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PLATFORM ADOPTED BY THE
MARYLAND DEMOCRATIC STATE
CONVENTION, SEPTEMBER 18, 1930

We, the representatives of the
Democratic Party of Maryvland, iIn
Convention assembled, believe that
the problemg and conditions which
confront the people ol Marvland can
be better met and solved through the
agency of the Democratic Party than
through any other
National Republican Administration

In the national field, the tragic col
lapse of Republican promises ol con
tinued prosperity, of their claim of en:
tire credit for good times, thelir boast
of wise financial policies and strong
national and international leadership
is seen, first of all, in the presi nt con
dition of unemployment by platform
and in the speaches of its accepted
leaders the Republican tarty main

tained that the election ol its national | cerity with w

four additional
leled prosperity

would

ticket
years ol unparai

assnroe

Yet today unemployment is greater | made to keep and they have been kept

than it has ever been 1N the history
of the couniry The wages of those
fortunate to keep get em
ployment are generally lower than be-
fore, and the Republican administra
tion seems helpless 1o deal with the
gituation, which Is daily growing worse
and worse

A nation millloms of unem
ployed is a natien bankrupt of its most
valued asset. Of whal avail is it that
our country is de licated to *life, lib
erty and the pum it ol I
our men asd women arc
employment h
food, lodging and sell respect? Many
of our boys and left high
school last year are unable to realize
the opportunitics 101 h
gtudied and worked, because employ-
ment does not exist for them

ofore the 1925 election, the I pub
licans boasted of the replacement In
industry of men with machines, and
claimed that the 7T flow of
more and more g from our fac
tories would not cause unemployment
or over-production, the sur
plus would be absorbed our con-
stantly increasing export trade.

But in place of an increase in our
export trade evervthing that could
well be imagined to desiroy it has
been done A tariff wall has been
erected, which by no gtretech of Imag-
ination could avoid injury to our for-
eign trade, and on no conceivable
theory could aid it. There has been
a rapid decline of our export business
and the consequent fiooding of our do
mestic market with an unmanageable
surplus, which has geriously impaired
industry and swelled the ranks of un-
Fm[ill-}'nn*nt Hn[:rl*t'mli-ntr*tl nuin-
bers The is even more far
reaching than this, because there has
alsn been a rapidly increasing migra
tion of American industri abroad,
and reprisals and retaliations from
other nations with which we trade,
and whose friendship and will
we ought to have.

The farmer was promised relief
through a tariff bill which would glve
him equality with industry. Against
an overwhelming clamor of economic
protest the bill was passed, and what
it actually did was to increase the
price of what tha farmer buys until
his basic relative condition has been
depressed to its lowest ebb, and the
prices of his principal cash crops are
the lowest in decades.

The marketing plan which was to
solve the farm problem materialized
in the Federal Farm Board It does
violence to all those fundamenta! eco-
nomic polities which were expressed
before the 1928 election In high Re-
publican sources, who denounced the
invasion of private enterprise by gov-
ernment and the fixing of prices by
government. On the subject of sound
economic principles, the inabllity 8
the Federal Farm Board to put the
farmer on his feet was foredoomed
from the start.

All this cannot fail to be a tragie
disillusion to the farmers of our coun
try, who see a farm outlook which 18
perhaps the darkest in all our history.

The fleld of finance, too, has been
subjected to a cross-fire of Republican
blunders. Absence of determined fl
nancial leadersulp was clearly evl
dent. The people had a right to ex
pect from the Republican administra-
tion such economic and financial lead-
ership as would have adopted at least
gsome kind of positive or corrective
measure. Instead of that the Repub-
lican administration began a series of
inflationary statements and actions
which incited the inevitable crash in
1929. Before the debris from that
could be cleared away, the adminis
tration followed it up with unsupport
ed and misleading statements promis-
ing an early, If not an immediate, re-
turn to prosperity, which has falled to
materialize.

