ciple remediate agents which have been |lirium occasioned by a violent inflamas
of tion,and may give you a puke and steam
Or suppose you
it will IThope, at least he conceded to have taken powdered glass, or any o-
me, that 1| ought to know something of
This system
the name ol

ADVERTISEMENTS I'l‘hornpion. who according to his own

narative. was horn in obscurity and bred

best interests of mankind, studious to
betterthe condition and to promote the
happiness of their fellow aen, at once.
among the most useful members and
brightest ornaments of society Sir,
it 1s as wide as the whole ranze of hu-
taan knowledee and human experience.
It embraces all that is known, or ever
has been known, of diseases. It includes
in It"t l".‘{llﬂ!“!ptl arme, eypr}' I‘PI]‘IC!I_}'.
whether of the animal, mineral, or ve-
getable kingdom, that a beneficent Pro-
vidence has heen pleased to bestow on
the world, and which experience has
proved capable of relieving disease, or

Lhis, T contend, is the only rational sys-
Now, then, compare this system, found-
ed on establislied facts. philosophic res

search, and the exper.ence ol two thou-

improving on the attainments of the past,

worth, & conscious of the high respon-

milizating the sutfrings of m.mkin-l.——;

i oo , o bl
tem ol medicine. ) who has felt the genial influence

sand years—each successive eoneration | ditton of the Ho!tentot., or

e

| sanction and approved the Thomnsoni-

f . _ | *ause of de
‘.m system, and have decided in its fa. .

ath vpon natural princi
rtlf-‘ Caleepe p prIHCIp'e!i

and effeet are in themselves,

vor. bn{'.‘lhut any intelh;:vr[t physician “In this case l would o
or scientilic man, that is perfectly sane, of pyopy dm’}' * | would ask the christian
however willing he may be to acknow- sithian | omination, what God, here

Her gave or ftook away life? Was
€re any God in the case abstract from
® cause herey given? Or what soul or
Spiit went out at death, except the heat

or n1ture, which caused life and breath
Uivisy sir, is a Snec

| ledge that some of the remedies use |, an t]
some of the means empioved, .re valua- ! 11,
rhh". and may In_ many case be successe
fully applied, which [ do not denv, can

recognize thisas a new & distinet svstem : :
of medicine, peifect in itself, and tniw'r- which you are calle l-“”ﬂﬂ i o
ble, ns it prolesses to be of answerinz all [ to the “.mim i ulf_.n t.D recommend
the various indications of disease, and! b ! ' K8 @mination from thet

e

L an | Tt : 2t genius : :
ﬁlllftlﬂ'l Ii.qn I]‘Fl”l‘llil\_"ii l:'i l‘il"—'ph*}ﬂ ]‘;‘ 1 Iﬂ]']“i'.” lﬁ ]Ipuj‘ 'lol ‘t‘llll‘:!] SCIEHCH Bﬂd
' T3 ' . 7 inage o
buses, and absurdities, I hold to be ute ! commnlnin o COTE! '0_1' A newand
? i]ll.l L ¢ 'I.} -..{.!'-':] ﬂi l]]f_‘[llrl‘ne‘

terly impossible.

o And |
|!J.I U:}tHi ”H'.'

. - i ‘ ;I:_ k. - .
Siry tell me of the man who isacanain- . peysician, the scientifie

: i ! Jriman plidosophers, t! >} :
tf‘tl “*llll t]’;] i\il\.*.]ﬂtﬂ:i‘i ni 'll'b-l:l.l:!"l ]rt 3 "-.“II..‘_. !t ' F ' L] tleOIDTIﬂn! ar'{l dll
Ll ™ J ail LY SO, Hllnnre a“d im_

of the | prove by (h 1 '
prove by the lesson. I will trouble the

“"'t't ol science ant {asted - :

A : X asted the pleasures Hhgeen wit!

