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CHAPTER L
PREPARING FOR THE DUEL

URR PENDLETON shoved his

arms through the sleeve hﬂleﬂf rooms in the Hotel Gilo to the theater

| The idea of being late in keeping his
Patti |
of |

of his fur coat, accepted the

lighted wax match his valet

offered him, applied it to the end of his

cigar, looked again into the mirror that

extended from floor to ceiling and be-
gan leisurely to draw on his gloves.

Beneath the coat he had so carefully

L did

' he signaled to a blue tlag carriage, gave |

buttoned across his ample chest he was |

faultlessly attired. I'aultlessness in all

things was Durr Pendleton's chiefest |

hobby among many, and on this par-
ticular occasion he had been more Im-
portunate than usual. The reason was

obvious to the man who waited upon
him and whose attentions, always
Stl‘i{'“}' correct, were on this occasion
imbued with a touch of indescribable
tenderness.

“ls there anything more, sir?” he in- |

gquired, stepping backward two or
three paces and regarding his employ-

er—master would be a more appropri- |
ate term in this case—with a glance |

that was almost reverential.

“Nothing. James—ah, yes, the case of
pistols,” was the indifferent reply.

“Will vyou not permit me 1o
them to you, sir?”’
gerly.

“No.
You are 1o remain here, J 21108, and on
no account leave these roois until 1
return or until some accommodating
friend calls to tell you that I am not
likely to do s0.”

“If the matter were to be seftled at
fence, sir, instead of with pistols, 1
should feel better, but”—

An imperious gesuure

take

interrupted

asked the valet ea- |

1 will take the case with me. |

further remark by the servant, and a |

moment later DBurr Pendleton said
quietly:

“Perhaps vou had better fill my cigar
case, Jumes. 1 ma)
with me. On the table in my dressing
room vou will find several letters that
I have written during the day. 1f I do

not return—that is, if 1 am not here by

not have L‘Ilull;.:h |

noon tomorrow—you will see that they |

are delivered., 1 refer, of course,
such of them as can be delivered. 1he
others you will post. Awong them IS
one for vourself, but on no account are
you to open it before 12 o'clock tomor-
row, or we will say a quarter past 1 &
How much ready money have you at
hand, James?”

“Something over $2,000 in American
money, sir. It Is 1n
S vl get it for you?”

“No. no. I do not want it. In the
event of your reading the letter
which 1 have referred it will tell you
just what to do. The amount you have
will be suflicient for your expenscs, 1
think. That is all, 1 believe. Noj; there
is one thing more.”

“Yes, sir.”

{0 |

the secretary. |

‘ an engagement at the opera that even-

| ing,

also true that he had no
coing directly from his

it I8
of

it
intention

engngement to hear the divine
not appall him, and instead

wialking the short distance along the

Cinco de Mayo to the lTeatro Nacional

a hurried direction to the driver, sprang
inside and carried toward
I'rancisco thence through

WIS
siLreet,

covered. and ten minutes later the vehl-

cle came to a stop in front of the great |
eambling resort in the village of 1acu- |

bava,
'J“il'

frequenters of the place, and only

Just one aspirated breath of surprise es-
caped him,

three of the tables were in operation. |
Pendleton did not bestow o much as a |
glance upon any of them, but strode |

the length of

again  upon

the salon, passed out
the piazza and down

desien the luxuriant vegetation of the
e followed Ot

;.[:ll'ilt'!l. one

tic summer house.
December nights, even in and

the City of Mexico, are chilly

cold, and the fur lined coat that I’en-

' dleton wore was by no means a bur-

{0 |

' that

' the tryst

“Among the letters you will find one |

addressed to Mr. Craig Wyndbam. |
think I would prefer that you should
deliver that in person, James, 1 have
remembered everything else in the let-
ter to you. What time is it? Half
past 87 1 will be late at the opera.”

“And vou will not return here after
the opera, sir?”

“No; at
The meeting is to be at 5 in the morn-
ing.
Concordla at 1, and it will be
thereabouts before we break up.
tailn Agramonte is to be one of the
party, and doubtless we will go to the

4 or

I am booked for supper at the |

cap- |

den. As he approached the summer
house he drew the collar around his
ears and passed inside. Perceiving
he was the sole occupant, he
lighted a cigar and stood with his back
against a section of the
while he awaited the absent party (o
Ten minutes later
tience was rewarded.
Pendleton could hear the sound of
approaching footsteps on the gravel,
and presently the vine shrouded door-
way was darkened by the figure of a
woman closely veiled. Behind her, 81X

feet away, was another, but instead of |

the lace mantilla which decorated the
head while it concealed the features of

least not before tomorrow ' her companion she was covered by a

|

me to challenge him insulted me gross-
ly before 1 did so, but I am utteriy un-
awire ot for the
quarrel.”

