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KENT COUNTY RAILROAD.

Spring—gghedule.

The Kent County Railroad hLaving been
complieted to Chestertown, trains will randai-
]}', (Sundays ex rlm'-i,l for treight and prirs-
senvers. bhetwed N Chestersown .'i'Hl 'l‘lr\\'ll:-l'll'l
where close connection will be made with
trains of the Delaware Ratl Road, and run as
follows, until further notice,
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Y ENCLOSING
goods, and getting in return ONE PAIR of

OUR OWN KID GLOVES, in all the

-l*‘“ill Hh“lll_"h ,“]“1 “JI'II'H_
The only place to get thein is at

W. H.
99 N. Charles Street,
3 doors ;‘;“th f.!/‘ .‘Ilt[f.-{‘r?‘y.

LESTINRTOWN, SATURDA

y Saved! Money Saved!!

ONE DOLLAR

(1.00) a three cent stamp and sample of
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. plrstrﬂ Loriry.

The Ministry of Flowers.

BY A. T. J.
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RINGGOLD’S,

ain,

The drnlrr—lmll rang, I turned my-head and
closed my eyes a;_.{uin;

But, idly listening, as one will in weariness,
| heard—

ONLY ONE DOLLAR PER PAIR, | “May I go up?"—in quiet tone, like softest

AND EVERY rairn GUARANTLEED.
alt,, Sept. 16, 1871,

4

warble of a bird,

Cermission given, the small, light feet came

One evening, as I lay upon my couch, in

Y MORNING, MAR
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of the life of this remarkatle man,who was
an honor to his race, and whose single
example has doune more to convince the
world of the natural capacity of the c. or-
ed man to re_cive the bencfits of higher
culture, than all the arguments of the
humanitarians—whether
sentimental, or political: and on the other

band, whose single example is the great |

stumbling block, the rock of offence, to
that school of ethnologists, statesmen and
philanthropists which denies the equality
of the races in natural apitade and intel-
lectual power. Of this school, that there

may be no misapprehension, the writer of |

this heg.u leave to say, that he long sinee

CH 30,

philosophical, |

.
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If Afric’s sons to genius are unknown,

| For Banneker has proved they may acquire
A name ’

' As bright, as lasting as your own.”
. It will be noticed thut Banneker sent s

imwunﬁript copy of his Almanac to the
 Hon. Tuomas Jerrensos, at thdt time
' Secretary of State, under Genersl Wash-
ington, and the foremost wdvosate in
America o' universsl emancipation nnd po-

litical equality. This copy Mr Jeffer-on

' sppears to have transmitted 10 the celebra-

ted CoNpokCET, savant, statesmen. and
philunthropiet, who ut that time was Pres-
ident of the Natiounl Assembly of Franece.
' No mun was better ahle, none apter to
'appreciate the lubors 0 Banneker, for he
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ulous und providential preservation; you
canoot but acknowledge, that the present
freedom and tranquility, which von enjoy,
you have mercifully received, and that it
18 the peculiar blessing of Heaven.

This Sir, was a time in which you
clearly saw into the injustice of a state of
flavery, and in which you hal just appre-
hensions of the horror of its condition; it
was now, sir, that your abhorrence there-
of was so excited, that you publicly held
forth this true and imvaluable doctrine,
which is worthy to be recorded and re-
membered in all succeeding ages.

**We hold these truths to be sclf evi-
®nt, that all men are ereated equal, and

adopted the teachings, and as he yet sees
[ knew, before shie reached the door, it was | DO cause to reject them, Banneker, Tous.

my darling=—Clare ; saint L'Ouverture, Alexander Dumas,
Her bright face beamed with love and smiles | ['rederick Douglas, Sewator Revells and

o8 they are endowed by (heir Creator by cer-
| Was A great mathematician and eapable of | g,in unalienable rights, that amonz these
;Nliumling the.r liim;nllty and worth: he | wre life, Iibl:l'T}': and the pursuit of hn[r[ri-
“was u Irieud of Amerten, whose partiaiity | jeca.”

tripping up the stair; .
Chestertown

Worton
e f.}..- b“.

H Poud,

WALLIAYE HARRIS,
Gun & Pistol
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MANUFACTURER,

|
| 'Till, po

ling up a chair by me, she climbed
upon the bed ;

but not a word she said |

Bishop Wayman notwithstanding. Bn-

cwould render him a generous eritie of the |

| inh'llwt'tn :| prmiuvu 14 lht: Hlind of I||i5 |

'neker's early education was yvery inade.

Here, Sir, was a time in which your

| lt‘!tl]t‘l‘ ft'f'llli;f'i for Yours h‘l-.-i hm] {,-ng-ig..

