THE STORY S0 FAR—Elen Terry
is interested In two men—dashing Jeff
Brand, a rustler, and Calhoun Terry,
manager of a big ranch, against whom
Jeft and Jack Turley are most out-
spoken. Four rustliers had been killed—

CHAPTER XX

Calhoun Terry took no unneces-
sary chances with the safely of his
passenger. He had brought to town
with him three Diamond Reverse B
riders. One of these he sent to the
corral to hitch a horse to the buck-
board. Another one took care of
the horses. The third was a lad
named Larry Richards.

At a nod from the ranch man-
ager Larry bowlegged along the
plaza past Pegleg Jim's pool room,
the Crystal Palace, and the Evans
store. Through the swing doors of the
Red Triangle saloon he passed,
drawing up to the bar.

There were half a dozen men In
the room. The two upon whom his
gaze fastened were Lee Hart and
Jack Turley. They were playing a
game of seven-up.

Hank. the bartender, said, "“What'll
you have, Larry?"

Hart glanced up and stiffened.
“Important customers patronizing
you these days, Hank,” he said of-
fensively. ‘'‘Better get out Yyore
best."”’

Young Richards was a cool, dar-
ing man, with more than a streak
of recklessness. He was a close per-
sonal friend of his boss,

“1f it isn't Lee Hart,"” he drawled,
enthusiasm in his voice. ""How's ev-
erything with you? Good calf crop
this year?"

The rustler started to jump to his
feet, but thought better of it.

He said, “I'm not lookin' for trou-
ble.

“That's fine,”” Larry answered.
“Neither am I. You had me scared
for a moment, Lee.”’

Hank polished the top of the bar
with a towel “Now, gents, he
';..t'.ll.'il.'-i. ““Let's not have any difhi-
L

are not
welcome Hart
growled.

Richards recalled his instructions.
He was posted here as a guard, with
definite orders not to get nto a
fight. It would be better for him to
sing small, but not small enough to
encourage these men to jump him.

just dropped I1n for a

n my way out of

he mentioned in a placatory

voice. ‘‘No offense meant, gents. |

didn’'t know there was a deadline on
our riders here.’

Larry grinned down into his drini
and refrained from further am
11e8

The swing doors opened, to let In
Slim.

“Dog my cats!
drop from, Siim?"

last-
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Where did

Larry’'s expression of pleased sur.

prise did credit
actor

‘1 been around,’

to his ability as an

““On
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my way back to the range now. How |

about you keeping me company?”’

“l reckon I'll have to ao that.
Never saw it fail. When a fellow
gets a bunch of nice friendly guys
someone comes along and drags
him away. Well, adios, gents! Been
nice to meet you.'’

l'he cowbovs sauntered out of the
Red Triangle, mounted the two
horses at the hitch-rack, and can-
tered up the street. They caught up
with the buckboard beifore it
reached the cattle chutes by

railroad tracks From the driwv

er's seat Terry slanted an inquiring |

glance at Larry.
“Everything all right?’
“Fine as silk."

he asked.

The party ate lunch at the Box

55 restaurant.
Powers
daughter.

Terry introduced

to Lane Carey

‘“They don't approve of me or of |
the |

the ranch,” he explained to
Easterner. ‘‘But since you are only
the owner and not responsible for
the way it is run, perhaps you will
escape criticism."

Powers had come West to find out
all he could about local conditions.
““Why don't you approve of the Dia-
mond Reverse B, Mr, Carey?" he
asked bluntly,

“1 think it is one of the finest
ranches in the West,"' Carey said,

“But vou don't like the way it is
managed.”’

‘1 don't think you can find in the
territory a young man who can han-
dle stock better than Mr. Terry.”

““He's dodging,” the foreman said
to Ellen, a gleam of laughter In his
eves. "But it won't do him any
good, Mr. Powers will keep ask-
ing questions till he finds out what
he wants to know."

