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THE KNIFE
THROWERS

By FREDERIC VAN RENSSELAER DEY,
Author of ‘*Not Like Other Men,”" Etc.
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CHAPTER 1I. |

AN AFFAIR OF HONOR. |

IHEN the carriage in which |

Burr Pendleton was a pris- |

oner arrived at its destina- |

tion, the lasso was remov-

ed, but the serape which so effectually 1'

hoodwinked him was not disturbed.

One of his captors took him by the arm, |

and be was informed that if he would

walk along quietly no harm would be-

fall him. He complied without deign-
ing to speak.

Ile was consclous that his feet
crunched upon gravel paths which
wound in and out among shrubbery,
for the branches frequently brushed
against him, and once he thought it/
probable that he was again within the |
secluded garden of the Tacubaya gam-
bling house. This illusion was soon dis- |
pelled, however, for after passing
across an extended court that was flag-
ged with stone and thence into a sec-
ond shrubbed and graveled inclosure
he was directed to mount a flight of
three steps, and he knew that he en- |
tered an apartment of some Kkind, |
There was the yielding touch of soft
carpeting under Lhis tread, and the
warm air was quite In contrast with
the chill without, He was bidden cour-
teously to walit one moment and was |
left standing in the middle of the floor.
He heard the sound made by a closing
door, and after what seemed an inter-
minable period, although it could not
have been more than a minute or two,
he attempted to relieve himself of the
blinding serape.

There was no resistance, and upon
casting It aside he discovered that he |
was alone. His conductor had disap- |
peared.

For a moment he stared around him
in amazement. This was certainly not
the sort of treatment he had expected.
He began to think that perhaps they
were not bandits after all; the sur-
roundings of that moment did not sug- |
gest such an explanation. The room
was richly, even luxuriously, furnish-
e€d, and his first quick glance told him
that it was the favorite living room of
a lady; the pictures on the walls, the
chairs, the piano and the books that |
littered the table all assured him of |
that much. The wide, low window,
throngh which he believed he had en- |
tered the room, was open. Not so the |
iron bars that protected it, but they
told him nothing, since cvery house In |
.\Ie.{{ru Las its windows so furnished. |
je peered out through the grating, but |

e could see nothing except the out- |
ines of tall trees showing against the
8ky. There was nothing by which he |
could determine his locality, so he turn.
ed back into the room again and cross- |
ed to the table, where one of the lamps
with which the apartmenrt was sup-
plied was burning. His glance rested
upon a slip of paper with writing upon |
it, and lLie read these words:

S

| .

enor Pendleton—=If you are mystified concern- |
ing the events of this evening, read the letter
that last came into vour possession.

There was no signature, but he ree-
ognized the chirography as the same |
as that he had received early in the
day calllng him to Tacubava, and he |
added mentally, “Where I was fool |
enough to go to be trapped by a wo-
man."

Cgagement.

- man
upon the ground and slowly, but sure-

| proaching figure curiously.
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person who should come to take it, and |

nized in the graceful walk and carriage
bling house,

was concealed by the lace mantilla,
But he had already scen it twice since
he came to Mexico, and he understood
the act to mean that she did not wish
him to address her, so he permitted her
to depart in silence.

Burr Pendleton by reason of his fa-
talistic propensities might have been a
Mohammedan, and he accepted
his enforced lelsure with entire calme-
He knew that he could not break
through the bars at the window, and
even if he might have done he
would doubtless be recaptured., He
hbad thought out the predicament In
which he found himself while he was
pacing up and down the room before
Lhe wrote the message to James, and he
had arrived at the Zenoesque decision
that what could not be cured must be
endured. Intensely annoyed and deep
down in his heart intensely angry, he
only shrugged his shoulders, smiled
cynically and wondered, not without
amusement, what Captain Agramonte,
Romero and others would think and
say of him when he should fail to ap-
pear on the dueling ground at the ap
pointed time.

