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Revrigion purifies the Heartand teaches us our Duty— Morality refines the Manners—

- __ ————— — “* *m-‘“-——-— — - ———
-

W g

""-—--____._

e —
o S il

il == 8

Agriculture makes us Rich, and Politics provides fot the enjoyment of all.”
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—————eeees—————m  been brought upon the trade of the coun- by which he there binds himself with so)dency of the United States I
_ : need not
B3I IR 2 DLY ry by the breaking up of banks, and the {much frankness and sincerity; and as({dwelh “They are familiar 10 us all, as

BY THE

REV, DR. J. SPENCER,
St. Michaels Parish, Md.,

ON THE DEATH OF PRESIPENT HARRISON, people have been thrown out of employ- | the confidence of his friends, and quieting
ment by the embarrassments of commer- |the fears and disarining the opposition of | whether it does not distinctly appear from

¥

LaMm. v. 16.

lpmsluli.‘m of ceedit.  If a man has mo-
(ney. or capital, it is absolutely dangerous |sider the address itself as nothing more
lto nsk it any where. or in any business,

jor in any hands. Not only thousands ot | meaning or object than that of increasing { reins of government,

May | not be

cial men, but many, especially such as| his enemies, it may be well to see how | the facts which you have heard, briefly

'be a truly wise and good ruler, who is not | ;zation of our government—for on that

. \ 'a man of prayer.
some persons might be disposed 1o con- |also aré those of bis inauguration, and his | them: that ssk b

removal from us, just une month, wanting | most | kings th -
than so many words, without any other|a few hours, afle{- he had assumed thfl g e il veediodig relgned.’nf SUPDSARAER: 5 1 Be S B

_ !prel’erence to any other favor, in order
permitied now to nsk,

- THR CROWN Is FALLEN PROM OUR
MBAD: WOE UNTO Us, THAT WE HAVE

are least able to help themselves have '
been reduced to slarvation. FEven some

far the general tenour of his life accords | as they have been stated, that our late

with his inaucural declarations.

SINNED!

‘The death of a chief magzistrate of this
reat nation, while an incumbent of his
igh and dignified office, is an occur-

rence, which may well excite solemn re-

flections in the breast of every individual

over whom his authority extended. No
such occurrence has ever taken place
before; the nation has never had occa.
10 lament the demise of any her
Presidents while in power, but President
Harrison’s, they have all been permitied
to retire from the duties of their exalted

s101)

and responsible station, and to die, as ma

ny of them as are dead, in the calmness

and quiet of private life. [1 this consid-
eration there 1s something agreeable both
as it respects the person thus peaceably
leaving the noisy and turbulent scenes
of this world’s affairs, and also the nation
at large. Why it is thus agreeable |
need not take up your time in explaining,
since it will doubtless appear, and, [ trust,
distinctly, from the observations which
| ain about to lay befere you.
~ As we have mel together to express
our sorrow on account of the melancholy

event which has deprived the nation of

ite head, to sympathise with our citizens
al large in the loss we have sustained
and also to manifest our respect for the
deceased as the highest and most honor-
able officer in our country, the particular
object of my remarks shall be to show
the grounds upon which our sorrow anl
sympathy are demanded;orin other words

to explain 10 what manner the death of

(ien. Harrison 1& a great national e¢alam.
ity, in which as citizers of these United
States we are all concerned, and which
we onght deeply to lament. I sha!l then
conclude my acddress with some hints as
to the manner in which this occurrence
may be turned to a profitable account.
flaving thus stated mv subject, & given
you an idea of the partucnlar turn which
the discussion of it 1s ta take, [ shall here,
before | enter upon that discussion, take
the liberty to make an observation or two

to guard my meaning against misappre-
hension, and to prevent it from being
distorted to the purposs of unfriendly and
unfounded charges on the wcore of polis

of the Siates are almost bankrupt.—Their this as accurately and as satisfactorily as | as any man ever did the tule of a true
Internal Improvements, and banking { may be, I thall 1ake the liberty to state | patriot and a wise statesman? If brilliant
speculations have brought them to the the chiet circumstances of his career.lmilitary uchievements, producing great
verge of an abyss, from which nothing | They are as follows.

honor and benefit to the public, combined !

bat an appeal to the liberality of the peo- | Piesident Harrison was a native of the ! with civil services, of many years con-
ple in the shape of a tax can save them.

