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''he relations between him and Pen- |
dleton were twofold in character. They |
the |
day of their first meeting at college, |
and when vears afterward Wyndham's |

900000

had been intimate friends since

fortunes had not proved to be all that
he expected he became by adaptation

more than through engagement a sort
of alter ego for his rich friend. Pendle- |

ton was tall and dark and, as he fre-

quently admitted, lazy. Wyndham was |

big and fair, somewhat uncouth when
in juxtaposition with his more elegant

friend, possessed of prodigious strength |

and tireless energy. Thus it naturally
came about that he “did things” for
Pendleton, and this relation grew
gtronger between them time went
on until the management of
ton’s affairs had fallen unconsciously,
it scemed, almost entirely into Wynd-
bham's hands,

For these services there was no rec-
ompense given or received — that
there was nothing in the shape of a
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Pendle- |

| Mr.

stated salary. At times it was Pendle- |

ton's habit to deposit a check for a
considerable sum to Wyndham's credit
at the bank where he kept an account
When that had occurred several times,
nlways under protest from Wyndbham,
Pendleton had discovered a way out of
the dilemma.

“L.ook here, Craig,
one day more than a year before nis
departure for Mexico, “1 wish that vou
would do me a great favor.”

“I'll try, Burr. What is It?”
roply.

“You possess such an inexhaustible
gurplus of energy that I wish I could
faduce you to devote it all to me.”

“How do you mean?’

“Why, just come regularly into my
employ as—what 1S that kings and
guaecens have aboul them?”

“IFools ‘iiI‘lIit'%[mH}'. ] think
up to that, Burr.”

“Iheeper of the privy
what I mean. Su vou look out
for my accounts, pay my bills and, i
ghort, attend to everything for me, 8¢
that I rwill not have to think of any-

was the

I'm not

‘ purse; that's
i )

i i

he said to him |

shirt front just below the point where |

a gingle dlamond gleamed was an oh-
ject sticking out. Underneath that was
a splash of red, leading downward un-

til it was lost from sieht behind the |

buttoned waistcoat, and Pendleton—

Burr aP’endleton—before he had been

lrt‘rmittml an opportunity to take his
friend Wyndham into
was dead.
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CHAPTER 1V.
CUNNING AGAINST CUNNING.
RAIG WYNDHAM

confidence,

discovered

while he was still several feet |

Q

friend
lle

from the of hl
hat he lead,
in that fractional part ot
the cause of death,
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el 1]

instant |
With a swiftness of |

which he was himself unconscious he |

turned and seized James, drew him
from the room and closed the door al-
most before the valet was aware of the
awful thing that had counfronted them.

Then, while the strong and relentless
arm of his master's friend drew bim
into the parlor, his old knees began 1o
tremble and threaten to give way be-
neath him, so that when at last they
were in the center of the room, under-
neath the chandelier, he was weeping
and was devoid of what little strength
he had possessed.

“Your master is dead, James. Who
killed him?" were the first words that
Wyndhawm uttered, lIle spoke calmly,
but his face was deathly white, and he
dié not realize with what resistless
gtrength he gripped the arm of the old
man.

“God help us, sir, T do not know,”
was the reply. “Let us go to him!™

“No. Remain here,
to go to him now.
dﬁﬂd. Before others are informed
this you must answer some questions
for me.
is best to do.
gelf, James?
brandy. If ever you loved Mr. Pen-
dleton, show it by keeping your wits
about you now. Are you sure that it
was half past 5 when Mr. Pendleton
returned ?”

“Positive, sir.”

“Why so positive?”

“Because the clock
had stopped, sir.
the correct time so that I could set it.”

“Was he alone?”

“No, sir. There was a gentleman
with bhim.”

“Who was it? Did you know him?"

“] knew his face, sir, but not his
name. I have seen him on the street
in the City of Mexico."

“Describe him—or, rather, let me try.
1 believe that I have seen him also.
Not as tall as Mr. Pendleton, eh?
Quite handsome, dlack mustache,
black eyes, complexion rather pale for
one with such dark eyes and balr,
Does that answer?"’

“perfectly, sir.”

“Now tell me what they did when
they came here together.”

