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THE BABOO OF BENGAL. |

' little slang, it makes a wise n

THE GHASTLY TOWERS OF SILENCE
WHERE THE DEAD ARE PLACED.

Fhe Parsee in His Home —A Study of the
Zoronstrian Theory of Religion - A Long

Survival —Towers Whieh Have Stood Two

Hundred Years,

They looked so human with their gen-
tle o .-‘... #0) like other people,whether they
talked (Juzerati or l";llj..':'“.ﬂh. w hether one
gsaw them in the market place or at a
meet, that it was difficult to believe this
horror of them. Yet it was true, for
there were the facts and statistics in a
little hand book in the reading room of
the hotel, facts and statistics of vesterday
and today and not of any remote period
of anti-civilization. This as to time: and
as Lo place—not three miles from where
we sal, on the topmost point of Malabar
hill, an eminence which also bore the
residence of Lord Reay, govenor of the
Bombay presidency. We asked the hotel
manager, who was a Parsee, if he had
ever visited the spot, He shook his head
and shrogged his shoulders just as an
Englishman might have done talking of
the churchyard or the family vaults.
“Parsees go only once,” he said, “‘and
thert they are carried.” But he advised
us to go; all tourists did, he said;: and he
knew the he would get us
tickets,

secretary,

ON THE HILL.

S0 we arranged todrive the next morn-
ing very early, to see the Towers of Si-
lence on Malabar hill, whither the Parsee
living bear the Parsee dead, bidding them
& more utter farewell than is conceived
by any other people of any other creed on

arth. Two native soldiers stood in the

queen’s uniform at the gate, and looked
at us with surprise. It was late in the
season and early in the day for people
who wanted to see the century old sight
they protected from the over curious.

Louls went up to one of them with in-
trepidity and showed him our passes, lHe
shook his head and said something in his
own tongue. Neither of us
It in the very least. I produced a phrase
which 1 had carefully concocted on the
way from a “"Handbook of Hindustanee"
purchased in Caleutta, and which 1 in-
tended to mean **We wish to see the Tow-
ers of Silence.” But the man only looked
at his fellow and grinned. 1 tried an.
other phrase and yet another, but com-
prenension did not come. Then I reflect-
ed that perhaps the language of the Baboo
of Bengal was not necessarily that of the
native “Tommy” of Bombay, and later
investigation proved this to be the case.
Finally one of the men pointed with his
gun to a small house near by, and nodded
his head violently as Louis made as if she
would knock. So she knocked loudly
and presently there appeared, in blink-
ing undress, a very short, stout old Par-
see, who instantly retreated again. We
then sat down beneath a mango tree and
awalted events,

The old Parsee was not long in reap-
pearing, tall red cap and gown, and gir-
die and all. In his hand he carried a
lut'j.:r- ki'}', with which he beckoned Lo us
to follow him. He went up the steps,
unlocked the gate and let us in. The
road still ascended before us through the
outskirts of a tropical garden, and we
climbed to another iron gate, which the
old Parsee Ill'llnt‘l-\'l‘ii. There we stood In
the dead calm of early morning, with
the vellow light in the eastern sky threat-
éning every moment to break into flame,
In a strange place. Flowers bloomed
around us, crimson and purple
flowers of the tropics that are all sense
and no soul. Bordered llH“l."i led in dif-
ferentdirections, neatly kept, and clum ps
of trees did their best to give the spot
shadow and sentiment. We were not
looking at the flowers, but at five strange,
round, white structures that rose at a
little distance, divided from us by & wall,
in the midst of heavy masses of trees.
The oldest of them had been there 200
years, with never a profanation of its
name or office—a tower of silence all
that time, The others had been added as
they were needed. They were not vaults
and “Ii'}' were not cemeteries, yvet their
business was with the dead.

BY ORDER OF ZOROASTER.