Consider again the vexatious excite-'year 1773. s father, Benjamin Harii. |it ie likely, not very profitable character

State of Virginia, and was born in the |tinuance, and of a most laborious, and, |

ment produced not long since by aboli- ' son wasaconspicuous member of Congress | to himself, can vindicate that title for anv
tionism. '
passed away. The monster is not dead;  ing one of the sighers of the famous Dec | it.
it only sleeps; and the slightest encour laration of lndependence, and an active
agement from persons in authority would | supporter of sll the easures which re. engaged in more baitles than any of lis
make its roar to oe heard from one end |sulted in the separation of this country
of the country 10 ihe other. It requires!from Great Britain. 1le zave his son the
a vigorous arm, and judiiious manage. | best education which the country could
ment to quiet its ravings: and [ may add | afford at that period, who, upon leaving |of tumu
that there 1s linle rea<on to hope the
country will ever be entirely secure from | Collegze in Virginia—in
the danger of its aseanlts, while the igno- | been trained for future uselulness and je-
rance and fanaticism which gave it birth, | nown, at tirst applied humself (o the study
meet with such favour and indulgence | of medicine. But before he had com-
every where. pleted hiz medical course, he abandoned

sonsider further the state of the coun< | lus stulies for the profession of arms.
try as, it regards its foreign relations. | He was induced to do this perhaps by
Thete are, just at this time, some,the exciteiment which prevailed through
nice and delicate questions pending be- | lhe country on  account of the [ndian

On the score of militarv achieves

soldier, whose life is passed in the midst

heir imiportance. Where a few years
ago not a solitary trace of civilization
was to be seen, where nothing met the

boundless prairie, or the solitaiv and
pathless Willerness, where no sound fell

tween these states and Great Usi'.-' war, which broke out in 1791, and which
ain; and in sellding thew it is ves|resulted so disastrously for the forces and [and the staring cries of wild beasts,

ry appareat, that the scales must bvfl'ame of Gen. St. Clair, e received

held by impartial and steady hands, oth- from Gen. Washington an ensign’s com-
erwise two of the most powerful nations ' mission, and  was ordered to join St.
in the world, nations strengly bound o] Clair’s army, bat (did not reach it in
e ch other by the ues of language, liter !lime} to participite mm the dangers and
ature and blood, will be plunged into misforiunes of the campaizn,  Under
all the horrors of war. That the mass of Gen. Wiyne, who was appoiated to tee

there no are great and Hlourishing ciues,
simling Belds and plentiful harvests, the
busy anfl unceasing hum of thronging

wnd enjo'ymonls of man in lus most pols
ixhed swipte; and chiefly, if not entirely
through the wisdom of Harrison.,  Shall

the poptlation—the intelligent popula- command ot the army the year {ollowinys, | we not, fherefore lameat Him as a patriol

he soon distingmshed himself,  For the [and statesman?  Since the death of Wash-
country are greatly opposed to war, and  part wlich he acted in the battle of My |ington. gone of our distinguished men
most sincerely deprecate its evils I tirm« ami, in which a  decided vietory was |liave had a juster elaim to that character;
ly believe.  The only ground of appre. gained over the Indians and thewr Can- [and 1 am fully convinced that no true-
hension is  that the 1wo governments, adian alies, he received the thanks of his nearted fmerican, of whatever party he

nay beg will refuse him those laurels
which hg won with such persevering and
aninng firmness and o1,

governments have often d ne, commander, and was promoted to th,
rank of captuin.  Shorily atter he was
placea in comnand of Fort Washingtan,

wiil, as
place themselves in such an awkward

That excitement has not yet!in the time of the Revolutionary war, be« [ human being, president [larrison deserves'

: | ' godiess, unworshipping ruler his eecret|sins among wue.
Cotemporaries, without ever having sus- influence, for the welfare of his Church
tained a flefeat; no slighit praise this for a | and the happiness ol his people.

their effects and bear ample testimony to|

view bul the lonely Indian wigwam, the | has to perform.

