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EASTER DAY LORE

It Did Not Origuiule thh Christianity
Its General Observance Abroad
Some 0ld-Time Customs-—A

Pretty Legend of the
Easter Egg.

A wholly religious observance, as Easter

HOW I8,
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named for
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| vocations in behiall of vegetation and festi-
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vals, dedicated Lo spring, the

A X0 h"'i dess Eastre and devoted

-
Vals or rejolcing lor Lthe rebirth ot tie S AL,
Ihl..' LN LIC BUZEesLIONn Was étil-ljrh‘ll IJ}' Lhe
the first

| early as 102 was the vource

Christians in

century, and as

ol
true

ecclesiasti -
and
A8 @
first

K-

s Lime

1T he
celebration,
irfll".'
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Nice in 325, Not till the Fourteenth cen-
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of Pope Gregory XIII, it
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Friday
following the Passover date as a peculiar-
| ly solemu crucifixion fast or vigil, repre-
senting the lying in the tomb of our Lord,
the the
festi-
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Ilesurrection on
Lhe

val was treated in manners diverse
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tollowing Sunday, after which
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accustomed to greet one another with the
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By our forefathers it was continued till
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colisexudaeice

Christ is risen to-day,” bowing

response, ‘‘ Christ is risen indeed.”’

pageant was held.

ol Fliotous ll:llilt!llljy. Was

suppressed by order of Queen Elizabeth.
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Faster customs alike in time and country,

19

‘heaving,’

and ** Laster eggs "' are among

50 universal was the first that even kiongs

and queens were not exempt from the hu-
thousands of
extant of its effect upon

miliating conditions, and

| droll tales are
grave diguitaries. T'wo meu or women join-
od hands across each other’'s wrists, and the
person was heaved across and lifted or of-

| ten carried a long distance till the desired

racom was paid,
Young beaunxepaye Aloug the
charmiog white chairs floating in flowers

roads

and ribbons, whereupoun pretly lasses were

forced to sit, be lifted as high as arms
could reach and kissed [reely on desceutl as
Men were privileged to take off

v t.nllll*n'n shoes also.

Fransoln.

The celebration of Scriptural plays and
‘mystery ' games, archery and ball play-
ing were favorite Kaster amusements. Eveu
women engazed in Easter ' football 7’ in
restriction. The
‘“ Pepper-gate elopement ' is
| the story of the pretty daughter of a cer-
' taiun mayor, who, while busy with the
sport, was borne off by her lover,while the

Lthose days of feminine

celebrated

unwilling parents-in-law were engaged in
watchiug the game at the other end of the
field.

Even clergymen played ball with the
people on Faslwertide for lansy cakes and
puddings., (Tansy was largely used to
sigoify the bitter herbs of the Paschal
feast.) Bishops kicked Easter eggs over
the commous with the boys and tossed
the colored. symbols among the choir
youngsters in the church, after which
which the Jews hated, was eaten.
Clergymen also told funny stories in the
pulpit to make the people laugh, to iLdi-
the revival of merriment among them,

ln Paris Jews were stoned through the
streets and finally one of their number
captured, borne o a church and beaten
** for the deeds of his ancestors.”” Mo-
i the streetls,
letting the blood How through the gutters,
in which men and women wallowed, work-
ln
lreland, among the better classes as well
it 1s the custom

L

lhll.‘uh,

cale

hammedanus slew animals

ing themsoclves into a perfect frenzy.

as Lhe superstitious, to

rise betimes Lo see the sun dance '’ (the

shadow of the sun u.ium;iug in water. )
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fore- |

Falth she dances such a4 way
NO SUn on Easter day

18 hall so Bue 4 sight,

ln Eogland the Easter holiday is second

interest to Christmas, Schools and
universities elose, work ceases, courts ad-
parliameut rises, In Switzerland
bauds of Tyrolese musicians, with torches

Journrn,

and guitars and flowers crowoning their

wide brimmmed bats, traverse the country
singing Easter carols, being rewarded by
the teuder courtesy of the villagers and
the presentation of Paschal eggs bearing
colored landscapes, ete. lu
Japan the German Clristmas customs are
followed,

Iln all countries benevolence has been
more or less associated with Eastertide,
ln Chester, Eongland, exist the ** Bread
lands,” an endowment of
several acres by two maiden ladies, twins,
for furnisbing of provisious tw the
poor on Easter day, the image of the
twins and memorial figures being inseribed
on the cakes. lu some parishes the clerk

motioes,

and Cheese

the

" on Easter morn carries white cakes and

Here is a deserip- |
| tion.,

Urlia-
' of Bt

clear the floor under wide huﬂl-. tll*t"p gﬂlll- ,

the center of the front worked with a nar- |

hot cross buns as offerings 0 households,
to be reimbursed by a small gratuity.la oue
county yearly fairs are held, giviag erimi-
nals free shelter for one moanth of proba-

Ilome is the center of all Easter ll.llgllil.-
lcence. A description of the pountifical
wass and pageauntry, and the illumination
Poter's, would read like a royal
fairy tale.

The dyeing and cracking of egus has
universal. Even in BSeotland,
where pageantry is generally suppressed,
boys spend the day in kicking, throwing,

ever In:ruu

 dyeing and eating the galy hued ovoids,

A pretty legeund of the Easter egg is as

L follows ;

Ina tree near the tomb which was
chosen as Lhe pltl.uﬁ whore Christ should
be laid a beautiful bird built & nest like a
mossen cup. Upon the day of the entomb-
ment it held four eggs of ivory white, upon
which the bird with motherly faithlfulness
was sitting. Hearing the shuffling of feet
and sounds of weeping in the uwarrow path
beneath, startled, she hopped upon the
edge ol the nest, and peepiug down saw
the dear Lord in burial dress, with white,
sad fuce,and hands and feet eruelly pleroed,
w hereupon she set forth a loud and piere-
ing wail, and all night long erooned a
griel song like the wwl;mg of lonely wind
'among firelad hills, Bat when the moon
had risen and a glittering angel came and
rolled away the stone, and Christ came

| foreh o living luster from the cave's
¥ loom, then the heart of the bird was so
filled with delight that she barst forth
into a song of yoy that like spears of fire
mounted and soared and shot up even to
the gates of heaven. The angel, heariug
both songs, blessed the sweet bird, sayiog

that hereafter at Eastertidle her oK™
should be changed in hue w0 the most
brilliant red and gold and blue to remiud
her of the Lord’'s recogunition for her sweet
| sympathy, Faxxig Epoan Tuomas,