No. 116 West Pratt street,
(One Doar East of Soath,)
DALTIMORE,

ccountry s and he was a phillosophic states.
~man and friend of man who, engaged ns
"he was at that moment in pleading the |
~caure of uuniversal liberty and equality,

quate, and living literally in the wouds,
Then, leanine over. laid her cheek so soft and | Temote from iotercourse with men of cul-

' wamn ok tadee ' ture, and compelled to labor in the fi-ld
Saying scarce other than the words, “JIlove for his daily bread, he, if any man can be

ed you thus to declare, you were then im-
presssed with proper ideas of the great
\-'HIUIHUH Uf l:f*-rtt.', and the froo posses-
ston of those Llessings to whieh you weoere

st | l il ’,
b Morris',
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GOFNG WEST,
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Arrive Tow

A. M P. M. | R
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assortmcnt ul'

7 EEPS constantly on hand a cemplete ;

you all the time !

|

sald to be, was self-taught.  His natural

“And T love you, dear child,” T said; “ but, | inclination was towards mathematieal stud-

- would weleome this little book as the best
- reply to the bitherto ivexpugnable srgu-

cotitled hy nature 13ut pitiable 18 it to
reflect that ullhnllf_':h YOI were so f'u”y

meu's of his opponents who denied to the |
.[ negro thﬁ pﬂﬁseghlun‘ bﬁ?ﬂ“ﬁe hﬂ hid ﬂl?" er of "l-'l"ki“‘l, ﬂ[]nl of hs [ulu'l] nn I 1111 -
'er shown uny of the fruits of superior in- partial distributiong of those rights and

?tel]nclu;al capucity. | privileges which he had conferred upon

| Coming aeross, the following letter of | themn, that you should at the same timo
' Benjamin Banneker,

| - _ in t‘he old Marylaod | counteract his mercies,
| Hersld of 1793, immediately after read-

ing the interesting article in Seritiner,
where Banueker is claimed as an Eastern

() whnat Ilit\'ff }'ull lht‘rﬁ '."'
Jor 1 saw she Lield o basket filled with flow-
ers fresl and fair.

~ HUi *

e w1nl + Brooker & Lewis,

2ot AUCTION EERS

AND
-

240 |
| COMMISSION MERCHANTS,

- No. 226 W Baltimore street,
o8 | NEAR CHARLES,

Arrive at Cliestertown 45 | DALTIMOR .:, MD.

| —_ Sl |

B Passcneers from Che<tertown and all | B&F” Sales of Houseliold F'urniture, Car- '

Btations on the Kent f'-!ll.-T_‘i.' Ratlroad, will pets, &e., every Tlll-hl}.i_\.'. Thllrh'lu}' and |

reach Wilmington at 10:15, A. M.: Philadel -

l.eave '|'iown 'h.'l. 11 .-I;} convinced of the benevolence of the F;Lt]l-
\‘-i'l .‘.':,*'.
Morris',
M s ¢y s,
[.ITII""Ih‘-", J
MACK s, ]
hennedyville,

Still PPond,

L_‘.'f. 1) »,

Woaortor

l DUCK AND BIRD GUNS,
REPEATING PISTOLS,

SMITH & WESSON'S CARTRIDGE PIS-
TOLS, COLT'S REPEATING PISTOLS,
and every description of Pistol now in use.

Also, a Variety of Sporting Articles

Such as Powder Flasks, Shot Pouches,
Water Proof Caps, Wads, &c,

Wholesale and Retail. | .
e o ' , - And then she chattered on till some mo-
GUNS neatly Stocked and repeaired at |

\cs, and so diligendy did he pursue these
that he became an accomplished geometri-
ciun wnd astronomer; able not only to un-
derstand and appreciate the results of the
labors of others, but to correct their errors,
and to extend their discoverics. He had
actually commenced the formation of log-
arithmie tables, before he had ever seen
any such aids to the mathematician. As
an evidence of the nppfutitti;rﬂ in which |
whis abilities and attainments were held, it
1s mentioned that he wus invested by the

s

: ‘“Oh, these are ministers,” she cried; “ my

| marnma sayvs they preach

- Sweet sermons to all those who hear and care

for what !hf'}‘ teach ;

ntie dearest, Fred and 1 gathered all

these for you,

That you may have some mini
your Stunday through,”

‘)
9-40) In ilﬂ!'linfn: liy
traud and violence so numerous a part of
my brethren under groaning captivity and
_ ir*ruel ﬁppruﬂsiun. lhftt r-'mul-l at the =108
Shoremun, and the answer of Thos. Jef- | yime be found guiity of that most eriminal
ferson thereto, the writer thought they | 4ot which you professedly dotested in oth-
would be iﬂlﬁf{'blil’lg to the readers of the ers. with respect to }'ﬂur‘:-it'!'.‘f‘:i

JourNat, and therefore has requested
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g Saturday, at 10 oclock A, M.  Dry Goods, |
phia at 11:45, A M.,

P. M.

Passengers for the Kent Covnty Railroad,
will leave Daltimore (Fresident street depot) |
Al :.:..‘-—J, \ \I : ir' | 140 '!.! ' I‘1'*'[1*'l corner - at l"“"'-" Frates,

Broad street and Washineton Avenue.) at | Cash advances made if l‘l”lllil'i'i].
Daltimmore, August 36, 1871 —y

~ wpecial Notice.