They first arose 8,000 years ago by
command of Zoroaster, as you doubtless
know, thus: The elements, said Zoroas-

understood

[hl.l'-«[‘

ter, are sacred as symbols of the deity,’

therefore should never be contaminated
defiled, Neither earth nor fire nor
water should serve a Parsee after death
had made him acorrupt thing, His body
should be placed on a tower, high above
all human habitations, that living men
should not be polluted by it, and no foot
enter there but those of its bearers, who
should it and come away. And
the towers of Zoroaster's thought, 3,000
the towers with the
latest S I Lars lluprovements, that stood
before us in the year of grace 1889. which
EiVes one au 1dea of the real lIH*HHng of
vonservatisn.

We A M the structures
shown in the garden. and understood it
wilh the ||t*|[i of the hotel hand book,
They are built of solid black granite. and
covered with white cheenam. Inside is
a circular }rl.tlfﬂl‘lll divided into lhrr-ﬂ
shallow receptacles with footpaths be-
tween, the outer row for Ili:lli*h. the next
for females and the inner for children.
Three is the notable number of the fol-
lowers of Zore asLer, t'--lnlntiul'.; them al-
wiays ol the cardinal precepts of their re-
Lgilon - good thoughts,” “good words,”
“good ds. Every Parsee wears a
white woolen girdle of triple coil for ks
daily »u and he out the
idea to the The corpse bearers are
a sepalale Class, llIrI'-lI'!'ll h_‘h certain re-
ligious ceremonies, and foreced to live
apart from the rest of the Parsee
munity because of the impurity which
their oflice is supposed to contract for
then.

In compensation the work is highly
paid. They carry the body, swathed in
& sheet, to ILs I'L-1‘rpl.u‘h*. and I.'.l_"- it there
without SRAR l‘llllhlluf whatever, Naked
We come into the world,” said Zoroaster,
“and naked we uu;._'ill to leave i1t.” 1Then
the corpse bearers go away, and the vul-
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Pl e Codne, and inn wen liinutes there I8
A clean picked skeleton where they left
what had been a man or woman the day
before, In a fortnight or so the ri.u.ll'l'{‘
bearers return, and guther up the bones
With iron tongs, and throw them into a
well in the nddle of l.l'u' FI‘H“'PF of Si-
lence, which is their final resting place,
Conduits lead from this place to under-
ground wells, provided with double fil-
ers of sand and charvoal and sandstone,
for the purification of the rain w ater fall-
ing upon the bones, before it re-enters
the earth That 18 Lthe entire SyYstem: its
situplicity is ghastly,—Sara J. Duncan
In Montreal Star.

A Deputy’'s Leventrieity,

M. Thivrier, a workingman, elected as
such to the present chamber of deputies
i France, wears all the time in public
the blouse which is the badge of a la-
borer in that country. M Thivrier be
gan work in the coal mines at Commens-
oy, i rance, when tw elve Yeurs uld, and
for twenty vears remained in Lhem, han-
dling the pick. Afterward he by came a
vinegrower and dealer in wines. He is
a Socilist, but not a communist, *‘for,
having.” as a French paper puts it, “‘ac
i “HFL,
understand how that
hould belong to all the world.”
stuck to
blouse, and it was
lﬂl:..;"[_% upon the strength of that pecu-
Harity that he was elected a deputy. He
s sald o be & man of unusual intell-
Rence and a good speaker. When he
came to I'aris to take his seat his blouse,
which he wore not only at the chamber
but at receptions and all other functions

which he attended, made hiz: at once
famous. —Paris Letter.
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The Love of Humbhg.

If one may be indulged in use of a

tired to
see how persistently his comj rn
after and by thég latest
shams. and seem pever so happy aSwhen
they are being deceived, FEspecially is
this trait noticeable in the matter f
physical ailments. The family physidjan
may measure out his prescribed doses of
quinine or senna, give the patient a
plain, practical talk, and depart with the
consciousness of duty done and the cer-
tainty that the subject will leave the
powders untouched on the mant!. un-
less he becomes frightened, aid that his
reputation as a physician will suffer in
consequence.

