»d Lnptisonments of our seamen ;—hy haughty,

Lperfilint and ératemptanus disvegard of our re-

e
¥

i seas oy an armed o/ 1adepn, :!nd at a mo-
ﬁuﬁtm"m&@\prg.mmd « Tanse in har hosti-
Rities, and & repdralion for her wronms, reftect
diserace vathe Goverament that counten mces, &
o e Governopent Lhat would sehmitto thoin that

astrancey .il'ﬁil‘tWHdﬁ of juutiee ;--l.ndf eapg.
| vhe vecent Barnings of our ships oh.
o the

thas cailforthh bulone seatineat in owr bosoms,

& 5 vt of Venweygaee - —ond that, unless the ne-
, i w | o 2l "
5‘1&1' s paw prading sheuld speedily eventuate

. AN an Bonavenle mlj‘n-at:tmnl. of threse a ons,

‘Wa trast w0 Goverminent will in due season,

mese out Lossame measioe (o Pranee, which they
ave aboul to mete ouk to G, Bratain.

Bth. sl 2, That the tnanks ofthis Mecting

“Betendered to vl those Members of Congress who

have slond by ireic Country atthis ciiis, and are

preparing toptii’ < a Blow at her enemies.
Keio'nad, 'that a copy of these Reselutions, be
aadress~d to Lhe Predadent ofthe-U. ®iates,and
to the $peakers of both Houses of Congress.
J’s. BARBOU G, Chairman.
Wax. MUNFORD, Seccerciary.

Oa motions, scverally made, the thanks of the

Meatiag were then prescuied to the Chairman and

- Secretary, fur the manner in which they had pe:-

formad the duties of thairre pective yipoiniments,

R'."-;'".’!*t?.", Thata Eﬂ:l;.‘ of these pr.c tiii‘-g. ‘;JL‘ in-

s>cted i1 exch of the Newspapérs publisiicd inthe

~ City of Richinond. |

| J's. BARBOUR, Chaitman,
Wia. MUNFORD, Scervetary.
Richmond, May 3:th, 1812.

REPUBLICAN MEETING.

. At a meeting of Ropublican citizens held
at the State House, agreeably to public no
tice on Saturday the 30th May, William Kil
- ty, Esq. was eailed to the Chair, and Joho
.J. Skinner. appointed Sﬂrrﬂ!ary.

.. The purport - the mecting was stated by
the Chawinin in a short and appropriate ad
dress. Ile obsecved that the citizens were

“assembiad in order ta determine on the expe
diency of expressing in a pubiic manner their
sentimonts on the prasent postu: e of - flairs.

‘I'hat it was at all times their rightto make
such an cxpression and that it became their
duty so to o when any important erisis oc
currad  And that such a crisis appeared

' then to have arrived.

~ "That 1t was vot considered nucessary to
enor wto a recital of the injuries wlgch we

~h2o costeined 11 oar foreign relations, which
weie unfortunately too well & too generally
hnown. :

That they bad long occupied the attention

-of the gercal roverament, and that prepara
tion had been mnade for the gtate of war, which
they were likety to ;iroduce, notwithstanding

_our earnest desire to remain at pence.
that with res
sezan to behieve that every hope of an he-
nerable peace had vanished, and that ~e had

only to choose between war and cisgracefal
submission., -

- That withedt entertaining any doabt of the
wisdom or patriotism of the constitated au
thorities, ® was nevertheleas proper Lhat the
'eaple themselvesin the different sections o
the States showld ireely & explicitly declure
their opinions . :

T'hat this had already been donain the cit y
of Baltimore, and in other parts of the union,
sud that it was Pn-example proper to b fol

It was further observed. thet if our repre

~scntatives should be forced to the alternative
of war, it was proper they should be assared
thatthe hear s of their constitnents were with
them, and that they would be supported in
every measure and every sacrifice which the
honour and safety of the country might de
mand. '

The chairman concluded by expressing his
confidence that the Republican citizens who
were assembled would on' such 2n occasion
and on such a question be unilcd 10 their
sentiments, and in the manner of making
them kaown, and by assuring them of his

- aid and conruirence

A comnmitiéewas then epnointed consisting
of

J Stephen, R Ghirelin, Liewis Dyvall,
Dennis Claude, N. Brewer, W. H. Manriott
and Jassph Bunds fo the pucpose of trafting
"rcolutions expressive of the sentimantsof the
TWizeling in rega.ﬂl to the present lntcruting
erisc 1 our national eff.irs.