10 ociock A. M.
Con: i:.'hinl-:ﬂra rt-:'ltH'! fII”}‘ S +Iil'ih‘|!.

—

.\IJH"T‘.J =z, 1872,

JUNMNINGS HOOD,
Supertntendent,
'r
|

i

ATtentlion
HUEL SER O AL Of ;.-r';__!'nnu'n_r; .*

4 hIP
: clothinge 18 l‘k !-1-.;' ing them 1 contact |

with odorl This end can Le

attaned ]-}.' e aasinz at the irue Store of 4
T. W. WICKES the niost popular and
valling perinmes now nsed,
find at Lis store
Combs, Drushes,

le

oloo

erous stbstances,

l"'lH'I cubseriber Manufacturer and Dealer
11 all

PLEMENTS. Farm and Plantation Machin-

a most clegant assortinent of | €a¥—=he also makes a speciality of PLOWS

Soaps, and Fancy Articles, | of all the various varicties for the Southern

=

\ . |
) O Call Q=0

Laght street, Baltimore,

Lo respectiinly mmvites all his old eustomers and

| Cavcall and examine Lis stock, which will be as
. ;‘I“'-L'_*:j:i COMPLETE AND WELL MADE AND

SOLD AT AS MODERATE RATES
as any other like establishmeunt in the coun-
try.  Address

JOHN MAYHER,

40 and 2 Lioht street,
Oct. 7, 1871 —vY., BALTIMORE,

l'l. ® L : [l
el dat] .'\ii"'.‘

J Stove Drushes :Il;ii Iil.u-hin;:.nn h&tll‘l

cost, A larve assortment of

FURNISITING GOODS,
for sale clieap.

Oor i very SNt st of TR j'.

Store opposite the Court House,
Oct, 21.

PATICTS

L "

NOTICIS!
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Foanlis,
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G. W. SUTTON.
Gialena, Jan. 18, 1872—4t.

e

FIVILIS INSTITUTION offers special in-
ducements to those desiring for their
danghters careful training, thorough instruc-

lal nl‘ Lhie linest e Lh .a'.!}‘. and at '-i."‘ retail 'f'l‘*t h*. ”—'H'ih‘.’ I'-fiﬂ-:l hr"i hill::-l'H 111
prices. ‘I'hie Dachelor Hair Dye, which is
used so extensively in Lurope and this coun-
1’!‘_‘3', and which Las been sat .'1-'Ihl.1j‘ | rover
Ib,}' FLetl I‘IIL L LSRR & -'l!s'} L L) ¢ Luce l“'-"'t
Hair Dye in the world, is sl by T. W,
Wickes. Natural Mineral Waters for the
delnili.‘-th’:, stuch as Vvicl Y, I\ iss d T A4
toga, and waters,
Cloves, Ciunamon, Allspice, Mustard, Mace,
Black and Red Pepper, Nutmegs, and ground
S.;’_ff-, [':hfl'n 'S flwl‘ Ii;l.‘r'ul’ll-‘.'. l-f:l.'l'! ‘.‘;llir'I:*'*.
Fllu'. ( MmaArs .n!ul {'1. WIHY Al ?‘:ni*I-.:h'f T’!- ..
bacco, Jan., 7, 1871.
OVES! STOVES!! STOVES!!!
STOVES! | s ! STOVES!!
: Fixee'sior Hot Blast Cook, Superh | (
ﬂf' ok, Tronside, Columbia Cook, Niag-
il U I'HIE'.I”IJE-I‘. .\H HI'_flil ('HHI{. I'*.LI’-
mer, Chamopion Complete hnproved, Victor
R:Hlj..‘;fh Reliancee Ra LR .\"-H':T}' l+:ll:*li‘{"w]{. .
THE IMPLROVED MORNING GLORY. |
Token Gas Durning Base., Token with Re-
flector, Parlor Light Base DBurner. Maeic
Light Dase Do Comet Air=tizht Radia-
tor, Myrtle IHuminating Dase, Casket Air-
tight, for woul or coul. Vulean Ecve Tuecan
‘j‘if‘“ I'*]Hl.'. O] "v.'tl“"l, I-IH' il .\il' rlnl'._r;:t. -
Woodland, Flame, Nine Plate Stove, &e. &c. |
S I D .y AR ¢ s O S & 2VEY DD O 4 1]”'::H!L-f‘i'ilu‘l'i." lh-i.:".ih;_’Il|liltrlll‘lr-rl‘ “.l‘.
BIBE AND SEXTON'S HEATERS | I “American Agriculturist” and “ Hearth
put up to heat one, f """i' or 'I"]" 3 At tand Home,” Orange Judd’s two great papers,
City prices, and repaired at moderate rates, JOHN W. HHINES.
Call and exaruine our large stock of Stoves, Nov, 11, 187 1—tf, Chiestertown, Md,
‘THI he convineed that we are ;-u-i““f_!; thewmn as | o _ _ _
low as in the eity, *
Store opposite the Court Touse, | FOOD FOR THE SICK.
jfaf‘ﬁti'ltlﬂ‘v'il, ”"t.:.”, 1871, _ | (/ "‘\I:IN!\.
; . . ' | RICE FLOUR,
TAPIOCA,
New Firm in the Lumber Brsiness! {
Beving pusohe ) SEA MOSS FARINA.
‘:;: AVIDD purcnas- “or sale at
' l‘il l’lf' 'I'li“lll' ST l\ 1 . 1 sk
of Mr. Wm. Van- | - r Pp—
port in the Lum- | NOTICI.
ber  Dusiness, we Ry - - _
irjh'tnl Iillt“;n'!'p u't ()“ ING to the pressure of the times, the
hia ol steand S A1t | nndersigned will be eompelled to do a
sl assadons o | STRICTLY CASIH BUSINESS on and af-
Sankin o f;f ~Lter the first day of Felruary, 1872,
Al persous indebted must make immedi-
BUILDING MATERIAL; !atescttloment.
AND A LARGE STOCK OF LUMBER, |
to which we invite the attention of consum-|
ers, comprised in part of Select Callings, 4-4, |
6-4 and %<4 White Pive, 5-8 Siding. |
Y.l:“uw 'ine Dressed Floorine,
White Pine Scantling and Bill Stuff, ' '
Hemlock Joint, Scantling & Lt Stur, | A HOWG 60001 for Yonng Ladies
White Pine and Hemlock Fencing, : S - . ,
White Pine and Cypress Shingles, Near Lambson's Station, Kent Co, R. R.
Laths, Pales, Window Sash glazed,
and Window Shutters,
We hope, by attention to our business, to |
merit a full share of publie patronage,