'“m- == =

Gop gives wisdom 1o |powst | do not pretend w0 be s judge; nor
When one of the’do I mean errors in the edministrafion

them: that ask him.

btness and usefulness of the measures
employed in the management of its con-
that he might manage the affairs of his)cerns. I mean two things; first, that oue
kingdom with uprightness and success., | public scts, although excellent in them-
(iop commended lis choice, and gave|selves, and the best perhaps that could
bim, besides the thing he asked for, both | Ye adopied, may not, aflter all, be suffi-

desired that heavenly treasure of him in

e | . : :
I'o do’mucll lameated president merits as ]usllyl long hfe and riches. luis a fair and scsip~ | ciently based upon religioue principle,

tural conclusion, therefore, that he hears|and therefore not acceptable to Gop; and
the voice of .rulers especially, when rais~ | secondly, that there may be opinions ot
ed in sincere and earnest supplication to|principles prevailing among the great
his throne; and that wise and salutary | mass of our countrymen on moral and
counsel will be vouchsaled to them, if}religious subjects, and practices growing
they fear and worship his blessed name, | out of those principles, which are viola-
and repose in him with confidenca and | tions of our duty to Gop, and positivel

hope. If his aid is not asked for, ot and greally displeasing to him. [ shall
course, there is no ground for expecting | not=~although it is not unlikely I might
it; and yet even then he may somelimes | make out a very strong case—point out

ments it has been said of hlm.-lllll he was: erant and no doubt does grant t0 the!anv indications of the existence of such

o)

[ leave that exercise to
be pertorined by the members of this
congregation, W hat has been said is in-
But let Uis look at this point once more, ' fended only fo lead to the exercise itself,

i UR, slratagems, and dangers. And|and in a light slightly differing from that (and to urge the necessity of timely re-
the seat of learning—I1lampden Sydney I:w to his services as a statesman, there is|in which it has just'becn examined, [t pentance for whatever we may discover
which he had "f': a spot to be found in the western re- | was asked a momaest aczo, who etands | amiss. Q:herwise it may be our unhappy

lgmna of our country tnat does not exhibit! more in need of the study of the esrip~ lot to sutler a more terribie calamity ihan

tures and ol prayer, than the president ol' | even the depth of our President.
the United States? | referred by this |
question to the intricate, tlic perplexing, | flection
| the arduous character of the duties he has just occupied our attention.

It an easy matter to control and regulate | commit oltences against Goo, and to in-
with success the separate and often jar- | cur his displeasure, not only as members

upon the ear but the savaze war whoop, | ring interests of so many political com-jot a body poliuc, and in combinations
| munities as compose this vast union? to |and multitudes, but also as individuale,

keep in due and prosperous order their| Each one may have, and very few, per-
internal movements and relations? [s it! haps none, have not their private person.

Ia slicht matter, is it an easy matter to|al sias, sins peculiar to themselves, and
multitudes, and all the arts and comforts | defend them aganst foreign encroach: | these also may expose a nation to warne
ment and assaully to mamtain their hon- [ ing and chastisement froin the Almighty.
our and dignmity with other wnations of | For besides being various,—as various or
These are great duties, and | nearly so as the persous themselves who
obviously require that the machinery ol | commit thewn, they may be grievous and
cgovernment should be kept in bright and | aggravated, and altogether unrepented of;
beautiful condition, well supplied with the land thus the whole civil community may
otl of true wisdom, and put in motion b_v | become, as it were, gangrened with guilt
skill. | and require powerful and painful applie
it to soundness and
| do not say that this is our
case; [ only sy that the things is possi-
ble, and that it may exist, independaunt of,

the worl.l’

cations to restore

Thev are dutieg 120 whieh are intinite in
health.

their detarls, and  which demand in all
their detatls, however miaute, the most
unwearied and pamful attenvon.  Fron
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ilere another and not less serions re-
connects itself with that which
Men

Is it a shght mauer, isjare prone, lLiom their very nalure, to

o L,

and embarrassing posture in relation 1o
each other, that they will find it dithicult
to clhiange that posture without collision,
Matters have recently tended very strongly
to that condition of things: and unless wise
meny and sincere patniols should be em.
ploved by both nations to adjust their
(differences scarcely a doubt can be en-
teriained as to the ecsazequence,