~ "The commitiee bavin _l'ttil‘eﬂ sfler some
time returred % reported the following pre
erable ond resolations which were read 1o the
mgcting by the Secretary and unanimousiy
nanplcﬁ : | '

WE, » pertion of the Republicen citizens

~of Anne Arundel county and the city of A 1.
napelis, asiembled for the purpose of taking
_3ato consideration the solemu importance of
the present erisis of public affaiis ; 1oling
with & just indrgnation the lawless violence
and unprovoked outrages which have heen
commifted upen our most sacred rights as a
free and independent pation, and believing
tbet those rights can only be protected from
farther infringement and violation by an im
mediate and strenuous exertion of the physi -
cal ‘orce of our country, embrace the present
uceanion of declaring to eur fellow citizens,
our-opdressors aud the world, the deep sense
,we feel of the monstrous iniquity and erucl
injustice which have been practised upon us
b_y the inexorable tyranny and frantic amb;-
tion of the government of Great Britain —
At the same time it isa daty which we owe
to our own feelings to daclare in the strong.
est terms the indignation ex-ited in our bo.
soms by the eonduct of the rulers of France :
who, regardless of the principles of mtional
fuith and candpr, seem to be governed by an
exclusive regard to the advancement of their
own interests; the gratification of their aipbi
tion and the dizement of their for.
tunes. Fro of these belligerent pow-
cers we bave sustiined the taost serious injn
“Ties ; agninet botlwisig chuse of the most
heavy compluintd’s g€ scsbnimodation with
one, evorg vay uf bope seenst e extingish
ed ; an adjustiaent of our diffcremces with the
other, we trust {s not. yet impracticable ; nor
can we forget the broad lives of distinction
which mark the cendaect of those: govern-
wents iy the nutire of the injuries they have
ifiiet>d dpon wa. Both, it is true, havg vio-
PiteR the sacred rights of propevty : but ou:
precious qud inestimable rights of perstng;

thena.

. ¢ g But!, lutely reviked from the period when the
peot to Great Britain there woel Bolin’and Milan decrees shal!,

|

| in making §ny portion of & dispatch from his nght (o demund

rty and security have slso been trampled
u n{ the ur:lunl of Grest Britain.—
'lr: rodress these injuries, and prevent their
cecurcence, the constituted sathorities of our.
country have cesorted to liggnlilt:‘ian. and‘l_-_.
db‘pla every meens consistent with the nati.
onel dignity and henor: Al these cfforts to
obtaio justice and e respect for our rights as
a free people, having been htherto used in
vain with the Bﬁﬁlﬁ nation, and the course
of thase measures, which have been recenily
adopted by the genera] government llit!.nl
ing a prospect of war withthat power 5 Zhere.

ore

Resolved, As the opinion of those here as
serabled, that the conduct of our constituted
authorities, in the management of our foreigo
relations, and the endeavors they have utad
to obtain f.om the belligerent powers justlce
and indeninity for the past, and security for
the futuré, merit the thanks, confidence and
suppn: ¢ of tha American pe0p|e-

Resvived. That should it be necessary fnr
the vindication of our rights asa free and in-
dependent nation against the injustice and op-
pr=ssion of either of the belligerents, to ap
pewl from the tribunal of reason to the povrer
;Jf the sword, we plvdgu lmrwl'-m to our
country 1n the most solemn and fervent man-
rer, to act as freduen conscious of the va.
lne of our rights, and determined to defend

Resolved "That a copy eof the prneeﬂ]irtgs
bf this meeting be forwarded by the Chair
maa to the President of the United States

—and that the same be published in the Ma- |

1 yland Republican of this City.
True Copy.
JOILIN 8§, SIINNER, Pac’ry.

| of that of May 30th, has alceady been

|

MESSAGE. i

To the Scnate and House of Representa
tives of the United States.