. b \ 110 Vil l} |[ ' » B

: ' . . : : . L OHe

ol truly relined society, preferring the | this frothe . more extract from
- 8 L i " i) :-

destitute, barbarous, an | benightod con- | “The eflect
i . e L

- -

: f ?‘r!!*‘f.:ug meeline
| " | , ) ,:l native ol Arre wo nen ,f_f‘;;,*,"f;f {l!!ff:! f”\ rh b n.-“.
some of the South Sea Islan's,  Tell me  of their husbande: W ‘ ¢ “l Sénce
. . . \ i o wiP WY PUI "OMmMaoer - ’
ol the skillful and experiencel mariner, | vl g iegan o omen are .;.li.oned
who has oflen ¢l [,':J’ A night meetings, for the
BLUIEBAINA T, ‘Ll v N PR 4 .
| PRTpost el having the priest prayz for their

seen the ocean wrough

of fevers like many rorth. '!illtn mountain waves by the tvrant storm.! souls nnd vardon thoele o - :
this system, is not new.—-It pre. sibilities under which they acted, witl and who knows that dangerous shoals | :1'1171;; s &i 'T.f‘“-lr g bt ‘?‘MIG st
vailedl in the very iufancy of the | the erroncously predicated, absurdly sus<|and rocks lay hid beneath its surge, | él-JHI' l..]-1+~: i:‘f"‘l”ri-llllrm‘nm s 5
[{medical science and gave rise to a(tamed, imperfect system of Thompson; | throwing away hLis compass, Lis quas [ the pries will be et of (o pe
| Lie priest will be left at the door, as in

consequences.
[ |voneous theory and

under a higuly stimulating
[tacked were saved.

rur't-?

posterously absurd.
expect of the supeistructure,

exposed

-

At has been used in domestic

‘from the

trv, and o! course does not exclusive's
‘helonz to the '

L he ark nf lilP root of D

ll'-l. Tlllil a tew other common 11 yrmmestic,

old woman remedies, th mo-st ol
are, and have been in use where Thomp-
son’s hook was never seen,

and enters largely into

H'hil'h

frmoutr numbers; one, two, there, {our.

five and six, as well as into alinost cv
ery proscription,

' Then, sir, the principles which we

have noticed, the monstroas naotions o!

disease, and those remediate agents, with

slander foul abuce, & misrepresentations
of regularly educated physicians and
their systemy Hlogica! and nonsensical
reasoning amd prepostervus absardities,
mincled with sentimenats ol atheism and
h[nlihmny‘ an attack upon the sacied
'priesthood and religion, and a foul re-
leetion on the femal: character, which
alone would entitle the author to the uni-
versal contempt ol mankind, constitutes

this much famed system.

F Now, sir, let us see what isthe nature
of, and what constitutes the rezular sci-
sutitic system of medicine, Sir, it is
but the recorded experience of ail those
who, in every age, have devoted their
time and talents to the study anu obsers
vation of diseases aud their cure. [t
embracesan intimate acquaintance with,
or knowledge of,the anatomy of the hu-
man system—all the ereans whieh com-
pose it their connections and relations
to each other, their various functions,

{ e

svoiptoms which

practice similar to this; and which In
' | many diseases produced the most fatal
The influence of this er-
siilar practices
was peculiarly evident in the small pox;
treatment
scarcely one half of those who were at-
Bat what is the res
sult of the present systematic plan of
Sirit has been met by science
and philesophy, and not one ecase inten | system ol medicine?
and practice, and ex- lonan average 1s now lost,

The principle are Liobelia,or

Steaming.it is well known is not new:|computed that Luman existence has |
practice
earliest periods. is common to
barbarian nations, was found in use a- cine hasbeen denounced as founded npon
mong the aboriginees ol our own coun-|th ory and .-npf:t‘n‘-.i‘!ulll-

th}llllﬂlhlll!l '-I}'E'{_'fnl..__
vay or Myitle
'bhash, the Hemlock bark, white Pond,
[.i”_ﬂ.’, Peach Kiornels, “.ltinhurr_)' [.eal

lulf-l.lv'idn. have wandered far

the organization of the hvman bhody
who never saw one half the discases
which afflict our race or one tenth of
the remediate agents which have been
found sueccessful in the relief and cure ol
disease and decide belween them:

What sir, has been the result of (he
cultivation and practice of the scientific
1)iseases which

some
enfireiv, others almost ent'rely, robbedl
ol that terror, by which, with more un-

cringZ  certain'y, thev

weaken and render more delicate the hu« |

man constitution, subjectinz itto diseas- |
es wiich were formerly unknown, it is|

‘|

| yeais,
This 13 a ns-

'l.ﬂ{;

From settled facts and i e known op-
t'r I[l"'l Ur 'flu I;llvﬂ |'|!r l}‘l'”r,'\' P\ P."-\' nn

nation of the cause, intimate nature, and
influence of what is brought undier his

ohservation;and other things heing equaly
the man ot intellizence, whois acqguain-