1hen, still standing at the window in
the dark and pufling leisurely at his
cigar,

after

ool
1N1OSS,

80O

his liberation. It was not an

. when that person appeared he recog- |

| the lady of his interview in the gam- |
She kept her face turned |
Caway notwithstanding the fact that it

CHESTERTOWN TRANSCRIPT, SATURDAY, DECEMBER 28, 19or.

1 0

“l AW\ BUIRING

Vou to Keep tnhe ap
lm?f!‘th--'-* 4

0 !

I-|[ 4

1 L]

“*1 .cannot inayi
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would make me
ceptance of such
What are they?

vance.,"”

“1 have the Key
grating—that |
which is as well. I have horses sad-
dled and waiting, and there still
time for all that is required even if you
shonld wish to send me to the c¢ity be
fore the hour for the meeting.
to the conditions, 1 will acecept
vour word, and we will start at once.”

“1 have already agreed to them with
out hearing them. Let me Know them
quickly, since yvou insist upon it.”

dLate upon tne ac
an offer, my friend.
1 ngree to them in ad.
unlocks this
a duplicate

thnt

i'.'-?. have

|8

dpree

1o challenge him.

_ | estate that belongs to her.
If you

“AS so0on as we are under the sheltoer |

of the trees 1 will blindfold vou. You

are not to attempt to see anvthing, nor |

can you remove the bandage from your
eyes until I grant permission, You
must promise not to go to the city and
10 make no attempt to see or to speak

to any person except those who are en- |

gaged in this affair, and to them you
must not explain any of the circum
stances, If it is necessary to send me
to the city to communicate with your
second or another, you will wait at our
place of parting until I return. After
the duelio there will still be time to re-

the end of *he
e

“'Hl'l]_
N hueno!

whicu you may not approve.

{ hate Romero and would rejolee to see
him killed. I also believe that you will
Kill him. He once committed a great
wrong against a member of my family.
My social position will not permit me
I might assassinate
him, but I do not wish to do that. That
is all, senor. I am in the employ of the
senorita, 1 am the administrator of an
I am her
servant and therefore yours also. Que
mias, senor?”
“May 1 not
service?”

reward you

“If you are killed, you cannot do so;

If you will do the
There is one more reason,
ll 18 “lil|

for your

Great Reduction Sale

Dry Goods, Notions, Coats and
Gapes and Millinery.

iIf you Kkill him, that will be sufficient

reward,” was the calm reply. “We are
now on the Iasseo, not far from the
place of meeting. Do vyou wish me to
go to the city ?”

“Yes; to the Concordia.
raomonte is supping there. Tell him to
meet me at the appointed time or a lit-
tle before it If possible and whatever
else you choose to add., Ah, and say to

" him that 1 wish him to make arrange-
ments with Romero’s second to permit

turn here without discovery, and you |

must submit to the bandage again, do
exactly as 1 direct and resume your
place in this room as if you had not
been absent, And there is one other
point where 1 depend entirely
your honor, senor.

return. You must remember
will then be daylight.

that

age from your eyes until we have pass-
ed, but I hope such an event may be

avoided, but if it should oceur we will |

remain motionless until I can replace
the bandage. One more thing and the
Jast—you will promise never to recog-

nize me after tonight either by name |

or by sight, and that you will never at-
tempt through me to seek out the iden-
tity of the lady who has caused vou to
be imprisoned. If you agree to all
these conditions, senor, we need not

| delay.”

he begaa to plan his conduct

easy thing to do, for he realized that |

even Agramonte, his friend, would find

It hard to believe that he had been for-

cibly detained from Kkeeping
He knew that Romero and
his second would lose no time in brand-
ing the American as a coward and that,
according to the code duello, Captain
Romero would have the undisputed
right to refuse another appointment,
In concentrating his mind upon these

perplexities he also unconseiously con-

- centrated his gaze upon a given point
- among the shrubbery at a spot where

two paths parted at acute angle,

o 1]

his en- |

both to disappear in the darknoess, and |

suddenly at the apex of the two paths
he discerned motion.
At first he believed it to be an animal

of some Kkind, but it seemed larger, and |
| presently he decided that it was a hu- |

figure stretched at full length
ly, approaching the window where he
stood., Instantly his perplexities were
forgotten, and he watched the ap-
It was a
clad in the charro ecostume

tanned leather aflfected by

man
home
rales.