I lay before Congress copies of letters
which have passed between the Secretary of
State and the Envoy Extraerdirary ard
Minister Plenipotentiar of Great Britain.

JAMES MADISON.

June Sth, 1812,

CORRESPONDENCE |

4
%

(O~ THE Orpers 1§¥ Council,)
Me. Foster to Mr. Monroe.
Washington, June 4, 1812

SIR—%mce 1 had the honor of leei-ng
you at your office yesteidav, 1 have perceiv
od an articlc in the public prints, stated to
b: extracted fiom an English newspaper
and purporting to be an offi ‘ial declaration
of His Bngal lighness the Prince Regent,

tht the orders 1n council will be and arc 2b.

by some su
thentic act of the I'rench goveramant, pub
licly promalgated, be expressly and uncon |
ditionally repealed. A considerable time
has now elapsed since by order of my ‘f:-
ment I had the honor of urging to you t e
expediency of ptocniing such an authentic
act from the French government. and in zll

robability the ahove declaration may have
Len 1ssued 1n the confident expectation that
the government of the Unitet] $tutes would
have been able to produce it ere this.

At all evepts, sir, contidering the impor.
ant nature of the ahove mettioned articls
and the probability that I shall have so0n to
be the organ of sorae official communicatien
to the American goverament in relation to

it, | cannot but trust that no measare will |

mecsawhile be adopted by the Congress,
which wonld defeat the endeavar of procur.
ing a completa reconciliation betweea our
two countrics.

Should any embarrassments arise in con.
szquence of the declaration on the subject of
the propased revocation of the Ocders in
Council, above alluded to, resting at present
upon a mere statement in the newspepers, it
will no doubt eccur to yeur recallection, that

on t}lﬁ enactment Of those nrr*lerl L] l!ll'!l'illl‘l‘

was taken by Congress for the purpose of

m-eting them when they wete as yet known
but th rough the *,mb“t: p!'inu

I have the honor to be, &e &e.
(Sigred) AUGS. J. FOSTER.

Mr. Foster to Mr. Monrce,
Washington, Jane 4th, 1812.
SIR--1 mu:t rely upon your candor to
feel {ur th: embarra sment into which your
note of this day thtown me:
Willing to comply with the request con-
tained im1t, I yet vannot but be sensible that

, majesty’s Secretary of State to me the sub.
'Jet of a correspondence between us, I should |

g

not be justified to my ewn government
believe there is no example of u coerrezpon-
dence of such a nature, and I should be very
luth to estublish the precedent.

When I had the honor to make the com.
musscation of Liord Castlereagh’s disputch
Lo you, in consequenee of its being left to
ny own discretion to do so, I dd it because
I had reason to think, from the number of
letters which then remained unanswered at
your office, such accommodation, if made
through a note, might have shared the fate
f the rest. Yeou will recollect that it was
«t your own request that I acceded to the
dispatch being communicated to the Presi.
dent ; andthat it was aleo at your instance
as beisg the -only regular way in which the

subject conld com: before the American go-

vernment, that I determined to write to you
e note founded upon it, You were aware
at the lattar end of last week, that such was
my determination, which I repeated to you
M:. Graham who called upon me on
S ultimo, to ask ms when I ;:nhm-
sending it to your office. e note
mulhhuilnﬂ u{unilnn read before
any message could have been sent from the
executive to Cengress,
1 cannot, sir, consider my note as liable
to the charge of ambiguity which you now
imputeteit. Theeb
important maritime rights is more ex-
tensively tham ever connected by France with

.the demand of a repesd of our.orders in coun--

cil, and while yeu ave entirely silent as to
how far.America coticurs with her on this
point of vital interest to Gréat Britain, with
out even a prespect of uply frem yoa to
wor just oulpllmtl. ss expressed in my note
on the coincadence of ths steitude taken by

11

ndooment of our mest | g

nghts," i i

die o adivasNu, M.

