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CHAPTER
Cups Whis

1I.—Presiding over the tea
summer atternoon, Harriet
prqfnumily disturbed by the arrival of «
visitor, Roya! Blondin. Next davy.
@A party in the city,
#ell agreeable to Nina,

fmpression on the unso

CHAPTER 111 Harriet's agitation
bver the appearance of Blondin
'Crownlands” is explained by the
al he nad been a disturbing eleme:
r life ten years before, and she fears
. The man is an avowed adventurer,
E on the gullibility of the idle rich.
rankly announces to Harriet his In-
pn of marrying Nina, who, as the
iter of the wealthy Richard Carter,
jighly desirable ‘“‘cateh.,” and urges
ald him. She 18 In a sense In his
and after pleading with him to
bn his scheme agrees to follow a

of neutrality.

d leaves a deep
iIstdcated girl.

fact

APTER IV.—~Harrlet visits her mar-

r, Linda Davenport, with whom

ad had her home during her unfor-
acquaintance with' Blondin, and

her of his reappearance. The two
omen, realizing the unscrupulous nat ra

the man, viuw the future with ap
asion.

/
PTER V. — ¥nowing the tender
ng she has !nnplrad in Ward Carter,
Harret is lumpta to marry him for the
:tion iIth he can glve her,
h rec.llzln she does not love him.
in has /ingratiated himself with
nl-llm‘ Cagfer, Richard’'s mother, and
is whole-heartedly in favor of his
1 e Jvith Nina. Ward urges Har-
t te méarry himm at once. She procras-

APTER V].—-Angered at hls wife's
pen flirtation with young Anthony
Richard Carter markedly shows his
went. Isabelle, ardently returning
puthful lover's attachment elopes
iIm on his vacht, and pursuit
8. The news of the sensational af-

Fexagegerated, of course,

kept as much as possible from
public property

CHAPTER VIL

That Isabelle’s
its full gamut «
until the next «
Bours moved

rd and no sign

madness would run
il not occur to Harrviet
ay. Then, as the serene
and there no
from Richard, the

l:\r ! Wwias

sihilities

11

thems-
incredibie
risk all that
Oof a tiery
yet, on the other

to suggest
seemed to Lher
any woman would

elle had for the
8 first love, and
aand, there was the memory of
belle's suffering two nights
here were the amazing facts
ey L -

:*u'.'._'.ilil

w8

Snke
]
1Sa-
ago, and
to prove

It was for few women to enjov the
popularity Isabelle had known. ut
any woman might run away with a rich
admirer. Harriet's admiration for the
cleverness with which Isabelle
Qucted this pretty playing with fire
disappeared, and in its place
sharp conviction that
women like Linda had some justifica-
tion, after all; it was
aid “lead to sin,” it could Indeed
pen once too often.”

Harrlet felt her own lapsing moral-
ity regalning Its standard. Just now,
when Nina most needed her mother,
when Richard was struggling with dif-
ficult business conditions, when Ward
was engaged—

She interrupted her thoughts here,
aRd tried to make herself feel like a
woman engaged to be married. Some-
0w the fact persisted in baffling her.

lere was an unreality about it that

evented her from tasting the full

get, Kngaged—to a rich man, and a

man’'s son. Well, perhaps when
came back, it would seem more
le,

id been standing at one of the
WS, & window deep set In

! wall, and commanding
8 ahd beeches the poth %o
Hands aressed her

g D¢ the pres-

ard Car-

d at her

“hap-

| amnd he

-mﬂoﬂ. and tha '
window seat togethe es, he was
Solng back to the Bellamys', and so
was Blondin, but théy had both come
in just for lunch and the drive.

. dastantly he brought reassurance to
her, Ward was such a dear! Of
course she loved him.

“But you weren't a very good boy
last night |"” she said. Thelr hands were
lecked ; but she had shaken a negative
“when he would have kissed her.

“Rotten!” he confessed, easily. *“I
played poker; too. No man ought to
do that when he s 33ged. Sorry-—sor-
ry—sorry. Listen. When we're mar-
rled it's all off, No smoking, drinking,
gambling, wine, women, or Song,

what?”

“You may not know it, hut you never
spoke a truer word " the girl sald. His
shout of laughter was pleasant to hear.

