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e for some tim= on the ew of Brazily, thips, and afrerwards with my single rhip, with the bows to bring er head roond : this sueeeed- | with the enemy ; among the formeris the &nd

L5 WASHINGTON, Jury 18.

éopy of a sctier lrom Cﬂpl. Pourter, Lo the
i $ccretary of the Navy,

Essex JunioryJuly 3d, 1814, At Sea.
BIR, _
I have done myself the honor to au-
dress you, v pratcdiy, since 1 et the Do
\aware ; Luo have scarcely a hope that
ove of iy ietters has reachied you g there-
fu ¢, consider it ned¥ssary to give you a
binof nistory of my proceedings since Lhal
P ikl

i satled from the Dolaware on the 27th
of Uctober, 1812, auu repaired wita ail
ditooacey(agrecuby to instructions frem
Com. Buinbridge,) to Port Praya, Fere
nieoao déNorontio, and Cape Frio; ana
a rived ai each place on the day appointe
é. to meet tim. Oun my passage from
It Praya to ]ernando e Norounho, }
¢t aured ais Britannie majesty’s packet
Njctony and aftev taking out about
£ 11,000 stegling in specie, sent her un-
d -+ connmnandof licut. Fiuch, for America.

1 cruized off Rio do Janciro, and about

C.pe Frio, untii tue 13th Jauuary, 1813,
hearing frequer tly of the Comnmodore, by
wessels from Baitia. 1 here capturea
hutone scl.ooner with hides and taliow ;
J sent her inte Rio. The Montague,

in the § ashington groupe, distoverea b
| § - ! { hoyes of any disadvantages to my country from

l Lhic guns ola

tl.c Admiral’s si:ip, being in pursuit ot

ailly Ol their rewarn trem LLEN Cauiaty
jullied tue squadron seut i searcl Of pue
w tue Pacihic. My ship, as 1L may b¢

supposcd, after being neara year at 3cd

required some repairs to put her inu
state L0 mect them 3 which 1 deterninled
10 40, and bring them to action it 1 cuula
meet them on nearly equal terms, 1
procecacd, now, i comipany with the re

b th erew. on bord
war, aud ascertained (hat | had greatiy the ad
vamtage in point of sailing, and once succeeded
i elosing withus gun shot of the Phaebe, and
commenced : fice on hei, when she 1an down
for the Chernb} whieh was 2 1-2 miles to lee

ward ; this excited some surprise »nd expre: si-

ons of indignation, as previous to my getting un
der way, she hove toe off the port, hoisted her
motto flag and fired a gun to windward Com.
Hillyar seemed determined tp avoid a comte-t

maindt:r ol my ln-lm:a, L0 the lstau(l Ol | with me on nurly ql1arlefﬂ'thﬂ ficm his ex-

Nooahcevaty, or Madisen’s 1siand, Iyiug

a Caplain hugravam ol Boston ; here
CMuincd anu completely overhauica iny

treme prudence in keeping hoth his ships con-
stantly within ha¥! of each other, there were no

a longer stavin port, [ therefore deteranned to
put to sea the first opportunity which should of

shipy, made for her a new sel ol Walel (fer; and | was'the more strongly induced Lo do

Casisy her ol ones being enurely decay-
tily & LOOA Ol IIrl.)i\.l.'d;ld irom t’u} pllZL‘B pl U=
visions and stores for upwards ol lour
moutas, and salled for the coast ol Cuui
on tae 1200 Dece. 1813, Previous to sall-
lltg, 1 secuted the D l'ihgilp'dlhlli, Greeue
WiCiiy it o1r Auurew Hammmonu under
bautery, wiich 1 erecteu lor
theii proteonion j (uler takiny pussessi-

sn, as [ had gained certaim intelligence that the
Tagus, rated 38, #od two other Ingate:  had sail
ed for that sea in puisvit of me; and | had rea-
con to expedt the arrival of the Raceon - om the

‘N W coast of America, wheie she had been

for the purs ose of destroying enr Fur establigh.
ment on the Columbia. A i1endezvous was ap-
peinted for the F.sex Junior. and every arrange-
men! made for sailing, and | intended to let them
chase me off, to give the E:<ex Junior an oppor

ity of escaping Ouv the 28th March, the

ou ol tiuls fibe lslaud el ﬁl.L' U. SLaLesy | dav atter this determination was formed, thewind
and cstabhsoing the 1ost iricndly 1uere  came on to blow fresh from the southwad, when

course with thic natives,)
der tie cuarge ol Licuicaalit
the Marines, wit: 21 iy Wilh orders

Lo repalr Vaipaialse 4iter o CEItain PE= ihe’wect e of the hav ; hut on opening them
| riou,

I iett thicnu Une T parted my larboard cable and dragged my star-
Gambie, of beard anchor dtrectly out to <ea,

Not a me.
ment was to be lost in getting sail on the shiy —-
The evemy were elose in with the point forming

| caw a prospect of passing to tvindward, wher !

| wa- sever aitignes unde.