«“That I do not know, Mr. Wyndham.
1 did not hear the stranger utter a
word.
while Mr. Burr went Into the room
where—where you found him, sir. He
came out again a moment later with a
bundle of papers that looked like let
ters In his hand, Then he sent me from
the rooin.
and ordercd some brandy. which 1 serv-
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'here 1S no use

on the mantel

He seated himself in that chair|

He is dead—quite |
of |

After that I will tell you what | ,...t0q of this erime, but only for a

('an you control your- |
Here—take some of this

1 asked Mr. Burr for |

|

, l'lnil‘tl
 point its finger at him, bhbut we cannot

Presently he rang for me)

)
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e andg agan lelt the Neariy an
Lhour fater | heard the hell again. M
was alone then, although 1 am
sure that 1 did not hear the stranger

when he left the apartment. My mas

111N}

|
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- Yol

 that
Jamoes?’

ter told me what clothes he desired to
wear tonieht and said that he wished

to rest a little while, e then

into his Hll't'[!ill'.: room and closed the

door. and 1 went out to attend to a con
mission he had given me. 1 was nol
awayv from the house more than twen
ty mionutes, sir, and when I returned |
was surprised to discover that | had
left the door which eommunicates with
the hallway on the latch., It was nol
open, sir, but it was Rnot latehed, and |

l

went |

was quite sure that | had elosed 1'11

went My idea was that

I'i‘l"l‘if'lllll't'l'l-‘t-l SOoLHe

when | out.
Pendleton had
thing else that he wanted and had gone

| to the door to call me back, but that |

did not hear him. That is all, sir—until
vou came. That is all | know.”

The old servant could restrain bhim-
self no longer. but sank into a chair,
buried his face in his hands and wept.
Wyndham strode to the window and
he drummed with the ends of his fin-
gers upoi the pane and stared Into the

| darkness.

sObhs

When James’ ceased, Cralg
Wyndham turned back into the room

. and, placing one hand gently upon the
| old man’s shoulder, spoke kindly, but

with an intensity that had an instani
ffect., The power of the man shone 1t
his eves at that moment, and, although
his face was pale and drawn, he wWas
outwardly as calm if nothing unto
ward had occurred,

he said, **l helieve Yol loved

ol S

“James,”
your master very dearly.

“As 1)
more ]H'I'il:!lrh‘._
] do not know.”

he welre OWwW I <. or

=01,

“You would sacrifice mueh for him, |

"7

would vou not, James?
“Evervthing, life
could do any cood.”
“You loved his father also, James?"
“With all my heart, sir.”
“Would vou be willing,

Sir itself, if thal

I never had a son, 80

|

der that _;lI~[i1.'t' oy he done not lilll_‘» l

to vour dead master, but to his father’'s
memory, and for the sake of the family
name, to permit a great shadow to fall
upon you for a time?”

“1 don't know what vou mean, sir,”
replied James humbly. “1 only know

 that

discover

James, 1n or- the scene; I

that 1 am willing to do anything that|

[ can do if in doing it I can serve him.”

“1 believe you, James, Now,
t'lu:-:t']_‘.' to what 1 have to say. Y our
master is dead and by the act of an
A ereat erime has been com
mitted. and that crime is the result of
events that E"’r['!n'!'i'-] longe noo
something the t hat
this deed, but my information
meager. 1 Lave no doubt that you are
nwiare & many things connected with
this strange history which will assist
me to unravel this tangled skein, We
will talk of that later. The death of
\Vir. Pendleton must be reported to the
police and to the coroner at once, if

NSKASsi,

Of lli%in‘} el T
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| we say anything concerning the visit
' of this

stranger
doer, as vou
and latched

and the subsequent
believed you had
it, suspicion will

nlu"l]

say one thing or one circui-
stance to convict him of the erime, and

would therelore I’y con-

lr[‘tl‘s |

he escape.

' necting him with the affair at nll we

would strengthen the position he 18 In,
for vou may be sure that he has plan-
ned thoroughly to save himself, On the
other hand, James, there are those who

- will suspect you of the erime.”

James started back with a cry of hor-
1oL,

“Suspect me!l”
“Yes, James,
ly, you will see that 1 am right, and,
Jomes, that is precisely what 1T want
the world to believe, 1 want you sus-

he almost shouted.

time."”
“But why, sir, why?”
“So that the person who really did

it may be thrown off his guard; 8o that |
I will have time to work out to the

end all of the facts connected with the

crime that I now know so little about; |
| so that 1
| ngainst the revelation of things that 1 |
am sure Burr Pendleton desired never |
' to be known: so that 1 may be enabled |
to fulfill what I know would be his |

may have time to

wish were he still alive to direct us

what to do, and finally so that 1 may |
In the end palsy the hand that struck

vour master to death, Mr. Pendleton

lived in a shadow, James—a shadow of |

the past. He guarded it jealously, even
from me. his closest friend. Now It
becomes my duty to work it out until I

know all that I am sure he meant to |

Lastly, James, there
It

tell me tonight.
is one reason more vital than all

{s more than probable that Bllﬁ[lh'iull:
I think the |
man who committed the deed will en- |
you |

will fall upon me also.

deavor to bring that about. If
disappear, thus convincing others that

you are gullty, it will leave me free to |

work: if 1 am hampered In any wWay, :. had not he added: “You may destroy

that fact will play into the hands of
the enemies of Mr. Pendleton, Wil
you do what 1 wish you to do, James?"’