In the face of such a record, we
assert that the National Republican
Administration cannot avoid direct
responsibility for the unfortunate con.
ditions which exist today In unem-
ployment, Industry, finance and agrl
culture, and as the best means of as
suring such rellef from these condl-
tions as government can afford, we
commend to the people our Demo-
cratic candidates for the Congress of
the United States.

The Spirit of Maryland Democracy

THe most priceless traditions of the
people of Maryland, are, first, toler-
ance in all things and to all people;
gecondly. ordered liberty for the In-
dividual and the recoguition of his
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right to pursue his own happiness and
enterprise in his own way 80O long as
he does not interfere with the like
rights of others or with the ganctions
of society: and, thirdly, the idea of a
self-governing State, free and obligat.
od to settle its local problems In con
formity with the needs of its people,
who should be unhampered by an ex
cess of government from within and
by undue Federal or supervision {rom
without

We believe the principles to be the
political inheritance of the people of
Maryland, and they are the creed and

the gospel of the Democratic party in |

this State,
Sincerity of Democratie Pledges

We ask the people to recall the sin-

| but may progress and advance still

further.

Public Health
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puhlicly by Dr. William H. Welch, the
foremost physician of the World, as
follows:

“1 am in a position to know thal
this remarkable progress I8
atable In large measure to the lively
and intelligent interest of Governor
Ritehie in the prevention of disease
and protection of the health of

all appropriate measures designed 10

attaln this end through governmental
' ferently, In

agencies.”
Dr. Weleh then went on (o say:
“The housing, the organization, the
equipment and the personnel of

Qtate Health Department have been

' greatly improved during the last ten
years, and now compare favorably with |

those of the best in the country. There- |
| a State highway

by the department has been enabled

activities of !

appro- | 41€

priate to quote from a slatement made |

attrib- |

the |
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the | whereas

vhich our party promises
fulfilled. They have been |
made clearly and simply. They were

to improve and extend previous work
and to initiate new and important ac- |
tivities. notably in the prevention of
. material and infant mortality, pro
vision for enforcement of the pharm-
acy laws, the establishment of an
agency to provide dental care in rural
districts. the establishment of branch
hacteriological laboratories to aid phy:
<icians in diagnosis, the State-wide dis
tribution of so-called biological prod
ucts to aid in the prevention and cure
of infectious diseases, improved medi-
cal inspection of school children with
provision for correction of physical
defects, installation of many waler |
supply and sewerage syslems, control
of milk supplies and purity of other |
foods. and in many other ways.

“The department has been active In |
education of the public to the demands
and results of modern public health
. activities.”

We pledge our
tinued support of the work of the
State Department of Health and of |
the other official public health agen-
cles of the State, and, among other |
things, we specifically favor the fol-
lowing:

1. Amendments to the present Sanl-
tary Distriect Law to provide for the
establishment of twenty-three Sanitary |
Districts which ﬂill follow county
. lines.

9 Extension of the system of full
time county health departments in re-
gponse to local demand, and aid to |
county and town governments in order
to secure for them the benefits of
this modern and effective method of
local sanitary control.

8 Increased facilities for the bar-
teriological labatory of the State De-
partment of Healthh In order to better
assist practicing physicians of the |
SGtate in the diagnosis and treatment
of certain diseases,

We recognize the vital Imporiacce |
of the practicing physician in our comr
munity life, and we pledge our support
to the formulation of a program of
activities for the official public health
agencies of the Stale which will pro-
vide a proper and necessary degree
of sanitary control in the interest of
the public health, but under which
the professional and economic status
of the practicing physician will at
the same time be maintained.

have been

In no case have we
than could be done, and In every case |
we have done what we promised