Such is briefly—very brielly indeed

;t | mean—both in Fozland and this

tics. It is impassible 10 speak on such a | —the state of the country at this time;

subject without mingiing with the reilec. [in such circamstances is her Chief Vag-
tinus which may arise much that is polit 'istiate taken away fion her, and she lefq
ical 1n its bearing and aspeet; but I wish [to be directed in her course, among the
{ umlrrsluml, and I ht'g it nay be un- [rocks and nplmﬁing currents of a RlO:my

derstood.  that [ shall speak of Gen.
Harrison net as a party man, but as a
patiiot; not as head of any one poliucal
faction, but as President of the United
Statea. [ disclaim all interest or coneern
in party politice. | have never troubled
mysell with them, nor shall I do so.—
Political measures adopted on the ground
of principle; that ie, as promoting the wel-
fare of the country; and supported by
uprizht and honorab'e means, [ shall neve
er oppose, with whatever party llu‘}' nay
have their arigin. [ may privately con
sider them wrong or inexpedient, but [
shall not oppose them. Under such cir-
cumstances the Church teaches me sub
mission, and theretoie it is my duty to
give no fiouble, but to obey. But on
the other hand, if [ sece mmen of little or
no political or moral principle rising into
ollices, of trust ard power, men who
scoff at things sacred, and regard all reli-
gion as superstition and lollv, I am bound,
not only by my office as a Christian
Minister, but my duty to my country to
oppuse them. And oppose such men |
will ue long as | am able to raise my
voice in the cause of truth and goodness.
‘They are the curse of a nation; not on'y
turning away from it the favour and pro-
tection of Almighty Gop, bhut bringing
upon it, sooner or later, certain destruc
tion. By these; principles in political
matters I have always been governed,
and by no others: | have thought it ne«
cessary to state them, even at the ex-
pense of a little prolixity, and whau is
much less to my taste, a little egotism,
because [ am anxiows that the views
and sentiments about to ve expressed on
the subject before us should not be mis-
_anderstood. With the explanation that
has been given [ am quite certain they
will not be misundersiood by snv per-
son of intelligence and candour.

[ return now (o my subject, which is,
as you were just apprised, to show in
what manner the death of Gen. Harrison
is a great nauional calamuty, calling for
deep sorrow of heart from every citizen
of the United States; and the point which
first, and most urgently, presses upon our
altention here i1s the peculiar state of the
eouniry itself. Never was this couns
try perhaps, since it became a [ree
and 'ndependent nation, in a state more
likely to render such an event produc.
tive of the worst of evils, than that in
which it is at this moment. [ mention
this as & fact an acknowledged, notorious
fact. Of the cause to which it is to be
ascribed it does not become me to speak,
nor shall | presume o throw the blgme
upon any individual, or class of individu-
als, ‘The truth is, it seems to be owing
to various causes, and to the unwise
conduct of persuns of vanous political
creeds. Look at the ruin wilich bas

but not funcving the kind of hite which
such a comumand reguired him to lead, he
resizned s commission in the army, and
‘became secrelary of the noith-western
Mterritorv. This slation he obtained im
797, In 1799 he was elected to Coun-
'gress from the =sane h:rritnry. While a
‘member ol Congress at this period, he
planned, and succeeded in effecting =
~measure, which haz done more perhans

GGen, Hdreison a2 Chnistian:
Cheistiad: a Christian president!

-il_"..lltl

and mediating Saviour.

In utliifirm to all this, we have lost in
2 sincere

| mean
by a Chgistian not one who mercly ass
'n! the truth of Christianity, but

who feels its trath, and acts under ite in-
Muence; whose convictions and whose
hopes are all founded upon a crucificd
It is truly re-
fieshing to a pious spirit to behold, amidst

or a part from those national sins that
have been described. s not, then, the
mete possibility of such a slata a reason
why, unmediately atter so great a loss
as we have sustained, we should turn se-
riously 1o ourselves, shd with the most
searching scrutiny, try our principles,
our feelings, aond our actions by the
ouchstone of truzh and duty? And oot
only so, but itis not alsoa reason why
we should humbly confess our tranegres-

these cousiderations dues 1t not plainly
appear that he who audertakes to |n=||mm
them withoat constantly avoking the
assistance of Almighty Goo commits ar
act of consummate and learful presamyp
tion—that, in fact, he is endangeriag not
only the welfare of himself but also of
the people over whom he is placed:
Fbcre 1s scarcely a shadow of doubt, bu
(en. Harrison thought so.  All his con
tHe thought, yea, he fel