Classical education, and every advautage of a
Home School,

Stadies in English, French, German, Mu-
sic, Drawing oM Painting, conducted by
experienced "l'eachers,

The Fourth Half-Yearly Term will begin
on Tuesday, the Gth of February

Address E. L. BENNY,
Feb, 3, 1872—6w, Principal,

- EDWARD HAYES,
[ron Commission Merchant

BALTIMORE,

Buys and sells Scrap Iron and old Metals
of every description, Feb, 10—y,

We will also eontinue the

UARPENTERING

AND

Undertalking

businéss with unabated vigor.

JOHN T. DODD & SON.

July 156, 1871 —tf,
For Rent.

A desirable Dwelling on Queen
street in Chestertown, with a large |
Garden in front,  The building is a two story |
Brick, al was recently occupied by B. B,
Perkins,
The premises are also for sale.
Apply to k. F. FTERKINS,
Dec. 9, 1871, Chestertown, Md, I

CllJElt VINEGAR,
RELIABLE FOR PICKLING, |
on hand and for sale hy

THOMAS 8. WICKES.
Chestertown Angust 19, 1871,

NOTICL.
LL ACCOUNTS MUST be settled on
or before March 1st, either in Cash or

by Negotiable Note,

C. F. STAM & BRO.
January 27, 1872,

and will be sold at a very smail advance on |

HARDWARE, TINWARE, AND HOUSE | ("
Jr

WICKLS DrUG STorp | Havinea | |
— |\ FOREIGN AND DOMESTIC CHEMI-

BALENA SEMINARY.

~ection to receive it on account.,
| ng thm?]uf:qn:r&t l)ry

tion in all the branches of an English and |

L

|
I .
(Out-door H.t:t*h ot lf."o"'l'.}' tI--mrriptinu tﬂkt‘ll |

i{ll]'i.“ﬁ lrr .lf.;!l}!f..!.,; ?'{ 'Jrlt.’l ,J' [-‘!" f

" , . : |
' English and American Pickles, Capers and |
Condiments, Olives, Italian Mit""{”““' and | “Consider this; naught can compare with it |
I'ruits of all | '
. ]{ilu[.w; lfall’lligll Meats and l"lr-]l; l"HI'l'i*.:H and !

Domiestie Preserves and Jellies.

Warchouse No. 40 and 42,

others interested in such Wares to give him

i .',,‘ . . Sl | ...: ‘.
JOLIIN R. TLTARIS,
1‘):‘ 'a .I‘l"h' th}‘.'l']ﬁ, ]’nlii'l‘.'-lSt'.H'i*H. |

£ Watchmaker and Jeweller,

(sive me a call and r¢'g i cronu] Cook Stove |

1

Daltinmore at 1:05, “ ots, Shoes and Notions m't_-r;.' Mumlily at short notice.

