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“Richard, I would like you to meet my cousin—and I'd
also like to emphasize that she's leaving
for home next Monday!"”
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in WASHINGTON

By Walter Shead
% WNU Correspondent

The Muddle in War
Surplus Sales

WNU Washington Bureau,
J616 Eye St.. N. W,

"T'HE whole machinery of Surplus

. War Property has broken down
and the entire gituation surrounding
the disposal of more than a hundred

billion dollars worth of surplus war |

material is a confused, disorganized
[I‘i S
This is the conclusion of your

Home Town Reporter after an in- |
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[é Nave
applications
| the past
ix months, all wanting to buy sur-
plus property, moesily trucks, Jeeps
and automobiles, Only in rare in-
stances have they been able to do 80,

Here's the situation abeut surplus
property. It s now scatiered among
eight governmental agencies at 100
different points i the eopuntry—Re-
construction Finanee eorporation for
consumer goods, produeers’ goods,
war plants and aireraft; ¥, 8. Marl
time Commissionr for marine prop-
erty: the state department for goods
overseas: the departmemt of agri-
culture for food and agricultural
products; the Federal Works admin-
istration for ecommunity facililies
such as sewers and' utilities; the
Federal Housing aunthority lor hous-
ing; and the department of the ins
terior for grazing and mineral lands
and all surplus goods in Hawail,
Alaska and Puerto Rico. Then there
is the Surplus FProperty administra-
{lon presided over by W. Stuart
Symington, who, as administrator
makes policy, but who has absolute-
lv mo authority over any of the oth-
er agencies selling the property,

War Assets Corp. Formed
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veterans during

aory AcCting
1Ngon s
iuiely no
IOry or any-
1 War Assels cor-
poratiol
Reason for much: of the confusion
and misunderstanding Is this divid.
ed anuthority, and the fact that no-
where is there an inventory of the
property which Is declared surplus,
Whenever, in the opinion: of the
army or the navy, property is no
longer needed, It is turned over to
the various ageneles as surplus. The
agencles then put it up for sale,
What happens when a veleran
goes to buy surplus war property?
Say he I8 In Philadelphin
He tzavels 0 100 miles W
deipala 10 LruckK, a
and anolher gadge!

t " MIei.

Phila-
CAMera
pirst thing he
that some municipadity
has priority over him and has taken
all the trucks fit to use. Then he
finds out that there are a hundred
other veterans there ahead of him
bent on the same mission, and fur-
ther, that what he expected to buy
for ten cents or less on the deliar
is much higher and is being sold en
s celling price fixed by OPA.
Central Authority Needed

All this after he has been shunted
between the Smalley War
Plants corperation, the RFC Dis-
posal agency, the department of
commerce, and the navy
Hedistribution office
AWAY sore,
is mad and dissatisiled. Very likely
he returns empty-handed.
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Whether moving all these ulltsi

agencies into War Assels corpora-
tion will be a help I8 a matter
of conjecture, Personnel of RFC will

| still operate the War Assels cor-

poration, and apparently General
Gregory Is none too sanguine about
the success, for he is merely on loan
from the army.

What is apparently necessary Is
a merger of Surplus Property ad-
ministration and War Assels corpo-
ration, Symington, if he stays as
administrator, would be policy-mak-
ing head, and Gregory or someone
else would be sales manager, but

! with the administrator in complete

charge for centralized authority.

As a matter of fact, surplus prop-
erty is a war baby that no govern-
mental agency wants. Remembering
the scandals in surplus vroperty aft-
er World War I, the whole procedure
has been bound up in red tape by
the officials, for nobody wants to go
to jail as a result of ‘‘errors' in

surplus property sales this time.
It seems to this reporter it is

time for the President to make this
| centralized authority come true, or

else surplus war property will be a
continual headache for everybody.
The Miluvammunt will lose out and
80 the veteran,

material |
And he comes |
Everybody he deals with |

Space-Saver Racks
For Closet Doors

HY wish for more and bigger

closets if the ones you have
are not organized so that all the
space i8 used? Handy racks on
the door add readily accessible
space for things used every day
leaving inside shelves for storage.
The racks shown here are careful-

lanned to hold the things yvou
use the most, yet they are less
than three inches deep.

Kveryday hals are held In perfect shape
by a curved frant made o At crowns.
Both small' and large articles are held
conveniently in the lower rack which also
has a hanger rod. These racks are also
useful for chlldren's togs and 'iys. They
are sasy o cut out of scraps of plywood
with an ordinary compasy saw from the

dime store
[ ] - L ]

NOTE — Patternn 283 gives actual-size
cutting guldes for all parts of both of the
racks shown here. lllustrated directions
for assembling and a list of all materials
required are included, To get pattern 2853,
send 15¢ with name and adaress to:

[ MRS. RUTH WYETH
Bediord Hills

SPEANLS
New York
Drawer 10

Enclose 15 cents for Pattern No. 283
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Hion ENEREY TONE
Great for All Ages!.

Recommended
by Many DOCTORS

Helps tone up adult
sysiems -~ h t'lpl
childten build sound
teeth; strong bones,

17k 000D~ TASTING]

False Teeth Wearers

what bothers you most?
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COLD PREPARATION
LIQUID, TABLETS, SALVE, NOSE DRO

CAUTION—USE ONLY AS DIRECTED
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DO YOUR FEET HUR

Benal fu*-lnrru“ﬂlrw“ ‘ushlons and
happy relief from tired, ing fewt,
w on Alr. Mude of los soft mat
lHght and Flexible, They keep feet
Juat like n comfurtable plllow resting you
tire foot. Doctors recommend ' AlrTresd
h:l. Il'ur;:uilnl::.lw alking -lrrl. phtuilﬂ.
o | r palr, we pay eont af po
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and whether man or woman, 8 on
hlll.mlurn-?u it you do n?l: m;ﬂ .
Rmas relief. Get r 4 -
now. AT ONCE!N AIR-TREAD €O,
Sth Ave., Dapt. M-11, New York 19,

NEXT TIME IN BALTIMC
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