pUT THE LITTLE ONES ITAPPY
TO BED.
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nE OLp Mamp, —Let us take a girl
10 has arrived at the mature age of 21
thout having had a single eligible offer
narriage. By eligible, we do not mean
imply that our only consideration is
ney—but just the contrary. We wish
have it understood that nobody whose
racter promises some fair amount of
piness ever asked our young lady In
rriage. And as she is a sensible wo-
n, who had a good education, and
om an excellent mother early taught
» blessedness of work and usefulness
had refused to marry only for the
¢ of avoiding the misfortune of be-
iing an old maid. Under the eyo of
at excellent mother she first learned to
ke herself useful to her younger broth-
3 and sisters (for we will suppose the
aily to be a large one ;) and when they
w up she looked about for somie em-
yyment, or let us say work, though
me young ladics are never at work. As
» has taught necarly all the younger
mily, she has, of course, gained some
actice in the art of teaching, and 80
s tries to find a situation. **Oh, what
niserable lot I’ we hear some of our la-
readers exclaim. Granted, for those
0 follow this calling with unwilling
art and mind : but we began by saying
at our young lady had fitted herself par-
ularly for that vocation, and that she
1 her work well, The consequence is
shio soon gains the love of her pupils.

1s some years pass, and she is thirty
. but ‘*8he is quite young still,”

her friends, male or female, aver.
goes into society, there is always a ‘
cant seat left for her, and there are none | ¥ ork 1s now

the young girls of her acquaintance,
she is always full of good humor, ready
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think their number is daily ilwru;'a:-_:it1::.~--! [nto "sucnh varlor 1 sometimes am
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much ado ; they enjoy the good things of | door, and invites e to enter. I pause
this world as heartily as any bachelor : ! on the twilight edge and hesitate a step
and they are, for the most part, much|©r two, and stopshort, unwilling to risk
happier than any of our bachelor friends, [ Y limbs in such a trap of darkness. It
for they have the great gift-—which {he |18 like a royal tomb—or a cavern, whose
lords of ereation generally sadly want— |8VTEEOUS stalactities are shrouded in
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: ’ | y one the objects slowly emerge from
some of her brothersand sisters have mar-| qurkpess, First, the white mantle-piece
ried, some have gone away ; there she Hit-‘*i:;hiuurj out—then an ottoman, like an
contentedly, but mostly not alone; friends | island, is discovered, AsIam obliged to
are dropping in, inviting her and coaxing ! wait half ao hour for the toilette up stairs,
her to come with them., Sometimnes she I have time jo grow accustomed to theé
accepts, more often she refuses, knowing | place. No bat could see better nt‘wl It
full well the truth of the proverb ; * If|is an owl's paradise !—1I. W. Beecher.
vou wizh to get always a warim welcome, RS aing s

don’t visit your friends too often.”” DBut
indeed, she has no time left for unwel-
coine visits; she rises early, she 15 fully
employed all day long. Desides the teach-
ing she does for money—in order to live
honcrably and respectably--she does
much for love. Thus our old maid goes
on her way, cheering many who would
grow faint but for her hearty encourage-
ment., She is fifty now. and age is ap-
proaching with quick steps, yet she fears
it not. If all her friends should fall off.
there will always be the needy and the
poor to whom she can be a friend, and
who, if they cannot repay her in any other
way, will at lcast protect Ler from that
feeling of desolation which causes many
ancient females to say: ** 1 had better di
for nobody will miss me wherr I am gone,
and I am only a burden to those I love,—
Chambers Journal,
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" TRANSLATION FrROM JosH BILLING’S
EssAY ON SILENCE.—One of the hardest
things for a man to do, is to keep still,

Everybody wants to be heard first, and
this is just what fills the world with non-
scnse.

Everybody wants to talk, few want to
think, and nobody wants to listen.

The greatest talkers among the feath-
ered folks are the mnagpiec and the guinea
hen, and neither of them are of much ac-
count.

If a man is not sure he is right the best
card he can play is a blank one.

I have known many a mwan to beat in
an argument by just nodding his head
cnee in a while and simply saying, *°just
80, just so,”’

It takes a great many Llows to drive in
a nail, but one will elineh it,

Some men talk just as a French pony
(rots, all day long in a half bushel measure.

Silence never makes any blunders, and
always gets as much credit as is due it,
and ofttimes more,.

When I see a man listening {o me close
I always say to myself, *‘look out, Josh,
that fellow is taking your measure,’

I have heard men argue a point two
hours and a half and not get any further
from where they started than a mule in a
bark mill; they did a good deal of going
round and round.

