{Signed)

| an

"SIR
SIR,

iﬂ; o
1 . '. +

Lorresp HJJ‘-‘J‘I' _w:w&id#m "‘(hfﬂf‘ﬂhl
and the Secretary of Siate,

- Qopy of a lectter from Vice Admiral

C curaxe to Mr. Mosnoks,
His Bri‘anmc Majecstys MM,}

r "

the Taonnan! in the Patuzent Ri
: ver, |8:h August, 1814
IR,

Havive been called upon by rthe

Goavernor GGeneral of the Canadas to aid

him in carrying into ¢ff:ct th e measures
of retaliution sgainst the inhabitapts of
th U.S'ates, for the wdnton destrycii-
on committed by their army io Upper
Canade, it has become imperiously my
duty, conformably with the natore of the
Gavernor General’s application, tu issne
to the naval force under my command,
an order to dostroy and lay waste such
Towns and Diirricts upon the coast, as
u;av be ffmndtsuthble. |

I hed hoped tht rhis, contest would’
. dave terminated, without my bei g o.

bliged to resort ro severities whi-h are
contrary to the usage of civilized war.
§.ve,and as it has been w) b ex'reme re-

~* Buc'arce and concern tha: | have found
“my:elf compelied to adopt this sysiem
- @f devastatiun, [ shall be equally geatifi-

ed if the conduct of he Executive of the

~W States witl auth rise my siaying such
proceedings, by making reparation to
_she suffering inhabitants of Upper Ca-

pad: 3 thereby manifesting hat if the

- desructive measyies pursued by their
“army were ever sanctioned, they wiil

Do Ihviger be permitted by the Govern-

- ent.

L have the honor to be, sir,

Wi h much consideration,

- Yourmost ob® hamble sery’,
ALEX COCHRANE.
Vice Admiral and .ommazderin

Chiel of H B. Majesly®s ships &
vessels upon the North Amers.

" . 41

ﬂcﬂn .inus Moxros,

Jecretary of State, &c. §eo. §eo. Washington.

£ . leiter from Mr. Moz ‘2 to
Arexivper Cocunane, Vice

Admir ., & X |
Depariment of State, Sept. 6, 1814.

[ have hud the houour (0 receive
pour letter of the 18th of August, stat.
tiw. that having heen called on by the

€ vernor Geaeral fth- Canadas, to aid
bim in carrying into cffcct measures of
zouliation sgainst the inbabitants of the
Uniied Srates, for the wanton desolation
commirted by their army 1n Upper Ca.
pada, it has hecome your duty, coaform:
ahly with the nature of the Governor
Ge=eral’s application, to issue to the na.
va' force under your comwmand, an order
§ destray and lay wasre such towns and
disiric's upnn the coast as may be found

| .Bl*lr“ ‘bl.n

I is seen with the greatest surprize,
th:t this saystem of devastation which
bas been praciised by the British forces,
so mnifestly contrary to the usege of
civilized warfare, is placed by you on
the yround of retaliation. No sconer
wrrethe U. States ‘compglied to'resort
to war against (5, Britain, than they re-
sclved to wage'it in 2 manner mo#t con.
aons o+ tathe principles of humanity, and
%; tho«e frian!ly relatgons which it was
flcsirahle 10 preserve between the two
nyions, afier the pestoration of peace,
They pererived however with the deep.
patgeg et thowspin alike just and'hy
&ano was neltber cherished nor acted

¥

~ supporied by fa
has purhaps already carried sthe same

- %

i

eﬁ'b'y onr governfenti  Such an asser
tion wouul o bgghagurded, if it wss not
y the f of which

conviction to other natiens that i' has to
the people of these Btates.—— Witheut
dwelling on the deplorable cruelties
commii‘ed by the savages in the Briish
ranks, and in British pay, on Ametitun
prisoners at the River Raisin, which to
day hive never been disavowed or uton-
ed, | refer, as more immediately cone
nected with the subject of your loter,
to the wanto.. desolstion that was cum.
mitted at Havre.de-Grace, & at Gerge
Town,early in the spring 1813, Tluse
villagss were burnt and ravaged by the
naval forces of GG, Britain, to the ruin of
their unarmed innhabitants, who saw
with sstonishment that they derived no
proiection to their property from the
laws of war. During the same season,
scenes « f invasion and pillage, carried
on under the same suh rity, were wit-
nessed all along the waiers of the Che-
sapeake, to an extent il'uﬂictirlg the most
serious private distre o, and under cip