el A agate Lol ond Droadsioe W bear, and as

the enemy Was wuch Cippled and unable ty

held his own, | have no doubt he woutd scon ha®
diifted out ot gun shot belore he discovered we
had anchoved, had not the hawser unfortunately
parted. My ship had taken fire several times du-
1ing the action, but alarmingly so lo: ward and al;
at vhis moment, the flames were biusting up eacl
hatchway, and u. hopes weig entertained of sav.
ing her ; owr distance fiom the shove did net ex

ceed three quarters of « mile,and | hoped many
of my brave ciew would be abe to save them

selves, should the shitp blew up, as | was inform

ed the fire was near the magazine, and the ex

plesion of a large quantity of powder below serv.
ed (0 encrease the hoitors of our situation—eut
hoats were destioyed by the enemy’s shot ; I
therefore, directed those who coulu swim to junp
overboaid, and endeavour to gain the shore.—

sume reached it—some were talken by the enemy,
and *ome perished in the attempt ; hut most pre
lerred shiaring with methe fate of theship. We,
whe remained, now tuimed our attention wholly
to extinguishing the flames; anc when we had
succeeded, went again to our guns, wheie the fir-

ing was kept up for seme minutes, but the ¢ ew

had by this time become -ome so weakened, that
they all declaied to me the impossibility of mak-
ing further resistance, and entreated me fo sur
render the stip to save the wounded, as a!l fur.
ther attempt at opposition must preve ineflectoal

almost ever v gun being disabled by the de trueti |
[ now sent for the ofticers of
t' e divi-ions to consult them ; hut what was my

on of thelr crewns

loevtenant ol the Plale, ara ol (he latter Caphs
Tuvrer of the Cherut, ahose wounds sie s
vere. Both the Evvex & Phoebe were in e sings
ing state, and it was with diffienity they covla be
kept afloat until they ancho eu in 'cl!puuiw rext
moining. The batle;ed state of the E-rex willy
| belteve, prevent her ever reaching Engiand, and
| also think it will be out of their power 1o vepaie
the demages of the Phoebe, s0 a» to enabie hei to
double Cape Horn.  All the masts and yaird: of
the Phoebe anc Cherub are badly crippled. «nd
their hulls much cut up ; the foimer had 158 12
pound shot thio’ her below her water line, s. me
thiee feet under water w——  Nothing bvt he

smoothuess of the water saved both the Phoet®
and Easex.

I hope, sir, that our conduct may prove satis.
factory to our country and that i wiil testity R
by obtaining our speedy exchange, that we li.u,
agamn havell in v power to prove o 2w

- Commodore Hillyar (I am inform d, ha: the’t
proper to state te his govern ment that the action
only lasted 45 minutes ; shovld he hate aune sog
the motive may be eacily discoverecee but the
thouzand s ot disinteres(ed witmesses wi o covered
the sturoun: g hil's can testifv that we fought
his ships near two hours and an half ; upwards
o! 5V broadside: were fired by the enemy agcea
bleto then own account, and upwards of 75 tp
ours ; excepl the few minutes they were repaiing
damages, the fi ing was incessant

Soon after my capture | entered into an a2rees
ment with Commedere Hilyar to disaim my

prize the Essex Junior, and proceed with the - urs

surpli;r ta find unljp Acling [ieut Sliphen Dé 'vivors of my ofticers and crew in her to the UL

catnr M'K:nghl remaining, whko confirmed the
report re-pecting the condition ef the guns nn]

States. He vonsented to grant hei a pass; o) ( to
secuie ker from re captme,  The ship was «mall

i e £ atting aliod | 1 arrived on ti.e coast ol ClLili on the took in mv top gellant sails, which wereset over
fuding it necessary to look out foir a supe i JALURL Yy 88593 | R : ropge Socandagel on
5 C tiui and Vaipiialsvy louna at both piaces | PooE bit on rounding the point, a heavy squall

» mie 1o meet e Lonmmoe- A oy ' atruek the shi : e :
ply. to enable mve iect, L 07| ity Lubce L isi VERsCIsy WG ICRIIICY 8 u'fcl. I‘hr_ulinp_nnd cariied awe -hi"l rrn[in.tnp
dore hy the 1st of ﬂplh, ofi’ Bt. Helena, - mast, precipitaiie @ the men who we e aloft into

: - ‘ - % ! . A j Wi.lCLl 5q C - ‘ 0
1 procuc{wd e kP drapnt Lmj t“ti o5 ull'm: :l lt;ll ::t:l E t:::l:lf::-u
. W i w w r'-tl .'I U ‘
iiie s, (the last place ol rendezvous on the e Jalchio ol tua \

the gun dech—those on the spar deck were not, and we Knew we had much tosufier, yet we bop.
in @ better state). Lient. Witmer, after fighiing | ed soon to reach om Country in safety, thel we
most gallantly throughout the action, had heen might again have it in our power (o SEIVE Il em
knocked overheard by a splinter, while getling his atrangement was attendec with no ado i pa
the sheet anchor fiem the hows. and was drown | &l expense, as ke was abundantly supplied v il
ed  Acting Lient John G. Cowell had lost a|provicions and stores for the voyage