rel-

would
the figure bad it not happened that his
gaze was concentrated upon it at the
very instant it appeared. Two men at
the same window engaged in conver-

' gation and not intent upon anvthing in

ol |

indeseribable in color and almost |
P'endieton realized |
never have qdiscovered |

Captain Romero.
of instruction: 1 will open the grating
just suflicient for you to pass out,

do. mor do 1|

“1 can think of ouly one reservation,
my friend, and that concerns the re-
turn here, If 1 am alive and able to
sit on a horse, 1 will do as you say, but
it 18 quite likely that I may not be able
to return with you at all, In that case
you will be In trouble.”

“1 have considered that,

will take the risk. I do not think you

The stranger glided up the steps with the
qrace of « serpend,

were iIlIt‘llllt*i] 1

Now a word or two

for i

!
and reloek it. The
leave as it 1s. Yon

11
will

close
you

will then
window

canpot crawl on the ground as 1 can
Hecessary now. |

think It
Once outside the window you will geo
to the bottom of the steps, and from

UPOTH antil you return,

It may be that we

will meet people on the ron . | . 8

A d on QU you to Senor Agramonte.
it |
In such a case |
I would be obliged to remove the band- |

|

you to be present. That may be accom-

plished if they will add one witness.”
“I had thought of that, senor. If you

will pull in your horse a moment, 1

will remove the bandage from

33; per Cent.

Captain Ag- |

Off from

your |

eyves, Will you await me here or do you |

l”'['f['r tL} o0 nearer to thl' ['il:t' -r:H

“1 will ride slowly up and down be- |

tween this spot and the Indian statue
How may 1 address
you? It will be necessary to introduce

“1 will introduce myself to him at the
Concordia. You may call me Pancho,
without prefix. 1 will pass as a serv-
ant. Hasta luego, senor. 1 will return
in an hour.”

“One thing more, Pancho.
my case of pistols.”

“1t 18 better so, senor. You will use
Romero's without tossing for choice,
You will be given the selection. It

' would be natural for you to take the

I|
|
!

1

|
I

one nearest o vou in the case when
his second plaees it before yvou. That
IS what yvou will be expected to do. Se-
lect the other ene, and vyou will win,
Do it carelessly. Adios!”

The charro put spurs to his horse and
rode away. While he was gone Pen-
dleton rode np and down the Passeo
between the points named, and he was
soon gratified to see the charro return

much sooner than he expected.

senor, and 1 ia

' without difliculty.

it was paced off,

' as himself.

bullet fired by

“Everyvthing Is arranged,” the charro
nnounced. “I foumd Senor Agramonte
e was mueh dis-
turbed because he had not seen yon,
but is all right now., The place of
meeting is changedi There is a small
cypress grove under Chapultepee op-
posite the park. It is to be there, I
you are ready, we will go at once.”
With the rising of the
hour before the appointed time, Agra-

monte appeared, and promptly on the |

minute came Romero with
and the surgoeon.

1The principals bowed enurteousty to
each other, and the seconds began m-
mediately to arrange the groumnd. When
Agramonte won the
choice of position, and, although the lo-

111S SO 'h:.-'-l-:i

cation was such that it effered little or |

no advantoage, it was reganded by Faa-
cho as a good omen,

“You will kill him, senor,” he said i
a conlidential aside, Ile seemed to re-
gard Pendleton as quite-as bloodthirsty

added presently.

w | e

“Your nerves are
will triumph.