cumstances that justified ‘he suspicion,
that reverge and cupidity, rather than
the manily motives that should dicrate
the heuiility of a high minded foe, led 1o
their perpeiration The !ste des'su-ti.
on cf the houses of the government in
this City is another ¢t which comes ne.
cessarily into view. In the wars of moe.
dern Europe, no examnies of the kind,
even a nopg nations the most hostils 8o
e.ch other, can be *tracid 1o the
course of ten yesrs pret, h' capi s of
the principai poweirs of the continent of
Europe have heen conquered. end accu.
picd alternately by the victorious armics
of esch other, and no instance of ruch
wanton and unjusifieble destruction bas
been seen. We must go back to dige

kant and harharine anvee 10 R4 » panal.

lel f r+he acts of which 1 con: piam,

Altho’ these acts of desolotion invie-
ed, il they did not impose an the g:.vern
ment the necessiiy ol retalistion, yet in
no instance has it been authorised,
The burning of the viilage of Ncw.rk in
Upper Canade, posterior to the early
ou'rages ahove enumerated, was not es.
ecu'ed on that principla.  Yhe village o
Newark adjoined Fort George, and i»
destruction was justified by the /M oe
who ordered i\, on the ground tht i be.
came necessary in the militaiy opernij
ons there. 1he acy, however, was dis-
avowed by the povernment, The buin
ing which took place at Lony Point was
unzuthorised by the g vernment, & the
conduct of the officer subjected to the
investigation of a mili‘ary tribunal, Foer
the burning at St. Davids, committed by
stragglere, the officer who commanded
in that quarter was dismisled without ¢
trial, for net preventing it.

] ara commanded by the President
distinctly to state, that it as lirtle com
ports with any orders which have been
issued to the military and naval come
manderg of the United States. as it doee
with the established and knowp human-
ity of the American nation, o pursue »

‘system which itappecrs you have adupt.

ed. This government owes it tc ftself,
to the principles which it has ever hcld

wsacred, to disevow, as justly chargeable

tn it, any such wanton, cruel, and un jus-
tifahle warfare. *
Whatever unaathorised irregul:rities
may have been committed by uny of its
troops, it would have been rendy, acting

upon theso principles uf sacred & eleor-

ing troops to abandon the

vy

and precipitately to reti
appioaches

na! obligarion, to disavaw, and, as faf es
might e Practicable, to repair.  But in
the plun of desolating warlare, which
your letter 3o explicitly makes known,
and which is sttempted one excused on
a plea so utterly groundless, the Presi.
dently perceives a spiri: of deeperooted
hostility, which, without the evidence ol
such facts, he could not have believed
existed, or would have been carried to
sich an exiremity.

For the reparativn of injuries, of
whatever nature they may be, not sanc.
tioned by the law of nations, waich the
military or naval force of either power
moy have committed, against the other,
this government will ilways be ready
to encer Into reciprocal arrangements,
It is presumed (hat your goverument
will neither cxpect nor propose any
which are not re iprocal. -

Should your g vernment adhere to a
system of desolaiivi, 0 contrary to the
views and practice of the U. Siutes, to
revoling to humari'y, and repugnsne
to the sen.iment and usages of the civi-
iz d woild, whilst i wili be seen with
the deepest regret, it must and will e
met with 8 determination and constencyp
becoming a free people, coi terndii g in a
just =ause for their essential rignts, and
their dearest interests.

I huve the Ronour to be,

With great consideration, sir,
Your mostoh*t humble serv’t,
(digned) JAMES MONROQE.
Vice Adm. Sir Ajex. Cochrene,
Convianderin }‘.'.hl'efof H. 4.
M. ships »nd verecls, &c
ey o U >
ERITISH OFFICiAL ACCOUNT
QF THE BATTLE AT LRIE,

Head Quarters, Mrutreal,
August 25 1814.
CTNERAT NMPNRD

In promuigsting to the troops an Fx-
tract a district general order issucd by
Lieut. Gen. Drummrond to the rightwi-
vision of this army, in consequence of
the capture of two of the enemy ’s schrs.
co-operating in the defence of the ene-
my’s position at Fortr Erie, the com-
mander of the forces avai's himself of
the opportunity it presents to acknow-
ledge the high sense he entertaing of
the valuable services rendered to the

right division by Captain Dobbhs of the .