America with the hoitile system ei Fr'mce,.
I catnotbut be awars of the dlfficulties to

ments which luTo héen long before the pab | for the informa‘ion of your gover:, wen.

lic, and particular!

y to the letter of Mr.|that the government of bis roy.. it

which I should expose myself in enteving | Cinkney to the Marguts Wcllealey of Ju- [ness the Prince Regent wiil couiinue to

%obm explanation on any insulaied passage
ik - Tmight, peshaps by eontinued silence
on your part, never afterwards have an op
portucity of .making further explanation
and you are well uwaie how frequenily
points taken unconnected with what pre
v:des ot foliowsThem are liable to miscon-
struction. _ _

Bat, ¢ir,a reason paramount to evary oth-
er. for my not commitiing myself to an ex
planation on any single topic, without the

discussion hefween us were to be continued,

is the publication of the highly important
declaration of his royal highnes:, the Piince
Regent, to which 1 had the honor to allude
in my neie to yoa of this morning. ¥ou
will there find stated. in as explicit and au
thertic & manne® as language can convey,
the greand upon which his majesty’s orders
in council will be revoked. 1 cannot, it is
true, as yet, refer you officially to this docu
meat, but T may now he in tﬂe exprctatinn
of recetvingz it 12 a furmal shape within a
very few days, and together with it every
explanstion possible which you may require.
I have the honor, &e¢.
(Signed) AUGS. J. FOSTER.
e Hox, James Monroe, &c. &c.

{COPY )
Mr. Monroe to My . Fester.

Donartment of S:.ute, June 6, 1812,
SIR—{

have had the honor to receive

your letter of the 4th instant. The receipl

ac-

kuowledged.

As these letters relate to the same subject.
the orders in council, 1 shall tuke botk into
view, in this reply.

Iam not disposed to make ANy anneces
sery difficelty, on account of the informality
of the document alluded to in the last lettep
If the declaration of the Prince Regent was
such as to afford the satisfaction desired, it
would be received, in any form entitled to
credit. with great interest, as a token of just
and friendly sentiments in your g:vernment
towards the United States. But nothing is
seen 1n that act, of the charncter which you
imputc toit. Without !'ﬁl'nn\'ing a ninglc
objection te the ysaneiple on which the orders
in councal were isauecﬁ and hive heen main.
taioed, it affords a complete justification of
the demand heretofore made on your govern-
ment for their repeal.

The British government bas complained,
that the United States demanded the repeal
of the orders in council en a conditional re
peal of the French decreee, although the
French condition required nothing of Great
Britain which she ought to have consented
to ; and was, moreover, & condition subse-
quent, and not precedent 5 and it now rapo
:es t0 repca] the erders in council cmxitiun-
ally alsa, with this difference, that the condi-
tion on which their repeal is to be made, is
a condition practdmt and not m\nrquent,&
1sdikewise ene which G. Britain has no right

to claim.

This condition requires that the French
decrees shall be abso utely and uncondition-
slly repealed, that is, that they shall be re
perled aecording to explanations given. not
only s they related to the United States,
but as to all other neutral nations ; and aleo
as they prebibited & commerce in British
m?nufucwru, with the enremies of Great B:i
talin.

So far as the French decrees violated the
neutral commucce of the United Statas, we
hid a right to dem nd a re peal of them. To
that extent we did demand their repeal, and
ebtained it  The repeal was declared by
en authentic and formal act of the Frenel
govarament, wnd commun ated to this go
vernmeni, by the Ministe Plenipotentiary . f
the United States ut Pa is, and to the B 111 O
government by their Minister Plenipotent
ary at Liandon, and has moreove = been off
ciilly published within the United States
The uuthenticity of. the repeal was pliced
beyond all controversy, and the official man
per 1n which it was communicated to you!
goverament ougiit to have heen satisfactory
tot A general repeal of the French De-
crees in fuvor of oll neatral nations and of
such parts of them as prohihited u trade with
France and the ccantries ander her eontrol,
in B.itish munufuctares, the U ited States
bave not deminded, because they bad no

it. n

The Uilicd States have erquired of G
Britain no more than they required of
Fience 3 namely, that her unlawful edict:
should be repealed 60 far as thepy related to
us. Toacomplianee with this demand your
government has prescribed conditions, the
mere recital of which is snfficient to shew
their lg.lultice. The United States can ne-
ver suffsr their rights to be violated by Great
B .itain because the commerce of her enemy

}_u not regulated to suit hep interest and po-
iey. .

