WAS NOT
MURDER

By H. M. EGBERT

- (Copyright by W. . Chapman.)

_AWRENCE PRESTON, murder-
er, occuples a good position in
the social world of his natlve
town. He la vice president of
the board of trade, a respected busi-
_Tlesx man, a good citizen, and has an
Lo He pgoes

",

uLoMre wife and children.
to church vn Sundays and walks home
with a clean consclence,

Is. murder Justifiable? Preston had
loved Dorothy for vears before Rankin
appeared upon the scene, with his
flashy ways and tales of wanderings
and adventures., “He'was just the type
of .man who would captivate the
heart of an Inexperienced girl lke
Dorothy, Preston, to whom she wax
more than half engaged, saw her slip-
oing away from him,

Dorothy married Rankln, and then
‘ensued five of the bitterest years of
her life. He took her money and
spent It, partly gambling, partly on
other women. . Dorothy ought to have
divorced him, perhaps, but she shrank
from that step: nothing.like it had
been known in her family, and. while
she was still deliberating, Rankin was
killed In the train' aceldent thiat oc.
curred after the Watertown races.
where he had gone to play.

The body was mangled amang
‘heap of others and only identitied by
A card in n card ease. It ocenrred to
nobody that Rankin might have given
hig card to gsome chance acquaintance
upon the train. Dorothy did not pre-
tend to mourn him. Six months (ater
ehe married Preston, und her reg!
honeymoon began.

Two of  ldeal
passed. I'reston was ut this time rep
resenting his firm on the road. He
wns away for a week when Dorothy.
sented happlly on the poreh of thelr
house, and thinking of him. saw 2
ragged tramp approaching along the
road.

something In the man's appearance,
In his slouching galt arrested her
tention. Suddenly she sat up In her
chalr, rigld, her eves fixed with hor
ror upon the face of the man who ha+
been her hushand.
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Rankin advanced up the lttle walk |

®f the garden, He grinned
A8 he came to a halt in front of the
terrified girl and removed hig hattered
hat with a1 mock bow

"Well, wife," he sald, “ig that
youu have to say to me? Aren't
gind to see me agnin after all
years?'

Dorothy only
Rankin observed the movement
he grinned, not so namiably as before,

“1 guess we'd better have this thing
out right away,” he- sald, taking his
seat beslde her, “So vou thought 1
wans dead and got married agaln.
~And I guess you're happler Lhifn - vou
were with me? And yvon wouldn't ke

to be disgraced nnd Lave to take me
back ™

“I'll never do that!” erled Dorothy.

“Maybe not,” he admitted. *“All the
same, you'd glve a good den|
of me and not let yvour husband know
it wasn't my body that was found,
How much Is it worth to yon”"

“What do you meun?” eried the girl,

Y mean,” sald Rankin sullenly.
“that I'm down and out., When 1
heard youn thought me dead and hal
got hitched up agaln, I meant to stay
awny, Youn weren't the only one that
was sorry (o have got married. Mauar
rled life wasn't all beams and roses
for me elther, Now, then. how much
1 It worth to you to set me on my
fﬂl", l-:nnwln;.: I'll never come hack?
Make It five hundred.”

“You want me to decelve
band?" cried the girl,

“I'm your husband,"”
with another grin,
hundred squares it. I know you ean
ralse that, T didn’t rus through al
your money. I wish I had, but now It
geems Just as well”

Dorothy rose and faced him scorn.
fully. “You mean that If | give von
five hundred dollars vou will never
see me again?”’ gshe asked,

“That's about the slze of It,"”
swered,

“I have five hundred left and yon
shall have It by the first post Lomaop-
row,” sald the girl. *“Ulve me your
address."”

“The Parker hotel,” sald Rankin,

That afternoon the girl drew all her
money out of the bank' and malled it
to him. No answer came, of which
ghe was glad; but no Rankin returned,
And Dorothy nerved hergelf to meet
her husband on his return and keep
the matter from him for his sake.

“Why, you look quite worn out,
dearest,” sald Preston, “You'll have
to run into the country for n few days’
change.,"

She clung to him hysterieally,
don't want to l'ave you,
she cried,

“What nonsense!" he answered,
kissing her. “It will 46 you good,
dear. You are as white as rag.
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Comé, I want you to go off on a little
trip and freshen up.”