“1 will do whatever you think best,

simply. “I know that Burr loved you
and trusted you more than any other
person in the world, Tell me what |

amto llll, uir, and I will do it.”

listen | often

| know |

very |

it Norkd ook nt it (‘:l]ﬂ]* |

guard |

' had

| cafe.”
Mr. Wyndham,” replied the old man |

1.

“'hen vou must leave the house at
once. taking nothing with vou, 1 will
write an address upon this card where
are 1o As<uine the of
Thomas Judson. Wait; 1 will a
line for yvou to take with you”

iF
-,

A RIS

write

“Wyndham tore a leaf from his note-

hook. wrote rapidly upon it and passed
it to the old servant.

“(Hive it to the lady swho will admit
nt that Wait there for
me until 1 come, no matter how long
time may Will you deo it

nddress,
he,

“Yen, Sir.”

Jumes, very much i the pranner of
one who is stupefied, found his hat and
then returned the room
Wyndham awaniting him.
friend of his master was still standing
in the middle of the floor and evidently
had not moved after the instant wien

10) w hiere

WIS

L James left him.

“1 am ready, sir,” he said. “Can I—
would it be possible—1 mean are you
willing that I should see—him—betove
I go?”

“No, James,” was the calm reply.
“Go as vou are. ITorget that you have
geen him at all except as you saw him
last in life. What comes after that—
ah. well!l Go as you are, James. Do
not forget your overcoat. The night I8
cold.”

James hesitated at the door. Ile
stopped and looked back, but Wynd-
ham was still in the same position In
the middle of the floor. He did not
raigse his head or make a sign, and the
old servant Hii']l[n'il H;llll}' into the hall
and closed the door,

Wyndham still remained in the atti-
tude of one who is listening. He could,
in fact. hear the old man’s footfalls as
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|

he descended the stairs; he could hear |

the bang of the outer door when 1t

1 elosed, and not until then did he make
let the old man sob on unheeded, 'Wlllll'| a move,

Even then he only raised his
head. 8o that he could listen more in-
tently, and walited,

Many minutes passed in this manner,
but at last, as if satisfied that there
was no chance that James would
turn. he closed the inside shutters at
the windows, after which he helped
himself to a portion of the brandy on
the center table.

After that., with distinet deliberation,
he opened again the door which eom-
municated with the room where Pen-
dleton 8 Innl}' had been I“H!_‘H\'i‘['l'il.

1"

SIS :l]llh]‘w.‘lt'ili'r! it and for a moment |

stood silently regarding the grewsome
aspect. T'wice he sighed deeply. Once
he bent forward and intently examined
the hilt of the weapon that had taken
the life of his friend, but he did not
tcuch the body or the chair im which
it rested. Once he looked toward the
door—he had left ajar—but not with the
startled glance of one who expects 10
somebody peering in upon
more if he were
measuring the distance and relieving
calculation mathematical
doubt that still possessed him,

There was a safe in one corner of the
rccm. one of those lttle 1ron
lock with a The key was
in the lock. and from it dangled others
attached by a ring—a ring that he bad
in the of his

Wwaas ol S

h}-' sOlhe

NP

L8 & § 1I'H.‘"~."-1“‘-.‘L1HH
friend.

He threw the door ol
without hesitation, and
familiarity that indescribable
lected certain bundles of documents
which he deposited on the floor beside
him. Then he removed the key from
the lock. selected another from the ring
that was suspended to it and with that
one opened an inner drawer of the
safe. From that, also, he removed the
papers, but those he placed in his
pocket. Then he relocked the drawer,
replaced the larger key in the safe
leck, closed the door again, arranging
it as nearly as he had
found it and deposited the papers he
abstracted from the safe In va-
rious pockets about his clothing.

Then he sighed while he looked again
Intently upon the body in the corner,

For a moment after that he remain-

the safe open
with an air of

| S

[ -

18
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ed apparently in deep thought, with |

bowed head and tight lips, and then
he went out of the room and sought

' the one habitually occupied by James,

There he selected a handkerchief,

' which bore the name of the old valet,
and returned with it to the room of |

the tragedy.

Ten minutes later he quietly left the
house, and quickly as he
travorse the distance he re-entered the
<lnbh where he had parted with Pendl:
ton than hours before, 1o
went at onee 1o the esk.

