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e | muda, snd-croize off our southern eonst.—— | nefit of our souwiry : the enly gonsnlition

be concerned in | Baw nothing till the ight of the 18th, at 1-2
tercett that T con |pact 9, P, M. discovered a sil very near us,

1|land, with orders to preceed from thence |g ust, in latitads 36, N. lengitad. 62, W .
iﬂ‘ifidut"y feel an the occasion being de:|to New York with such Americans as |discovered one of the epemy’s frigatas stand-

nhlb l‘ rived from kaowing that our being ot sea ! he msy receive in exchange.

hrpe

TT—_—————
P M

. onit
| m&o sinallngss of our force was cal-
, ecla

Jscnce of

ted

rather ¢~ encouragathan intimidate &

saob, and saggest the propriety of retiring

%o some private place where our nmmbers

gould not be known, & from whence we could

as ansily be marchad to the jail ; this he refus
ed to do, but sent the adjutant to inform you
of it and receive your orders ; who returned
from yonr hoase with information that you
were not there, Soon sfierward in the ab-

the Col. 1 directed Mr, Cheston

to go to the jeil to yoo make the above com-

munication, and request you ?nuld order us
#nto & private place or dismiss us, as 1 was

firmly parsaaded of the |mp§:.blblluy of in-

cressing oar numbers and that tha few we
had weve more likaly to prevent than aceom-
ylish the object we had in view. Mr. Ches.
ton informed me upon bis retarn to Guy
strect that he had no opportunity of making
the commaaication te you, but that you had
divected him to request Col. Sterrett to dis

miss the regiment, which was soon after
complied with, I have %0 hesitation in de-
claring that I then approved of the ort!eu
£or dismisiul, as we never had at any time
duriag the evening foity men under arms is
guv regiment, and these were orde_red to take
no ball cartrtdges ; and I am satisfied there
were at least four or five times that number

~of peoplo collectad around us. After we

wore dismissed Col. Sterrett propored to
‘me that we sheuld change our clothes and
repair to the jail, to which T consented ; af-
ter wa separated T eould not agzin find him,

it being dark ; made sail and gave chece, &
could tee that she was o Iu'ig:nr At 11, brot
ber to, and sent a boat on d, fouad her
to be the American privateer Decatur, be-
longing to Salem, with & ceew of one hun.
dred and eight men and fourteen gans, twelve
of which shie had thrown nerb«.rfl whilst we
were in chase of him. The eaptain came on’
board, and informed me thet he saw the day
betore .a ship of war nundin%to the south.
ward, and that :he could not be far from us;
at 12, P. M. made sail to the southward, in.
tending if possible to fall in with her. Tha
privateer stoed in for Cape Race, wntenuing
to cruize there, and take ships by bc:rardmg,
as he had lest 21l his guns but two. fhe a.
bove is a memorandum of what took place on
board the Cosstiution under my command,
from the time we left Boston up to the 16th
instant, which 1 hope will meet your sppro-
bation.
I have the honor to be,
With great respect,
Sifi
Your obedient servant,
ISAAC HULL.
The Hon. Pavr. HaMmiLtON,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington City.

, LETTER
FROM COMMODORE ROGERS
TO THE
SECRETARY OF THE NAVY,
U. 8. Frigate Presidcnt,
Boaton, September 1, 1812,

oh“‘ml the enem y to concentrale a conside

rable poition of his nost active Yorce and
thereby prevent his captoring an inealcula

b]ﬂ fmount of American prnpert. y that Hﬁultl
otheprwise have fullen & racrifice.,

I am aware of the anxiety you must have

experinced at not hesring from me for such
a length of time, byt this I ain sure you will

not attribute in avy degree to neglect, when
linform you that not a single proper oppor-
tunity occurred from the time of leaviog the
U. States until our retarn.

Mer. Newcomb, whe will deliver you this,
you will find an intc!!ilgent ysumg man, ca
pable of giving such information as you mey
deem of any moment, he will at the same
time deliver you a chart shewing the tract in
which we cruized : Annexed is a list of
vesscls captured, re-captured and hurnt.