Through a long geries of constructive
measures and policies, covering every
fleld of governmental activity, we have
placed our State in a position second
to no other both governmentally and
in political ideals and practices. The
sincerity with which we have kept)|
these past pledges is the best P‘L‘i-‘
dence that we will sincerely keep
which made in this plat-|
{orm "

promised more

those

are

I"ublic Schools

The phenomenal progress of the
Maryland public school system during
the past ten years has been acknowl-
edged throughout the entire country
The keyvnote of this progress has been
the equalization of educational oppor-
tunities and educational burdens
throuchout the State. Under Governor
Ritchie's leadership there has been
provided teacher and class-room su-
pervision, which has been character-
ized by Professor Thomas H. Briggs,
of Teachers’ Columbia Uni-
versity, as the best and most effective
system of supervision in the country;
a minimum salary schedule, carrying
salaries sufficiently large to attract
trained teachers: and a State Equall-
zation Fund, which
sible for the le:
counties finance
mum educational
having unduly
taxes.

The Legislature of 1927 established
a teachers' t-'vt?rwm-nt H}'HtL;irl on a
sound actuarial basis, which now In-
cludes in its membership over 91 per |
cent. of thalcounty teaching staff. This |
has brought a feeling of security and
stability to the teachers, and has lm-
proved the schools by enabling the
retirement of old and disabled
teachers with an allowance sulliclent
to afford them comfortable living con- |
ditions.

The Maryvland public school system |
as it has developed under the thor:
oughly capable direction of Dr. Albert
8. Cook, has been described as fol-
lows:

Dr. 'T. H. Harris, Superintendent of
Schools in Louisiana, sald:

“Maryland is ahead of any State In
the country in its system of class-room
supervision.”

Professor Willlam C. Bagley, the |
leading educator in the country in the
fleld of teacher training, said:

party to the con- |

College,

has made it pos-
densely populated
the State’'s mini
program without
high county school
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Care of the Tubercular

The State facilities for the hospi-
talization of tuberculosis persons, both
white and colored, are among the
finest in the country. They consist
of four splendid institutions, the State
Sanatorium at Sabillasville, the East-

“Maryland undoubtedly leads the | €D Shore 'l‘uher}-uluam Sunatur}um at
Stdates in the high qualifications of its Salisbury, Mt. Wilson, and the institu-
teaching staff.” | tion for the colored at Henryton. The

Professor Mabel Carney, leader In three last were built under Governor

the fleld of rural education and head Rlilt.-hle's udmlniﬂtra;tim:. It is & ;Tre
of the Department of Rural Schools, thing for any institution to combine

Teachers' College, Columbia Universl- both economy In operation and excel-
ty, sald: ' lence in treatment. Maryland has
g =M . | . . . . '
“Maryland rural sehools have, In my tdrn:db:flft]dib“"c“on in the care of

judgment, made the grealest progress u.r' BOGFORINT
Not only does no State in this coun-
during the last five years of any sys but ¢ in the world
tem of schools in the United States try, but no coun ry in the worid, save
today." possibly New Zealand, furnish as ade-
Professor Carney has asked for de- quate institutional care l’or'the tuber-
i cular as Maryland does. The death
tailed information about the Maryland |
\ rate from tuberculosis in 1919 was
system for the forthcoming Year Book 165.8 per 100,000 lati In 1929
of the National Education Association, : "'” Dt': - ’t ilf'j‘).ll"tl ﬂjdﬂn. Ill 8
“because of Maryland's outstanding n the face of increased DOPUTAIOM.

leadership among the States in the ::'m“'z: 3;{“;_9!_ ;}i:‘t i::uii{::,"pir:m};t;
matter of teacher qualification.” . PO -  Aeadee

Dr. Frank T. Bachman, who sur- principal cause of this largely de-

veyed Maryland schools in 1915, and creasing death rate i undoubtedly
* : due to the splendid hospitalization
made another survey in 1925, said:

“I belleve that Maryland has the tacilities which Maryland provides,

-
best legally established, the most uni- and to the instruction of the patient

in personal hygiene,
fled, tl ,
ed, the most efficient and the most We pledge our party to the mainte-

rofessional State sc sl
A . tate school system In|,.nce and furtherance of this great
America. ——