Mr. Pendleton returned?” he
askoed. and on being informed that be

H B

[1ve

lt':-ir-

LR
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From that, also, he removed the papers.

the message | left for him. 1 expected
that he would be here a half hour ago.

When he comes in, say that 1 am in the |
And as he turned to go to the |
l(rute the outer door opened, and the
'endleton had

very mwan with whom
left the club entered.

But Wyndham did not turn his head.
calmly on his way to the cafe.
''o BE CONTINVED |
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‘Any One and All Suitable for a Present,

OUR STOCK

_ varied and beautiful. A thousand
different articles suitable for a Christmas
offering to wite daughter or mother. Nothing
counld add more to the pleasure of the jovous
holiday seasen than a pretty r-'-|u-t'i1m-n'uf' the
mtlliner's art.

Open early and late until after
the holiday.

MISSES CORA & HATTIE REED,

High Street. Chestertown.

ceo. K. MeGaw & 0o,
Family Grocers,

29 and 22 N.Charles Sts,, Balt,, Md.

I awest Prices, Purest and Best Goods.

¥ Orders of $10 and over, freight paid,
with exeention of sugars.

When in the city, call to see us and be con-
vineed,

Mail orders promptly attended to. Write

for prices
I‘H B Cheapest LAMP CHIMN. IS are thos

that Igat VMl ac*hvath

For sale by WM. R.ALDRIDGE.,

A FREE PATTERN

(vour own selection) to every sub-
scriber, Only 50 cents a vear.

-

— e —

MSCALLS
MAGAZINE\CS

A LADIES’ MAGAZINE.

A gem| beautiful colored plates; latest
fashions ; dressmaking economies ; fancy
WOorK | household hints * NIction, etc 2110+
scribe to-day, or, send <. for latest copy
I..u“.} agents wanted, Send for terms.

HH'H?II, Rellable, Simple, Up-to-
d_;lh', Lconomical and r’\hﬁl‘lllﬂti}’
Perfect-Fitting Paper Patterns.

M¢ CALL 4%

BAZAK AND

ATTERNS &>

All Seams Allowed and Perforations show
the Basting and Sewing Lines.

Only 0 and 15 cents each—none higher

Ask for them. Sold in nearly every city
and town, or by mail from

THE McCALL CO.,
N3-15-117 West 31st St, NEW YORK

3

¢
)

TALCHESTER COMPANY.

WINTER SCHEDULE,

SASSAFRAS RIVER LINE.

(Weather and 1ce permitting.

Qteamer will leave Baltimore on

days at 7.00 a. m. for Hetterton and
ericktown, returning same day, leaving Fred-
ericktown at 10L.30 a.m,, Betterton 1250 p. m.,
iuck Neck 1.30p. m., Tolechester 2.45 p.m-, fOr
Baltimore. Arriving about d p. m.

Thurs-

Will leave
m. and
= o pom,

NP ny
AL v A.
m. and

Tolchester Beach
chester saturdays
l.eave PBaltimore A

For further information appi)
the ditferent iandings, ol

TOLCHESTER COMPANY,

#*
T"J 1.1-.‘.{!.1."‘

Pier 18 Light St., Baltimore, Md.
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Pl'ﬂ -G.F-T"EEL.“-B- N. Sixth}

8t., Philadelphia, Pa. Ein deutseher Arel, o4 >

rantees 1o cure alter all others fail, Pnlu Tg:
ISEASES, DISCHARGES, RUNNINGS, ABUSE

- o $[ { USES NO JNFTLUrY NO CARUST '.n"‘ Hon .-

1< or nauseating drugs) EICESSES,BLOOD POISON:

<L0ST “‘!HO“,. Yarieoce's & Strictures, no cutting. Sy

.

JYEArS practica 8 yvearshospitalexperien ainGermany »
4F resh cases cured in 4 to 10 {avs. Avoid cheap treatmenty
4only offered as a catch, Ruins I housands. Send tor Swerak>
:'rﬂllmunillll Book exp wing medical o electrical frauds »