“Listen. Does Mother know It?
About us, I mean?”

“Oh, Ward—nobody knows It!
Hush!” His mention of his mother
brought back realization with a rush,
and she added uncomfortably, “She's
at Great Barrington.”

“Oh, darn! 1 wanted to see her!
She wrote me, and told me she loved
ma, and that she dido't think she had
been & very good mother to me!” He
m youthfully, with a bewlldered

of his eyes.
Well,
k. back.”
i 3 leave Mr,
TN

down to the
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“Lord, he could marry an
ten times th .00k
think a man like Blondin
that!” he protested,

“T would rather Nina dead and
buried!” The words burst from
riet against her will, against her prom-
ise to Roval.
it, her
Its way.

“Talk to him!” Ward,
was not Inclined to take
ously, “You'll
certainly hag a
added the

18 Illli“;'l"

would con-
lder

s

essential honesty would have
fortunately,
her too serl-
like him! Gosh, he
good effect on me™
yvouth, modestly “He
doesn't drink, and he ftalks to me—
yvou ought to hear bhim !-——abeout char-
acter being fate, and all that! Say,
listen, hefore we get out of the
woods—17

His sudden sense of her nearness
and beauty belled the careless words,
Harrlet found his arms tight about |
her, her face tipped up to the young,
handsome face that
with trembling exeitement. The quick
she could feel
'lhfl DASsion
frichtened her:
llilu [1fted off

:l:_’:till*-if iil'l' OWwWn, the

Al most she

hound,

his Ki1sseN

held.

Wil

el

“Ward!"
el one hand
the

“Dear!

she gasped, freed at last,
to her disordered
held him

Please!™

with
u'h'h Other

arm's-leng

It was nno nse.

enveloped again, and clase

Soul and senses were

acal (o her ear

“1'1n

L i
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him whisper:
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iibhout

you | KNnow

you I'm

mad aboul
“l think vou are!'”
breathless
do that !
wWe

she stammered,
and laughing. “You mustn’'t
You mustn't do that! Why,
might he

ireathliess,
hair,
Sol,

“1Do yvou

indifferently,
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fooO, Lo ”HHL‘:’ hack
and n.Tu’t-afn'ui T iliu'l.‘. up Tpi't‘

his
para-
ne
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wouldn't « the

world saw!”
By
ind womanhood Har-
gathered herself into trim-
calm again., She took her
composedly, Her eyves told
him the whole story., Nina and Roval
Blondin were two hundred feet away,

ri.llt‘ lI.

“Sh~—sh!" the magie only
Known to youth
had
and

parasol

| coming up from the tennis court,

“You fool- sald to

What

fool—fool ' she
What had theyv seen?
twist to the situation

suspicions afford? Richard
carter trusted her: this was no time

tell him that she loved his son.

new

There was no help for |

Ctated,

|

| ing now,

WAS, wenr nastily apsomrs,

It was to the old lady's beautiful
gitting room that Harrlet was Ssung.
moned a few minhtes later. She kn
at once that he had told his mothér
he knew and feared,

Madame Carter was shockingly. agl-
dramatic, but she was not entirely act-
Her face was pale under
rouge, and the painful
stood In her eves,

“Miss Fielg " sald Madame Carter,
“we have just had a most terrible—a
most unexpected-—blow A

fears

Harriet simulated expectancy,
“There Iz every reason to helleve”
pursued Madame Carter, majestically,
*that nnfortunate daughter-in-law,
\Mr O Isabelle. yield-
od to tl her N0,
Richard,” she interrupted
the man raised haggard
wateh her impersonally, *“far
hetter to face the faects, my dear! My
| Miss Field the—the
redible statement that—
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Wit | him
pride “Miss Fleld.” he
WAaNDL vour nelp, The fuet
Williams had all the

they not go by

S,
- are
FPONS
mMotor,

watehed

aid Mrs, Car-

- ter reached New London at five o'clock

Har- |

was stirred now |

of |

her | first

| the

would |

Did she love Ward?—or with his keen |

and kindly eyes would Ward's father
in the mar-
Caught kissing In the woods
Rosa or Germalne: It was un-
How she had
here ! How she
heart contracted

riage?
ke

had
with

her position
risked—her

pain—severing of her association with |

Crownlands. .« ¢ s

Luncheon, wvader Its
galety and foolishness,

veneer

and it occurred to Harriet
seen anvthing in the
naturally Iinterest

come down,

she might

it. The old lady would go instantly
And
imagine him, tired, harassed,
having to face
another woman's treachery, having to

