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THE HOLLY BRANCH AND THE
MISTLETOE BOUGH.
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By the common people of England the
holly is called ** Christmas,’’ from its use
LOr 80 l'illﬁ" i in*l'lml at that huiltlél}'. It
Was known in ancient times as holy, holm

or hulder The
corruption of the word holy,
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American holly is classed Ly Gray as an
Hex—Ifrom a Latin word for the holy-oak
rather than a true holy.
of the t
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rue American holly is opaca,
fouud wild
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in moist woods
from Maine to Pennsylvania, but is more
plenty from Virginia southward, It is a
tree from twenty to forty feet high, the
l.lrrlr B reen Irlllliii_:t‘ less glnhﬂ}'. the berries
not so bright red and the nutlets not so
veined the
oval and fiat and the wavy

margins scattered with spiny teeth.

as in the European
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leaves are

The use of the mistletoe is supposed to
be of Druidish origin, probably by way of
Scandinavia. At any rate, in early Soan.
dinavian mythology it is related that Nana
one of the goddesses,took a shaft or stick
and he
who examines will still find them on the

of mistletoe to collect tears on,

{fruitful bush of the mistletoe in
ol little white

the form
S0 much for senti.
ment, and much connected with this peculiar

berries.
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| grande

Lholly and other decorative plants, it has not
much to recommend it. A few sprigs are
all that is called for, and the entire quan-

tity demanded is not large.
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Looking Toward the Bunset.

The worldhas always treated me well,
and every day | leel less and less like scold-
Bat yet I would
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ing aud complaining.

not want to make this
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the stone-bruise or festers with the thorn,
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blinks not before the jasper gates and the
great white throne. But between that and
this there is an hour about which no man
doubt
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will want something better than a strong
arm, & good aim and a trusty sword when
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need a better robe than any in youar ward.
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robe to keep your arm in that
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SURER foundation eannot be laid than

the real merit which is the solid base for
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