The four vessels we chased and did not
come up with was, the Belvidere, a small
ptiot boat schooner supposed to be an Ame.
rican privateer, the hermaphredite privateer
brig Yankee, which we lost sight of ina

1foaz, but whose character we afterwards learnt

and a frigate supposed to be Buitish, that we
chased on the 28th ult. near the shoal of
George’s Bank, and should cerininly have
come tp with, had we have lad the advant.
age of two hours more day light,

On board of the several vessels of the squa.
dron there ars between 80 and 100 prisoners.
taken from the vessels we captured during
oor late crmze: The government not hav

_|ing towards as urder a press of sail, epps-

At a raore suitable opportunity Ishall rently with an intention of speaking ns.—

¢o myscil the honor to lay before you
copies of every paper relative to this
transection, awd sincerely hope thut my
conduct in this afiair may meet wiin
your app:ebtion.

As the Essex has heen so annoying

shouf Bermuda, Nova Scotia and New.
fou:.dland, 1 expect 1 shall have to run
the giuntlet thre® their cruisers ; you
may however rest assured that all aship
of her size can do shall be done, and
whatever may be our fate our country
shall never blueh for us.

I have the honor. &c. _
(S1gned) D, PORTER,
Hon. Pavr HamirnTON,
Sccretary of the Mavy,
Washington.

[ The following are the papers accom.
panying the p.«ceding ¢ viz my twe lst-
ters to captain Laughavne, with his an
swer, verbal and written, to the ﬁrati.a
copy of the passport given to lieuts Wl
merarda cupy of Capt. Laugharne’s cer-
tiicate, certifving to the number of pii-
soners put cn board the Cartel Alart.]

August 18, 1812.

Sin—An arrangemtnt has suggnted it
self to me, which, 1n my opinion, 18 calcu-
lated to advance the interest of the United
States, as well as thet of his Britannic ma.
jast J, and if acceded to by you thsll bo
mediately put in execution: should you ob-
to the terros

Stood for him ander easy sail, with the ship

prepared for action ; appichensive that he

might oot find us in the night, I hoisted o
hight, At O, he made a sigral, cendisting
nF two flashes and ona blae ﬁght, apparest-
l! about four miles dictance frem ns. I cone
tinued to stund on for the point where they
were seen until midaight. when not getting
sight of the énemy, I concluded that it would
be best to heave to for him until day light,
Fruuming thet he had done the sume, or that
ve would at least have kept in our neigh.
borheod ; but to my great surprise and tho
mortification of iny cflicers and crew (whoso
ceal on every occasion excites my admira.
tion) we discovered in the morning that the
bird bad fiuwn ! From the latitude and lone
Eitudﬁ iﬂ Whit‘h we 2aw lhi! ‘V!Srtfl, I.I'Id fl‘nln

er fleetne-s, which enabled her to disaps
pear 80 soon, 1 think it not wnlikely thiat it
was the Acasta, of 50 gunsand 550 men, sent
out with so much parade, ac compsnied hy
the Ring Dove of 22 guns, to cruise for the
Enex! Perhaps, however, she weut to scek
ler consost,

I have the honor fo be, with great respeet,
your obedient servant,

D. PORTER.

Hun, Pavl Hemilton,

Sec’ry of the Navyy,
At sea, Sept. 5¢h, 182,
S1r-=0n the 4th inst. ¢ff the Tail of
St.George's Bank, I discovered two ships

of war to the soutMward—the brig n
chase of an American merchant ship,
and I have notthe slightest doubtef their
being enemies—gave chace to the brig,
which attemnpted to get past us to join

ing any agent for prisoners here, 1 shall jeot they will not after this be
{send them to Com. Bainbridge, to be dispes- |, eated, and the treatment usual to prison-

e or in such m.:ner as best appears withi .0 of war will in futu.e be observed towards
the interest of the U. States, and which 1 your crew.

hape may meet your spprobativn. Anv, 1. Thae Alert to be doprived of al!

bat wes intormed he had gone tewards North
Gay strect, and 1 presumed he had gone to
the jail 3 T met My, N. C. Hail who agreed

to g» there with me; ow our way we mct you

SIR, '

I had the honor yesterday of inform.
ing you of the arrival of the squadron,
und Jow to state the result and particu.