Dorothy consented, and Preston
spent a week In town alone., It was
on the third day that a tramp, shuf-
fling along the road, looked up at the
house, saw Preston, and hesitated.

Then he went brazenly up the path
ant! stood before him, Preston rec-
oghlzed the man and gasped,

“Rankin " he erled,

"You've got me,"” answered Rankin.

“I thought you were dead.”

“I puess you both did,
Dorothy 7" ¢

“Mra, Preston Is away,"” said Pres-
ton hotly. j

Rankin grinned and seuted himself
upon the porech, “Let's talk like men,"”
he sald, "“"How much? How much
for me to go away and never turn up
agnin?"

“You bluckmaller—"

“Oh, cut out the adjectives" sald
Rankin., “I guess it's worth five hun.
dred you not to let Do~—-1I nean
Mrs, Preston—know. Five hundred
and you don't hear of me again.”

Freston thought, his eyes fixed
Rankin's face, He was in a trap, and
for Dorothy's sake he must submit,

“I'll give you five hundred,” he sald,
“And—listen, vou hound! If ever |
you again I'it kil vou,
of my word and 1 mean just that.”

“That's all
easlly. "“"Filve hundred goes.”

*Be back In an hour,” sald
ton, “and von shall have It."”

An hour later Preston handed Han.
Kin hig money, and the man shuflied
out of sight nlong the rond, Preston
watched him. He had meant what he
sald, For Dorothy's sake he was re-
solved Kill Rankin If he entered
thelr lives agaln.

u.illlxll"l who hnd
dred in n gnmbling hell,
ond nmount to the place, He was sure
he could easily get nll he wanted out
of Preston. He Inquired and learned
that Dorothy would not return
day or
followed the 1irst.

Rankin did not call at 'reston's
house again, Perhaps he had a lork
ing fear of violence
wins not equal to seeing Preston,
wrote n letter Instend, asking for five
hundred more. It was a letter typleal
now itnreatening, now
winding up the
inke the
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“Yon are ns good as dead, anyway,
snid Preston, as If inlking to himselr
“Is five bhundred® the least you
tnke, Rankin?”

“Not n cent less,
posure,” answered

"There's an

“T'here 18,
“What ?

This,” answered Preston,
the revolver from hig pocket and alm-
ing it nt Rankin's heart,

e snw the terror in the blackmnail
er's eyes; then, pressing the murzie
fo his breast, he fired. Withont n
sound the blackmaller toppled into
the sluggish stream,

Preston dropped In the weapon after
him and walked home,

and I's that or ex-
the othepr
niternntive.”

ehn? demanded Ranlkin

Imitative Man
No man in effect doth accompany
with others but he learneth, dre he
i§ aware, some gesture, volece or fash-

I lon.—Bacon,

Monuments of Past Uncovered in London

As a resnlt of excavations during
rebullding in varlous parts of the city
of London the Guildhall museum has
become quite a storehouse of antiqui-
tles.

There are to be foundflint flikes of
the paleolithic perlod, flint celts and
kﬂlﬂl of the neolithic period, dag-
gers of the bronze age and iron jave-
lins, spearheads, hammers and toois
of the late Celtic period,

Useful and ornamental things such
8 halrpins, combs, mirrors, rings,
shoes, spoons, iadles and surglcal in-
 gtrnments, that we owe to the Ro-
mang, uare there, Hoygse furniture,
locks and keys, wall decorations, and

e ——

Use for Qyster Shells

Oyster shells are used for five pur-
poses—*‘shelling,” chicken shell, fer-
tilizer, lime and road bullding. By
far the most important use Is for shell.
ing. By this Is meant the planting
of them In oyster beds, In order that
the sput may fasten on thew,

80 on are little less perfect than we
make them today,

From Ellzabethan times we find
chessmen in {erra colla and bone, dowm.-
inoes In lead, bone skates and tobacen
pipes,

Tudor wall tiles, tavern glgns
boundary marks, spurs, weapons ansd
armor are all arranged in chronolog.
leal order.,  Spurs - for cockfighting,
models of state berges, handeuffs.
munacles and o whipplug post are
other curious exhibits. -

=

Humanity’s Odd Trait

The world Is full of faint henrts,
and yet everyone has courage enough
to IIEHI‘JIIIH misfortunes and wisdom
enough to manage the affairs of his
neighbors.—Poor Richard.