] have sat on juries and had a lawyer
talk the law, facts and evidence of the case
all out of me, besides starting the taps on
Iy hoots,

I have been to church hungry for some
rospel and come home so full of it that 1
couldn’t draw a long breath without start-
ing a button.

Brevity and silence are the two great
cards. and next to saying nothing, saying
a little is the strength of the game,

One thing is certain, it is only the great
thinkers who can afford to be brief, and
there have been but few volumes yet pub-
lished which eould not be cut down two-
thirds. and mwany of them could be cut
clean back to the title page without hurt-
ing them,

It is hard to find a man of good sense
who can look back upon any occasion and
wish he had said some more, but it is easy
to find many who wish they had said less.

A thing said is hard to recall, but un-
said it can be spoken any time,

Brevity is the child of silence, and is 8
great credit to lhe old man.
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MANNERS IN A TELEGRAPH OFFICE,
—1In illustration of the importance of good
manners a London paper recalls an inci-
dent which occurred at a Scoteh telegra-
phic ofice some years ago. Lord Russell
was the Minister in attendance upon IHer
Majesty at Balmoral, and one evening
there came a messenger to Aboyne—8
little old man buried in a great coat—
with a telegram from his Lordship to one
of his Ministerial colleagues in London.
The message was banded to the clerk in
charge, a peremptory person, who seeing
that it did not bear a signature—it was in
the days of the old companies, when & sig+
nature was necessary—threw it contemp-
tuously back, with the authoritative com-
mand, ‘* Put youir name to it; it’s a pity
your master don’t know how tosend s
telegram.” The name was added, and
the message banded back. ‘‘'Why, you
can’t srite, either!" ecried the enraged
clerk, after vainly endeavoring to make
out the signature. *‘‘Hereplet me do it,
What's your name ?"’ ‘‘My name,'’ said
the little old messenger, very deliberately,
they are wedded to magnificent broca- ‘i3 John Russell.” It was the veritable
telle, or silk damask curtaius, which, Lord John himself ; and the unhappy clerk
like vertical carpets, fall in vast folds!was removed from Aboyne forthwith,
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MODLERN WINDOWS,

The windows of fashionable modern
houses are expected toadmitlight. They
are, it istrue, constreted as they were in
those primitive days when it was their
funection to admit light into the dwelling,
The sash is still there, and panes of glass,

Jut architecture loves to keep as mere
ornaments what it once created for im-
portant uses, The function ceases and
the organ becomes a mere decoration,

In early times much was made of light
—sun-light., With much paing and ex-
pense it was introduced into the house,
Now, witheven greater care and expense,
it is excluded, @

I'irst, while the house is bLuilding,
openings are left in the rising walls, the
frames are expensively made, the sash is
filled with costly glass, and the sun,
breaking over the horizon-line, comes in
like a flood, pouring cheerful light
through all the room. RBut that would
make the house pleasant as it is out of
doors, The luxury is toogreat. It might
lead to self-indulgence,

A series of ingenious arrangements
have been devised to stop out the sun-
shine and all light whatsoever, First
arce the-outside blinds., North of New
Jersey they are slat shutters, whose mova-
ble lattice work lets in air, while, il
property adjusted, it keeps out the poison
light,

These green bLlinds are evidently a
souvenir of the Mediterranean, or of
Syrian land, where the ingenious arch-
itect sought to strain the glaring atmos-
phere, and to bring in the air without
its light. In ourmother-lafid, where but
a few weeks of summer are every oppres-
sive, these lattice blinds are exotic,

In Philidelphia, and in all the region
ander her architectural influence, white,
solid, battened shutters are used, which
defy both air and light,

Next, we find curiously folded into the
window jams, a series of inside shutters
paneled, solid, impenetrable,

Within a score of years innovation has
inserted in them some slight peeping
holes ; say, two panels of movable slats,
This might let in some little light. Bat
the disaster is prevented by supplemental
arrangements. Yor alinen curtain rolls
down behind them, and dims the littie
light that struggles through. Next,
Venetian blinds ; their movable stats rise
or fall to a cord on the other side, and if
slanted aright quiet exclude the light.
But so davgerous is sunlight that pru-
dant people will not be content w ith such
protection. Lace curtains, embroidered
with curious vines, flowers and scrolls,
hang like a mist behind the blinds, It is
true their resisting power is feeble, but
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