Rnyal Nu'y, aud thr nﬂi- ers and u-ﬁ.
men of the vessels placed under com-
mand for that purpose, by Commodore
Sir James Yeo.

his event, so nobly planned and so
gallantly executed, was followed hy a
general attack of the encmy’s Feorts and
intrenchments,

Licut. General Drummond reports,
that the spirit with which it was under.
taken epablcd our troops to surmount
every obstacle. Fort Erie and the in.
trenchments were entered ; the guns

turoed on the barrack block hoose, (1he

enem)’s last refuge) whea unfortunate.
ly a most violent e xploston oecurr~d on

the battery : in its eff-ct destreying &

disabling many » valuable officer and
consternation, as to induce the remain-

all those advant
gained by their

. ﬂ'l’llillnd
te to our first
- T

j
g r.."

-

r

From other causes almost inseparae
ble from night operations carried on in
a clos. and diffi.ult country, the nighe
column failed in the object 1t Liad 0
acs omplish, |

With deep regret the commander of
the forees records the loss his majesty’s
service has sustuined on this occation,
Return of killed, wiunded, and missing
ef the right division, in the assault
¢/ Fort Erie, c¢m the }5ih August,

1814,

Killed=—1 col. 1 lieut. col. 1 captain,
110t 1sergeant, 1 drumescr, §1 runk
and flx, - |

Wounded—1 maj. 9 capt’s, 11 lieut’s.
2 eptigns, 1 master, 20 scrgeants, $
drummers, 262 rank and file.

Missing—2 captains, 3 heutenants,
2 evsigns, 1 acdjutant, 1 midshipman,
ZI scigeants, 3 drummers, 486 runk &

Ce ‘

Tetal—1 col. 1 lieut. col. 1 major, 18
captains, 135 licutenants, 4 ‘nsigns, 1
adjutent, 1 muster, 1 midsh pman, 62
;ﬂ‘grlnta. 7 drummers, 799 rauk ard

itle

Officers Rilled=—1st or Reyal Scots,
Cajtaino Torrens ; 8th er King's Regt.
Licut. Noel ; 1034 regr. Col, Scott
104 h regt. Li-ut. Col. Drummond.

Gfficers weunded—Royal navy, ca; .
D .Lbs, and Licut, Stevenson, slightly ¢
M:. Harriss, master, severcly.

1st or Ray:1Seots, Captain Rowan,
severely 3 Le. YViughan shightly,

8h, or Kivg., licut. Yuung, slightly,

415t R.gt. lank companices, captaing
Glew and Bullock, sever:ly; Licut.

Hailes, slightly ; Ensign Townshend,

severely.

89:hregt. captain Barmey, seting ase
sistant engineer, severely,

100th r-gt. Licut. Morray, wounded
and prisoner; volunteer Fraser, se.
verely,

103d Regt. major Smelt and captain
Gardmer, severely ; captain Colelough
and licut. Cherlton, severely and Prie
soner ; lieut. Fallon, severely ; Licut,
Cappage, jun, damgereusly ; licutenane
Mesgher, stightly; Licuts. Burrows,
Haz:n,and Ensign Nash, severely,

104'h, flank companies, Capt. Leos
vard and Li, M'Lzughlin, severely.

Orricers Missing.—General Staff,
Capt. Elliott, dep’y. ussist. qr. master
general,

Royal Navy, Mr., Hyde, midshipe
man.

41st flank company, It. Gardner
Eusign Hall, e A gt

103d regt. eaptain frwin, lieutenaont

Kaye ; ensign Huoy ; licut. and adjte

Peeter, . ._
(Signed)  EDW. BAYNES,
Adj. Gen. North America,

CHARLESTON, (8. C) Serr. T

Never have we '1(‘“:&3 S0 nume~re

_ and ous and respectable a mecting of oue
soldier, and caused. 90 considerable a fellow citizens, ae thg hélg.ymerd

foreacen in the Exchange, ' The H
works, and  was literslly ove: flowing,

f; which they had _fricads of the country at was a delight.
et conduet, * ful sight. : W
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b The Qﬁum men of all
ranks ;‘n'd Agee, ‘with one voice
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