TR

Early Prohibition Move

Prohibition was first tried in Amer-
lea In 1788, when the trustees of the

colony of Georgla sttompted to e
hiblt ru,
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PLAID COAT FOR MOTORING
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ADVANCE MILLINERY P"ASHIONS

T HAS become a matter of custom

with women who are gulded by
thelr reason rather than their enthu
siams to “walt until after the holldays
to buy my winter cont.,” All well and
good, but having made this decision,
be sure these plans are well-carried
sut by selecting n garment suitable for
mmedinte wear, vet not henvy
ind wintry for service during the
*riy spring days not far distant.

Since plalds are forespoken as be-
ng retalned In the list of spring fab-
1e favorltes, why not choose n hand
jome woolen modeled somewhnt aft-
'r the style of elther of the two conts
o thls picture? For steamship wear,

L)

might the “hat” be Interpreted as a
glorified work of the milliner's_art, a
thing of beaunty, ¢hie and of exceeding
becomingness, deslgned not only as a
"covering for the head” but Intended
to “complete the pleture,”

Iven for laformal wear, the milliner
of the pregent 18 In a mood to Intrl-
cately and arifully fashion the hat,
while for formal dress, milady's “coy-
ering for the head” has become a glit-
tering multi-colored, beleweled, bead-
worked and _i':llhru]{]i'rl*d nrticle of
adornment, ever serving as a comple-
ment to the costume,

Typleal of the movement toward »
more ornnte styviing are the several

TWO CHARMING COATS FOR TRAVELING
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LATEST STYLL

Ing new schemes. The Howing sleeve
galns In favor,

There Is promise of considerable em-
broldery especially on sleeves, this
most often belng self-colored.

“A covering for tha head, especially
with a crown and brim, made of vy-
rlous materials, Sorn by, men and
women'"-—thus Is the noun “hat" de-
fined In Webster's dictionnry,

Hats of our ancestors, cun this be
alt that a hat meant in days of yore!
Merely “a covering for the head"?
Modern hatology wounld suggest a re-
vigsed definition, In this ern of an
awakened “hat consctousness” rather
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very novel crushable ribbon hat 1llas
truted to the lefi, Its color Is vieux
rose and It is trimmed with a hand-
some tortolse shell ornament. A
charming forwal hat for southern re-
sort wenr Is portrayed In the center.
The crown of embroldered applique
Hower In harmonlzing tints adds that
ever coveted touch of Individuality,
Decldedly  enlivening to the usunally
somber fur-trimmed or fur coat Is this
colorful creation to the right below
indieating the orfental Influence, It Is
especially npropos for afternoon wear,

JULIA BOTTOMLREY.

(€, 1027, Western Newspaper Union.)

As You Wish

The bolero frock grows in popularity
and is extremely kind to all types of
figures., It will lengthen or shorten
the walst as you will, and ndd
subtract from the height If yvou know
how to muuipulutr- i,
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Twn-Cnlored Hnt:

The newest felt hats come in two
colors, with a darker or contrasting
color for the brim, HRed and tan, and
gray and flug blue are popular com-
binatlons.

Ul

Red Accessories With Black

The vogue for red has had s ef-
fect In stimuinting the demand feor
binck frocks, since the two colors go
effectively together., Where the
more vivid reds are used thelr gar-
ish quality Is toned by combination
with sober suble,

b))

.

Muslin Trimming
Plok musiin I8 used to trim a dinner
gown of black punne velvet—but ft
is a French creation, and handled in
8 most knowing manner,
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THE SKY CREATURES

T HAD been rather n cheerless day,

The sun had not come out, though
it times It had seemed ns though sure-
¥ In but another moment It would
ome out,

And It had not really ralned though
at times there was a drop or 8o of
aln which made people carry their
imbrellas and weéar their rubbers,
Suddenly the sky creatures thought
hey would give the eity people a
Mriy.
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“This chap talked nbout the things

knew most anbout, but if 1 had
‘I's' he used and
‘e up for fence posts 1 couid
me how he felt abount this
whnat he thought nbout these
and those, where he had been hither
ind yon, where he ate, the Kind of
zirls he loves, bobbed and shingled,
‘he musie he lked to listen to, lond
and soft,