If the I?uln_of Bissano’s report to the
Conservative Senate of France. published

ia & French newspaper, be sufficient evi
dence that the French decrecs are now in
force, 1t is not perceivad on what ground the
bigh evidence which has been sfforded of
their repeal could have been resisted.

It is further made a condition on the pro-
posed repzal, bythe declaration of the Prince
(Regent, that 1t shall take effoct at a futwre
uozertain day ; and that the orders in ceun
ci! should be agyin in force on a eontingen-
;-Lol' which the British government as to be
1

sole judge, If this were o ground on
which the Uniwd States could call upon

Freuee torepeal her decrees in case ay
were still in firce as te them, surely the
French repeal, to take effect on & fature

specified day, and whose revival was not pro
vided for on

iRd. on whi
- he

“Tu reply to i.ir insinuation, that the de
mand made on your government to repeul its

edicts which vinlgte the neutral rights of the:

U.S. s n

NG B ncert with France, to ob.

abandonment of maritim
eat to tefor you to dog

tain £

any contingency whatever, was |
.} 9its, language and manners, between the

naury 14, 1811, protesting 10 the most point
¢d mepner against looking toany other source
for the opinions end principles of ‘he U, 8.
thaa to the U 8. themselves. Lt me re
pea’, wi h re-peec io ‘he orders in council,
that «ll we demand is, that ihey cease 10
violate the new val rightsof the U. 8. whick
they have long viola ed and sill viola'e on
the high seas. Shiould tiey be continned
to France in any form whi h may not vie-
late these rish 8, or a8 10 u:y oiher neatral
na‘ion to which they may be applicable, it
weuld be for such naiion and not for the U,
S. te contend against them. _

The report of the French minister on
which thisdeclaration of your government is
founded, «flords no proof that he French
government in‘ended by it to violare 118 en-
gagement to the U, 8. as to the rapeal of ' he
Decrees. It eviden ly refers to the conti-
nental system, by the means celied on to
enforce 1t. The armies of France can be
of mo avail e1'her in the support or violation
of mirtiime righ's.
the more jus'ifiable from the consideratinn
that it is supporied by corresponding acts of
the French goveiament, continued from the
time of the repeal, and by communications

to the minil‘erjlenipo'eufitry of the U, 8.
at Paris te the date of that report.

I beg you, sir, to be assured that it is
painful 'o me to have impased the least em.
carrassment on you, by the correspondence
on the differen-e beiween the tenor of Lord
Castlereagh's letter to you, & yours found-
ed on it tome. 1Icontirue 16 purinade m -
self, however, that you will become umib(e.
that with & knowledge of the extent given
by your gcvernment to the conditions on
which alo ¢ 1's orders will be repealed, and
‘hat this exten', was always contemplated
by yotr govesnment, it was impossihle for
‘he President to be inattentive to the fact,
or withhold it from the legisiative branch of
the geveriment ; I have 10 add, ihat had it
heen proper for him 50 10 have done, the late
hour ar which your note was received, not

tll the noon of the 1st inst. was not in time !

‘0 be considered in relation to
sent to Congress on that duy.
With great respect and consideration,
I have the horor to he, &c.

{Sigred) JAS. MONROE.

(Onihe sxljeet of Impresced scamen, 3
MR. FOSTER TO MONROE.