But let some traveling fakir
along, pitch his tent, swing out his flag.
with ringing of bells and blowing of
horns, and lo! the public is at his feet
ready to be healed, willing to swallow
the most nauseous mixtures, if only they
be christened with unpronounceable and
untransiatable NaAmes, anxious pay
double the fees of a respectable, respon-
sible physician, and bold to assert after
a week's diet of bread pills and rain water
sweetened with molasses, that they are
perfectly cured of imagined ailments,
and are urgent that their friends shall
share in their good fortune.

Science doesn't always receive thesup
port of the universal public; humbug-
gery The street wizard,
tangled hair and picturesque garb, can
extract teeth painlessly by the same pro-
cess which nearly murders the patient if
performed by an educated dentist, dressed
In Nineteenth century clothes and located
in a well appointed office. The noble
aborigine, in war paint and feathers,
dealing out “Sagwa” and mystic oils.
will carry off all the spare change of a
community, while the village physician
Erows poverty stricken.—Milwaukee Sen
tinel,
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Is the San Blae?

One of the shining lights of astronom-
ical science has this to say in regard to
the color of the Bun.:

It nay be asked: “What suggests the
idea that the sun is blue?” at-
tention directed this mansy
years ago, when measuring the heat and
light from different parts of the sun's
disk. It known that the sun has an
atmosphere of its own, which tempers
its heat, and, by cutting off certain radi-
ations and not others, produces the Bpec-
tral lines with which we are so familiar.
These lines we usually study In connec-
tion with the absorbing vapors of sodi-
um, iron, etc.. which produce them:; but
my own attention was particularly given
to the regions of absorption, or to the
color it caused,

In these investigations I found that the
suns body must be bDluish
color, and that it would shed deep blue
light, except for the solar atmosphere,
which is usually spoken of as being colo
less, but which really plays the part of a
reddish veil, letting a little of the blue
appear on the center of the sun's disk.
where it is the thinnest. and staining the
edge red, so as to appear to a delicate
test as being a pale aqua marine in the
centerand a tlm-;uf_:urnf-turnun-i Lhe m-.i;.:;u
The effect I found to be so important
that, weare this all but invisible solar at-
mosphere diminished only by a third
part, the temperature of all temperate
zones would rise higher than anvy torrid
zone and make the greater part of the
world uninhabitable,

These studies directed my attention to
the great practical importance of study-
Ing the action of our own terrestrial at-
mosphere on the sun, and the antecedent
probability that our own air was also,
and independently having the effect of
making a really blue sunshine and sun
APPEAT as w hite when it should be of a
cerulean hue.—St, Louis I'.'.!'Ill!"r“f‘.
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Rieh Men on the Wing.

A prominent railroad official stated
the other day that but for the fact that
two-thirds of them use passes the men of
wealth and prominence in the nation's
affairs would be among the best patrons
of the roads.

“As 1t is,” he added, ‘“‘they are the
most frequent passengers. Some of them
spend as many hours in railroad cars as
they do at their homes and Journey all
the way from twenty to forty thousand
miles a vear,”

The registers of all the well known ho.
tels reveal the names of men who COne
here every week or two. tras eling hun
dreds of miles and thinking little or noth.
ing of the trip.

In fact, Mr. George Pullman has be
CONe 80O ]Hr]llll:lr as a host that manyv men
do a large part of their dictation and cor
respondence while in his charge and take
their secretaries along with them for
that purpose,

A rapidly growing tendency, too, is
for a man to have his own Car, request
the railroad president to “dead head” it
over his line and branches, and thus he
brings his family and all his friends
along. When any express train
hind time ask the conductor the reason
for the delay, and nine chances out of
ten he will answer:

“We had to hitch on Mr. Bo-and-So's
car. He's making the trip with us.”