They adjourned to the porch of the
house. Carey talked plainly, as soon
as he discovered that to do so would
not be offensive to this stranger.
Powers listened, fired more ques-
tions, learned the point of view of
the small settler. It was not
with which he agreed, since |
been associated with big busu
his life. But he was a man
faced facts

Ellen sat in silence,
part in what was saud
turned 10 her.

who
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“drygulched” from the back. A shot
was fired at Terry from behind, pre-
sumably by Lee Hart, brother of one
of the victims. At secret meeting, the
big ranchers plan, over Terry's objec-
tions, to bring in a lot of Texas ex-

" * * * * W >

“What do the women think about
this trouble?'" he asked.

“They think it is terrible,”” she
said. ‘“‘What else can they think,
Mr. Powers, when they see such
awful things going on? Some of
them are frightened to death for
fear their sons or their husbands
may never come back to them
alive."

‘““Because their men are thieves?"

“1 suppose they are.” Ellen car-
ried on, impulsively. *‘‘But what of
that? The women aren’'t to blame.
Some of them try to hold back their
husbands and their sons, but they
can't. If they lose them, it doesn't
make them any happier to know
that they brought it on themselves.
Some of those who once in a while
brand a calf not their own are good
men in a way—good to their fami-
lies, kind neighbors, generous 1o
those in need.’

“Generous with other people’s
property,’”” the Philadelphian sug-
gested. ‘“Well, no need threshing
that out . 1 am going to step out
of this feud before we get into it any
deeper.”

“l1 don't
Carey.

“You and Miss Ellen will have to
transfer vour disapproval to some
other ranch and some other man-
We are going to cut up the
Diamond Reverse B into small

quite see how,”" said

el ..,,;1..' I‘.

“l just dropped in for a last
chance drink on my way out of
town."

tracts and offer them
tractive prices.”

Ellen felt a glow of joy beating
into her breast. 1f the Diamond Re-
verse B was broken up into smaller
units, it was because under present
conditions large a ranch could
not be made to pay. The No, By
Joe and the other big outfits would
have to follow the same course. The
bitter feeling in the country would
automatically disappear.

“I'm so glad!" she cried.

Her eves were on Calhoun
She was speaking to hi
to forget the hot
with whi had turned away
from him at their last meeting. He
understood her words as an apology.

f'-ﬁr ::"u.i-'jt.' l-lt at'
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asking him
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CHAPTER XXI

As Terry and Powers were leav-
ing, Lane Carey noticed a newspa-
per sticking out of the Easterner's
pﬂfkl"t.

‘“Is that a Denver
Powers?" he asked.

“The Denver Republican. Like to
have a look at it?"

‘““‘At the cattle quotations, if you
don't muind, I'm shipping next
week."

Carey took the paper, but he nev-

paper, Mr.

| er got from it the information he

was seeking. A f{ront-page story
caught and held his eye. The heaa-
line was:

RUSTLERS WAR IN WYOMING

The story said that forty Texans
had just reached the city and ex-
pected to leave within a day or two
for some unknown point in the north-
west. The Texans, the story stated,
were rough - looking customers
armed with revolvers an
Winchester rifles. Most of them had

been sheriffs or deputy United States |

marshals in Texas or Oklahoma.
None of them knew exactly where
they were going, and there was an
air of mystery about their arrival,
heightened by the rumors to be
heard around the railroad yards.
The famous Sunday Brown was In
l._".*‘...l'.‘_ﬂt.‘ of them, a man celebrated as
a man-hunter in frontier days when
the Indian Territory was a sl
which siftea ost of the bad men
of the Southwest., It appeared that
Brown had been seen talking with
Clinton Ellison, secretary of the Wy-
Association, but Elil-
son interview denied any
knowledge of the Texans. He had
heard a Wild West Show was being
organized. As to this, he had no
positive information, One of the

up i
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peace officers to Invade the rustiers’
lands and kill them. Terry sum-
mons John Q. Powers, chief owner of
his ranch, and persuades him to offer
the big Diamond Reverse B for sale to
small ranchmer by dividing it up.

w* B
Texans, who asked not to have his
name given, had admitted to the re-
porter that they were heading for
the cattle country to clean up the
rustlers who had been stealing so
flagrantly.