.' A R & %_hh pri;; ma r:.!:" erew out
(3 31 e on a crew on
A hcs.q. ﬁﬂ\ 0
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qo Toliiday street and you informed us that

all was traequil et the juil ;- that there were
fow people there and thoss appeared to be
erderly and discreet ; and that there was no
necessity for iy poing, as you were satisfi-
ed the gentlemen were prrferllg sefe ; s0
mach so, that vou did not intend to retorn
there again. Upon this I returned home
and had 0o further converstion with you
antil some days efter the drendful massacre
was perpetrated at the jeil,
" Yourcbedient humble servant,

R K. HEATH.

. &United States IPrigate Constitation, off Bos

~ paseed near the coast, as far down as the Bay |

ton Light, Angast 28th, 1812.

SIR I have the honor to inform ycu that
after leaving Boston Light on the 2d inst.
the date of my last letter to you, I st »1 to
the eastward along the coast, 10 hopes to
fall in with one of the enemy’s frigates,
which was reported to be cruizing in that
direction, the day before I left Boston. J

of Fundy, but saw nothing. I then run ofi
Halifax and Cape Sables, & remained near
there for three or four days without seetng
soy thing, which. made me determine to
chanqa my situation to the eastward towards

Newloundland, T accordingly bore up,eand

ran to the eastward under all sail. passing
near the Jsle of Sables, and hauling in to

vetew W ML VI v A UIpllvg Oy Sehuitiive,

fear Cape Race, tointerceps the ship: of

the enemy bound either to or from Quebec

* or Halifox, and to be in a rituation to re-

#

-+ fell ia with e light merchent brig, bound to

. Halifaz, from Newfoundland ; & as she was
rot worth sending in, [ took the crew. on
- board and set her on fire,

seaptara such of our vessels 83 they might be
seadin

On%b'orlmh inst, being off Cape Rage, |

On sha 11th, 1

| fell 1o zith the Dritish br'llg Adeone, from

iy
’ \
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Nova Scotia, bound to Enzland, loaded
with timber, [ took the crew out of her and
sel her on five, and made sail to take a oteti
on nearer Cape Rece, wheio we continued
erviziag until the morning of tha 15th, at
-'aly-ligm : when five 001! were in oI‘i.t olhead
of us; ‘spparently a smmll convoy [ gave
<hace under a press of nil, end seon fouad
that we gained on them very fast, en dis
covercd Lthat one af them #es o iJip of ».

tack with vs, B 7 this Lume wa coul? plain
ly discover that the
AL S, coming ul|: very fast with the
conld see that she Liad cast off the
#he had in tow, and had eet Ler on

,‘w‘.ﬂ'&ﬂ'ﬂd a second brig to stand

| * e wind to separate them. h: HY
of war makiog seil to windward, I'gave
chece to a'ship which appeared to be under

mﬁsjm we came up with her, she

to be a British ship, prize to tha Dul.
phin priveteer, of Salem. - tihe had been
spoken by the ship of war, but we came up
with them hfdl".'g’n' "had time to put men

‘on board and take charze of her. Whilst

‘our boats were boarding this vessel. the ship
of war had got nearly hull down from us ;

,, ﬁ‘!ﬁmhndi‘ng from one of the prisvaers
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' on the western edgs of th. Giand Bank. not

i',“;-*

om Laver

" that'she was a very fast sailer, J found it
woeld not be possible to come up with her

bafore night, of perhaps not then; I there.

fore gave u: to the hrig that run before
‘wind, determined to destroy all his con

and that

l'ni, we s00n foand we came up fst with the
ﬁ_' !

¥ were Madking every exer
get o throwing overboard all the
lumber, waler casks, &e. -

At2 P, M. we brought to the shace, and
found her to be the American brig Adcline,

im 1 _ Y s &e.
12¢ to. the Drituh sloop of wae Avenger.