With Cay-|ied with the facts and experience ol oth-
enne Peppery, which by the by sir, 15 the
most important remedy of the whole,
mo-t of tho:e

ers in relation toany sabjecty 19 mur{‘!
r 1;,1‘}- to he correc . Ftis true, siry that
many men, under mistaken and enthusi-|
iIstie NOoLionaes, anxious to advance the s¢i- |
, or ambitious of fame, departing |
{orm those settled rules or lawse for the
vivineemoent ol science, philosophic in-
and legitimte
into the
unpro [u;q-!]\'n' " ':Tf]hﬂ {?rﬂp:"f‘!lt 1tion .'llli]
Y et, sir,
aronciples and settled facts of the nedi-
cal scienee, the application of those set-
which it is cultivated,

wih the touch stone ol caulious f.‘i[lf"li- |
ment.in the hands of scien'ihic intellis
vont, conseientious men, Like the r !]n-r-i
er's lurnace, have H";Hll'ilh'b! the 'l!l'nl‘i*ill
from the mass presented, and il any pure
has been found, added it to the|
stock previously possessed,—and it only |
the fact thatall was error, that alon? is|

e2lee

vestization, and sound

hypothess. those established

(] |

1o rules under

voll
=y

cecure mankind.

Sir, it has been attempted to repell
the imputation of quackery and imnis
riciem contained in the report,
[ have proved to the satisfaction of I‘\'P-I
ev individaal in this house, and if I have

aws which govern or regulate their| 1 |
action in health and disease, and the!own respon-ibility as a member of soci

denote the l]x'-f‘-,'lhi‘l:ll‘h'. without the fear of successful con:
condition ol each of those Orrans, 5-1{1:*.1 i*‘fld:],”lﬂt (his n_nff-m isa boastlial
far as has heen :I-H‘il'f;lini'r!; the history prr"r'uh.l?l fo what it does not PDOSSPES,
ol every disease whieh is known, 1hp.‘|-'lrnl it affects to teach what its anthor!
It‘.l'u‘ii'*rll' symptoms, their origin nl‘inr‘u‘r understood, and is ealealated, ”“‘1
Canse, theie (retiment, the success of the [ der the specious pl'P?l‘u!inn of srrnpfiri- l
plans or means which have been used Ir~.':1n'1 unr-rli_n‘.! certainty, f.” il“ﬂﬂ"f-’ on
for their enrey, with the viws ol those uimln large portion of mankind

not, I here assert on the l'vnlurnﬂtlri!it}-i
it a member of this house, and on my

and il

cave theie istory, and the history of all [this Joes notstamp it with the charac’er !

the remediate arrnis which have
been known,—no matter where prodaced
or found, whether in the fertile rezions
ol Asia, the l.i;h'}' cultivated soil of c1vil.
zed Foovope, or in the wilderness of our
awin Ameriea =no matter where apph..
e, whetherin the gawudy chambhers of
ro a'yyorthe humble cottage of the pea
V=—=na anatter by whom discovervd
vl use i whether by the ignorant, dar-
nZe and desperate quack, or by the in-
feilivent, {‘n*rl]nnt, and conseientions
This, sir. constitutes the sci-

entific system of medicine. It is hased
and founded on established facts philoso-
phy, and experience. Ithas been cul-
tivated, and is still cultivated by cuch
men Hipoerates, (alen, Herveyv, Svid-

|

piﬂ.'ﬂi.'i AN,

the very important and highly responsi-|are often planted before the first breath
ble duties of a physician; that was about|of life is drawn. A hh.m' ou the head,
a week. And now, sir, as a matter of|or the long continued influence of the
course, having had this work a much lon-|rays of the sun, may. :\nd_ will produce
ger time, and previously posessing some an inflamation of the brain. Seund for

enham, Cullen, Ilunter, Bell, Brouis-
sais, Lannee, Baudeloek, and our
own immortal Rush and Physick, men
who have been, and are s!ill to be found
in every department of life, whether ci-

|
cver

|

ol q ackerv, the commori accentation of
the wortd 18 Incorrect, and, sir, 11 Ih".l
entire independence and ignorance of, |
and contempt for all past experiente.
‘n an author, and the establishment ofa|!
svslem upon his own limited experience ]
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