ia hand of superior steadiness and

the sinking and often most painful evis
dences of worldline<s and of an entire
disregard of relicion which are #0 abun-
dantly mamfested in  the conduct and
principles of our public men, any signs
of |hE fear and love of (_}nn_—nu_v Iraces
of that reverence which is so becomiag

towards thie nacrease and improvement of
the country, than any other that ever
was devi-ed, | refer 1o ihe law which
he causcd, or was instrumental in CanNsIng
period, by o'her peisons  than those to ' to be made, respecunyg  the public iands
whom her helm was entrusted.  Surely i the west. By thas law the pablic lands
an event which bears so directly upoa ' were divided 1ato sinali sections, and thus
the must 1mportant interests of our coun- “accomiodated o the abiiity of purcha-|ih man towards his creator. It is a fact,
try, and which may affect those interesis! sers ol glmost everv amount of caipital; } it cannot be denied that public men are
very seriously and dangerously, cannot whereas previously none  bat persons ol | generally not religious men—in short that
be too much lamented by every one who | wealth could huy of the coverniment, | they are posilively irreligious.  For this
loves peace, ana hates conlusion and four thousand acres being the smallest| fact | have often puzzled mysell with
anarchy. 'number allowed to be sold. ‘I'he inode of endeavoring to find out an adequare cause;

‘ I ,
Another ground upon which we should and the conclusion at which I have ar-

Cpaymient also was rendered more accome-
lainent the death of Gen. Harmson; or, modatung and encouraging to small set- ! nived in my reasonings and surmises on

another reason why his death should be tlers. [Itis said that so favorahle was the | the subject is this, that as a strict and
considered a great national calamity, )3 iirlprt's:-iis.)ll inade h)’ (xen. Harrison's sere ;dEt'it!Ed pl‘ﬂfﬂlsiml ol rvligit)ll would ne-
the period of his administration at which | vices in Congress upon the miads of that ! cessarily unite them to some one Chris-
he has been cut off.  Scaicely had he ta. | body, that some zealous frienda, who ! tian society, so it would, they think, be
ken the remns of government ino his'thouzht it would be easy to accomplish |likely to diminish their popularity, and to
hanls, wken they have been wrested such a purpose, proposed making him |drive them back into the obscurity of pri
from him by death. Raised to his high ! governor of the North W. Territory, in-  vale li'fe. 1 offer this only as one cause
ollice by the almost unanimous voice of stead of Gen. St. Clair.  But to this pros | —but a prominent one. There are others
his countrvmen, he has had no opportu. }posal he would by no means consent. lle | very plain, and doubtless very poweiful,
nitv of making any return for the great| respected the misfortunes as well as the | but still subordinate to the all-absorbing
confidence reposed in him. We cannol I feelings of that ollicer; and could not hefdt’sire of pﬂ_plllar fat_'our. [ will not at-
but believe that a grateful mind, and an jinduced to do that which, however ad- tempt to paint this disposition in its true
honorable mind would, for such asingufar;Vanta:_:mue 1o himself, might have been 'colours. It speaks so hadly for human
exhibition of esteen and attachment, have;detrimenml to the interests of another. nature, that, perhaps, it would be un-
put forth extraordinary efforts in promo-  In 1500 he was appoiated governor of wise, al least it would be paintul, to drag
ting the prosperity and happiness of the Indiana, which had been erected into a'it fairly into open day, and 10 expose its
lie might have faled—success separate territorv, ‘I'he affuirs of this ugliness and deformity, Presilent Har-

nation,
might have not fol'owed his eflorts; but we

do not know that it would not: and we
cannot avord lamenting that he was not |
permitted to give some proof more than|
words of his wish and abhilityv to realize |
the hopes which had becn formed of him.
That those hopes would have been real-
1zed 13, to my mind quite certain. This
opinion is bu:lt upon the character which
he sustained through life, and which has
never been surpassed, as far as relates to