Ps to @6t into the nserest
TOM ah pfili TAsrs-

f this vessel I l.-rlll that the krig burntiwithi
war h‘on‘ed to New York'
with hemp, duck, &c. last]to

- the sloop
having gone ia there in dis-

L chaced g0 far to the eastward a:

Haei

t0 make 1t itapossible to come un with the
sloop of war, | determined to c‘l\urge my
.-'flnﬁ ﬁ"llﬂd. es [ foun'l ‘l’ some of the

’ﬂi,hon that carue from this veseel, that the
nedron that chesed u: off New Yok, ware

far distart fomme. | ancordingly stood to

Yhe Muthyacd, Witendiog to pass near Bes-

ship of war had & brig

lars of our cruise.

Previous to leaving New-York on the
21stof June, I heard that a Beatish con.
voy had seiled from Jamalea for England
on or about the 20th cf the preceding
n.onth,asd on being informed Uf.lht!d'.'.'.-
claration of war against G. Britain [ de
rermined in the event of Com. Decatur
joising me with (he U, States,Congress
and Argus, as you Rad directed, to goin
pursuit of them,

The U. States, Congress and Argus,
did join me on the 21°t,; with whick
vessels, this ship and the Homet, | ac.
cordingly sailed in lces ‘ba. an hour ab
.er 1 reccived yo.r order: ufthe 13l
of June, &:componied by vour ficial
communication of the declaration ni war.

On leaving ‘New York I shaped ou
courss seuth easterly,in the expectaticn
falling in wiia vessels,by whiclhi [ ahould
hear of the before mentioned ~onvoy, &
the following night met with an Awme
rican brig that gave me the sought (u:
informatiion : the squudron now crow:d
ed sail in pursuit, but the next morning
was takicnout of its course by the pursut
of tive Uritish frigate, that I since hud
wus the Belvidererelative to which I10eg
leave to referyou tothe enclossed extract

from my 3ournal : aflter repriving o far
e oensihla the S<junp dana hathe Ralyd

ere to our spars and rigging, we again
crowded all sail and resuinedoue course.

in pursuit of the convoy but did not re.
ceive further intelligence of it until the
29:h ol June, an the western edoe of the
hanks of Newloundland where we snoke

an American schoorer, the masier o)

which reported tiat he had 2 days before
passed them in lat, 43 iong. 55 steering
to the eastward 3 I was surprised to find
that tln-convc{ was still 8o far to the
eastward of us but was urged, however,
13 well by what | considered mmy duty a-
hy inclination, to coatinuc the pursuit.

On the 1siof July, a little 1o the ¢as
ward of Newfoutidland bhank, we fe'l i
with quan‘ities cfcecoa nut she lsoran; -
peels, &e. which indicated 1hat the con
voy we~re not far distant, and we pursi-
ed it with zeal, «ltiough frequently tak

.1 e ont of our ceurss by vessels it was

et son rire they tacked, & sood on the sem-

Lecessary to chacs, withinut geining any
lariherantelligence until tiie 9th of Jo.
lysinlantude 45 30, longtiiude 23, w

With the greatest cspect,
I have the honor to be, Sir,
Your obedient servant,

JOHN RODGERS.

The Hon. Pave. Hasinron,

Secretary of the Navy, Waskington,

List of vessels caplured, re eaptured, and de
stroyed.

July 24, Briz Traveller, 277 tons, Jas.
Amery, master, of Newesstle, Eng. 10 men,
hoand frem the Bay of Fundy, owned by
(rearge Dunn, Gewrge Watsen, Matthew
Daonr, and Jein Stocker, cargo timbey,—

1 Sarnt.

Jaly 4th, Biiz Datchess of Portland. 9
gane, 11 men, of Neweastle, Eog. beund
from Newcesile to Nove Scotia, in ballast
Burnt.

July 8th, Brig Dolphin, 241 tors, 12
guns, 2 men. I'hillp Cahlot, ef Jerrey, Eng.
heand from Jereey to Nawfoundland, io bli
last and some cargo, owned by Vinter ard
Nicell.— Sent into the U, Siates.

July 24th  8iiu Joha, of Lencaster, 10
gund, aad 30 wen bound frem Lendon to
Martinique, in ballist.—~Sent into the Unit
ed States.