11Kka steel,
I know it Cara, but ]

- will be glad!”

(TO BE CONTINUED. |
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We forgot |
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- THE SHOE STORE!

For FALL and
WINTER GOODS!

CARRY the largest and best selected stock of BOOTS. SHOES and
RUBBERS, that can be found in Kent County, and I think I know
~where to look for the goods, and by paying the spot cash for them.
believe I can do better for you than the man who carries a mixed stock
and who may pay en long time.

¥

All the Newest Btyles ean be found in my stock for
Men, Ladies and Children, Can show you a line of

CHILDREN"S SCHOOL SHOES

that sannot be found eisewhere in this county.

Men's Shoes, from

$1.00 to $5.00
79¢c to $4.00
25¢ to $2.00

Ladies’ Shoes, from
Children’s Shoes, from

-

Your money back in every case when the customer is not pleased.
All goods as represeated and at one priee to all,

I s#i) the Stout SNAG-PROOPF RUBBE]
BOOTS. The only genuine Srag«<Proof Boo
that wiil wear.

Sample Shoes sent to responsible people
inywhese In Kent or Queen Anne Counties
o compare with goods bought in the city.,

Remenbenrthiat we carry all wixdths—
B.C. D& E.
and we can fit the foot as it showld be fitted,
NO half-way business ahout it,

All 1 ask is a fair trial. The goods will do the rest.

' T. G. WROTH, the Shoe Man.

Under Stam’s Hall, 2® years in business, ¥2 years one line (SHOES).

Dr. THEEL, 527 North Sixth$t,

Philadelphia, Pa,© All Abuses,

His cigars were intact, and he light- |
ed one. Then, after arranging the lamp
mwore to his purposes, he dropped into |
an easy chalr near the table, produced
the letter which had been given to him
by his companion In the summer

particular might have looked upon it a | there two quick leaps will take you in- |
dozen times without seeing it once. 10 the shadow of the shrubbery, where

Quite naturally he asked himself the | you will await me. Leave your hat
reason of the mysterious visit. He | and coat where they ave. ! have pro-
thought of an attempt at assassination, vided a serape and a sombrero for

gloodPoison, Varicocsls Stricturs
S aoxes vt Broind _QRpOWNE |

iiie=r= SEASONABLE [OODS!

&

| ﬂlSBISBS, on organs,fully restored. Fresh aases
cured in4 to 10 days. Themost dangerous cases

solicited, “EIN IUT.O”IR ARZT." Treat.
|  ment by mail, ﬁemPru r SWor., rﬂlxmﬂnilﬁl & ook ex-
posiug every fake lnstitute, Electrical & Medical fraud.

house, broke the seal and began:

I crave ur pardon, Senor [PPendleton, for the
indignity tiat I am forced to thrust upon you. 1
have determined to prevent the meeting between
you and Captain Romero, and as | have no hope
that you will consent to abandon all thought of
it 1 have prepared this in anticipation of vour |
refusal. You will not be detained longer than is |
pecessary—that is, only a little longer, for it
will not Le possible to liberate you during t)
hours of daylight. Twenty-four hours will hLe
the duration of your imprisonment, In the |
meantime you will be left entirely alone. Your
room is supplied with every necessity you will
require during that time, and when it expires, as
s00n A8 you have placed the serape over your head
g0 that you can see nothing, you will be taken
back to the city, or at least as far as El Cabillito.
] am Informed that it is your intention to return
to New York tomorrow night. | regret that [ will
not be able to liberate you soon enough for you to
carry out your plan., The train leaves three hours
too early for that., But you need not be pre-
vented from taking the early morning train on
the other road. If you will leave vour New York
address on the table, 1 will communicate with
you again; also, should you care to communicate
with your servant, if you will write the message
and throw it through the grating at your win- |
dow, It will be delivered at once, If | have placed
you in a false position concerning the due! and
your masculine conception of honor, 1 can assure
you that the day will come when you will thank
me for what | have done, {f the opportunity oc-
curs. J will sign this letter as | did the one that
brought you to Tacubaya. One who prelfers, for
the present, to be known to you only as

CARMEN,

Pendleton folded the letter and re.

i fr

turned it to his pocket. Then he looked
at his watch and discovered that it

was not yet midnight. After that ne
paced moodily up and down the room
many times.

