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And it eannot be denied that a city which
begins a new year of life amid the joyous
laughter and merry games of its little ones
makes no such bad begioning.—R. Il
Sherard in London Graphie,
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A Scottish Custom.

“Dipping” is another practice followe:!
on New Year's day, but it has nothing "
do with snufi, A Bible is opened haph:
ard, and the first verse that catches you:
eves tells your fate for the ensuning year
In Scotland friends are entertained on the
last night of the year, and as the clock
strikes midnight every one exchang: s
Kisses—men and all,

In some parts of England a band plare
religious music in the main street for nu
hour before midnight, but as soon as th«
New Year arrives loyal tunes and mer:
airs are substituted, and a procession /-
formed and the citizens march throug.
the town, Another old custom is to op«
the doors and windows at llliliﬂight LO wel
come the New Year. In lreland boys run
about on New Year's llﬂ.}' with Jitrle
twisted wisps of straw, which they hanl
you as an omen of prosperity, and expec
Al RCKDOW lrriglhrhl in return. —Selec ted.
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in the earliest calendars of the Jewish
nation, a* well a8 Iin those of the l‘:g}'i'
tians, Greeks and Romans, no mention i«
made of the Ist of -Ihllu}lrf. The Year d. |
not begin with that month, but with
March; but when Numa Pompilius be
came emperor he added .L-munry and Feb
ruary, The first month he named in honor
of the god Janus, the deity who was sup
iuhwt Lo ]'!"'I"'-til-lt' over doors and Kales an

HRHoman Calends.

might be inferred to have something tod«
with the opening of the year. The R.
mans dedicated the whole mouth to their
goul because at that time the husband
men in southern Italy began their labors
in the fields and vineyards. The em perd.
also decreed that henceforth the first day,
or the "‘calends’ of .lll.nlii-ll.‘!, Hhuu ]ll |
celebrated as New Year'sday.—Exchange.

NEW YEAR MASQUERADES.

Like Many Other Customs They Are Re-
minders of Paganism,

The custom of masquerading at New
Year dates back to pagan times, long be-
fore the commencement of the Christian
era. The practice embraced two princi-
ples, homage and indulgence, and also In-
cluded the making of friendly calls and
the presentation of gifts, and in spite of
all opposition this form of celebrating New
Year has, with some modifications, con-
tinued to the present day.

In the Fifth century the church began an
energetic crusade against this "'pagan prac-
tice.” St Maximus, of Turin, raised his
volce against ‘‘the superstitious folly of the
st of January, when Christians put on
habits of intemperance and seek to fore-
stall their friends with early calls in the
morning, bringing them petty presents as
New Year gifts, in the hope of receiving
something in return more valuable.” St
Peter Chrysolosus, bishopof Ravenna, also
denounced the custom, and to the excuse
offered that it was only sport, not sacri-
legious, replied: **No one can with safety
play with the serpent. Whocan amuse him-
self with impiety or joke with sacrilege?
Men dress themselves up like women, and
they put on their robes. They transform
themselves into beasts and monsters. A
man employs in this disguise all his ambi-
tion, as if he were sorry he were a man.”

In the year b8, during the reign of King
Caribert, of Paris, the conncil of Tours
recommended the abolition of all pagan
superstitions in the land, and among the
practices s0 denounced was “that of men
disguising themselves as deer and other
animals, and running about the country
in various grotesques and committing all
sorts of follies.” But in spite of all the
anathemas hurled against the custom the
Christians could not be turned away from
the ancient extravagances that marked
the calends of Junuury. -Fhuldolphjl
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Not Required.
Old Boy—What are you doing there ?
Younger—1'm wetting my thumb, p
paratory to turning a new leaf.
Old Boy—=That's all right—but don "t g«
wetting vour lips.—Boston Post,

If a gentleman is in the company of a

lady it is his place to pay car fares, ad-
mission to places of amusement and for
any refreshments,