Washirgtony June \, 1812,

S$IR—-1 have the honor to acknowled
the receipt of your letter of (he 30th uit.
In reply o my note of April 14, relating
to a scaman who had been encouraged to
desert from his majesty’s schooner

the message

This cons ruction s

give the wmost positive ord=rs agrainst
the detention of American ciimsns en
board his majesty’s ships ;3 ard that no
difficulties, beyond what wre requi.
site for clearly ascertaizing the nae
tlonal characier of individueis, whous
cases are brought bofure the loids com-
ralesioners of the Admiraity, will be in-
terposed !o prevent or delay their im-
medlate discharee,

The Lurl et Liiverpool, while he heold
the cffice of his M:mstv’s Secretary of
Siate for Foveign Aflairs ud interim,was
commaunded to moke kne ® the ease of
Williamm Bowman,siated Ly the affidayit
of his wife tobe forcibly detained on board
the U. States® ship Llornet.  The depara
ture ofthis vessel precluded Mr. Russe!l
from making the necessary representas
tion to the commanding officer of the
[fornet. As,however, Mr. Russell wiil
have prabably stated, the circumstances
of the case to this government, I am in
hopes there will be no difficulty in obtain.
ing his release.

On the papers enclosed, those marked
No. 1. consist of a copy of a letter from
Admiral Sir Roger Curtls, commander
in chicfat Portsmouth, te Mr, Croker,
the secretary to the admiralty,enclosing
a copy of the depositivn upon oath of
Charles Davis,an lvishman by birth,who
was lately serving on board the U, Siates®
(rigate Constitution under the name of
Thomas Hcllands ;3 and of a letter from
Captain Hall, of his Majesty’s ship Noy-
al William,to Admiral Sir Roger Curiis,
giving on account of the same Charles
Davls, & of his escape irem the Constis
tution frigute.

No. 3. contains the copy of a letter
from Captain Iall to Sir Roger Curtis,
trans:mitting a statement of the names
and descriptions of 28 British seamen en
board the Constitution and Wasp.

No. 3. contains a copy of aletter from
Sir Roger Curtis to Mr. Croker, stating
the real name and birth place of William

| Smith,who ran away from the U, Statee’

Constitutiop, and who nroves to be a pa-
tive of England and whese name is John
Taylor.

No. 4. centains the copy of another let-
ter from Sir Roger Curtis to Mr. Crok-
ery transmi ting the aflidavits of George
Warren and Daniel Muiphy, British
seamen who ran away from the Consiie
tution and Hornet § and of the wife of
William Bowman, who is alluded 1o a=

 bove.

&nd No. 5. contains the deposition

Gleaner, by certain of the inhabitants of | UPOR oath of John Taylor, mentioned in

the city of Annapolis, and containing an
offer, which I shall

have been impressed on board his majes.
ty’s ships and can be legally claimed by
the government of the U. States.
Thecircumstances whichattended the
instance mentioned in my former letter
of April 5thywhen several seamen of the
same vessel (the Gleaner) ware under
the very eyes of cheir officer, and jn a
manner exceedingly insulting to hi:
feelings, assailed the endeavors of the
same people to engage them to desert,is
net adverted to in your letter ; but § sup-
pose I am to cenclude,from the tenor of
it, that no remedy can be applied in such
cav®s by the constituted authorities of
the country, which is very much to be
egretted, as it leaves the commanders
af shins of war who may have d- <p-tches
-3 convey on shore in Ameri..n ports
~onfinually expnsed to have their bo s’

isagreeable necessity under which they
wre of endeavoring to recover them from
on beard of (he merchantships.in which
.uch seamcn afterwards engage them-
selves
[ do rot nre~nd,sir, to justify the cap-
taln of iie Bridsh ship of war who re.
tused to duiiver the American deserter,
mentioned in your letter, not knowing

he circumstances under which ks act
ed,

It will nodauht however cecur to you,
that if you could state a single instance
where crowds have collected vound an
American ‘officer on his landing kb
ngland, with a view to insult himy and
entice his men to abandon him, 2s is
too often the practice in the United
States such an instance would be niore
directly in point,

I have now, sir,the honer to iay before
yeu, by order of his royal highness the
Prince Regent, the enclosed papers { No
1, 2, 3, 4, 5,) relating to English scamen
who have been detained, against their
will, on board of certain ships of war of
the United States, which have of Jate
visited Great Britain ; and to express his
royal highness’s sincere belief,that these
several sources of complaint have origi-
nated without the concurrence or parti-
cipation of a state with which he is so
anxious to preserve an amicable inter
course, as well as his conviction that the
goverument of America hus only 1o be
informed of the fuct to take prompt arid
satislactory measures for the correction
of the practice.