Carey passed the newspaper 1o
Terry, pointing to the story.

Calhoun read it, not a flicker of ex-
pression on his face. It disturbed
him even more than it did Carey,
since he knew and the Box 5 man
could only guess.

“Maybe a reporter's yarn to fill
space,”” he said evenly.

Ellen pumped a question at Ter-
ry. “‘Do you think they are coming
to the Buck River country?’

“There's something in the
about a Wild West Show,’'’ the fore-
man evaded.

“That doesn't mean anything,"”
Ellen replied impatiently. ‘‘That's
just something Mr. Ellison told the
reporter, If they are coming here,
what do they intend to do? One of
the Texans said they were going 1o
clean up the rustlers. Did he mean

. kill them all?"’

“l had a disagreement with Mr.
Ellison,"” replied Terry. *““When 1
told him I was urging Mr. Powers
to cut up and sell the ranch. He felt
I was deserting the big outfit group.
I am no longer in the confidence of
the associlation. Naturally they
wouldn’t tell me their plans.”

“But what do you think?" Ellen
insisted. *“‘You must have an opin-
ion."

“1 think that if I were a rustler 1
would be hitting the trail for paris
unknown.' Calhoun answered, look-
ing directly at her.

She worried about what had
read in the Republican, even after
foreman and Mr. Powers had
left for the ranch. When Jeff Brand

into the crossroads '

lost no tum
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for them.

mond Reverse

beginning of the break-up
ranches, he told her ex-
““1'1l say for Terry that he
The Diamond Reverse B
In time and save IS
of the others are so
hat they won't.”’

citingly.
1S smart.
will get out
hide, Some
stubborn

“Yes, they

"'"I1 :"l..l-"\ ' W |
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agreed. “I'm glad Mr. Terry has
broken with them. I never did be-
lieve he had anything to do with the
killings.

Brand slanted a quick look
“Did he |
he thoug

“No. I'm sure he doesn't know,
and if he did he wouldn't tell me.
We're not friendly.”

He frowned down at the ground,
drawing a line in the sand with his
' “I've spent a lot of time mill-
ing that over, girl,”" he said. "It's
someone wWino our nabils
mighty well. He must have known
Buck was golng 1o be where he
was the morning ne shot hum. The
same goes for Tetlow and Yeager.
Not many men would know
['ve been over the
my mind forty tim
them seem to fit
guys 1 would trust
have a specimen C
my pocket now,

‘“‘Let me see it,”" she suggest
“I've seen the writing of lots
people. When they send mail oul
you know."’

He showed her the slip. Ellen
read. *“This is what happens to rus-
tlers.”

“Yes, I've seen the writing. At
least I think so.'"" She looked up at
him, the light in her eyes quick.
“I'm not sure, but—"

Silently, his gaze on her, Bran
waited.

“Did you ever suspect that man
Turley?' she asked.

““YVes. and knew it couldn't be
ck. He's too bitter against the
g ranches.

She added: ‘1 believe this is his
writing. I'm not sure, but it looKs
like 1t."

He put the 111
eyes diamond-hat bright

“You won't—j ouble with
him.,”" Ellen saiaq, yenting of what
she had said

He changed the subject
those warriors in Denver.
believe they are looking for

" Mr. Terry
thought,” she He looked
straight at me, Jeff, and said that if
he were a rustler he would light out
and keep going.'

“He'd like to throw a scare |}
some of us Ks are his e
mies.” Jeff replied derisively,
don't scare that easy.

“I'm telling you this 80
1l let others Know at
len told him. ‘“‘Some of them
i different from you ab«

DOOT.

KNnows

L 3

*
q.:..h.-..in

‘ -
list of men

# e )

Ja
4!

[ '\.‘i -
118 pocket, his

US
asked what he

el 1L .

™Y ¥

4 &

v

{eel
Ing.
FEllen did not Knou
had been W {
might only
wished too

Turley.

|20
re trouble

had not mentioned

"y T-B8 & &
Illanc 11

sh

TO BE CONTINLED)
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WRIGHT A.
PATTERSON

(Released by Western Newspaper Union.)