leg 3 M- Edward Barnewell, Acting S ilingmas | In jusiice to Com Hiliyar, | must ob-e ve,

sea who were diowned  Both ships now gave
‘chase to me. and ] endeavered in myv dicabled |

co:st of Brazil,) as the muost likely to

supply my wants, and, at the same time,

0l $1HCE THCIT dEPariure, and were supe

 posed 0 be 10st il L'huttﬂ.\ﬂl'lllg L0 GWOULIC
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state to reg in the po:t; hut finding | conld not
recover (he comn on anchorage, 1an close into

a sma'l bav, al.wt hree quaitei- of a mile Lo

ter, had been carried belew afier veceiving two  LRat, (avhough Vcar never be reconciles L 1@

severe wounds, one in the breast 21 onein the

face; and Acting Lient Wm. H Ocenheimer

manner of his attac k on the Essex, o1 his concu e
betore action,) Lie has, since our capiuire, shevm

afford me that secrecy necessary to e-
of} .

L)

r Wl wat hUl;Lk-“ C-ill“l“l.il Ll) Dt ,wl v

pable me to eluce the British ships
w. v on the coast, and expected there.

hire could procure oniy wood, water,;
| ald u

L afioraod Gite aost il ple protecuoh Lo our

and 1umy and a few bags of flour; and

leewardof the barters on the east siie of the har-
dour, and let go r v n-ho within pi<tol shet of
the shore, where I intended to repaiv my dania-
ges a8 So0n as possih e
1T .1}npmnrh and shewed an evident imteniion of
attaching., regarelecs of the nenirality o the

4 au conpletely broken up the Bri-
1lbil llﬂ‘l&dlli)“ TR .l'dl.lll‘. ; Lt VOubL 18
i Lad

ait Lafu Lol voeulure vul.

The evemv continued ! cockpit, thes eerage,'he waid room and the hitth

p‘:‘l't‘ where 1 was anchored ; and their eaution i

hearing of the Commodore’s action wit;.l

the Java, the capture of tie Hornet by

OW i VUssulny WLILH WGy Ol 1Ny albllivdl,
e

' ' 1y : ' ai iprotecied.

the Montague,and of a cousiderabie aug-, Vory nUii 1ods aud .‘“I U‘- Yo e g

menttion of tie Britis: force on tne! vaiuable wiale RBsicry there s eulirely

! i ..., . : = 1 a A o I "ur i . :

Co St. alhi Qf BU"{f[ﬁ: l}t-“]g in I}“I SIS E;L.'II(-!"I L. dllu Lue ac ual il J ll) We Lave

| { | 't wecessary 1o ot to sca a.ﬂ doune Lhoan RIA) Le eatlialea @4t LMo and

FRERIONOR. IS INEIVET, R : | e I ol of doilarsy 1depenucht ol
80011 as possible a Lail uiioh 01 4O : |

Hegradin, sy { tue vessehs lu scurch ol
. e ¢ : - 1Y 1™ 1s
the Connnodore’s pian, st:¢ L€ eapLhices Of tut Vi

tchied to the! L ‘ | '
gouthward, securing the coast as far m"“_‘ — L uey Lave l“""""“}“_n“-l‘*“'l-‘l}
RT] de la Pilata. 1 ahe: rd t-ilht Buonos . Wil!i Setlling Cl:l'gagt‘. cables, ahtuul pro-
A 'res was in a state of starvation, i visions, eutCines alil sLO1t }.UI . Vl‘l‘)‘hc.
couid not supply our wauts ; and than L SLITPLIONL § aud Loe sups vn Luald thcm

. . ' S ' 2 i) ¥ (bt ‘tut s L.
th. government of Montevicdo was very %...n. (Rrilsied Clolluug 10 Lue seaineh

. L] ) . 1 " : - pa— . RS NET . Cu
fiinical to us. The Commodor: ' ine, VY€ LadIn lacLilved on e enecy stuce |

siructions now lett it cm:nplm I i*iarfrr-; aad bech d

ohserved in their approach to the attack of the
crippled Essex was tiuly redienlous, a8 wasther
]‘i.‘ \ ' 11 lI " ) “' 0 d h ' "‘ r
disy lay of ‘herr motte flags, ana the n.mber o
Ja:r L5 at all their mast heads 1, with a= much
expedition as cirenmstances would a mit ol, got

'ship veadv for action, and endeavoied to gei a

0 hal SCa, CVEry Prize naviug |
b WEN WA s b bi”p lor e =110 r“n'l'"l them o baal off Lo repan dfitages. —

epring on mv calite, but had not sy e eeded when
the enemv, at i nunutes p=st 3 P. M. made lus
attack. the Phabe placing herself under my
ctevm, and the Cherub #n my stathoard bow
hut the Cherub s on finding her situation a hot
ene. bare np and ran under iy stern also, Whee
hoth ships kept op o hot rakivg fiie | haa gt
three 1oz 24 pourders oul of the stern poit

which were worked with so muen hiavery and
kil that in half an hour we s0 disabled both as

speedily done to prevent it, the ship would seen

tioaary with me wiat course to puraus

an. I determined on feiiovwing that w 1C1 |

) preve U

[ {2 ot VEL been under the l.ccchhil}' ol ! In the covrse of th ﬁ-lhg.l had by the i ea ex-
v v