The American government will per-
ceive, from this friendly communica-
tion, that it is not on this side of the wa.
ter alone that the inconvenience neees.
sarily resulting from the similarity of ha.

inhabitants of the two countries, is pro-
ductive of subjects of complaint and re-
gret. These are however, at the same
time matural and strong inducements for
a conformity of interests, and mnst par
ticularly for a readiness to give and 16

ceive mutual explanatons upon all sub-

jects of difference.

$ wyedtin charge to repeat to you.si'r,

always be very happy |

to repeat, of using my best exertions to
procure the discharge of such seamen as

e th nariy frem that vessel who pursued him
row seduced from them with impunity, ome distance inlo the conntry ; [ shell
nd ‘ends te shew, more than ever, the

for the surrender of deserters

No. 3.

The correspondence between the Eard.
of L.iverpoo! and Mr. Russel,on the sub.
ject of Bowman, I do not enclose, cone

- luding that Mr. Bassell will have alrege
dy transmitted ccpies of it to his governe
ment, You will, how:ver, fid in No.
4. fhe statement of the circumstances ate
tending Bovman’s forcinle detention.
1 have the honor to be, &¢. &e. ke,
(Signed)
. AUG. J. FOSTER.

MR MONROE TO MR. FOSTER.

Depiariment f State, June 8. 1812
SIR—1 have had the honor to receive
your letter of June 1Ist, with the papers
encloscd, relating to several British sea-
men who are stated to have entered into
the naval service el 1he United States.
Without repe:ting what I had the hoe
nor to state to you in a peisonal inter-
view respecting the deserter from the
Glciner, and the conduct of the armed

confie my remarks to your camplaint of
the detention of British seamen in  A-
merican vessels, twenty eighi of whom
are said to be on board the Constitution.
Although the fact cannot have been ad-
mittedon the evidence prodused,because
it s contrary tothe liws of the U. States,
yet it will be enquired into. It is also
prssible that the seamen so detained,ad-
mitting the fact of their detentien, may
have become legally American citizens,
in which case they must be protected as
such. The government of the United
States can make no distinction between
native and naturalized citizens as has
been already remarked to you. I repeat
also,that your government cannot object
to this rule, beecause a British statute na.
turaliz: s, ipeo facio, all alien scamen whe
shall have been two years on board g
British ¢hip of war,and considers them,
equally with patives, within the ille.
giance, and entitled to the protection -f
Gl Briflin;

The principal objact of your letter
scemstobo,lo indsome analogy between
the American practice with respect to
seatnen and the British practice, and to
deduce from the former a justification of
the latter. Permit me to note the dif.
ference, or rather the contrast bctween
them.

The regulations of the U. S, prohibie
the enlistaentof aliens into their vessels
of war. No such regulations exist on ths
side of (5. Britain |

Enlistments,by force or impressment,
are contrary to the laws of the U. Siates,
This mode of procuring crews for pub.
lie ships is not enly practiced by Greae
Britain within her legal Jurisdiction, bug
is extended to foreign vesscls on the
high seas, with abuses which agsravate

the outrage to the nations to whom the
vessels belong,

Most of the states composic» nar U.
nion have enacted laws providing for (he
restoratien of sgamen abandoning 1he
service of merchant vessgls, 1o which
they wgre bound by voluniary engage.
ment. If no prevision has been made

from puh.
lic ships, it is because such duerars.

although iy many instances fo;ied inw

f i - '
* | u N G e i il | i i ity it s |
L e s i e —— 00 ] L“ —