But there are still a great many people
who cannot indulge in the luxury of a
$20,000 house on wheels. and if vou can't
put that amount of money into one there
18 no use sending your order to the works.
—Philadelphia Press,

is be-

All in Bis Ear.

A middle aged colored man entered a
“I‘llﬁkl_‘i'll car the other evening with a
basket containing wine in his hand, evi
dently sent to make a de livery, He man-
aged to get a seat, and when the conduce
tor around his fare he
never bothered about pockets or poe ket
books, but simply placed his hand on one
of his capacious ears and drew forth the
shining nickel. To aay that conduaector
and passengers wese surprised puts it
mildly, The conductor. on recovering
himself, shereupon remarked: “Why do
CAITY ™ur money there, captain?”
“"Cause it's h;LHtl_\', sir, " replied the son
of Ham, and the passengers all langhed
at the wrinkle in money pouches. It was
Uhhl'r\'r'll that he carried another nickel
in the other ear.—New York Herald

Calne LO Collect

Mr. Vanderbilt's 'lciare,

There seems a certain confusion as to
the Venetian picture by Turner whic h
Mr. Cornelius Vanderbilt has purchased,
That he has bought it and paid the splen
did price of a hundred thousand dollars
for it there 14 nao linuhl, but we LAYV I'ess
celve with a very large grain of salt the
rumor that the millionaire was ambitious
of acquiring Meissonier's **Rixe.” which
s one of the ornaments of Windsor. and
that he actually offered the queen half a
million dollars for it. The fact that the
fumor came around by way of Paris is
suflicient reason for ighting shy of it
The art of “faking” originated in Paris.
where it had already attaned Colossal
grandeur before the first American jour-
nal had been prioted wt Boston

Whichever of the Grand canal pictures
by Turner Mr, Vanderbilt has boug ht he
has got a good one. Turnd ' understood
Venetian color, and had a peculiar pro-
Cess of ]llﬁ OWwWn, Laken fl'HHl HH' Caris
Fiemish and his own by
the extraordinary manner in which he
applied it—for rendering the eX(uisitely
llllnlllnfl- -li“l""i‘h" res of Lhe "‘.t'n-'- n of
the Adriatic.” And he was trus
a8 any mortal can be Lhe ever
i!l;..';, evilllescent _Llullrﬂ Of sea
Ruskin hit it when he sild of Turner.
alter accusing him of ** Xagegerating all
he saw,” that the foundation of all he
did was truth., The vivid and warm
ﬁ.l“ri“;_-. of nature he padnted with the
deepest reds and vellows: the gravs he
ﬂltr-niptvtl O lmuitate with Llues i;f LOO
strong a unt; yet the whole was true in
principle, both in general and in particu-

lar,—Cor, Boston Journal.
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THE 1DOL.

I have known it young, I have known it old,
1 have found an idol of purest gold,

And yet there has always come a day

When I saw that the idol's feet were clay

Of purest gold was fashioned the rest,

In that one idol 1 loved the best :

And ah! that there should be this to say,
That the feet were clay, the feet were clay.

10U may watch till watehing outdoes your might,
Never the gold is a whit less bright

The idol never shall lose a ray,

But the feet are ¢lay, the feet are clay

| had counted, half knowing, the cost before:
“Af only the idol is mine to adore.

1 oried, “it is naught if the trumpets bray
That the feet are clay, the feet are clay

“If the thunder's voice should bear it afar
That the idol is what all idols are:

If 1 take them for gold, what matters it pray,
If the feet of the idol are only clay

And yet the news one day must come

With tune of harp or rattle of drum.

In strife of squadrons, of moonlit DAy,
That the feet after all are nothiug but « ay.

Let the people tell it, and let them Fe il
W hat tales they ke of the idol's Fes by
To this assurance my life I'l) hold

That the idol's heart is of purest gold

A worshiper must be brave and wise
The gold is a dauntless gazer's prize
"Tis the blind who chant in the

That the feet of OuUr idois are al

S0 LA

il w ny

VAYS ¢lay

La#t the dark: v eves of the bhlind awalk
L2L them see the truth for the truth s own sake
They shall know “tis a foolish tale is told

That even the feet are of aught but gold

Open their eves to the light,
ol night.