,'"PP“““"’ alter its purchase by the Uni- did not regard popularitly more than his

ted States, he managed with singnlar skill hopes and his preparations lor etermty.
and success. [t is remarked Ly the wri- | Nor did any dread ol losing the good
ter of a brief sketch of his life, that his opinion of his countrymen prevent him
mode of keeping the savaces in check, from uniting with that class of Christians

by whom he was surrounded on all hands, | in the worslup of Gop, to whose princi-
ples anll mode of worship he gave the

was by combining ‘mildness’ with ‘juse _
tce,’ and conciliation with frimness, and preference. There is reason to believe

by a ‘never slumbeiing watchfulness,” also that private devotion was habitual
which was constantly ulive to all their with him. [t isstated in the public prints
those qualities, all and everv one of them, | movements, and always prepared to meet that the very first purchase made by him
which are necessarv 'o constifute an efli- [any hostile demonstration on their part. after his inauguration, and occupancy of
cient and safe Chief Magistrate, of our' [n 1811 the bautle of ‘Tippecanoe was ' the president’s house, consisted of a Bi-
country, by that of any previous occu- fought, in which the savages under their ble and 8 Prayer B_tmk. T'his circum
pant of the presidential chair. ‘The con- | renowned chief Tecumseh were entirely |stance seems to indicate that he consid-
sideration of character, however, belongs! defeated.  In this batile governor Harri- | ered these precious volumes not merely
more properly to the third ground upon] son Gisplayed great citcumspection and |in the light of appropriate and beautiful
which our sorrnw is demanded for this | bravery, for which the legislatnre of Ken- |ornaments to the President’s house, but

territory, 1o which Louisiana also was rison did not pos-ess this disposition. He | fore need rebuke and correction?

great and truly afflicting bereavement.|tucky, who passed a complimentary res- |also as essential companions of the Pres.

To this let us next, for a few moments, |olution respecting it, declared that helident's private hours.

direct our thoughts,

The point to which [ now refer is that
in Gen. Harrison we have lost a true and
ardent patriot, 8 wise statesman, and a
sincere Christian. Hwinaugural address,
with which [ take it for granted iny hear.
ersare well acquainted, would, were there
no other proof at hand, fuily support me
in this posiion. That address contains
views of American policy,which, although
they may be considered, by the wayward
and innovating wemper of the day, as
somewhat antiqutated and obsolete, are
both enlarged and just; and it breathes a
spirit, lrom beginning to end, not ofien
o be met with in the speeches and wri-
ungs of modern states.aen. But he has

not been permitted to carry into aclion’ called by Gen. Jackeon.,
the principles, and to redeem the pledzes cumstances of bis eleciion to the presi-

And ellow me to

weil deserved the thanks of the nation.'ask, who needs more the presence and
On the breaking out of war between !companionship of such faithful and sound
Great Britain and the United States in|counsellors, than the chief officer of these
1812, he received the appointment of|United States? [t is not by the wisdom
Major General in the U. 8. Army, and | of this world alone—should I not rather
while he held that appointment, added |say that it is not by _ _
greally to his fame as a warrior, by vari-|world at all, *that kings reign, sand prin-
ous miiitary operations, of which the sig-|ces decree justice.” If rulers, no maiter
nal defeat of the British general Proctor | whether they be kings, or princqs, or
was the chief. In 1814 he remgned: his | presidents are destitute of the wisdom
commission in the army, owing t0 a mis- | which is [rom above, what hope is there,
understanding with the secretary of war, | what hope can there be that the great
and retired (o his estate in Ohio. Since [ends of civil government will be attained
that period, however, he has served his | —the prosperity and well being of the
country several times in Congress, and [governed? [ do not assert—Il am very
0 1628 was sent by president Adams as

ninister 10 Colombia, but was soon re- |prayer would make a wise ruler; but, at|iherefore, presume to offer a word of ex-

the same time, } am nearly, if not quite planation. _ _sin
as far from believing that any man can mean errors in the coastilulion or

On the cir-

the wisdom of this!

far from ssserting—that every man of| 10 be thoroughly undersiood; I shall,|bling; perhaps 1a despair,

duet proves it,
that he needed divine help; and,

lore, he feared Gop, and

there

it becomes us, as citizens ol this grea!
nation whech has suffered so severe a be
reaveinent, deeply to mourn for him a-
such.