' listen to the demure announcement of

the little secretary’'s engagement to

- his son. )

He wa8 experiencing the most over-

whelming shock of all his life now; '

he must ghortly be exposed to all the
whirl of scandal: the silenced gossip,
the averted eyes of his world, the
weeklles with thelr muddy insinua-
tions, the staring fact headlined above
breakfast bacon. This was her
time to efface herself and the house-
hold, to help him to lift the load.

“I'm afrald I wasn't listening, Mr.
Blendin?”

“Miss Nina and I want to know
what day we may have our party?
Royal repeated.

“The studlo party?”

“The reof-garden party. We're go-
ing to have It from half-past six to
half-past seven only, because then It
won't be too hot”

“Why not have it at night, with lan-
terns?’ Harrlet sald, quite Iinvolun-
tarlly,. And again a pang of self-con-
tempt swept over her. It was hateful,
it was ineredible, but she was playing
his game as calmly as If doubts and
reluctance had never entered her
heart.

At four o'clock Richard came home,
and the instant Harrlet saw his face
she realized, with a shock even sharp:
er than the original moment of In-

| eredulity, that he had had no success

in his search. He was alone. His
face was drawn and gray, he looked
hot and rumpled and utterly weary;
more, he who had always been the

pink of 'wellgroomed perfection

looked old. He asked Bottomley
briefly If Madame Carter was in her

weakened |

of |
offered fresh |
' terrors. For old Madame Carter had

Richard—Harrlet | going downstairs,

ﬂ

' forehead-

ble.

at | walls

hoat, the
half-past six,
men picked up, at the

Pope «did not expect her, was to
have salled this morning. She ar-
rived, and evidently he thought it wise
to hurry thelr start. The pler had a
dozen boxes for the Geisha on it, gro-
ceries and what not, that they left
behind!
coast for a filw days, and put In
somewhere for -.umll'p wut that™—
he passed his hand wearily across his
“that doean’t concern ns
now, We got there at ten last night—
hours too late, of course.” Hlis volee
fell, he mused, with a knitted brow.
“Well!"™ he sald, snddenly recalling
himself. “Now, Miss Fleld, 1 want
you to get hold of Ward, I want the

vesterday
pulled out

what Willinms’
'!'“']n,

o J Tl

(:eishna.

nt I'rom

boy home at once! He must know.
But there is of course a chanee that
Mrs, Carter is—is planning to return.
There may be a woman friend with
her—it's not probable, but it's possi-

I don't want any one in the
house, or out of It,

Nina protected!”

“I understand.,” Harriet
She crossed the hall, and for
time In four vears entered Isa-
suite unannounced, It
exquisite order;
noon light were
and the
[csabelle

sald, quiet-
ly.

I'”:l! I',m~ .

falling on the gay
bright chintzes. The
novels had been
the
white Plllhl‘hiﬂi‘l‘iaw
white
aln W

all spoke of the beautiful wom-
ho had spent so many hours here,
with its splen-

i Wm

On the dressing table.

iI

!

“The Geisha, Pulled Qut at Half Past
Six."”

did length doubled in the mirror, was |

 the great fan that her hand had idly | —that worrled me

wielded,
hour

Ness
What to

in an
and happi-

only a few days ago,
of domestic felicity

tell Nina?-—she wondered,
But Nina proved

pleasantly indifferent te the maternal

absence when she and Amy came up .

from the tennis court for tea, To the
guest or two who came calling Har-
riet, Installed quite naturally now be-
hind the cups and saucers, explained
that Mrs, Carter was visiting with
friends—having a beautiful time, too,
apparently.

Perhaps Nina suspected that some-
thing was unusual. She looked from
her father to Harriet, and after a
moment’'s silence asked abruptly:

“When is Mother coming back?"

“I don't know!" her father
swered, quickly.