Auvgudt £d.  Brig Argo, 168 tons 10 guns
and 10 men, Wm, Middleton, master. of
Lionden, Lonnd fren: Pernimbucco, to Lien

don, leden with cotton, fustic, and about
POUY 18 gold.~Viduied £ the U Beates

August 17th.  8¢Vr ddeline, of London,
1o men, bound from: Haytite Loodon, e

den with cuffee.~Oidered for the United
States.

Angast 25th.  Sch’s Botgey, of Marb)..
head, f om Naples, Iaden with brandy, re.
coptured from the Gu. rriere, who had or
dered her fa; Hulifux ; 4 men and midahi
man (prize master.)— Ovdered her for I.Er

U. Statess
JNO. ROPGERS.
COPIES OF LETTE?R S,

Received at the Navy Department from
Captair PorTrr, of the U. States’ iri.
gaite liesex U 32 puns,

Alsea Juguet 17,1812,

SiR,

. aave the ouor to inform you that on
e 13:h his Britannic majesty’s tloor
b war Alert,coptain'T, LR, Laugharne,
ran down ©n our weailicr quarter, gave
reechisers, aud cummenced an action

ceptuied the Briish private armed briv | (if 80 tpifling a shirmish deserves the

Dolphin, cf Jersey, and was informe
by some oi her crew that they had scen
the convoy the preceding cvening, the
weather was not clem at the time, but
that they had counied 85 sail, and that
the force charged with its protection con-
sisied of eme two decker,a frigate,a sioop
¢t war,and abrig.

This was the last intelligence I re
ceived of the before meniioned convoy
slthough its pursuit was continued un
til the 13th of July, teing then wihin
lBlor 20 hours satl of the British ehon-
nel.

From this we steered for the Island of
Madeica passed close by it on the 21st of Ju
ly : thence near the Azores, and saw Corvae
and Floras ; thence steere | sor the banks of
Newfoundland ¢ snd from the latter | lac:
(by the way ot Cape Sable) to this port, it
having beceme indupencable necessary (by
the time we reached our own coest) to make
the first convenieat port in the U. Statea ;

"l;‘wingf.l M sorry o sy, to that wretched

disease the scurvy liaving made its appene
ance ob hoard of the vestels, most g nerally
toa degree seriously alarming. :

From the western part of the Barks of
Newfo.ndland to our malt'm" the Island of
Madeira the weather was such, st loast six
tlpl out of seven. as to obscure, from ou;
dizcovery every object that we did not.pass
n four or five miles of, and indeed for
several days togethes the fog was 80 thick

Prevest oar séeing each other, even at ca-
iles length asunder, more than twice or thrice
In the 24 hears.

Froiunthe time of our leaning the U. States
until our arrival here we chased every vessel
we taw, and you will not be a little astonish
ed when I inform yoa that althe’ we bro*t
too every thing we did chase, with the ex

caption of frur yessess, we only made rever

eapteres and one re-cupture. |
1¢ is troly an unpleasert task to be obliged

aame) and atier ¥ minutes firing struck
ter colers, witl 7 feet water io her hold,
much cut to picces, and three men
vouuded.

Ineed notinform you that the ufficers
uitd crew of the Fesexbehaved as I trus:
W Americens wiil i such cases,and it is
nly te be regraiied that so much zga)
snd activity cculd not have been display

| ed on an occasion that weuid have done

ey more heoor, ‘I'he Eesex has not
received the siijrhesi v jury.

The Ajert was ouc [or tire purpose o
1?.3."1-‘:3' the Hornes !

1 huve the honor to b2, with great re.
ptct, your oh’t servant,

(Signec)

Hon. PavL Haumiroy,

Sec., @f the Mavy, Washington,

At sca, August 0.