Lat the blind but
NAY, et tiem see truth in their visions
50 shall they an dol fashioned behold
rj-hrllti,_'l'u nand through of the purest gold

walter Herries Pollock in Lanugmaoan's

What Is True Life?

Of human life thé time is a point, and
the substance isin a flux. and the percep-
tion dull, and the composition of the
whole body subject to putrefaction, and
the soul a whirl, and fortune hard to di-
vine, and fame a thing of judgment.
.\rr'l, 1O S all iIn il u'urrl‘ I“.i'["‘-.l'i,ll”-_:
which b longs to the Ihul_‘- 15 A svream.,

and what belongs to the soul is a dream

and vapor, and life is a warfare. and a

stranger’s sojourn, and after fame is ob

livion.
W |'t:11’. TIH-H,

conduct a man?

that which 18 able to

une Tllirt'_; and only Olle,
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PBut this consists in in-.-lr-
I ree fI‘f-I;I
1O

I-h“lfr-u r[li[l‘k '

ing the demon within a man

violence and unharmed. SUperior
pains and pleasures, doing nothing with-
out a purpose, nor yet falsely and with
anght of hypoerisy;
Ing all that happens and all that is al-
lotted, as o« ming from thens e, wherever
1 l*« irom whence he ;”:-t.
Ti!l:lil_'." walting for death a1 Ccheer-
ful mind, as than A

[IL'-uhHIIHiHH H'I‘ll'!‘l'l
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himsell came:
WiLh
being nothing else
of the
every living being is

But if { 2
ments themselves
into

i|.1\.+' 1)y

|-|-~:].4-er y O
I'H:t'r]'l'F“H'l"'i.
to the ele-

In each continually

there no harm

t'll:t!l‘.’ill',: another, why should a

man apprehension about the
change and dissolution of all the ele
ments’ For 1 (O nature,
and nothing is evil which is ac ording to

nature.— Marcus Aurelius.
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FPoor Little Alphonso XI1I1.

| often Ny Lthat POOr peoj must be
fonder of their children than the wealthy
are of theirs. Thoers a polgnant
interest in a child who will have to face
of troubles. Poor little \Iphonso
ust be In his
with an interest of that kind.
the posthumous son of a viveur of

1T
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mother s
e
a baud
himself
a galloping
consumption., A Spanish deputy told me
last October that the poor little boy had

j'li~"""'i
LEALT
constitution, who, having used

up at the age of 26. digl of

no cehance of a long life and that it vvould
rather a mi if h
The nervous system was so bad that the
Ol him
hock ol Kind

Imother

lortune
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' BFew up,
afraid having
bathed in the N, \
KNnock Yt to 1118
Ol the most cphieptic branch ol
the imperial family of Austria.

Poor little Alphonso has, said the dep-
uty | quote, fleshless little legs, with
bones no thicker than a chicken's. Th 3
bend under the weight of an abnormal-
I} Ilig head, w hich l;nirr[r« Lo h_\ii"-”‘v-—
phalus, Altogether the conformation of
the little monareh is a thing rather for an
anatomical musewn than to bear the
weighty trappings of regal state, IHis
mother is always in ear shot of him and
the doctor handy to her, A corkscrew
stair communicates with his and her
bedrooms, and there is a speaking tube
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anvthing
nurse could at
1he

WATISO e,

Close Lo Ili:- I'H'il, SO that wi ¢!
the matter with him the
onoce II*H her and the dr::'tnl'. Ll'r“,_"w
Lwo sisters promise to he and
have fairly good constitutions. though
Lhear tlesh is to heal., Mercedes, to
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soon drop down on the head of his «
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L O conclusion that wn would

ldest

Bisle'T She and rlllll'r'l'ﬂil are *H*l'j. !rl+-lI}

like the
Hnever

and cheery, Mercedes is
queen of the Belgians.
either one or the other, Her
of Queen Christiana.