_ e _ 5! ¢ lertion of Mr, Eeward Bainewall the Acting sail-
Grawiog LIS Ob the d. partivent loi any Hing master, assisted by Mr. Linscott, tne boal

had been knoched nverbeard fram the qraite: an
instant beio e, and did not regainthe ship «ntil’
afte: the ~urmencer. | wa- in‘ormed that the

thie g es'eet humanity tomy werrded (vl » tL@
peritted meto land on concition that the La e
States should bear the ex)ences, a1 ¢ has e1 coam
voicd as mi.ch as iay in his pevwer to alleviaterthe
di tresses 00 wai hy the most generous and Geld

Cite deporiment to wards mysell. my s
llnll Cilew | he git‘f OI0Er s Ihnh.' the jroje i f?f
eve y peron shou'dbe repecic: e hi- @ cers,
however, weie hol rostrictly anenceatoa might

deck couid comtain no more wonnded ; that the
wounded were killed while the sor econs we' e
dressing them, aud that, vnless <omething aas

sink from the vumber of shot holes in her hottom. |
Aud on ~endivy for the Carpenter, he imlormed | have been expected ; be tde benr g depricce of
me that a'l his crew had heen kil'ec v wounded, | hoows, churts, & ¢ &c¢ boih myselt and ofi cers
ang that he wad onee been over the side to stop | lost many aiticles ol v\ ciniluitig. some LU & cone
the leaks, wien his ~ings had been -hot away, siderable smount  [show!d not have consice ed
and 1t was with dificulty he was saved fiom this jast cirevgnstance o s flicient imporiatce (9
dmm:it.g The enemy, from the smoothness of | notice. did iwnot ma' K a <iking didlerence hee
ne wate?, and the impossitility of reaching hini [tween the navy ol G Biitain and that of the U,
with onr carvonades, and the litt'e appreivension States, highiv creditabie 1o the latier

that was excited hy owr fice, which had now be Bytheaiiva'ofthe Tagns, a few days afie:
come much sle. kened., was enabled te take aim | captime, | was in'e:med that besiae: the Lip®
at us as at a target ; his shot never missed o which had arviven in ihe Pacifie in pursuit f-‘llu.'
hali, avd wy ship was cu np in & monner whirch and those stillexpected. vilie s we e sentto it 158
was, peihaps, never beloie witne: sed--in fine, 1] or mein the China Seas, oft New Lealand, T4
~aW no hope: of saving hev, and #t 20 minutes al | mo: and New Holland. 1d that ancther f ILute
tev ® P M. gave un.e paintul ovder to strike the | was cent to the Rive: la Pata ‘

colovrs  §5men, meluding officers, wereall thut | To porsess the Fssex it has cost the Biitish
.emained of my whele ciew, after the aciion, ca | government neav § 6 00V 000, and yet, sir, her
pf:i:'le of deing diity, and many of them severely | capluve wae Oﬂihg entney to accident ; and i 7'e

had not enly met ius approbation, bu the |
anneabation of the t.en Secrewary of the Oujedt

N ‘Fm.l &CCUI‘di.‘lgl}' s.:::pcd 115 CoUurse | Sluciabic uln'ldm.ra
accounl 01 pay.