IR,

Firding myeelf much embarrassed by
the Alertfrom the great number of pri
woness we have already made (shout 500)
Teencluded that before our arrival in A
merich the number would be cousidera.
bly aug:nented, and as I found my pro.
visions and water getting shert, and be.
ing well satisfied that a plan kad been or-
ganised by them for rising on the ship
in the event of an engagement ; I consi
dered it to k> the interest of my country
to get clear ol chein as speedily as posei.
ble, particularly as [ was well assured
that immediately on their arrivel in St.
Jahn's un equal number of my country
men woald he relcased and find a sure
and immediate conveyance. [ therefore
drew up written stipulations correspond-
ing with the accompanying lefters ;
threwall the guns ofithe Alert overboard ;
withdrew from her sil themen belonging
0 the Essex ;Mappointed Liecut: J, P,

Wilmner to command her as a cartel,
1} j:'l‘ln

L. PORTER.

tched hor for St. Johns, in

ber armument, snd te proceed nnder charge
of an cfficer of that ship as & Cartel to such
British port as you may deem most udvisea-
ble, and ts take your cfficers and crew, to-
gether with the British captains and mutes
¢f merchant veesels with their crew, now pri-
soners on board this ship.

Art.3d. The officors to go on parole of
honor, not to serve against the United States
of Amervies during the existing war, untill
regilarly exchanged.  The captaing and
mates of merchant vessels with theie crews,
as woi as the petty officers, scamen, marines,
landemen and boys composing  your crew to
he exchunged immediately on their arrival
in 3 British pert for en eqaal number of e-
quel grades of American prisoners, and are
not to serve sguinst the United States until
Lha uuhanga Inkﬂ! th!.

Ant 34. The swords of the cfi:cers to be
vetorned to them

Arr. dth. Ynu to re.main 248 A platlgt
fer the faithful fuifilment of the foregoing
articles.

1 have the haner. &-.
(Qigned) D. PORTER.
Capt* T L., P. Laugharte,
lats commandier of his B. M.
sloop iof war Aleri—Present,

After delive: ng the preceding letter to
Captain Laoghacne, he verbally informed
wme, * That liis officers pl’eferruc( remaining
wich bim and shiwing his fate, sud as he was
cenfident that some of his ship’s company
were mueh przjudiced against him, he did
not with them to go to Nawfouaedland, unti!
tie eonld be present to eppear ia his owi jus

{tification. before thay could have un oppor

tugity of injuring his howor and reputatior
as an ofhicer, both of which he held as inos-
timable, and as a court ma:tial cauld not bs
neld in his ebheence.”

the following letter :
August 18, 1812,

He then wrote nue

the rest of the squadron § this we pre.
vented and compelivd her tostand to the
northwaid ; contitued in chase until we
got abreast the Americanship, when we
save over chase as the wind was getting
igbt and the brig leaving us with hev
sweeps cut. On shewing our colors to

the American merchant ship,several sig-
oal guns were fired by the ships to the
southward, which made all s2ilin chase
ofus. At 4P, M.they had gained our
wake and had comeup wiih us very fast,
Ualculating on makibr my escape by
wome manceuvre in the course of the
night, 1 hoisted American colers and
ired a gun to windward ; the ships stil
contitiuing to gain ¢n us and the kargesf
being considerably 10 windward of the
other, and about 5 milca astern of us,
beering S. by W, I determined to heave
abeut as scon as it grow durk, and in the
cvent of our not bieing able to pass iim,
to fire a broadsida into him and lay him
on board. With this view, made every
arrangement and preparation, the crew
in high spirits, ard gave three cheers
when the plan was proposed to them.—e
At 20 minutes efter 7, hove about and
itoed S. . by S. (the wind heading ve
i the mioment we hove in stays) until
30 mieaies after 8 when we hore away
5. W. withcut seeing any thing more of
them, which seems the more extraordie
n8iy as 3 pistel was fired by accident on
roard this ship at the moment when we
musthave bech at our shertest distance
{om them. Finding myself thus cus
off fcom New York and Rhede Island, I
made the best of my way for the Dela-
wire.

Considering this escape a very extra.
ordinary one,l havethe honor to enclose
you a sketch of the position of the ships
at three different periods, by which you

Sirn—1 have the honor to scknowledge wil!_perceive at once the plan of effecte
the reccipt of your letter of this dey’s date. | ing il

«ffering an arvengem~nt for the oﬂ'l’cerl an
crew of Lis mujesty’s late sloop Alert,

In answey therete I beg to inform you, I
accept and agree to the first, second and

third srticles, but permit me to mention my
objection to the last, as it seems by yourre
aniring me to remain asan hostege for the
pecformance of the preceding ores, to east
(2ithoagh I am willing to helieve uninten:
tionally) an indirect suspicicn on the faith
of the Diitsh government, so universeliy
knowa for ite ﬁﬁﬁlmunt of every con.pact
entered into b{y its public servants.