“Say, listen ; are we going to dress?”
asked Amy. Nina, instantly diverted,
suggested that they go In. Nina's
awkward bigness and Amy’'s mousy
neutral tones were as well displayed
In one garment as another, but both
girls debated over pinks and blues,
crepes and mulls, every evening, as
iIf the world was watching them alone,
Harriet lingered for only a word,

“Mr. Carter, it occurred to me that
old Mrs. Singleton 1s going to Call-
fornia, In her own car, tomorrow,
I was wondering If we might con-
fide In Mrs. Slngleton—she was al.
ways very fond of Mrs, Carter—and
glve out thé impression that Mrs. Car-
ter had suddenly declided to make the
trip with her.”

“That's an
thoughtfully,

idea,” Richard sald,
“T could see Mrs. Sin-

| gleton tonight—and—and talk it over”

“It might serve for only a few
days,” Harrlet submitted.

“Yes, I see.” he agreed, slowly.

“Well, I can give Nina a hint now I"
Harriet sald, golng.

But it was too late for any soothing
deception of Nina,
ful! progress in Nipa's bedroom, and
Harriet's eye had only to ge from

room, and, belng informed that sbe | the prone form on the bed to the

She had a deep sense of the |

Ity |

of age |
' hing.

. volce, as she clung to her frined,

to suspect, and If
you think it 1s possible, I should like

the

was in |
streams of late after- |

skimming, |
gold service of her dressing table, |
great four-poster with its deeps of |
| transparent
mad |

over |

| “Oh—It"s a

| even agreed with Nina,

| white nl‘p.:,‘:lhtlit'.
| father.

| mother's
. He
' miles by
| streaked with dirt
. with

- saw that he had been drinking.
| your wire,

~ stopped
. the man
| what vou wanted me

A scene was In.

crushed newspaper tnat had arl

the floor, to know that the secret
out, Isabelle's face, radiant and hs
py, looked out from the page, It w
flanked by two smaller pictures, Rich-
ard's and Anthony Pope's, . Harrie
counld sea the big letiegs:

The deluge was upon them
“Oh—it's a He-——it's a lie
tiful little mother!” Nina s0b-
“Oh, no, it's not true! It's na
Oh, how shall T ever hold up my
head again—to disgraced-—now
just when I'm -and ha-h-
happy!”
“Nina,
Liarriet,
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lie !
he
SO yYoung
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ignoring
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and
mustn't
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of
ightly
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the

way !
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again, but more {IIIit‘H}‘.
hetter
l-' .II'

cuess I had
plaintively,
a choked

ir

© Amy
sald

no'"

darling! you stay with me,

grandmother! Oh, Amy, perhaps you

e

me tonight.
crylng again.

My mother—" sald Nina,

“Young |
Milliongaire—Wife of Richard Carter.”™
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|l wend

!ilil' N |

(0 Cry |

‘No, | |
Oh, 1

| must go see my father, and myv po
They will probably skirt the | ' y Poag

. had better go, for my family will need |

She and Amy parted solemnly, with |

many kisses,

“It's a thing that might happen to
me, or to any girl,” said Amy gravely.
Harriet had an upsetting vision
stout, high-busted Mrs. Hawkes, pant-

ing as she discussed the detalls of the !

Hed Cross drive, but she was very
sympathetic with the young girls, and
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\ | And after
Was it conceiv; that
sinteen years would fail' to iden-
and Isabelle they
thhough the Nress Wis not
assisting them?
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[ e,
) e those
Tony wherever
Wenitk, even

\zerly
hal
nns,

I=ubelle (‘rown-
and her
of the man whose pa-
and cleverness had lifted her to
all this luxury from an apartment in a
simall town, would no memory of the
place she had held, and the friend-
ships had commanded, haunt her?
Fruly there was alw 'ty for the
isabelles, to liarrviet's clean sense
{the a jalil.

“T wouldn't change places with her!”
tHiarrviet decided, in the =oft silence and
darkness of sUminer night,

From Is
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 need ftear him, I"ZIW!]}.‘

s ther rontzing
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not punish
and

from Crownlands

=0l for anta

Nould he

101

condl

'or Reval could
punishing

could not banish her

Jdiqq’?

without himself.

. if he ever hoped to show his own face

' there again.

- ask herself the question honestly,

But Nina !