_ Dr. Fletcher Harper Swift, Profes-
sor of Education in the University ot‘
California, considers the Maryland
equalization plan as “perhaps the most
far-teaching and scientific method
from the standpoint of equalizing rev

Mental Hygilene

The State hospitals for the insane
are being administered with a high
degree of efficiency. New wards and
buildings have been added until now
enues of any State in the Union.” Maryland has reached the enviable

The Legislature of 1929 made an| position of being able to give institu
appropriation of $10,000 for the educa- | tional care, without overcrowding, for
tion of physically handicapped {_h”*\all of its dependent insane citizens
dren. As substantial a beginning otl; whn'apply.
this work as this fund permits is be We pledge our party to the mainte-
ing made under the direction of the tions to the State hospitals for the
State Supervisor of Vocational Rehab-| insane, both white and colored, as may
litation. This great problem should| D® DBOSeRsAlYs and to Increased facil
receive the study it merits, to the end ities at the Rosewood State Tralning

that provision be made to deal with School for white feeble-minded, and
it and to solve it effectively. also to the construction of a new

We pledge our party to continued b:lldlng ol;l lt;atl;rllnr (ll!u:-l thewcaro :)lrl
and adequate support of every needed the colored feeble-minded. e W

kind to the public school system of extend the afler-care of those who are
the State, so that Maryland publie discharged from the State hospitals

for the lnsane.
schools may not only keep the posl
tion they are now recognized to have State Roads, Bridges and Grade

attained in the front rank of the pub Crossings
liec school sysiems in the country, Maryland was & ploneer Stale in

the construction of improved roads. | istrations, unde
Since Governor Ritechie's first admin-' present

igtration the road mileage has more
than doubled. In 1920 there had been
constructed 1511 miles, and now there
2900 miles. This construction rep-
resents approximately 22 per cent, ol
the total road mileage of the Statle.
Only one other State has so high a per-
centage of State roads completed.
The extent to which the benefits of
the State Roads system to the people
have increased is perhaps best indl
ated by the fact that in 1920 less
Tl'mn 56 per cent. of the area of the
Qtate was located within two miles ol
a State road, whereas now %1
per cent. ol the Sitale's
located. Expressing
1920
area
removed

almost
arci

the same
i4 per
more than
a >Hlate

NOow than 20 per cent
ia that far removed. In terms of the
State's population, only 4.4 per cent.
of the people live in localities which
are more than two miles distant from

I8

aif-
of

LWoO

over cent
State's

miles

the was

from road,

less

The Legislature of 1929 provided the
most expensive program of road con-
struction ever undertaken in this
State. Arterial highways as well as
lesser roads of importance have been
constructed, and others have been wid
ened. Bridges have been constructed
and an extensive grade crossing elimi
nation program is under way.

We pledge our party to the continu-
ance and extension of this notable
highway improvement program.

In the expenditure of all the milk

| lons of dollars which have gone into

the construction
Maryland’'s fine Silate road
there has only incident
an unfortunate

and maintenance of

been one of

character.

A considerable shortage in the funds
of the >State was
discovered It was

Roads Commission
in January, 1925,

| handled vigorously and expeditiously.

Governor Ritchie apponted a com-
missgion which investigated every as
pect of the affair, and disclosed every
circumstance to the publie. This com:-
mission consisted of Democrat,
Mr. J. J. Nelligan, President of the
Safe Deposit and Trust Company, one
of the leading citizens and financiers
of the State, and three Republicans,
Mr. Edwin G. Baetjer, a lawyer ol
national distinction; Mr. George M.
Shriver, Senior Vice-President of the
Baltimore ard Ohio Rallroad Com-
pany, and Mr., Jonathan K. Voshell,
Manager of the Metropolitan [.ife In-
surance Ccompany This commission

olne

' found that the thefts were confined to

a group of inside employees. Their
method was similar to that perpetrated
in a number of banking institutions,
and consisted in enlisting in the con-
gspiracy each employee whose duty 1t
was to check the accounts of the
others. This made detection difficult,
but the discovery was followed by the
prompt prosecution of every person
concerned, and every gulity man Was
convicted and sent to prison