Baltimore, Oct, 7, 1871 —v.

GROCERIES,
WINES AND LIQUORS
N-;) l'ICE.

To aLL LovERs oF GooD Branpies, WiNEs,
TeEAs AND GROCERIES.

—

AM PREPALRED TO OFFER GREAT
retail,

part of

' When,
|

ments passed away,
Kissing me again, she said, “I ®annot
Inllgi-r stay,

CFor mamma said that [ must come and play

inducements to customers, wholesale and |
Keep constautly on hand a large and |
well selected Stock of Goods, consisting in |

with little Fred,
While she undressos baby Rose and puts her
snug to bed.”

So went away my darling Clare, leaving me

| deep in thought

- Concerning the weet “ministry” of the flow-

| ers she had bronght

I gently raised them one by one, and soon
besan to see,

Do simply were the sermons writ, and all
scemed wril for ME.

0! blessed ministry of flowers !
' NSaviour knew

Green and Black Teas, of choice chops; | What their intluence on man should be, when

Cofjees—Java, Laguyra, Rio, &¢.

Vermecilla, Frehs Canned

hand a fine stock of

which I offer to Hotel I{i‘f!']l{‘l":-i at the vEnry
LOWEST PRICES, and ask a call.

THONMAS M. GREEN,

88 W, Baltimore Street, near Holiday.

Si'pt. 20, 1860—vY,

THE ENGLISH

Has removed to Lis New Store,

FAYETTE STRELLE1T
OPPOSITE BARNUM'SE HOTEL,

N. B.—Fime Walch Lepairs, at Trade

;

L

| prirr-a, il .‘-[H't'iu]il}'.

J.K. ALDRIDGE. |

|
|
|
|
!

1

|
|

!

*-1‘

tention given to the collection of claims and
the sale of Real Estate,

B&J- Oflice in the New Building in Court |
| Street,

)

Beg” I'he « ]l"il]!l‘ht Stock in the (-'il}'.
Baltimore, Nov, 25, 1871—1¢"

Colin I, Stam, Louis K, Stam.

b. K. STAN & BRO,

APOTHIEC AR [ IS,
Booksellers and Stationers,

Corner High and Court Streets,

CHESTERTOWN, MD.

\ T tender thanks to our patrons of the
vear 1871, for the hberality extended

to us, and beg a continunance of the same.
Havine a Large and  well selected stock of

CALS. we are prepared to compound pre-
scriptions, with accuracy anud neatness, at all
hours, Jan. 27, 1872,

C.\LL AND GET ONE OF

Co U STAM & BRO'S. ALMANACS.

They are more correct than any other now in

use.  We give them away.

Chestertown, Dec, 16, 1871.

\\'00!. wJQN'l'E”--—-I'l'ulrlt*'H Pop-
ular Store, will pay cash for Wool, or

xchange for merchandise, and have no ob-

Weare sell-

(Gioods in this market,

l{r.-.lnw.-tfully, WM. A. VICK ERS.

ATTICNTION.
FINLIURSTON'S

PEARL TOOTH TOWDER
Whitens the teeth, strengthens the gums,
miribies the breath, and is the most perfect

Footh Powder made.  For sale at
Jan, 7, WICKES' DRUG STORE

CARD.

E. F. PERKINS,
ATTORNEY AT LAW,

J1LL give prompt attention to all busi
ness entrusted to him. Particular at-

May 23, 1843,

s - —

Something \Von(lcrfu—l_.;

EAD'S Sore Throat and Catarrh Pow-
der is the most wonderful aticle I ever

1

heard of, for sore throat almost vanishes at its
touch,—Rev, J. Foley, Balt

For sale at

WICKSE DRUG STORE.

LACK LEAD aund Blacking urll;lll_f;
for sale by J. K. ALDRIDGE,

Jan. 7.

] ]1&&\'[‘! on |

|
Old Brandies, Wines, Whiskeys, Gin, J Aud 1

| to his favored few
| He Leld a lily up, and said, in loving gen-
tleness—

i glorious dress,”

ny months bave tlown

have been but once to church, I've

never felt alone ;

For every Sabbath T hav® had sweet flowers
full in view, '

Swect tlowers that are “my ministers, to help

my Sunday through."

A n

From the Easton Journal.

Benjamin Banneker, the Negro
Astronomer.

