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Shortiy after CaiiJurnia's admis-
sion Lo the Union, Joe Aimncawd, gn
American land-grablber, begwms to
plunder Spanish ranchos and file
Claims on them under the new law.
He is opposed by Spamish vigilantes
under a¢ mysterwus Dou Carlos.
Jim Kearncy, a secret government
agent troveiimng ncognilu, saves
Aincaid from a vigdante hanuing
purly and wins s conjfidence,
Later, Jim mrels Rosita, dawghtler
0f a wealthy, h._.':.f';—r:;.w‘r' Spaniard,
end faglls in love withh her. Her
Jather, Uuu Pascual, objects to her
snterest in Jim and warns her that
&l n;g:.wr 3.‘.-..1: seeing him. Rosita
promiises her father that she will
break with Jim. But she docsn t
recicon with the power and guality
of her love.

CHAPTER VIL
IGHT was falling when a careta

with Rosita. The girl had n'mmgedl
to hide her bandit costume but had
not had time to dress in her own
clothes. So she had picked up a
Spanish shawl and wrapped (it
around her just as Kearney finally
Oroke down the door.

The American stopped dead as
Qe perceived Rosita. They stared at
each other a moment. Then he asked
shakily: “Where where's Don
Carlos.”

“"He’'s quite safe, thank you.”

A slow, painful but ironic smile
of understanding came to his face.
“So you're his girl?” he asked in a
dull, dry tone. '

“That’s what you think, is it?”

drove away from the Castro
ranch and headed toward Monterey.
Guadalupe, Rosita’s maid, was driv |
ing. In the back of the little wagon
was a pide of hay. S—_—
| TOTre.

Guadalupe travelled for a long, ... |
. ) i . Who are vou to ohiect .
time without moving a muscle of her S o . -
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under her breath. . v :
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aking up with th:}t .Amer.l( afl: 1 Kearney was too preoccupied
she muttered. “The silliest thing a | hear them.
gil’l ever did.“ , “Sure l am

“It was not and don’t talk about | manded.
it.” - The voice which answered was| “Land-grabber! Thief!” she hissed.
that of Rosita, but the girl herself | “Here come the men who will know
was nowhere in evidence. how to deal with your kind”

she asked, shrugging her nake:l'
shonlders T
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Kearney was thinking fast. Only
a faw of the Vigilantes had arrived.
There must be more of them. If he
could trick them into thinking that
the next to come would be his
friends instead of theirs. . . .

“Sure I'm just talking,” he yelled,
sparring for time. “And why
wouldn't 1 be alone? 1 didn't want
vou to run and hide as usual . ..
so I got vou in this room the
whole bunch of vou” He twisted
around cautiously tryving to get the
rope on his wrists against the kniie,
“I'd come here without Joe Kincaid
and the boys, wouldn't 1? Sure I
would if I was as big a fool as
you. ..."

An approaching thunder of hoof-
heats on the road cansed the Vigi-
lanies to look at each other doubt-

fully

‘L.isten hombres,” shouted Kear-
ney ?:‘111111:1!1':1111,1;.

“The Americans!”™ screamed Ros-
ita as she ran for the door.

“Hey Joe!” velled the captive at
the top of his voice, “IN HERE,
BOYS!”

The bandits rushed madly for the
door. In the darknesz outside there
was a momentarv confasion of
horses, mounted men and men on

foot, shouting to each other in Span-

e g AR Nty ~L ‘5":
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“What shall we do with him?” asked Rosita, her voice shaking.

“l haven’'t told you this till 1 got
you some place where you couldn't
fly out at me, but 1 heard today when
" was in town that your Senor Kear-
1ey is a friend of Kincaid's. He’s
joined those people and he's always
zarousing around with them at the
Golden Nuggett.”

“That can't be true!”™ As she
spoke Rosita crawled out of the pile
of hay. She was dressed as Don Car-
los and a black mask covered her
face. “Well, here we are at the shack
at last,” she continued, “so 1 won't
have to listen to any more of your
nonsense.”

The girl jumped lightly from the
wagon as Guadalupe continued on
her way without 2 backward glance.
She turned to open the door of the
shack, then halted as she heard a
man coming down the road. Througzh
the dusk she recognized Kearney as
he approached. With a startled gasp
she sprang through the door and
locked it behind her.

At the same instant Kearney had
recoznized the vigilante. As the lat-
ter disappeared into the shack he
snatched at his reveolver, leaped
from his horse and ran toward the
house. Finding the door locked he
started to break it in.

When the stout panels finally
gave way, the government man
found himself standing face to face

Kearney whirled, hearing th9|
horses for the first time. He flipped
his gun out as a dozen men poured
through the broken door. Before he
could fire, Rosita gripped his arm
from behind. He put up a desperate
fight but soon was overpowered,
dragged to a chair and tied there,
his bound hands in his lap.

“What shall we do with him?”
asked Rosita, her voice shaking.

“There’s only one thing to do.,”
answered a swarthy Spaniard named
Gomez, who appeared to be second
in command of the vigilantes. “He
has seen us . he knows this
place. . . .”

“Go ahead,” shouted Kearney,
who was trying to think of some ruse
for escape. “Tie me up. It won't
stop me. I came out here to bag a
few Vigilantes and I've got them
right where I want them wuh
the ringleader’s girl thrown in.”

As he said the last words Rosita
slapped him hard across the face
with her right hand. Under cover of
the shawl, however, she contrived to
drop a knife into his lap with her
left hand.