f.. the Pacific; and after sufiermgon %
g catly frow short allowssice of previsi- | Fortae unt ‘-*"“’Pl‘-“‘_““‘_c “'Flh‘*‘d hept
0 <, ‘l“d aeavy galfi’-‘ ofY C-Llptf I,I Wity (i‘Ul' | the sca, m}* Crew nau COulli ‘UL: rcinadl k=
w ich my ship ud \hew were by provide wbly Lealthy i lhif'--‘mll Ohe *4=bt’l ol tie
e g)l arvived at vV ipa valso on the 140, | SCUTVY, and hhll. rosi Ullly the {0 IUWHIB
M .rch, 1813. 1 here wok In as mu-':'.l ni:n by death, viz :
j(‘"ktﬂ be iy and other provisiois, as l'-.{v! Johin S. Cowan, Lieutenant,
801 would couvenientiy stowy @ d rein! Robert Mujer, Surgcon,
down the coast of Chili and Foru g intiisi  Liovi Holmes, O, Scaman,
1 4§ u".’k l fe" il’l Witll Q ll"l'l]l'i'lll CO]'&H;I, 11_““ ard chtﬂ]y' do.
W'.fdil hl’ld 011 bﬂ'drﬂ o4 :\Hltil'il:ﬂllh as San.uei (}t‘l]t,t_“ 5;'}11'];;1:1'
prisoners, the crews ol Lyo wiale shiaps,|  James dpeflonb, Gunner’s Mate,
w ich she had taken on the coast of Cri- Benjamin Geers, Qr. Guiners
li. .I'he Captain informed me thaty, as)  Jo! n Rodgers, g ¢ 21N )
the allies of G. Britain, they would cap-| Andiew Malau, Corporai of Mariues,
gure all they should mect with, i eXpec- Lewis Price, Private Mariie.
tation of a war between Spain and tise lTII I had done ail the injury that could be
swu!ﬂ. | COllﬁt!:-ll.lﬂ.hlly thirew !.'L|! hlli‘lu donc the Biitish comime ce inthe 1--;'.(:15(.”!|r
guns and ammunition ko the sep, tiber- 0 il Leped to sigralize my cruise by
ated the Americans, wrote & l:r?pwtlul{ something more splenuid belore ieavihy
Jetter to the Vice Roy, tﬂ?lulm:.q_ the | oy “d." I icugit it ot in.piobabic
sausc Urlllg Pl"*'“_'-'-e"(lll'i-a:*“!w“l‘t'-”:I‘"*L' -l.i':'tl'-: that Com. “li-) ap Illigiﬁll have ki‘]ll bis
e to her Captain. l‘t*“’” procceced !‘01 "arcival secrets & beieving that he woulo
B e Praas, Mok . o Vulpelrabas gu 80 W0
th ‘l";Cf { Pl'ucurth:d for the G llaracos :1]-,_-...}' pl'..t.r: ” -i“'il_ I.”H .‘ .tr't mc b
_ | : te rmiil e d to erutze aboutl that placey ana
I*’”“'ih‘ wRero l’t:rl:;zr--_i :I;,l‘; thie 1.7"' shouta [ tail of meeting him, hoped to be
' ntil the 31 Oct, 3 : curihg . W PR L TR A L
B i o o s Seelusel oy s tnpehes sy e
eoast 0 America, WilCh was for the pur- Ll-:nll % :
p()‘h-' ufpruct,ll"lllﬂ Jd ‘&lll.l[)]}- ul' [‘1-1?!1.1 Wit 1y i- - l; {Db{"q ﬂg"ﬂﬂﬂbly to mv (‘xpfflﬂ-
s sone is to be tound among those Isi- o o g seck me at Valparaiso,
a“dl": "h;ct' ar[t: pm'::a[)ilnu most barreh o o1 was enciaored with tue Essex,
and desolate ol any Khowl. my aviced prize the Essex Juidor, un-
Whiic among thls group, I capturca A f_“f oo of Licut. Downes, o
the foliowing Br ush 80y p.n_lxh,}mi Ve look cut off the harbor 3 but, contras
C:. 1. ﬂy L the Sp riaccetl wiliaie ha;u.,r;' id Ay Pep ey S R I tIHU’l he would pll'ﬁlll',
ViE s :Cum. Il a; beo’t with oim the Cherub
Letters of Marque. slncp of wat, mouiting 38 « nns, cighteen
tons. men. guns, pierced g9 pould cartouades, eighi 24's,and two
o loniy: 9's on the quarter deck and forecase-
tic,and a corsplement of 180 men.  The
force of the Preebe is as tollows ¢ thirty
long 18 pounders, sixteen 32 pound cars
renades, vne hewitzer, ana six 3 poun-
ders in the tops, in all 53 guns, and a
complement of 320 men 3 making a lorce
ot 81 puns and 500 men ; in addition to
whicii, they tock on board the crew of
an English letter of marque laying |

o iny officers & crew

270 2 P/
175 25 10
280 25 6
338 25 1v
3:5 24 8 20
220 31} 8§ 20
Q70 26 11 %
276 29 8 18
S-ringapatam, 357 3 | 14 26
C ariton, 274 21 10 18
N « Zealander, 259 23 8 18
$.A.Hammonu, 301 31 12 18

Mnortezuina,
F ey,

G orgiana,
Goeenwichy
A i.lllliﬂ.

18
|8
20

C.iharine,

in
port.—Both ships hiad picked crews, and
were seit into the Pacificy, in company
with ti:¢ Rucoon of 22 guns and a store

=TT ship ol 30 uns, for tihe exXpress purposc
3465908, 107 Imf spm-kiug the Essex, and were prepared
As some of those ships were captured | with flags bearing the motto, “God and
by hoats, & others by prizes, my oflicers | country ; British  Seilors’ best rights,
aod men had several opportunitice of, vaiters oflend them.” This was inteud-
shewi o their gallantry. ed as a reply to my motto, % free fradc
The Rose and Charlton were given up | and Sailor’s Kights,"” under the errone-
to the prisoners ; the Hector, Catharine, | ous impression that my crew were chiefly
ai.d Moutezumna, I sent to Valparaise, Englishmen, or to counteract 1ts effect
where they were laid up; the Poiicy,|on their own crews. The force of the
G .orgiana & N. Zealauder, I sent for A- Esscx was 46 ouns, forty 32 pound car-
mierica j the Greenwich I kept as a store | ronades, and six long