In a recent number of the Kaston Jour-
nal, there was published an extract from
an article of Scribner’s Monthly Magazine
of March, that bas for its subject this pe-

I
|

¥ |
I

i

ninsula on which we live. A short time
ago there appeared in our county papers
extracts from another article, which was

same subject. It would appear that lit-

lteraleurs hﬂ\'u suddunly disnm'erml |hllt-

this region is a singularly interesting oune

——picturesque in its physical features and

curious in its social organization. Both
of these articles are written in a kindly
spirit, and though they mark some of our
peculiarities, they are not derisive. In-
deed they could hardly be anything else
but good huniored, for they were written
by two men who may be said almiost to
belong to us.  Bayard Taylor bardly es-
caped being borv upon the peninsula, be-
ing a native of Chester county, just above
us, in Pennsylvania; and George Alfred
Townsend being, as it is said, a Delawa-
rean by birth. But the object now is not
to comment upon those two sprightly
Magaziue articles, which every Eastern
Shoreman ought to read, if, for no wor-
thier reason, than to learn what other peo-
ple, who have seen the outer world, think
of us: the present purpose is to present to
the readers of the Journal a curious doe-
ument which lately fell into the hands of
the writer, written by a man who, Mr.
(ieorge Alfred Townsend claims, in the
first mentioned of these articles, was born
upon the Kastern Shore. If he be correct
in his declaration that Benjamin Banue-
ker was a native of the Chesapeake Penin-
sula, this region has given birth to a very
remarkable man. It is thought, however,
that Mr. T. has fullen into an error, in
this instance, as he has in scveral others.
The writer las before him three short
biographical sketches of Banneker, two of
which do not give the place of his birth,
and the third, which seems to have been
drawn from authentic and original sources,
states that he was born in the year 1732,
in Baltimore county, near Ellhicott’'s Mills,
where his father bought property, and
where Banneker continued to live until
bis death in 1804, The Maryland His-
torical Society has published two other
sketches of his life, but they are not ac-
cessible, to settle the point of his nativity.

Benjamin Banneker, by one autherity,
18 represented to bave had am iofusion of
white blood in his veins; but another and
spparently more authentio story of his
life, asserts that be was s pure black, and
it will be seen in the subjoined létter that
he himeelf states, ** [ freely and cheerfully
ackuowledge that I am of the African
race, and in that color which is natural to
them of the deepest dye.” It is very cer-
tain, therefere, that those abilities which
he possessed could not be traced to sny
very large proportion, if aoy, of the Eu-
ropean element in his constitution. There

| 18 0O opportunity here to give an account

Surely, the B
) to one w hose abilities and character were |

And ever since that summer eve, though ma- |

Commissioners, appointed after the adop-
tion of the Federal Constitution in 1789
to run the liones of the Distriet of Colum-
bia, to be present, and to reuder his assist.
apce 1o the survey; und he was treated io

 all respects by these gentleman as an equal,

|

|

[t 1s said they even invited him to take a
seat at their table, but he, by declining
their invitation, showed that he possessed
the scutiment thut is the foandation of all

true politeness, a regard for the feelings of |
others, aud requested a separate table, |

that he might not violate those prejudices
of race and society, which he was sure these

|

|

gentlemen possessed, notwithstunding the

cnurteny thu:.‘ had felt it incumbent to show |

|80 respectable.

Io the year 1701 he t to tura his
- ¥ Nogyey wi to you, to ueed a proof here, thut we nre

astronomical :u'lilli.-tiliuns to prl'lt‘.tiC:nI ne-
connt, in almost the only way they could
be used at that time, namely, in the som-
putation and formation of Almanacs. The
preparation of these useful annuals, which
ut one time were the luxury cf the rich
unly. but which are now the necessary
conveniences of every one, was once a
very different task from what it is now.
Most persous are aware that the ealeula-
tions which they see in the numerous al-
manacs now issued, are tuken wholly from
those great almanacs that are published by
suthority of the principal commercial va-
tions of the world, such as the English
Nautical Almanae, the Ameriean Lphem-
eris, or other like French and German
works, These are ealculated for several
years in advance of the current year, so
that they may get into the hands of navi-
gators bound upon long voysges  KFrom
these great Almanaes it is very easy to

‘abstract what is adupted to any given posi-

! tiﬂﬂ unon [l.{g 0! r” ‘!!l urr 0e.
puhli.-lmi in “{lrpt.r’s Mﬂgnziue, upon the | } iFtu 8 § nee

Aithnu;:h

some of these natior.al Ephemerides had |

begun to be calculated and published in
Banneker's day they were not widely cir
culated and it is doubtful whether they
ever reached him in his poverty and se-
clusion, At all events Banoneker, out in
the wilderness of Baltimore county, not
content to take his caleulitions second
hand, proceeded to make his own compu-
tations, for an almanae.
more difficult to him from the absence of
those formula or rules and those tables
that are now regarded as g0 necessary, or
at least convenient, in astronomical reck-
oning. In the year 1792, the first alma-

their republicatioon.
CYPRTAN.