Was Blondin so bad? She tried to
and
an honest shudder answered it before
It was fairly framed. She tried to pic-
ture Nina's marriage, their early days
together, the breakfast table, where

the crude little girl blundered and

| floundered in conversation, her helpless

devotion, that would annoy and exas-
perate him. She saw Nina's neat-
sighted eyes welllng with hurt tears;

. Nina's check book eagerly surrendered

to win trom her lord a few dellclous
hours of the old flattery, the old atten-

| tion. '

Beautiful Little Mother!” Nina Was |

Sobbing.

gone,
and put on her
go find her

and then

1They dined almost silently, and were
about to disperse quietly for the night,

| after an hour of half-hearted conversa-
| tion

in
endured

the drawing room,
by Richard simply
sake, Ward burst in.
had traveled four hundred
his face was

obviously
for
when
almost
that day,
and oll,
He went

1H10tOr

fatigue,

his father
Hay,

volce

stralght to
what's all this!"” he said,
hardly recognizable. Harrlet
“1 got
and we started. I thought

the Mater was sick, perhaps.

“Blondin came
on the road
had a paper

rerly. with me; we
for dinner,
there. Is that
for--1 don't be-
lieve it! It's a dirty lie, and the boun-
der that put that in the paper—"

“I'm glad you came home, my boy.,”
Richard said, *“I've been walting for

}'uu_ii

and | young,

when Amy was |
that it would be much more sen- |
. 8ible to take her bath,

“It would take a clever
hold him.)”
wouldn't be
while.”

Nina—Ward—Royal—Richard.

woman to
Harrlet thought, “and it

The

| wearylng procession began again. Ioy-

' al might treat her with honesty and
- honor, He was not small In everything,

and she had never done him harm.

. But—there might come the terrible mo-

his |

. that,

ment when she had to face Richard
witlhhy the confession. Yes, she had
known him before.. Yes, they

tered into a tacit compact. Yes,

worth a clever woman's |

had en- |
she |
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Supposing |
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had kept from Nina's father a secret |

while it might be

. certailnly should have been told him,

and ghastly |

i . mdght alter the entire situation.
n a

My God |

" he broke off bit- | 1¢ ghe had committed herself irrevoca-

Harriet heard no more; she slipped |

from the room. There were genuine
tears in her own eyes now; for the
boy had flung himself face downward
against a great chair, and was crying.
All the housebhold knew it: Harrlet
could read it in Bottomley's curefully
usual manner and quiet speech, In the
little music room across the hall Royal
Blondin was walting,

“This is a terrible thing!" he sald,
seriously.

“Oh, frightful!" Harriet agreed. A
rather flat sllence ensued. She seemed
to have nothing to say to Reyal now,

But she was not surprised when, a
moment later, Nina came softly in, the
picture of girlish distress, with her wet
eyes and fresh white gown.

“I thought it best to leave Ward
with Granny and Father,” Nina said,
in vague explanation, going straight to
Blondin, who rose, dusty and weary,
but with a soll¢itous manner that was
infinitely soothing.

His manner, Harrlet had grudgingly
to admit, was perfection, When Rich-
ard and Ward jJolned them a few mo-
ments later, he expressed himself with
manly brevity to the older man. He
realized, sald Bloadin, sjmply, that he
wis absolutely de trop; he had merely
imagineéd, “the lad"” had imagined,
that the ‘ from camp
meant | A [ emergency,
or he w intruded at this
time. Ot express a sym-
pathy ind extremely alry
to th mily, And now, If
the m Hansen, he would

"

BRRAT aURli

dirt
L. We

3

|
|

|

' most sincere prayer of her Il'e.

1

Impossible to think the thing
conclusion! Too many possibilities
If she
were married safely to Ward, for ex-
ample—7
ry Ward until
finally defined.

were dangerous now, what would it be

Royal's attitude

Ward's
intelerance sitting In
upon his wife!—Harrlet

bly to deception by marriage?
crude
judgment
shivered.

Suddenly she fell upon her knees,

and drepped her bright head against
the wide balustrade. For a long time

Harrlet had not prayed. But aow, In |

A few words, and quite without pre-
meditation, there burst from her the
She
looked up at the stars.

“God!" she sald, softly, aloud, “help
me! Make me do what is rigat, how-
ever hard it is. Father, don't let me
make another mistake !" .

(‘ponunuod &q oJ,)
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But then she dared not mar- |
was |
For if her position |
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