/izes, necessary .for us ; and the Atlan-|amounted only to 355 men. Ti e Essex
t:lnt-lC, now czlled the Essex Juiior, 1 ¢-| Junior, wiich was intended chicfly as a
quipped W ith 20 puns, & gave commaind | store ship, mounted 29 guns, 10 t:l’glntc.t:ll
bf her to [t Downes. puund carronades, and ten short 6's, with

Licut. Downs had co voyed the prizes]only 60 men on board.
to V alparaise, and, on his return, broug '+ | motto, 1 wrote at my mzell,
me letters, informiug e that a squadron
u.der the command of Commodore Jas.
Hilivar, consisting of the frigate P' aehe,
oi 36 guns, the Racoon ftl,tl (_‘!‘-.erub sieops O O thay cruisea b near sik weeks ;
of war,and a store siip of 20 puns, bad | M Ll
sailed on the 6t of Juivdor toissea. Tie |5 050 ¢ 8
Racven and Cherub had been secking ihe Phebde

r}um."

went off the pott for the purpose
dyr

ey . J '

. L i ' y ' - -
__...,....,-...‘_-_-..._1 *MMH;- --’....—-J-_-_‘---—_—..—M H""-*-.—--

12’s, aud her crew,
si;ip, to cottain the stores of my other wiich had been much reduced by prizes,

In reply to their
“ (God, our

Country and Libevty ; Tyrant’s ofcnd

| endeavoured te provoke a chal-
effectualiv, to bing

1

!

1'

On getting their provisions on boerd, they
31 prem.. of blockadiny

& wtl been cuablea 10 nake cone | swain. succeeded in gett ng Springs un oul cable

three different times; bot the ‘Lie ol the enemn
was 0 exce:sive, that tetore we could get ou
broadside to hear, they weresnot away, anu thus
vendered ureles: tous My ship had recened
Many jinies ona -everal were killed and weun
ded , hiit myv hiave officers and men, notwith
-llnding the unfavomab e chcunc-tances undel
which we were breught to actiow, and the pow.
erful foice opposed to e, were ne ways di-ecn
vaged—ull appearec derern ied (o defend then
<oip to the fast exticmity, ann o die In prele
ence te a shamefu! sunenaer.  Owr gafi, wih
the en-1gn and the motto Al g at the mizen, hag
been chot WLV, bul FREE TRADE AND SAILORS’
giGHTS continued te flv at the tore Qui en
it was re placed by anothe: ; and to guard a
gain=t a =iglar event, #n enstign vas made fast
in cthe mizen rigging,and everal jacks were hois-
ted in dificrent paits of the ship. The enemy
soon repaied his damages for a fiesh attack, he
now placed himseli, with both his ships, on my
tarbeatd (uarter, ont ol theteach ol my canvon.
ades, anvdl where my stesn guns could not he
hioveht to hear , he the e kejt up a most gali.
ing fire, which it was not i, my power to retuin,
when | saw no prospect of mjuring him without
;{t'tin;_{ unde: wav and hr:‘t-lllilrg the assailant.
My topsails sheets and Jards were all shot a
wav, as well 1« the jib and toie top mast stay ~al
haliards. The only tope not cut was the flying
ith haliads ; and that Leing vhe only sail T conle
set ] caused il to he hoisted, my cable to be cut,
and ran down on beth ships, with an intention
of laving (he Ptebe on hoard The ﬁtirg On
L oth sides was nowdgemendous ; 1 had let fatlm
‘ir e top sail and lor€ =ail, but the want of tuct
‘nd sheets rendei ed them almost useless to us~
ot we weie enabled, for a shoit time, to cloe
witl the enenty ; and although cur decks were
wow strewed with Jead, and owr eockpit fitled
with wounded—although our ship had been e
veral times on fire, and was rendered a perfeci
wieck, we were still encouraged to hope to sav:
her, from the circumstar ce of the Chenh, from
he erippled ~tate, being comypeiled to haui « fl
She did not retrn to close action again, aithough
she apparently bad it in her power to do so, hit
bept np a distant fiving with her long guns.—
The Pl.acbe, from e disabled state, was enab'ed
however, hj rdging off. to choose the disiance
which best sutted her long guns. and kept up »
iremendons fiie on us, which moewed down m.
brave companions by the dozen. Manv of m:
guns had heen rendered useless by the enemy’
shot, and wany of thein had had their whole
crews destioyed We manwea them «gvin rom
those which ware disahled, and one gun in par
ti-ular was threetimes manned  filteen men were
slaim at it in the comiseof theactiom ! but, ~trange
as it may appear, the captain of it escaped with
onlv a «light wound. Finding that the enemy
had it in his puwer to choose his distance, | now
gave up all hor es of clusing wish him, and »sthe
wind, for the moment, seemed to favor the design,
I deter mined to endeavor to run her on shore
land mv men and destroy her Every thing
seemed to favor mv wishes We had approach.
ed the shore within musket shot, and 1 had no
douht of succeeding, when, In. an instant, the
wind shifted frem the land (as is verv common in
this port in the 'alter parwolthe dvy) and payed
our head down on the Pixeebe, where we were a
aain exposed to a dread'sl raking fire,. My ship
was now totally uninanageablc: yet, as her head
was toward the enemy, and he to leeward of me,
I still hoped to be able to hoard him. At this mo-
ment Lieut. Commandant Downes came on
b ard to receive my orders, under the impression
that ] should soon be a prisoner  He could he
of no use to me in the then wretched state of the
Essex ; and finding (fiom the enemy’s putting
his helm up) that my last attempt at boarding
would not succeed, 1 directed him, after he had
been about ten minutes on bhoard, to return to his
own ship, to be prepared for defending and de-
straying her in case of attack He took with
him several of my wounded, leaving three of his
hoat's crew on hoard to make i<om for them —
The Cherub now had an opportunity of distin.
gishing herself, by keepingup a hot fire on him
during his return The slaughter on board ny
hip had now hecome herrible, the enemv conti
nuing to rake us, and we unable to h"il‘lg a gun
t, henr ) thereltoredivected a hawser to hent to