“If 1 bhad had my nole book
inken It down | would know
nhout that guy than Bobble Jones
knows about golf or Sinclalr about
stotesmen. . But | wasn't Interested
and so [ dido't listen, But, Kelly,
what caplures the eat's meow with
me Is why people think other folks
will be Interested In whut Is going on
Insgide of thelr lttle peanut shells?
Who can tell? I ean't. | Just don't do

it. though™

(Copyright by the McNaught Byndieats, Ino.)
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Interesting Bird

The redsiart 1s one of the most com-
mon, sprightly and Interesting of the
migratory warblers, It ranges In sum-
mer nll over the country ans far wesl
ns the Rocky mountains, and nests in
gmall trees, The rich orange red that
varles the black of the general plo
mage of the male Is represented In
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gteady downpour nt all. It was a great
and tremendous shower, A wonder
ful, exciting shower,

One lady telephoned to another In
tha city.

“It's the most
geen In many a day,” she sald.

And the lndy at the other end of
the telephone sald, “It iso’t raining ap
here ot all”

‘wt po sooner
than she added, “Oh, yes, It's Just
beginning now ! Oh, It's a terrific
downpour, too! Dear me, | shall have
fo ring off, I must see that my win-
dows are down,"

For the King of the Cuolds had sug.
gosted s children that they run
the lower end of the city
up the very furthes|
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Then came Mother Halnhow und the
Rainbow  Brothers nnd all the Kain
children dressed In thelr best
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P'rimitive man regarded ns
nn evil spirit which could be expelled
from bimself providing for 1 an:
other habitation, The person, anlmnl,
objJect upon which he wished the dis
ease, “"enught It" from him., It was
the primitive man's theory of counta-
glon and beat the modern one *“all
hollow,” In tlmt when some one had
“caught” the disease from you you
no longer had It yourself,

The remnant of tree-worship In the
two cures under consideration Is obvl.
ous: The direct appenl % the tree In
the one case and the contact with and
uppenl to the wooden fence In the
other,  In both eases the patients put
thelr disense “up to" the tree-god
who would know how to take cnre of
it., Perhaps the boring of the three
holes in the tree I8 to fucllitate en:

trance of the disense Into It
(@ by MeClure Newspaper Syndieats.)
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Readiness to Believe
“0' course, Mre ‘'Iggins, wot they're
tellin' abont ‘er mayn’t be true, but |
palways says: If this be ‘earsay, mnke
" Doston Transcript
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WHAT HIE GRAC[OUS
HOSTESS SAYS:

By DELLA THOMPEON LUDES
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stage engagement
the faclery |
formunce of an
the mannger. whom 1|
between the nets and told me that the
Juvenile of the Wik nbout
1o quit and | could have his part, Of
course | Jumped nt the chance but |
hiand to rehearse at night, after 1 came
home from the shop.~—Richard Ben-
nett,”

TODAY-—Rlchard Bennett is beyond
the reach of such vicelssitudes of fors
tune,. He Is one of the most noted
players on the American stage. An
irlsh-American himself, he has the
remarkable talent of being able to as-
gimilate himself into any European
type, especially the Italinn, and this
has played no small part in his suc-
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Fitzroy Gardner, In his book, “More
Reminiscences of an Old Bohemian,"
tells this story about Joseph ["ulltzer:
“Oin one oceaslon, having to stny one
night in_London, and fearing that

| his rest would be disturbed by street

traffie. he lstructed his Tondon Tep-
regentative to=obtaln at any cost the
use of some private house where no
traffic could be heard. One of the
mausluus in Kenaln:tnu palnce gar-
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dens was rented for n week for the
purpose of a night's occupation,
Pulitizer was quite satisfied with the
arrangement until, In the early hours
of the morning, he was awakened by
the plercing shrieks, not many vards
away, of peacocks from Kensington
palace., He rang for his valet, gave
him a  revolver—Fulltzer, generally
had one—and fold him to go out and
slmut the birds. The valet, not dar

I e e

| B (easpoonful of sall

ras |

L tlouble

upon |

' NMINS,

nnd one-fourth teaspoonfual of salt,

"L RN,
' antil too sti to stir.
| Hzht. Al x

(@), 1927, Western Ngwapaper Unlon.)