“And he whispered the
name evidently to prevent the duenna
from hearing it—=*Captain Ignacio Ro

LIS T'eiiso SCCKhINR

iw'-” <he

mero.”’

Pendleton bowed again,

“You fight with pistols?”

“We are expected to do so.”

“May I ask the name of your second

: in this affair?”

| position, but

“Captain Agramonte.”
She took one impulsive step forward

and then. as if remembering that the

eyes of the other woman were upon
her. as hastily withdrew to her rormel
her wins keved a
tone lower, and it was plethoric with

VOlee

| intensity when she spoke again

San |
the| .. o ST .
Avenida Jaarez past the Alameda muli given oo man cause ol Such & meeting
El Caballito and out upon the famous |
Passeo de la Reforma. There the driver |
' lashed the horses into a run so that the
four miles to Chapultepec were quickly |

hour was rather early for the

near
if not |

- Mexico.

these |
e 4 | ain o 1) VOl cnow of this |
[l:llllH HHI]I 11 I'Ilili'l] .}.,|]|+]'|]lp1]:h at a rus- | I'] 111} i1 that A ! do not Kno { tl |

. L meaning,
his pa-

- that

|
|

dark colored serape, and even in that |

dim light which
it was casily perceivable that she filled
the capacity of duenna.

Pendleton east his cigar aside and,

- lifting his hat, bowed low,

shooting gallery in San Felipe Neri aft- |
erward if there is any time to spare. |

After that”"—

The abrupt pause was suggestive,
and tears gathered in the eyes of the
valet. For a moment he remained
{rresolute: then he stepped suddenly
torward and extended his right hand
toward his master.

“You will forgive me, sir,”' he said

tremulously, “but things would be eas- |

fer for me during the next fuw hours
if you would shake hands with old
James. Begging your pardon for the
impertinence, Mr. Burr, you could not
be dearer to me Iif you weére my own
son. Will you shake hands with me,
gir, before you go out.”

Burr Pendleton grasped the valet's
hand firmly in his own.

“Dear old Jimmy,” he said, “did yon
think 1 would go away without doing
that? You are not about to flunk, are
you, Jim? Just feel how steady my
nerve Is, eh? Not a tremor, James,
There really isn't anything about this
matter to give you the doldrums, you
know. It Is true that Romero is a noted
duelist and that he numbers some very
good men among his victims, but |
don't think I am billed for eternity just
yet. You meay expect me here a little
before noon tomorrow, but If 1 do not
come you must make the best of it and
gee that my instructions are carried out
to the letter.”

“You may trust me to do that, sir.”

“] know it, James. If things end hap-
pily—for me—we will leave Mexico for
home tomorrow night. Good night,
Jimmy.”

“God bless you, sir.”

The door opened and closed, and

James was alone, but a long time pass-

ed before he moved from his position

in the middle of the floot, and only God
and himself knew what words he whis.
.,pered during those mo jents of silent

agony.
It was true that Burr Pendleton bhad

!

- said.
| yvou epeak English and that your serv- |
- l . y : ' was nearly 10, and he hastened from
1 decided |

use that |

'!
|

“l am glad, senorita, that 1 arrived | LA
iis . . _ ' winding pathway.
before you did, since it has h[l:ll't*ll you |

he |

the

unpleasantness of waiting,”
“Your message assured me that

ant does not, from which
that you preferred me 10
tongue. Will you be seated, senorita?”

She was silent a moment before re-
plying, as If she lacked the courage (o

was almost darkness |

speak, but at last, in a low voice that |

was Indescribably sweet, she sald slow
ly:

“] thank you a thousand times, se-

pnor, not only for your kindness In com-
ing to me here, but also for the secrecy
that 1 feel assured you bave Imposed
upon yourself at my request.”

“You may be assured of that much,
senorita.”