By your a lowing me to accompany my
ship’s company and officers, I will pledge
to yon mine honor to see the articles of our
releare fully complied with on oar arrival in

s Britich 'pnl"l Q
Should you object to this, my officers pro-.

for reaining with me till we are regulaily
exchaaged.
I have the honor, &e.
(Signed)
». L.JD LAUGHARNE,

L.ate commander of his
m:jesty’s sloopr Alert.
Capt D. Ponren,

U. 8. Hyigaie Ussex,
August 18, 1812,
Sin—In reply to one paragraph in your
letter in answer to the terms offared by me

[ shall observeghat, having ia two former
inetuoces permitted Cartels to proceed to
British ports withent rescrving hostages, |
have lﬂ&uiently evinged that I entertain tho
highest confidence in the honor and faith of
the British government as respects the fal.
filment of compactsentered into by their offi-
cers ; nor should [ have proposed the last ar
ticle in this instance were it not that I folt a
negessity for holding some pledge as  justi-
fication of my conduct to my own gevern
ment fer the anlimited cownfidence T have re.

osed : For the reason (however) that you
Em stated I am willing to yield that condi.
tion ; and yon may consider yourself at Ii
berty ta proceed with your officers and crew,
and on the saine terms.

| I have the honor, &e.

(Signed) D. PORTER.
Capt. T. L P Langharne,

late commander of his B, M,
sloop of war Alert.—Present.
[Here follows copies of tha agreement,
passport, &e. and a list of the priccners. }

At Sea, Sept, 15t 1812,

1 have the honor to be, with great reg

spect, your obedient servant,
D. PORTLR.
Hon, Paul Mamiltor,
Seeretary of the Nuavy,
Meuth of the Delaware, S-nr, 7¢h, 18124

Siw— In pursuance of your orders of
the 34:h June,I sailed from Sondy Hoelc
on ths 5d July, shaping my courset>
the sou*hward ; in the lat. of 30, 52, N.
long. 66, W. 1 captured the brig Lame
prey, 21 days from Jamaica, by her L
received certaia inteliicence that at the
time of herdepartuie the Thetis frinato
with specis 2nd a Jarge convoy for Eng-
land was to_sail cn or aboit the 26t
June, ard thot scveral i1unning ships
were also on the puint of departure. [
conscquently made every exertion to
get off 5t, Augustine in time to fall in
with them, but without effect, as fresh
geles preveiled from the South West,
and increated uniil the 19th Jaly, when
we were compelled toscud. I succeeds
ed in getiing as far south as Sts Auguse
‘ine, but was baffied in every attempt tn
get to the westward ; as the goles contie
nied to icrease and asthere was no pro.
hability of geliing there in time to meet
the convoy, [ concluded it best to ene
dauver to intercept it on the banks of
Newicandland, 10 which place I proe
ceeded, tekiag Halifyx in my way, and
rithough T have been disappointed inmy
expectations, | hop.e that the facts above
stated and the services rentered by the
Essex may bs considsred a sufficient a.
palogy for departing from the letter of
yaur instructions,

It is murh to be regretted that I had
not with we a sloop of war at the time 1
fall in wita the convey of the Minerva
a3 well 85 on other important occasions)
twat the ships ef the convey might be
kept in play while I engsged the frigate,
[1ud this been tha case instead of \aking
enly 300 prisoners, incinding the Trans.
ports’ crew, I hive net a dcubt that we
should have made prisonersof the whola
nfthe trocps, as well as the frigates an}

Transports’ crews, which wauld have
cxceeded 2000 men.

Tarrived here this morning, and oh: '}
proceed as high up as Chastgr, & -,
1 huve the honor to be, with «raur roy

e &0, D PORT R,

- , my prisoners on board her and
to make 3 conmumuh!ll thus barren of be- pat sfbeinoon of the 30th An. XHon. Laul Lamilten, We.
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