Wouneeyd, some of whom have since died. The
evemy si!l continued his fire, and my bLrave.
thoust unfortunate companions were sti!l falling
about me. | di ected an opp®site gun to be fi. eu,
to shiow Lhem we 1aiended ne further resisiance ;
Liut Lhiey did not aesi=t ; tour men weie Kitled al
my side, and oche. s in different parts of the ship
| now believed hie intended to ~how us no gua,
.e.,and that it won!d be as we!ll to die with m
flag flving as stiuck, and was on the peint ol a.
gain holsring it, when about ten minutes afte
hauling tiie colurs down he ceared fi g,

[ cannot speak in ufficiently high teyms of the
conduct uf thu: e engaged for such an unpaialiel
ed ‘eagth of time (unuer such circumstances, with
me 1o the arduous and wrequal contest  Lieo n
siflice to say, that more biavery, skil, patitoi-
istn and zea! were neve disglayed on any occai.
‘n Kvery one:eemed determined (o die v de
fence of their much loved countiy & cause, and no
thing but views of humanity could ever havere
conciled them tothe suirender of theshiy ; they
cemembered them wounded and heipless shap
waie belew  To Asting Lieuts. M'Kuight and
Odenheime: 1 teel much mdebted for then gieat
exeriions and bra. ey throughout the action,
tighiing ana encouraging the men at their divisi

ons, 101 the dextious management of the long |

vtins, and for theit promp ness in te-manning
thielr guns as then crews we eslanghtered. | ne
concuct of that brave and lieiote ofticer, Acting

Lieut Johm G. Cowe!l, who lost hi: leg in the

latter part of the action, exciied the admirativn
ol every man in the ship, and after beir g wound

ed w ould not consent to betaken below untii qum;
hll l‘;i-l-‘
ward Bainewe!l, acting sailing master, who-eac |

o blood haa rendered him in-ensible

tivity and cowage was equally tumpicunun. re-
tarned en deck aiter his first wound, and remain

ed citer recieving his second until fainting with |
M: Samuel B Johnson who had |
joined me the day beloie, ind acted 2s marine of |
ficei, conducted hmse!t with g:eat hravery, and !
exerted himseli in assisting at thelong guns ; the

ll LR l}f bldud

mu: Ketry afier the fiist half hour being useless,
(rom owt long Jistance).

Mr M W Bosiwiek, whom | had appointed
acting purser of the Essex Junior, and who was
on boaid my ship, did the duties of aid, in a man.

ner which reflects on him the highest honor,and

Midshipmen Isaacs, Favvagut and Ogden, as well
Acting Midshipman James Terry Jume: R Ly-
man and Samuel Duzenbury, and Mastier’s Mate
Wm Pieice exertea themselves in the perform-

wice ol their respective duties and gave an ear- |

nest of their value to the service; the three first
aletoo young to recommend for prometion, the
latter | beg leave to recommend for confirmation
as well as the acting Licuts. and Messrs. Barne-
wall, Johnston and Bostwick.,

We have been unfortunate, but mot disgraced ;
the defence of the Eissex has not been less honora
hleto her oflicers and crew, than the capture of
an equal force, and 1 now consider my situation
iess unpleasant, that that of Commodore Hilyar,
who, in violation of every principle of honor and
seneiosity, and 1egardiess of the rights of nations,
aitacked the Fssex in her crippled state, within
sistol shot of a neutal shore; when for six weeks
| had daily offered him fair and hororable combat
onterms greatly to his advantage ; the bloed of
the slain must be on his head, & he has yet to re-
concile his conduct to heaven, to his conscience
and tothe weirld. The annexed extract of a let-
ter from com Hilyar, which was written previous
to his returning me my sword, will shew his opi
non ot our conduct

My loss has heen dieadfully severe, 58 killed or
have since died of their wounds, and among them
Lt Cowell; 39 wereseverely wounded, 27 slight.
ly, and 31 are missing ; making in all 154, Kiiled,
wounded, and missing, & list of whose names is
anncxed

The prefessional knowledge of Doctor Richard
Holiran, acting surgeon, and doctor Alexander
Montgomery, acting surgeon’s mate. added to
their assiduity and assistance of Mu. D P Adam-
the Chaplain, saved ke lives of many of the
wonnded ; those gentlemen have been indefatiga
ble in Lheir attentions te them ; thetwo first | Leg
leave te recommend for confirmation, and the
latter-to the notice of the Department.