Baltimore County, (Maryland) near E!I.
Liotts Mills, Ang. 19th 1791
To THOMAS JFFERSON, Esq. Sec.
RETAKY OF STATE.
Sin:

[ am fully sensible of the grestuess of | fricnds,
that freedom which T take with You on the stead ;’

Sir, I suppose that your knowledee of
the situation of my brethren is too exten-
sive to need a recital here; neither shall [
prcsume to preseribe methods by which
they may be relieved. otherwise than by
recommending to you and all others, to
wean yourselves from those narrow pre-
judices which you have imbibed with res-
pect to them; and as Job proposed to his
““put your soul in their souls
" thus shall yoar hearts be enlarged

present occasion, o liberty which seemed | with kinduess towards them, and thus shall
1o me searcely allowable, when [ reflected
' on that distinguished and diguified statiop

in which vou stand, and the alwost gen-
eral prejudie and prepossession which is

80 prevalent in the world against those of

my complexion,
[ suppose it is a truth too well attested

a race of beings who have labored uuder
the abuse und censure of the world, that
we have long been considered rather as

brutal that bumsu, and scarcely capable | jyanae

of mental endowmeunts
Sir, I hope I may eafely adn.it, in con-

|

|

|
i

sequence of that report which hath reach- |

ed ne, that You are a man far less inflex.-

ible in sentiments of this nature, than ma-
oy others, that you are wmeasureably
friendly snd well disposed toward us, and
that you are willing and ready to lend your

' aid and assistunce to our relief from those

to which we are reduced.

Now, Sir, if this is founded in truth, [
spprehend you will rnudi]}' embrace every
opportunity, to eradicate that train of ub.

r
!

'
J

nced neither the dircetion of myself op
others 10 whiech mabner to procecd here-
in.

And now, elthough my sympathy and
affection for my brethiren hath caused my
eulargement thus far, Tardently bope that
your candor and generosity will plead with
you in my behalf, when T make known to
you, that it was not originally my design ;
but having taken up wmy pen in order to
direct to you as a present, a copy of an al-
which | have ealeulated tor the sue-
ceeding year, I was unexpectedly and un-
avoldably led thereto

This calculation is the produetion of my
arduous study in this wy advapcel stage
of hfe, for having lonz had unbounded
desires to becowe acquainted with the se-
erets of nature, I had to grati'y wmy curi-
osity therein through my own assidaous
application to astronomical study, in which
you, the many
difliculties and disadvantagzes I have had
to encounter,

And, although I had alinost deelined
to make my caleulation for the ensuing

surd and fulse idens and ﬂpilliﬂllﬁ which .I}'CRI', 1n conseqgeence of that time which 1
50 generally prevail with re-pect to us, | had allotted therefor being taken up at

sud that your sentiments are concurrent | Foderal Territories. by the ro

with mine, which are that oue universal
Father bath given being to us all, and
that he hath not unly mutic us nll of one
flexh, but that he hath also without par-
tinlity afforded us all* the same sensations
wnd endued us all with the same faults,
und that however variable we may be in
socicty, or religion, however diversified in
situstion or color, we are all of the same

'family, sud staod io the same relation to

These were the

- you ure fully persuaded, 1 htpe you can- it to you in manuseript previous thereto,

nac of Bunncker was published in Balti- |

the means of his support.
before him a copy of ** Banneker's, Mary.

Nland, Pennsylvania, Delaware, Virginiu,

Kentuelky, and Norvth Caroliva Almanar
and Ephemeris, for the year 1796 "

of that day and this. The following is
extracted from the Preface, which ean
bardly have been written by Banneker him-
self, being too laudatory for his modest
pen, but is nevertheless interesting.

‘* But there is one dish we invite you,
Gentle Reader, to partuke of, and we are
prouder of it than of all the rest put to-
gether; and to whom do you think we are
indebted for this part of our entertain-
ment? Why to o BLACK MAN!
Is a black capable of composing an slma-
nac? Indeed it is no less strange than
true; and a clever, wise, long-headed
black he is. It would be telling (sic)
some whites if they had made us much of
their great school learning as this sage
philosopher has made of the little tesch-
ing he has got, The labors of the justly
celebrated Banneker will likewise furnish
you with a very important lesson, cautious
reader, which you will not find in sny

| other almanac, namely that the Maker of

the Universe is no respector of colurs; that

| the color of the skin is in no wavs con.
| nected with strength of wmind or intellee-

tusl powers; that although the God of na-
ture has marked the face of the African
with a darker shade than bis brethren, he
has given him s soul equally ospable of
refinement. To the untutored Blacks the
following elegant lines of Gray may be ap-
plied. =

“Full many a gem of purest ray serene

The dark unfathomed caves of ncean bear;

Full many a flower is born to blush unseen,
And waste its fragrance on the desert air."”