[laving exnlained the grounds upon
which our sorrow for the death of Gen.
Harrison is demanded; or the Light i
which it is to be considered a great na-
tional calanuty. 1 am now to conclude
with a few hints as to the manner n
which 8o serious a visitation is 10 be un
proved. | say hints; because | intend
what [ shall say as nothing more. I'he
text which [ chose as my guide on
this vccasion, migzht suzgest 10 the minds
of somne the idea that [ consider the
event we deplore as a punishiment for the
sing of the nauon. I am not prepared to
sav that | even think so, much less am |
prepared to assert such an opimon dogs
matically. It would be presumption.
Bat this point [ will suzgest because it i
perfectly within the line of my duly,
namely, whether we may not, as a na
tion, have sinned in some way, of which
we are not perhaps C(Jtl..*l:il)u:‘:‘, and there-
And
whether the death of our president is noi
desizned to make us examine nto the
state ol allairs, both pshtically and moral.
ly and reliiously, among us. It 18 de-
signed for some most important purpose
donbtlese. Such occuriences are not the
whims of chance; they do not come for.
taitously, or happen, as people say, but] niticance of all human greatness? Death
are brought about by the Almizhty gov |18 common it is true! we see him moving
ernor of the world for accomplishing the! and destroying all around us, all otders
designs of his wisdom and gooduess. A and classes fjof men, the young, the old,
sparrow does not fall to the ground with- the rich, the poor, the wise, the ignorsnt
out hiz cognizance; and shall the head of! the great and the humble, full beneath
a great nation be cut off without his direc~ ! his terribi@hand; but he does not ofien
tion or permission? It would be impiety g lay prosirate, as he has now done, so
tosuppose it. It is true Gen. [arrison | much all this world admires; so much
had to die,as all mea have, he was moital, | power, so much honour so much popu-
as we ourselves are; but if his death is ‘o larity. Let the blow which he has dealt
be ascribed to chance, we cannot help|us, in the person of our President, ad-
wondering at the chance which caused | nomish us of our own approaching doom;
it under such a combinaiion of most sin+|and let us endeavour to be prepared to
gular and serious circumstances as those | meet that doom whenever it shall come.
in which this nation is at this moment| We know not when death will come,
placed. It was not chance; it was the|and therefore we bave no time for delay.
hand of Gop which effected it; and if it| He may cut usdown suddealy in an ins
was not intended for our punishinent, orl stant, even when we are dreammg?flong
as a judicial visitation of our sigs, whach, l days of pleasure here, !Dfl puting fur
as | have already said, | would not dare| f:om us the shoughts ?l Judgm_cnt and
to assert, it may very safely and truly be|eternity. Let us Iay aside thea, in good
considered a warning from heaven, 8! earnest, sll negligence, and delay, and at
rebuke, a fatherly correction. necessary | once devote ourselves, unreservedly and
to render us more revereful ol the divine | perseveringly, to the great businees of

majesty, and moure alraid of disobcdience | making preparations for death. If we
to fnu commanda. do so, we shall die in peace; if not, we

When | speak of nationad sins [ wish | shall die it is probable with fear and trem-
May Gon

grant 28 the comfoit of hope ia that trye

By national sins [ do nut ing moment, and bring us to the kingdom
1 l organ- of his glory above for Chris's sske. Amea.

consequences,

This should make us meditate,

event

apon the chaugeableness of this worlds
vlairs, and upon, the termination of all
s greatness, the grave. Where is he
who so late was called, by the voice of
confiding and admiring thousands from
his peaceful retirement, and placed on
he very summit of all human grandeur
wnd powei? in the grave! The undying
spirit has gone, we trust, and believe,
to calmer, and more tranquil regions, a
happier home; and we feel that all the
honour and glory it has lost, nay, ten
thousand times as much, could not pree
vail upon it to return, were such a thing
possible, to the troubles and cares of this
world.  But as far as human things are
concerned they are all passed away with
. ‘I'he body in winch it dwelt is crume
bling into dust.  Its honour, glory, powe
er, departed. They are now numbered
with the things that have been, and that
are {o be no more. [s not such a con-
<tderation infinitely humb'ing to the
pride of man? Does it not show, most
{rreibly and impressively, the utter insige

E
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-ions, throw ourselves upon the divine
waorshipped | mercy, and earnestly entreat forgiveness
(Gop, as the only means of obtaining the [1or what 1s past, and grace, that we may
help which he needed. [We have lost in | hencelorth please Gon in newness of life,
him, therefore, a true Chreistian ruler, and | and by all our walk and conversation,—
Were all, or the wajority - of the citizens
ot this great nation =0 (o act, and so fv live,
ours would be a happy conntry indeed.
'here 1s, however, tvo much vice among
18, and we have reason to dread the

One thought more, and I have done.

with something of fear and wrembling,

- .
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