WE, THE JOHN DOES,

| ENTITLED TO KNOW

IN LESS THAN 18 months, the
congress of the United States, our
representatives at Washington, has
obligated John Doe, Mrs. John Doe,
John Doe Jr., Sally Doe and Baby
Doe for $512 each, the whole Doe
family for $2,560.

All of us John Does, and our
families, realize the need of being
prepared to defend our nation, our
institutions, our way of life, our
homes, but as those who must pay
for that defense, we are entitled to
know what it is costing and what
we are buying.

Appropriations made by congress
for 18 months, up to August 1 of this
vear, have amounted to $67,559.885,-
510. During that 18-month period,
congress has obligated each man,
woman and child, including the
babies, for $512 Each family of
five is obligated for $2.560. And that
is not the end, for additional appro-
priations of from 6 to 10 billion more
will probably be made before the
end of December.

We John Does do not object to
digging down in our jeans to pay
for whatever may be necessary to
defend this land we love, but as the
fellows who must pay the bills, we
feel we have a right to know what
we need and to receive an account-
ing as to what we are actually get-
ting for these sums for which we
have been obligated.

Certainly someone must knew
how many really serviceable planes
we had when the agitation started
and can give an honest statement
of what we have now. We should
know how many light, medium and
heavy tanks we had when it started
and how many we have now. We
are entitied more than a state-
ment of an 800 per cent increase 1In
heavy tanks because that i1s mean-
ingless when we do not know how
many, if any, we started with,

With an army of one and a half
million civilian emplovees, 1t should
be possible to keep books, to take an
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nave,
nat we are get-

us at

pportunity offers a vear from now
we shoul arefully pick as repre-
sentatives others who can be de-
pended upon to obtain the facts and
give them to us fell who must
pay the bills.

It is our money that is being spent
so lavishly and we are entitled to
know what we are buying, and why.
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LIGHTNING RODS

WAY BACK when 1 was a boy, the
wagon of the lightning rod erector
was a familiar sight on the country
highwayvs. He disappeared with the
passing of the last century. It is a
safe bet that the farm home or
1900.
for a

was erected before
profitable
Vears

|
racket

GETS IMPORTANT POST
PAUL APPLEBY worked for a
couple of vears in the print shop of
a country newspaper in Missourl.
With that experience, he went to
Montana and for a few months
operated a weekly newspaper there.
went to North Dakota and
paper for another few
and then on to Minnesota.
In Des Moines, low
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as a member
ating soclety, he became
acquainted with Vice President Wal-
lace and that nce resulted
undersecre-
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acguainia
appointment
tary of agriculture. Nq
pleby 1s In En d investigating
the food needs of the British people
for the American government. You
might term 1t *'{ to am-

bassador
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GOVERNMENT BONDS
A GOOD BUY

WHEN I was a small boy in lowa,
old General Weaver of that state,
then the leader of the Greenback
party, was a (frequent visitor at
father's home. His demand was for
printing press money in recent
vears, we have lose to Gen-
eral Weaver's have sold
the banks 27 billi llars worth of
government bonds and the banks
have 1ssued the printing press
money., More money means more
inflation. To prevent an increase

wvernment
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wontransferable bonad
1f the
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IS pos-
conscript a
erson s income as
lisposing of the bonds.
d buy and their pur-
, public will go far
toward preventing that greatly-to-
be-feared inflation have now
more currency than is od for us.
L]
MAIN STREET
MORE THAN three-fou
the counties I1n Wne
contain no town of !
people., A fraction o
f 1t mbers of th

oI e 4 9
come

of all

States

per cent
ouse of rep-
resentatives districts in
which there of over 5,000
people. This is an indication of the
part rural Ameri In determin-
ing national poli 1slation.
People of the towns and farms can,
If they wish, dicta at we, as a
nation, shall Main street has
greater influence than Broadway.
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Pattern No. 79364

PRON problem!! It is solved

here with two exciting new
motifs in the Accordion Flare r .a
the Water Lily. Ingenious
make the fetching styls at
left; an applique cactu. on the
waistband, and rickrack trims.
The softly flared apron at top is ap-
pliqued with huge water lilies,

L - L

wer

Complete patterns for
come as 79364, 15 cents, They are grand
for gifts or for party prizes. For these
pleasing patterns send your order 1o

the two aprons

AUSNST MARTHA
Box 166-W Kansas City, Mo.