Treatment b:‘ Vinil, Instant reliel,0 [/
e v
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PARKER'S CINCL< TONIO
bates ubles, Delility, distressing gtomach and
and is noted tor making ';1.1.: ‘Ill'llmln lili:}u;ﬂl
alid shhould have 1t,

emale :
treatment falls. Every mother and

PARKER'S
HAIR BALSAM

Meanses and beaut.fles the halr.
Promotes & luxuriant growth,
Never Fails t> Restore Uray
Ylair to its Yout.: 4l Color,
Cures scalp diseases & hair falling,
Soc.and $1.00 at Dmizgists

co R N 5 The only sure Cure for

in. Makes walking easy. loo, o Druggisia

ENNYROY. L PILLS
Origin

sl and Oaly Genuine.
BAFE. Always reliable
e CHI

———

HESTER'S ENGLISH
in RED snd Geld metallic boxes sealed
with blueribhon. Take ne ether, fuse
Dangerous Substitutions and lmita-
tlans. Buy of your Druggiss, or send de. Ia
stamps for FParticulars, Teatimonials
and ** Rellef for Ladlea,™ m latier, bY re-
turn Mall. 10,000 Testimonials. Sold by

all Druggisis. Chishester Uh Oe.,

——— T —

PARKER'S
HAIR BALSAM

(Meanses and benutifies the halr
Promotes & luxuriant growth.
Never Fails to Hestore Gray
Hair to its Youthful Color.
diseases & hair taling
L o0at Druggists

50 YEARS’
EXPERIENCE

TRADE MARKS
DESIGNS

CoPYRIGHTS &C.

Anvone sending A aketch and dﬂlrril-tiun MmAay
quickly ascertain our opinon free w iether AN
invention is probably patentable. ( Ommuniea.-
tions strietly contidential. Handbook on Patents
gent frea, Uldest agency {or securing patenta,

Patents taken through Munn & Co. recelve
special notice, without charge, in the

Scientific American,

A handsomely illustrated weekly. largest eir.
culation of any scientific tournal. Terms, §3 a

ﬁ » four months, &L Sold by all newsdealers.
e

NN & G 2o New fork

- '

Fred- |

Tol-
p.30 P 1INy,

al

==

Ladies, ssk Druggisr |

Gapes and Millimery.
33; per Cent.
1 from

RegularPrice

ﬂ._

AT R. BERGEN’S.

GO TO s

THE SHOE STORE!

For FALL and ;
WINTER GOODS!

CARRY the largest and best selected stock of BOOTS S
RUBEBERS. that can be found in Kent County, and 1 TSIER{EI kﬁﬁg
il where to Jook for the goods, and by paying the spot cash for them,
elieve 1 can do better for you than the man who carries a mixed stock
and who may pay on long time, Lge ‘

All the Newest Styles can be found in my stock
Men, Ladies and Children., Can show you a ling

CHILDREN’S SCHOOL SHOES

that cannot be found elsewhere in this ¢co

for
D1

inty.

Men’s Shoes, from $1.00 to $5.00
75¢ to $4.00

25¢ to $2.00

I

Ladies” Shoes, from
Children’s Shoes, from . .

Your money back in every case when the customer is not pleased.,
All ;_;muiu. 0ns It‘th‘r-t'Iilt‘il and at one plit'c to all.

————————————— S—— - ———  ————————————————— A —————————————————

| Fi::'. the Stout SNAG-PROOF RUBBER
BOOTS. The only genuine Snag-Proof Boot
that will wear.

' : I

Sample Shoes sent to responsible people
anywhere In Kent or Queen Anne Counties
to compare with goods bought in the city.

Remember that we carry all widths—

B.C. D.X E.
nlul we can it the toot as 1t -a'hn-‘..' l he ﬂ'.'h'*!.
No half-way business ahout 1rt,

All ]l ask is a fair trial.

The goods will do the rest.

T. G. WROTH, the Shoe Man. .

Under Stam’s Hall. 20 years in business. 12 years one line (SHOES).

SEASONABLE [OODS!
All kinds of Farm dupplies.

Ready-Made Harness A SPECIALTY

P -

Bridles and Collars, Traces and Strap work.

Horse Blankets and RODBS T viadeof tore Goods

all kinds of Horse Goods

Belting of any Size and Lace Leather,

in any quantities. Oils of all kinds. If in need of a good Pocket
 Knife, step in, we guarantee you will be satisfied in quality and
price. Also, the best make of CORN BASKETS, all at low
prices. Call and see us.

#_n__

4
i

The Enterprise Sausage Cutters and Lard Presses,
Butcher Knives.

Fodder Yarn of the best quality—Price right.

Tarred Roofing Felt at reasonable prices.

BAUM'S STOCK FOOD.

'The greatest assimilator and conditioning food known for all
'kinds of Stock and Poultry. Approved by dairymen and livery
stable keepers. Baum’s Poultry Food cures and prevents dis-
ease and makes hens lay in winter.

Lime! Lime! Lime!

[ am agent for the Celebrated LeCore Lime. The large
<ales of this lime have proved it to be just what the soil needs

for plant food.
G&O. . ST™MITH,
L NG, - - Chestertown, Maryland

|
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