Crawford’s Letter in London 1Truth.

viersy
who was
Inajesty 1s
Mrs.
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Preaching Against Fortune Tellers.

The Rev, Father Wall, rector of St
Paul's cathedral, scored the people of his
parish yesterday, parti ularly the mar-
ried women, on the practice of patroniz
ing fortune tellers and wizards who read
the piast, preseni and future,
“When a person visits a fortune telloes
ascertain his fortune, he goes to find
Ot "-‘uli,l.l 'u”l .".JIIH-'. .'lI'l'l no one of
knows. When Vi
teller vour
her Hir'_'v. have a for Know -
edge of the Of
tuture, yvou adore him and make him be
lleve he not
devil, If you think he can peer into th
future you make him the equal of Giod
Therefore vou have strange gods before
]“.!ll_:ll'lll 1|»IHL'J.[V”Ii‘I'II"~~!"HIII]‘H.H.'iHu‘.’.?.

“We find youths,
[rl"t*::“} married women, m AKINEg i
Lice
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nim or
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Lhat
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L he
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has power given to the

t_rl:" 1[,1'1'“‘

yYOung
Of this sin.  If you deliberately visit
a ftortune teller You are Indulg INE 11 A
mortal 1 f y O Ol pure
thoughtlessness it is not SO bad, but 1t is
it thung
a8 going to an idol and giving vour heart
LO IL, This is IIIHLHI’.'\ Of the worst Kind,
[ would like to impress on your mind
that fortune teller Lhi
characters in the community. Une ¢lass
of the |I|ll-lr11'=~=~n 1 I'HI'IHIH* L I.'H:_' and the
HTllI'I' 18 Lhe *Hi*ﬂ'!lw“ and ruin ol }uli[h.
TH III_"I. (W) I" I'--u!lxil lxl'.”'l-"'-lt'il‘_‘** I Lnu“'
of by
consulting these people, 1 warn all per-
sons of the congregalion, and hn[u' you
will extend this know ledge, that it is a
mortal sin against the first command
ment. Avold them and their !u'f:l.rluuri
business, for the designs thev have on
the morality of youth."—Pittsburg Dis-
patch
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Person s who Rhave been ruained

A Cow with Hydrophobin,
Last Sunday evi
raiiroad

ning an exciung scene
occurred 111 .\r-rlh
Fort Worth and several pistols were fired
In rapid succession. The oflicers repaired
to the scene and found a greal riot 1n the
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Wias Cutting
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with hatchets and other weapons, all at-
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near, all bleeding from
1The
Calll Dery
The cow was a

I}im e (1 -'l]l“l.'lil.l W nrfh :S:_'“‘l_ and tlu- hnrq-ﬂ
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animal had gone mad and the

were slanghtering her

killed and f:-l.tully wounded were worth |

$600, —Fort Werth Special to Kansas ( ity
Journal,

LADIES
Needing a toniec, or children that want bullding
up, should take
BROWN'S IRON BITTERS.
It is pleasant to take, cures Malaris, In
Hou, and Billovsness. All dealers keep it
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ON METEORIC SHOWERS.

THEIR
ODICAL OCCURRENCE.

Peculinrities of the Heavenly

G
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———— .

VISITS OF FREQUENT PERI-

Displays.

New Features of the San Hevealed to the

Talk With »

subject,

Astronomers— A\

on & Sky High

In answer to several questions regard.

"

ing the frequency of meteoric
Profegsor Verv said:

I'rofessor

b WA nil ~

"T||a'l'l- are cervain « j-Hf'}h 11 ”Il‘ _"-l".'lr

particular meteoric showers

\ssiduonus observation has given ;

W hen
due,
l1st of nearls
course of |
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