“Of course she meaus to read what-
ever 1 write to James,” he mused, “and

if ] say anything in explanation of my |

absence the message will not go. The
only thing I can do is to tell him to let
things stand as they are until later,
and 1 must do that; otherwise he will
be out of the city before I am out of
'ﬁi‘l‘(‘ unless’' —

but dismissed the idea at once, and art-
conjecturing upon many

possibili- |

ties, all of whieh were improbable, he |

gave it up and waited. ‘The true rea-
son did not once to him,
Mexican nature is naturally chivalrous,
all erities to the ~ontrary notwithstand.

ocCur

The

ing, and PPendleton was soon to have |

ocular proof of it.

The stranger glided up the
with the silence and grace of a ser
pent, and when at last he had disposed
his full Jlength laterally against the
bullding, with his face close to the
grating, he hissed very much like one,
Pendleton in the meantime had re-
mained motionless and silent, but when
the man hissed he replied In his natu-
ral tones by asking in Spanish what
was wanted,

“Silence!” commanded the man in a
sharp whisper. “It was 1 who brought
you here tonight, senor.
turned for the purpose of serving you.
If vou will take the trouble to get

down on the floor as close to me as pos- |

¢ible, there will be no danger of being
overheard, If it should be discovered
that I am here, my power to serve you
will be past, and 1 will be In grave
trouble. Que la gusta, senor.”

Pendleton was amused, He was also
interested, and he did as the man dl-
rected.

“Say on,”” he sald
stranger continued:

“You have an appointment with
Captain Romero near the Passeo at D
in the morning. Is that true?”

“Quite troe, unfortunately, for 1 can-
not keep it. If you have come here to
offer vourself as a messenger, 1 will be
most grateful and, with your permis-
gion, will reward you to almost any
extent,” replied Pendleton.

“I1 will do better than that, senor,

LLhe

then, and

steps |

escape

plished without incident.

}‘ULI.”

At not necessary to deseribe the
from the hosse and grounds
more than to add that it was accom-
By half after

1 o'clock the two men were on the road

1S

together, each astride a horse, though

'endleton’s eves were tightly bandag-
t‘l!

1o ondeavor throagh his knowledge or

It was only lyeman nature for him !

L the topography of the conntrey to loent o |

1 have re-

ir

hotnsell, and his compatnion secetned Lo
reaize this, for e talled constantiy =
that the Amerwan would have no op
portunity for logieal conjecture.

horses were soon put to a canter also,

'

which rendered the task still more dif- |

ficult.
“l1 wish you would tell me why you

Pendleton said as soon as an opportu-
nity offered.

“I will tell you the truth, senor,” was
the calm reply. “There are several rea-
sons. 1 might have declided to act be-

cause of any one of them, but because |

of all of them 1 could not hesitate.
Flhist, then, I know about you and your

' mission in this country. I realized ful-
' ly the unfortunate circumstances in
- which you were placed, and 1 know

that you would have not one but a

' dozen duels on your hands in less than
' two days If you could find anybody
' who would fight you after fallure to
"mect Romero,
' desired to save you, because if the po-
gitic ns were reversed I would be glad

| 1o have somebody do the same for me. |

' In the shooting gallery on San Felipe
Nerl I have seen you at practice, and 1
believe vou to be as good n shot as Ro.
mero. With a word of Instruction that
1 can give vou | believe vou will be
' victorious In this affair. That word is
this: It is Romero's practice to tre one
fractional of an hefore

1he I

' were 80 good as to do all this for me?" |

From such dishonor 1 |

PARKER’'S CINCIZR TONIC

Lung Troubles, Debility, d stressing stomachy sand

male ills, and is noted for making rures when all other
treatment fails. Every mother and invahid should have it

HAIR CBALSAM
Flumrr and beautifies the halrn
‘romotes & Juxuriant growth,
Never Fails t> Ri=toree @
Hair to its Yout.: ul low,
Cures scalp diseases & hair fulling.