The report of the Nelligan Commis
sion has been widely circulated. It
is a public document, on file in the
State Library in Annapolis, and coples
can be secured by communicating with
the Executive Offices there. The re-
port deals [fully with every aspect
of the occurrence, and from the many
findings we quote the following, con
firming the general integrily of the
Qtate Highway Department:

“We find no evidence of any Interest
or purtlthputiml, directly or indirectly,
by any member of the Commisison In
the business or profit of any con-
tractor or of any improper allowance
or concession to any contractor or any
other improper relation with any of
them., and no justification for any such
inference. . . . The main funds of
the State Roads Commission, includ-
ing the far greater part of the sixty-
six million dollars expended, was sub-
ject to the check of the Chalrman.
Out of this fund the contractors bills
and all checks over $1,000 were paid.
The integrity of this fund Is unim-
palred.”

The members of the present State
Roads Commission, Messrs. G. Clinton
Uhl, Howard Bruce and John K. Shaw,
constitute as able, honest and feariess
a commission as could possibly be se-
cured.

Finance

The insurance, auditing, banking,
purchasing and tax assessment depart-
ments of the State are now all as
signed to the Department of Finanical
Review and Control, thus coordinating
all agencies relating to the financial
activities of the State.

Revenues coming to the State depart
ments and institutions from sources
other than State appropriations, such
as fees, tuition, Federal appropriations
and the like, are all now required to
be accounted fur to the Comptroller
and disbursed through his office, 80
that no department or institution any
longer receives or spends money which
does not pass through the State Treas
ury.

A uniform fiscal year has been es
tablished in all State-departmenis, con-
forming with the Slate’s fiscal year,
thus making possible a complete stale
ment of the State's financial affairs at
any gliven date.

There has also been established a
department of license inspection,

which collects the revenue due from |

all classes of business requiring Stale

licenses, and in the administration of

the State license laws In a manner
fair to all.

The administration of the gasoline
tax has been placed under this de
partment, and the same Is being el

ficlently handled.

Hn:

- o

and

of con-

competent Comptroller
State ‘T'reasurer the story
tinuous improvement in Lhe
accurate and expeditious handling of
Siate funds, and of the recording of
all financial transactions in the man-
ner approved by the best authoritles
on governmental accounting

We favor the adoption by the people
of Ltae constitutional amendment { Act,
1429 Chapter 133) which will be sub
mitted to them at the November elec
tion, and will make possible
legislation (General Assembly
of 1931 which equip the depart
ment still betier Lo perform I8 greatly

18
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inc*easing duties, and we pledge our

party Lo
a par with similar

. best managed privale institutions,

State Law Department

The State Law Department was or
sanized by Goveror Ritchie when he
was Attosifey General in 1916, and 1t
has taken

State departments, boards,

 g¢fons and institutions, with the excep
' tion of the Public Service Commission,

|

| character

l
|

gystem, |

The history of the finance depart-

©Maryland State Archives msa_sc3326_scm8226-0349

kment during the past several admin-

' in deveioping them

which,
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Statoe

is required
Counsel,
legal work of the
has more than doubled, it has
handled by this department without
any increase in cust to the Laxpayers.
The present Attorney General 18 one
of the foremost lawyers of the bSlate,
and under him and his extremely cap
able staff of assistauts the department
has been administered in a thoroughly
efMcient and eflective manuer.

its WOork

General

of
have Iit8 own
though the

PPenal Institutions

We pledge our party to a progis sive
administration ol 1Ls penal aflairn
well frem the standpointi of the man
agement of existing institutions as Il
and
the