“If you will indulge me still further,
I will remain In the doorway as I am
now. My position serves two purposes,

since 1 remain in full view of the serv- |

ant and at the same time screen you |

from observation. | asked you to meet
me here. senor, because I knew that |
was less likely to be recognized iIn this
place and also because the grand opera
in the city has attracted nearly if not
guite all of those who might identify
me."”

Pendleton bowed, but made no reply.
Presently she continued:

“You are to engage in a duel in the

morning, Senor Pendleton. 1 bave been | pyopway is particularly desolate, and |

80 informed."”
“Your information iIs correct.”

“1 commit an impertinence, but may |

I inquire the cause?”

“It grieves me, senorita, that it is out |

of my power to enlighten you.”

“Do vou mean that you cannot or
that you will not?"”

“Possibly both, senorita. It would
scarecely accord with my Ildea of ethics

to do so in any case, but happily I am |

spared the necessity for discrimina.
tion. for 1 do not know the reason my-
self, at least not the real cause. Of
course the gentleman who compelled

the place, entered his carriage and,
" telling the driver to return even fastet |
than he came out, started toward the |
- ¢lty, six miles distant.

|
|
|
|

- mand to halt,

“1 am the cause of your duel,
Pendleton,” she said.

“You?' he responded incredulously
“] have not even the bhonor of knowing
your name, senorita, 1 am quite sure

that 1'bave never heard your voice be- |
. fore. because it is one that | could lmt‘i
1 do not know if 1 have ever |

forget.
geen your face,

now. and 1 am

1

sure

A

have

cannot see
that |

sinee
vVery

ment later several faces appeared at |
the windows on either side, and the
DASSCHSETr WAas I'i'!]‘l]l'r-:lml firmly, but
politely, to alight, He had not a weapon
of any sort except the case of unloaded

' dueling pistols, and there was nothing

for him to do but obey., Then, almost
as soon as his feet were on the gl‘()llllll. |
a serape was thrown over his head, a

' lasso was wound several times around |
his Dody, and he was led away through

on account of any woman since 1 have |

been in Mexico.”

Again she was silent for a moment. |

Presently, in a tone so lowered that 1t
barely reached of hearing,
she murmured:

“If vou will step to one side so that
Maria cannot see vou and will strike a
cerillo under the of lighting
yvour cigar, I will draw aside my man
tilla. 1 think that will help you to un
derstand,”

L1iSs Ssense

‘hl'g'flﬁ]]nll

r

Pendleton obeyed the suggestion with |
| F‘.ll'll IFI'liI“II"It-HH TlL]! -.L!“I WwWias l“,'” r‘lll:f

prepared for it, and the conscious tlush
that suffused her face at
merity was there still
of the wax matceh was reflected back

her own te-
when the light |

upon him from her dark ]IIH.Il['i“‘IHIHi

eves. Just one aspirated breath ol suy
prise him; then he turned
away and leisurely lighted his cigar.

“Thank you,” he said, resuming his
former position against the framework
of the summer house.

“Do vou understand now, Senor Pen-
dleton?” she asked,

“l think so—in part, not wholly.”

“The must not take place.”

““1t cannoi be avoided, ﬁit'IlUl'iti'l.”

“You are the challenging party; you
can withdraw.”

“lll![mr-;:-:illlth”

t“'-l'.'|]”"1

|11||I:

the darkness. He heard his own car-.
ringe start rapidly down the road just|
as bis abductors thrust him into anoth-

Cer one, and then he could not tell in
Cwhich direction he was taken, for the

vehicle made several turns before It
adopted a divect course. |

“1 will miss all my engagements for
tonight and the one in the morning,

' too, unless 1 can bribe these fellows to |
Senor |

mental com-
senorita may

help me out,”” was his
ment. “My friend the
have her way after all.”

It did not occur to him that “the se-
norita” might have taken forcible meas-
ures to prevent the duel in the event of
his refusal to accede to her wishes re- |
garding it, but he did remember the
letter and thought, with a grim smile,
that he was more than likely to have|
ample time to read it, as she had sug-
gested, at his “leisure.”

|
[TO BE CONTINUED | |

B0, K. MeSaw & Co,
Family Grocers,

290 and 222 N. Charles Sts,, Balt., Md.

| owest Prices, Purest and Best Goods.

-

g ¥ Orders of $10 and over, freight paid,
with exception of sugars,

When in the city, call to see us and be comn
vinced.

Write

Mail ordcrs promptly attended to.