“What does he mean?” demanded
the girl of Gomez. “He was alone,
wasn’'t he? You saw no one?”

“He 18 just talking,” grunted her
lieutenant,
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Mushrooms added to brown gravy . Rolling first in one direct
served with roast give it a delicicus in another is almost
flavor, | tough.,

Twenty o ***w-nt*;-ﬁve minutes to a' According to the
pound is the {ime required to roast pork  Chemistry, baking powder biscuit
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Add chopped pickles, pimientoes and?;‘ﬂd hang on line to dry
olives {0 regular cabbage salad and ;»*-Ju;
will concoct a tasty relish suitable to!
serve with fish, fowl or meat.

A little salt added to an egg before!
beating makes it light and easier to| "
beat.

Moistien the pastry bag
waler Lefore adding cake or frosting|
mixture and the bag will be more easily
cleaned and there will be less waste of e spois. Stiretching the
the product. im*er embroidery hoops makes it

A cracked egg can be boiled if the'ler.
shell is first rubbed with lemon juice, ! ‘
The acid coagulates the albumin and=._r
prevents
Ccrack.

Parchment shades, if they are shell-
acked and varnished, may be washed
with white soap and water. A lttle 1sh
furnitur~ polish applied after washing iter.
helps t¢ brighten them. Do

When mak:nz pastry, roll in one di-
rection (niy i you want it to be light.!
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It was, of course, auoiher bunch
of Vigilantes who had arrived. In a
moment they recogznized each other,
the row quieted down and they hur-
ried back into the hut, led by Gomez.

The room was empty. The chair
was overturned. The cut ropes and
the Eknife were on the floor. The
window was open. Through it came
the sound of a single horse gallop-
ing away.

Rosita entered after the others.
Gomez looked at ber with an ugly
smile ... picked up the knife from
floor . .. handed it to her.

“Yours, Scnorita?” he asked.

She took the knife mechanically,
stared at it, then looked up at the
men around her. They returned her
glance with open hostility, fully
aware that she had double-crossed
them. Their lips curied in scorn.
One by one they left the shack.

Gomez was the last. He was iempt-
ed to console her, but, after a mo-
ment’'s hesitation, he left also, hav-
ing nothing to say.

For a long time Rosita stood star-
ing at the floor. Then she moistened
her dry lips and looked up, prepared
to explain her actions as best she
could. Finding herselif alone, she
burst into tears of anguish. Hearing
her sobs, Guadalupe came in and
led her from the hut.

(To be continued)
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balls.
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If people drop in informally and un-. with

expectedly your snack can be some-
Roquefort
wafers, collage cheese squares or potato

' tie-back curtiains of unbleached mus!lin

paste of 1 tablespoon Rocque- edged in bright red scallops.
1-2 space is supplied through large draw-
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Whisperings Of Spring Vegetable Leftovers
Say Flowers For Hats

) vegelable leftovers to
in rinse off with

(0 Temove seasonings and
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storing in refrig tor.
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Salve, Nose Drops Headache, 30 minates:

Try “Rub-My-Tism”-World’s Best
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ELKTON DINER

' b <
E MEET YOUR FRIENDS
E Cor. Main St. & Landing Lane
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| ATTORNEY-AT-LAW

Maryland Trust Building
BALTIMORE, MD.
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informal room to gi Ve

S.NCEe MOSL partlies ¢ up 1In
more and
| daressing up tnis
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BAKERS

MEN’S, LADIES’ AND

CHILDREN’S APPAREL
| MAIN ST. ELKTON, MD.
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A color scheme particular fitting
for the preovincial-sivle kitchen com- |
'bines turquoise, cream, wood brown and
'geranium red. Walls are in the blue
woodwork in deep cream, decoraued
bright flowers in geranium, and
the baseboard a rich red. Linoleum on

In contrast to this provinecial color!
treaiment, equipment is most modern.
A compact cupboard arrangement and
latticed window form nucleus of
Windows hung with
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ATENT MEDICINES
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on each
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side of the lower cupboard.
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DING, AUTOS FINANCED

UBERT J. McCAULEY, Agent

U.ﬁ,-f..._.._....b..l.
ON, MARYILAND

.n.._..-_..L_;‘E{ -l
Phone 707 Clayton Blds.
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Your Garments Are Insured While

In Our Possession
MODERN CLEANERS & DYERS

Phone 52—Perryville, Md.
Phone 380—FElkton, Md.
Clyde Broadwater
Worthy Hellister

Phone 86—North Fast, Md.
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LUMBER

Buy your lumber

AP A8

4 ly‘u
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where you

have the opportan-
ity to select frem

the higzhest grade,

inspected stock

estimates
without obligation.

Aeys & Miller

Lumber Co.
ELKTON MARYLAND
Phone 59
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Daily Motor Freight Service I

BALTIMORE, MD. to
PERRYVILLE, NORTH EAST, FLKTON

And All Points Along U. S. Route 40

All Shipments Received A¢t Baltimore Be-
tore 12 o’clock Neoon will be Delivered The

Same Afternoon.

A Oom

We will also operate Daily Service from
Elkton, North Fast and Perryville 10 Balti-
more, Washington, Frederick, Harrishurg,
York, Lancaster and Intermediate Points,
and connections to the South.
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Auathorized Agents for Steamship Lines
i::n:.*’ Lar 'n.;:Jan Companics
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