Make yourselves nests of pleas-
ant thoughts, bright fancles, satls-
fied  memorles, nolle historles,
falthful sayings, treasure houses of
preclous  and restful thoughts,
wileh .care cannot disturb, pain
not make gloomy,; hor povertly take
away from us—houses bulit with-
out hands, for our souls to live In,
—Jolin Huskin. e L
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FOOD FOR THE FAMILY
(Good bread I8 one of the first essen-
tals In planning a mena. The follow-
ing will be kinds
Wn.[ one will like to
! serve occaslonally @
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Nut Bread.—Take one cupful of
milk hallf cupful of sugar, one
three-fourths of a enpful of wal-
fwo and one-half capfuls of Hour,
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Almond Omelet,
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Take half a
hinlved almonds,
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A Few Good Desserts.
To avold HI”“I-"HIJ_'I; L1
following may be nsedd
Butterscotch Pudding.
Moelt aone t'H]lflll of
brown sugur nml two
tablespoontuls of butler,
putil brown but net .
burned ; pour oveg “Il'.'
mixture two cupfuls of
bolling milk and simmer
untit the sugar 18 dis
solved, Meannwhile sonk
n Lthick slice of bread 1o
cold water until soft,
press all the water out of it, add the
of two eggs, 4 pinch of salt and
of vuniiin, Pour 1oto
n well buttered baking dish and bake
in a pan of water for forty-five min-
utes. Beat the whites of the eggs
s, ndd two [IIIHE*npuHIIflIIH ol
powdered sugar and the Julce of half
g lemon ; beat again, spread over Lhe
pudding and brown In a modergte
Serve hot or caold.,
Baked Apple Tarts—Cook
until tender in sirnp, but
enough to lose thelr shape.
rich pastry cut into
enough to wrap an apple.
tops  with water and dredge with
SUZHY, Buke untll well bhrowned,
Herve with o spoonful of hard sauce
Pass the
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Graham Pudding. — Cream  one-
fourth of a cupful of butter, ndd one-
the same of
one and one-half cup-
flour, one-hnlf tea-
one teaspoonful of
Mix

milk, one exE.

of graham

galt, and one cupful of raisins,

' and steam In a buttered mold two and

one-half hours., Serve with o sweet

| gAnCe,

Caramel Pudding.—Boll together one
of brown sugar and one-halt
s
solve one-fourth of a box of gelatin
In enough water to cover, add to the
girup, then when cool fold In three
heaten egg whites and pour Into cups
to cool., The whitle comes to the top
—the brown goes to the bottom. Serve
with a custard made from the egg
volks, two cupfuls of milk, sugar and
flavoring,

Baked Savory Eggs.—Cook a8 many
eggs In the shell as there are people
to serve, DPrepare the same number
of pleces of toast, butter slightly and
arrange in a dish to be served, Cut
the eggs Into halves lengthwise and
remove the volks., Put two halves on
each plece of tonst. Have ready a
small amount of mineed tongue or
chicken, mix with the egg yolks, ndd- "
Ing a little softened butter, salt and °
pepper to taste. Plle the stufiing on
each egg white, making it round up
in a little mound; sprinkle with but-
tered erumbs and set in a qulek oven
to brown the crumbs, Have ready a
cupful of white sauce or a thickened,
sensoned tomato sauce. When the
eggs are hot pour the hot sauce
around the eggs but not over them,
Berve at once,
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ing to disobhoy hls master,
desultory fiving: the
was alarmed; pollee
spot, and [Pulitzer was seriously in-
convenienced by the enforced tem-
porary absence of hils servant.”
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Language Kept Pure
French Canadians
somewhat ns It was spoken in
Seventeenth ecentnry,
Canada was cut off from France for o

did some
nelighborhood
rushed to the

expressions becaine estpblished,

spenk  French
the
because Mrench

long (e after the conquest, antl i
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Remarkalle Sunset
In the autumn and winter of 1883, a
vivid red glow suffused the western
sky for more thap an hour after the
sun set, Voleanle dust and gaseous
matter from an eruption of Krakatao
In Sunda straits were the probable

cuuse,

Like Checese

- Patron. (to second hand denlgn...,.
See here, | want my thoney back ; thiy
old finte you sold we {8 full of holes,~
Parls Rire,