Enclose 15 cents for each pallern
desired. Pattern No

Name ...
Address ...

Fringe on Our Flag

There is no significance attached
to the vellow fringe on the Amer-
ican flag. According to the war
department it may be regarded as
‘fringe only, and is of no value
or significance as a part of the
flag.”

The use of the fringe has long
been a debated question, although
the war department sanctions It,
and the United States Flag asso-
ciation does not consider the use
of the fringe as improper. Never-
theless, the first flag adopted by
t n 1977
. and many patriotic
the American flag

s
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solved the problem

what they want in the way of
from the folks back home.
hand information from en-

isted men on shipboard, in camps
barracks indicate that tobacco
i1s first choice in the gift line-up.
Actual sales figures from service |

Y
i
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ores show that the favorite cig-
arette with men in the Army,
Navy, Marines and Coast Guard 1s
Camel. Prince Albert Smoking
Tobacco 1s another specal favo-
.

by the carton and Prince Albert
in the pound tins as doubly wel-
come gifts to the men in the serv-
ice from the folks back home.—

.'kd*-' .

Origin of Trouble

ite. Local dealers feature Camels |

Nine tim
with the
1T, €an be
Most

the trouble

or the people In
you, yvourseilf,

of my quarrels have |

del-g04

een

the th

while, and see how soon you will

instinctively

feel the presence of a
i man.—Van Amburgh,

good
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when you bake

No wonder Clabber Girl is the
baking day favorite in millions
of homes . . . the enthusiastic
choice of millions of women,
women who are proud of their
baking, proud of their thrift,

Order a can of Clabber Girl
from your grocer today. You
will be amazed when he tells
you Clabber Girl's price. And,
guu will be delighted with your
aking results,

You Pay Less for Clabber Girl
«+s but You Use No More . ..

-CLABBER GIRL

BAKING POWDER

Greater Flame

The great man who thinks great-

ly of himself is not diminishin
that greatness in heaping fuel o
his fire.—Disraeli,

MIDDLE-AGE
WOMEN | -«

HEED THIS ADVICE!I

Thousands of women

are helped to go snlil-

ingthrudistress pecul-

jar to women—caused

by this period in 1ife—

with Lydia E. Pink-

ham's Vegetable Com-

_ pound —famous for

over 60 vears. Pinkham's Compound

—made especially fJor women—has

helped thousands to relieve such

weak, nervous feelings due to this
functional disturbance. Try it

-
n
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Two Evils

Just as you are pleased at find-

finding perfections.—Lavater.

vou are displeased at

CHEER UP ' IT'SEASY?

Became "reguiar'’ this sasy way. Be
safe---sure. Try a Red Clowd
fonite. Relleves constipation. Money-

bach guarantse At your dealer orwrite:

Y RED CLOUD
ls * BERRIES -

ALL VEGETABLE LAXZATIVE PFREFARATION

-

Strong Gentleness
The power of gentieness
irresistible,

FIRST WITH MEN IN THE ARMYX.CAMELS!

BELIEVE ME,
WHEN YOU
REALLY WANT A
SMOKE THERES
NOTHING LIKE
A CAMEL

''D WALK
A MILE FOR
A CAMEL’
ANY TIME.MAN,
WHAT FLAVOR!

sk BASED ON ACTUAL SALES RECORDS IN ARMY POST
EXCHANGES AND SALES COMMISSARIES

THE SMOKE OF SLOWER-BURNING CAMELS CONTAINS

8% LESS NICOTINE

than the average of the 4 other largest-

selling cigarettes tested — less than any
of them—according to independent
scientific tests of the smoke itself!

THE CIGARETTE OF COSTLIER TOBACCOS

is