L for nrices

\
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“Captain Romero is the best shot in

[He will kill you.”
“Quite likely,” with an

shrug of his shoulders.
“There must be no duel!

take place!” she said vehemently.
“IInless Senor Romero elects to apol-

. ' ozize to me and withdraw, which I8
among the network ol graveled paths | 5
which dissected Into every conceivable | ro ) 4
| senorit.

extremely unlikely, it must take place,

It shall not I‘

Plate Glass Insurance

expressive

“If 1 will tell yvou my name and ex- |

affair’

“Tardon me, senorita,
wasting words. You should
stand that even better than 1. If IRo-
if 1 kill Romero
remain in

regret:
fer to
nanie.
leave things as they are. 1 perceive
also that Maria, as yvou called her, IS

Oof

ignorance your

. " | becoming impatient or anxious.”
framework |

She understood perfectly well his

hut she remained motionless

and <ilent several moments, drumming |

but you are |
under- |

| mero kills me., vou will have nothing to |
| should pre- |

[ think, therefore, it is better to |
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WRITTEN BY
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RUPTURE

one of her little feet impatiently upon |

the carthen floor. IMinally she took one
step nearer to him and extended one
hand, in which was a letter.

“Will vou take this?”’ “It

she asked,

| Stamps.

Write or call for J. A. Sherman's book just
out—ever 100 pages—price 25 Cts, In postage
Learn how cured without operation

' or loss of time or the danger of stranulation,
' from which thousands, old and young, yearly

contains something that | wrote this |

afternoon, and it is for you.
you will read it; not now, nol
here,” she added hastily when e saw
that he was producing his case of ceril-
los: “later, at your leisure, before you
meet Captain Romero. Good night, se-
nor.” She turned away the instant his

| ask only |

die. Address

J. A. SHERMAN, HERNIA SPECIALIST,
300 Broadway, New York.

RESTAURANT AND ICE

fingers closed upon the letter, passed |

through the doorway and, followed by
ber servant, disappeared along the

Pendleton smoked on leisurely

some time: then he lighted another ce-
rillo and looked at his wateh. The hour

A serape was thrown over his head.

for |

| or gallon.

1
I

From Tacubaya to Chapultepec the |

at night it is shrouded In impenetrable
gloom. Formerly

recently the night tramcars were es
corted by mounted soldiery. Even now
they go in pairs and trios for the sake
of additional safety. Now occurrences
when travelers along that thorough

fare are molested are very rare indeed. |

but such incidents do happen once or
twice In the course of a year.

Midway between the village and th>
COll- |

castle Pendleton heard a sharp

At the same instant the

carringe stopped suddenly, and a mo i

©Maryland State Archives msa_sc3326_scm8212-1046

the locality was a
. favorite resort for bandits, and unti:

PenVEGYAL ¢

CREAM PARLORS.

I WISH to anucunce to my friends and “he
public generally that | have openeds restau-
rant and ice crean. varlor at the place until
recently occupied tor the same purposes Dy
Mrs.John L. Shuster. Meals “rill be furrished
at all hours, the service being entirel y under
my personal care and supervision. Oysters
will be served at all times by the pint, quart
[ce cream, water ices and cake will
he served in any quantity desired. Also bread
of all kinds. Creams, ices and cake will be
served to transient customers,

MRS, J. CORDRAY LOUD,

T

P R%'S CINCER TONIC
Pﬂu bles, Debility, distressing stomach sand
emale {lls, and is noted for making

treatment

ils. Every mother and invalid should have it

PARKER'S
HAIR BALSAM

g':o-.ml and beautifies the hale
motes & Juxuriant growth.

Never Fails to Reetore G

Hair to its Yout « .1 Colovr,
s scalp diseases & hair falling,
50c,and 81.00 at Druggists

uINDERCOR NS 7heonly sure Cure fn
Stopi all pain. Makes

™
L
[

e ———— T ———

SAVE. Always reliable.
tor CHICHESTER'S
in RED asnd Geld metallic boxes, sealed
;ﬂh blue l'ihbl:..‘l' .ﬂ.ri

tloms. Buy of your Druggist, --r-ﬂll 41-.';

stamps for ,'.rﬂ'illll'h Teatimeonlals
snd R for Ladles,” w lettor, by pe-
turs Mall. 10,000 Tostimonisls. Seold by

all Druggiss, Chiohester U Oe.,
Mension this paper. Madisou Purk, rﬁfﬂ'.."rn.