“Nor lou ye proud, impute to these tlu|

©Maryland State Archives msa_sc3326_scm8203-0505

"more, by Messrs, Goddart & Angell, and |

It

differs little from the almanacs of its cluss, | 'Destinable lnws which preserve to you

him,
Sir. if these are sentimeonts of which

not but ucknowledge, that it 18 the indis- |

pensable duty of those who mwintain for
themiselves the rights of human nature
and profess the obligations of Christinuity,
to extend their power and influence to the

reliet of every jrurt of the human race. |

he continued to issue them until the year ! trom whatever burthen or oppression they

1802, deriving from their sale a portian of |

The writer has | hend a tull conviction of the truth and ob-

mny unjustly labor uuder, and [ appre-

|

|

E

hgation of these principles should load all |

to hike eflorts.

Sir, I have long been convineed, that |

if your love for yourselves und tor these

the rights of human nature, was founded
0on l'il'll.'l‘rt.'.*ll:f, )'UII L‘fllli'] not but be iu“u. '

Strange ! |

itons that every individual of whatever
rank or distinetion, wi
the blessings thereof, neither could you
rest sutisfied, short of the most active dif
fusion of your exertions in order to their
promotions fromn any state of degradation,
which the unjustifiable cruelty and bar.

' barism of men may have reduced them.

Sir, | freely und cheerfully acknowledge
that I am of the African race, and ia that
color which is natural to them of the deep-
est dye, and it is under a sensgof the most
profouud gratitude to the supreme Ruler
of the universe thet I con'ess to you, that
[ am not under that state of tyraunical
thealdom, and inhumna eaptivity, to wiiich
too wany of my brethren are doomed ; but
that I have abundently tasted of the frui-
tion of those blessings, which proceded
from the free and unequaled liberty with
which you are favored. and which [ hope
you will willingly allow you have received
froms the immediate hund of that being,
from whow proceedeth every good and
perfect gift.

Sir, suffer me to recall to your mind
that time, in which the arms aud tyranny
of the British Crown were exerted in ev-
ery powerful effort in order to reduce you
to a state of servitude ; look back | entrest
you on the vuriety of dangers to which
you were exposed, reflect on that time in
which every human aid appeared unavail-
able, and in which even hope and forti-
tude wore the aspeet of inability to the
couflict; and you eaumot but be led to »
serious and grateful sease of your mirac-

|

_ (mest of Me.
Andrew Elliott, yet finding myesIf under

 several engagements to printers of this

state to whom | had communieated my
design, on my return to my place of resi-
deuue, l ilnlllﬁ'riullﬁ]\‘ IIEI}-]H"I :n_'o.‘-‘~+'|t'
thereto, which I hope I have acomphished
with eorrectness and accuracy, a copy of
which I bave taken the liberty to direct
to you, and which I humbly request you
will favorably reccive, and although yon
may have the opportanity of perusing it
after its publieation, yet [ choose to send

thut thereby you migh not only have an
earlier inspection, bLut that you might
view it in my own hand writing,

Now, sir, I shall conclude,

and subseribe myself,
with the most profound respect,
your most obedient humble servant,
B. BANNEKER.
IUH.IFIHTE!F."H'H, .IJ-"*}‘ ;;5', IT:J[
Sir:

[ thank you sincercly for your lotter,
of the Th Instunt, and for the Arvanac
it contained. —No body wishes more than
I do to ~ee su-h Proois as }'uui*xhhil, that
Nature has giveth my black Brethren, tal-

~ents equal to those of the other color of

ght with yuu enjoy " men,

'ea snd Ameriea.

" blind hog"”

aund that the appearance of a want
of them 1s owing mercly to the degraded
condition of their existence, both in Afri-
L can wdd with truth,
that nobody wishes more ardently to see
w good systemn commenced for raising the
condition both of their body and mind to
what it ought to be, us fa-t as the imbeeil-

ity of their present existence, and other

circumstances, which eannot be neglocted,
will admit T have tuken the liberty of
seu:iing your ALvaxaco to M. ope (','nh:lml{-
CET, Surretnry of the Acapevuy of Sc1ex.
ces at Panrs, and Member of the Pure-
ANTUROPIC Soctery. becanse | considered
1t a8 a document to which vour whole eol.
or had a right for their justification against
the doubts which had been entertained of
them.

Il s, with great esteem, Sir,

your most obedient humble servant,
THOMAS JEFFERSON.,

Benjamin Bauneker,
near Ellicott's lower mills, Balto, (o.
PRI G,

BF A western editor speaks of his ri-
val a8 “*mean enough to steal swill from a
The rival retorts by saying :
“He knows he lies; We never stole his
swill.”

——

-‘--‘“t-—- -

AF An independent old lady, speak-
ing of Adam naming all the animals, said

'she didn't think he deserved any eredit

for naming the pig—any one would know
'h'ﬂ. to esll him.