S0c,and $1.00 at Druggists

l ‘ ORNS The only sure Cur» fo

ros. Stops all pain. Makes walking easy, 15¢, 8* Druygiss

CHICHESTER'S tN‘..H

‘LY

BAFE_ Alwa
CH

s reliable nak Druggls
for HESTER'S, ENGLISH
in D snd Geld metallic bunes sealed
wiimplue ribbon. Take nos other Tefuu

mita-

nagercus ™ -
=_..i :’;‘g :::r“l:'r.u.il nl-:ﬂ de. n
. % Qw

A

Promotes »a lnuﬂlnt

growth.
Never Falls to lmn Gray
Hair to its Youtiful Color.
diseases & hair falling
lvwat Druggists

all. 10, entl .
all Bruggiess. U\%

HOVAL, PiLLs

EXPERIENCE

TRADE MARES
DESIGNS

CoPYRIGHTS &C.

Anvone sending a sketch and deseri
quickly ascertain our opinion free w
invention is probably patentable.

chm MAY
ether an
('ommunica-

tyons strictly confidential. Handbook on Patents

gent frea, Oldest agency for securing patents,
Patents taken t
special notice, without charge, in the

Scientific American,

A handsomely illnstrated weekly.
culation of any scientipe jlnurlull.

UNN & Co,2618roasmsy. Now Y

Branch Office, A25 F Bt Washington, D.

rough Munn & Co. recelve |

Largest cir- | .
Terms, $a 11
ear: four months, $L. 50ld by all newsdealers,

{

All Kinds of Farm Supplies.

BAUMS STOCK FOOD.

The greatest assimilator amd conditioning food known for all

kinds of Stock and Poultry. Approved by dairymen and livery
stable keepers. Baum’s Peultry Food eures and prevents dis-
geasa and makes hwens lay 1 winter.

' Lime! Lirme! Lime!

| I am agentfor the Uelebrated LeCore Lime. The large
‘sales of this lsme have proved it to be just what the soil needs

for plant foodl
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The Bnterprise Sausage Cutters and Lard Presses, and
Butcher Knives,

Fodder Yarn of the best quality—FPrice right.
Tarzed Roofing Felt at reasonable prices.

& o -

—

 Ready-Made Harness A MPECIALTY

Bridles and Collars, Traces and Strap work,

Horse Blankets and RODBS ™, iade of torse oot

all kinds of Horse Goods

Belting of any Size and Lace Leather,

any quantities. Oils of all kinds. 1If in need of a good Pocket
Knife, step in, we guarantee you will be satisfied in quality and
price.  Also, the best make of CORN BASKETS, all at low

part mmstant

you wlill agree to the conditions I will |
make.’

“What will you do and what are the
conagitions

There were writing materials on the

table, and he iIndited the l‘ulluwIng;

uessage to his valet: |

the word *tres.” The second wlill ery ET the 1.1“1.” SNEY made jor your jamp-
| % MACBE’ il's |
e ALDURIDE

]"AIU‘IH'iHIL Lno, fres!” Romero's For 8t
Cpractice is to touch the trigger when
ltil!. I-l" i‘_: 18 ok 1

dos, Ww H

| The Cuaes: ertown Tranecript $190 per |
pium. i

You will extend the time of walting for me

he does naot walie fas

| l'l'ii"t‘l-i. Call and see us.
GeO. W.SMNMITH,
UL - - C}‘:[‘ H“T'lOV\’HI Mar'}rland

L 338,
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