ARK

P ‘3
HAIR BALSAM
Cleanses and beautifies the halre

Promotes & Juzuriant growth,
Never Faile Restore Gray
Hair to it outhful Color.
Cures scalp disesses & hair falling,
Bie.and §1.00at Druggis

EXPERIENCE

TRADE MARKS
DESIGNS

CoPYRIGHTS &C.

Anyvone sending a sketch and description may
quickly ascertain our opinion fréee whether an
invention is probably patentable, Communica-
tions strictly confidential. Handbook on Patents
sent free. Uldest agency for securing patents.

Patents taken lﬁrnuuh Munn & Co. recelve
special notice, without charge, in the

Scientific American,

A handsomely illustrated weekly. Largest cir-
culation of any scientifie journal, Terms, £33 a
ﬁnr: four months, $§1. Sold by all newsdealers.

UNN & Cozeer New Tork

wuresd when all other |

walking easy. 152, #* Druggisa |
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THE SHOE STORE!

For FALL and
WINTER GOODS!

CARRY the largest and best selected stock of BOOTS, SHOES a
) e . nd
RUBBERS. that can be found in Kent County, and I think I know
where to look for the goods, and by paying the spot cash for them,

believe I can do better for you than the man who carries a mixed stock,
and who may pay on long time.

—— e ————————

All the Newest Styles can be found in my stoek for
Men, Ladies and (Thihfrvn. Can show you a l{ne ot

CHILDREN’S SCHOOL SHOES

that cannot be found elsewhere in this county.

Men'’s Shoes, from

$1.00 to $5.00
75¢ to $4.00
25¢ to $2.00

Ladies’ Shoes, from
Children’s Shoes, from

Your money back in every case when the customer is not pleased,
All goods as represented and at oné price to all.

_“

| sell the Stout SNAG-I'ROOF H!'HHI{'.I{" Sample Shoes sent to responsible peﬂplef

anywhere In Kent or Queen Anne Counties
to compare with goods bought in the city.

BOOTS., The only genuine Snag-Proof Boot
that will wear.

Remember that we carry all widths—
B.C. D. & E.
and we can fit the foot as it should be fitted,
NoO half-way business about |t

All 1 ask is a fair trial. The goods will do the rest.

T. G. WROTH, the Shoe Man.

Under Stam’s Hall, 20 years in business. 12 years one line (SHOKES).

R. BERGEN’S

~<FALL OPENING.

Stock:for Fall Business is Now Complets,

and we invite an examination of the largest line
of Dress Fabrics and Trimmings we have ever
shown.

Our Cloak and Suit Depatment

has been the object of special attention, and our
garments are the work of the best tailors the
country aflords. Quality, style, fit and finish

guaranteed.

Millinery !  Millinery ! Millinery

Our pride centres in Hats produced in our own
workroom. They represent fashion, beauty and
novelty as you’ll find nowhere else—prices con-
sidered. The best and most elegant materials,
combined with taste and skill, have given us a
variety of Autumn Hats that cannot fail to please.

» ———

SEASONABLE fjooDs!
All kinds of Farm dupplies.

s m—

BAUM'S STOCK FOOD.

The greatest assimilator and conditioning food known for all
kinds of Stock and Poultry. Approved by dairymen and livery

stable keepers. Baum’s Poultry Food cures and prevents dis-
ease and makes hens lay in winter.

Lime! Lime! Lime!l

I am agent for the Celebrated LeCore Lime. The Jlarge
sales of this lime have proved it to be just what the soil needs

for plant food.

The Enterprise Sausage Cutters and Lard Presses, and
Butcher Knives.

Fodder Yarn of the best quality—Price right.

Tarred Roofing Felt at reasonable prices. -

—

Ready-Made Harness A SPECALTY

Bridles and Collars, Traces and Strap work.

HUISB BIUHKB‘[S ﬂnd HUhesfm Great variety, and

all kinds of Horse Goods

Belting of any Size and Lace Leather,

in any quantities. Oils of all kinds. If in need of a good Pocket
Knife, step in, we guarantee you will be satisfied in quality and
Also, the best make of CORN BASKETS, all at low

('all and see us,
GeO. W.SMNITH,
o - Chestertown, Maryland

Elimson Building,