I must in justification of myself ¢h:erve, that
with our six 12ponnders only wefought this a«ti.
on. om carvonares heing a'most v-eless.

the shectanchur, and the anchor te be cut from' The loss in killedand wounded has been great

gro:ied e aurn-ﬁni‘ & J 0
[

conciderthe exiedition with which naval contests
a'e mow decided, the action i> a dishonoi to 1| ,eon,
Had thev bioi their ships bold!v into action with
afo ce sovery uperior, and having the choice of
position, they sheu!d either have captvied or des

| stroyed s in one fourth (heiime they were abuull

it

During the action, onr Consu:} General Mr,
Poimsett calied on the Gorernor ‘'of Va el alsc, &8
requested that the batte ies maght pretecsthe Es.
sex. This .equest was cetnsec. but he pronised
that if she =hould succeed W hghting hiec var 1@
the common anchorage, he woulc send an ofl. cep
to the British commande: & reguest him Lo ceass
firmg, but declined using force unde: any cii ctume
stances, and theie is no doubt a perfect npcore
stan mg,tlitt! hetween them ; this conduct a de
ed tothe assistance givei to the British, and theie
{riendly reception after the action, and the stion
hias of the faction which goveirn Chili o favo 3
the Enciizh, as we'l as thehr hostiiity to the Anee
tican+, indueed Mr, Poinsett to leave that coune
trv. Unde: such circumsianee-, | did not cone
ceive it would be proper for me to claimn the 1ese
toration of my ahip. confident that the claim
wot'd he made bv my gove: nment to more eflect.
Finding some difficulty in the sale of my prizes I
had taxen the liector and Cathaiinue to sea and
burnt them with thel cargoes. |

I exchanged Lieut MK jght, My Adams and
Mr Liyman and |1 Seamen for part ofthe civw
of the Sir Andiew Hamn.ond, and satled | om
Valparaiso on the 27th Ayl where the ecemy
were still pacching up theirshiss toput thzm w &
state for proceeding to Rio de Junciro previvus te
going to King'and

Aunnexed is a liss of the remains of v crew to
be exchanged, as also 2 copy of the coirespom.
dence between Com Hillvar and myselt on thag
sutject. [also send von a list of the prisene:s i
havetaken during my citize, amounting to Séde

I have the honor te be, &c
D PORTER,
The Hon Secretary of the Navy
of the U 8 Washington.

P 8 Togive yon a correctidea of thestate of
the Essex at the time of her surrender, 1 send vow
the Boatswain’s and Carpenter’s 1epurt of dae
mages ; lalso send you a repoit of the divisiohs,

el
Eatractof a letter from Comniodore Hillyar to me.
Phabe, Apru 4k, 1814.

“ My Dear Sir—Neithe: 1. oureonver alions
nor in the u(‘(‘“mi‘ﬂﬁ_l;l'rfg letrer, hare 1 Mniiuno‘
your sword. Asciibe my vemus nes tn the first an
dance to for ge'fulnes. ; | conmder ot only im my ere
van "« poxseion with my own, unlit the maste: may

jeaetocall fori; & acthough I omatted, al thé mu-

mext of presentation, fr om my mind berng muck en=
esaonal duties, to nffer
a. vecewed uri. be mose

ols restoration, the "

glad! y atended, to put o iri}mn' sessron of hvm v e

wme o so howmbfy W de
cause
o PBe'ieve me, my dear sir, very faithfuliy, vours,
(Signed) | JAMES HILLY AR

Cayiamn Portey.”

ending his counly's

e

lJ return of the kill-dy wounded and mise

sing on board the late U. States’ fri-
gate FEssex of 323 gumns and 355 m<n,
David Portery, Ksg. Commander, in
an action fought on the 28:h March,
1814, in the port of Valparaisc, wi'h
the Fritish frigate Phebe ¢f 36 gune
and 320 men, Jamea Hillyar, £sg. come
mander, and the sloop of war €hirub,
mounting 28 guns and 180 men, cone
manded by T. Tucker, Liag.

Killed in action and have since died of

their wounds.

James P. Wilmer, 1st lieut. *John €.
Cowell, 2d do ; Heary Kennady, boutse
wain’s mate ; *Wm. Smith, do ; Francis
Bland quartermaster ;; Rheul Marshal
quarter gunner ; Thomas Bailey, boats.
veo.; John Adams, cooper ; Wm. John-
son, carpenter’s crew ; *Henry Vickers,
do ; Z. Mayfield, ar. crew ; *Wm. Chrise
topher, captain forecastle ; Nath. Joncs,
captain mast, ; Joscph Thomas, captain