' B

the planning of additional plants
units to properly hou and train
inmates

We Lhuve re
extensive penal prozram under

ently embarked on an

one of the foremaost author-
A traet of

AcCIes

rection oi
ities In
proximately
purchased 1 Western Maryland, and
a new prison will erected
This will not relieve overcrowd
ing at the Penlitentiary and the
but it will
the most modern
management and
irol. will include
proper of eriminals,
that each may receive the kind of care
and treatment which his
and classification require The
methods used will, he safe
and humane, and such as experience
shown to be eflective, in
mind at all times the p!
the public and of soclely

the country
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Parole System

We believe the parole sysiem 10 be
an invaluable agency
prisoners as useful and sell-respecling
to fal
responsibilities
families and to
The proper exercise ol this sysiem
also an ber efit, the
expense per capita ol suprevising those

citizens. apd as enabling them
fill agzaln
wards tneir

Lhelr
sociely
1S

economic hecause

proper, |

¢ the direction of the|

maintain this department on
departments in Lthe
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aver the legal work ol all |
commis |
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in reestablishing |

10~

on ]‘l.lt‘lllt‘ 18, Oof course, legs than the

expense of maintaining them in prison. |

The parole system in this Slale has
heen well effectively and impartially
administered, but recent experience

shows that the facilities ol the Parole |

Commissioner
should be
extensive

for investigating
increased, that
provision he

CASeS
and more
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of those who are on parole

We, therefore, pledge our party

made |
for the supervision and following up |

10|

such extension of the parole h}Hlt'IIl‘

in this State as may be necessary
assure the greatest possible measure of
benefit from Iit,

sSocial Welfare

Our Departments of Health and Edu- |

cation have been so scientifically and
practically developed, and so wisely
and efficiently administered, that this

State stands in the very [orelront illl\
its acomplishments in these matters

which are so vital to all of the peo-
ple of our siale,

We appreciate the great imporiance
to our well-being of intelligent and
sympathetic social welfare work
among those, particularly children,

who are dependent, feeble-minded, dis- |

advantaged and delinguent; and we
recognize the ills that flow from the
disintegration of families and the
economy of preventive work in the
handling of these problems.

There is a close reiationship be
tween health, education and soclal
welfare, and it is essential thal there
should be close cooperation in Lhese
flelds and a coordination of effort.

We in Marviand are convinced of
the advantages of allowing our privale
charitable and soclal
our local communities to handle these
problems, but we recognize that it 1s
the duty and obligation of the State,

and to its best interests, that it should

assist and cooperate with its counties
and privat@®agencies In every possible
way through scientific study of socla!
problems, practical recommendations,
coordination of effort and adequate
appropriation of funds: and we pledge
our party to this paramount work on
behalf of our citizens. '

Delinquent Boys and Girls

We recognize the State's obligation
to care and provide for juvenile de
linguents and to use Iis best efforts
into useful cit
1zens.

The best preventive of adult crime
is to be watchful for and to correct
wrongui tendencies in the young.

To this end we pledge our party

to the establishment of an adequate rates in many counties for ceriain

[Hi

agencies and '

- el - e — —_—— -

and comprehensive juvenile court sys-
tem in the counties of the State, and
to such extension of the scope and
racilities of existing juvenile courts
as may be advisable,

Recognizing that juvenile delin-
quency Is an educational and not &
criminal problem, the two State insti-
tutions for white juvenile delinquents
have been assigned to the Educational
Department of the Siate Government.
These institutions are the Marviand
Training School for Boys, and Mont-
rose. which is a similar institution
for girls,. We pledge our party Lo the
maintenance and further developments
of both these institutions,

Colored juvenile delinquents are
now cared for at the House of lelor-
mation, which the institution for
solored boys situated at Cheltenham,
and at the Industrial Home for Col-
ored Girits. which is situated at Mel
vale. Neither of these institutions I8
owned by the State, but both are State-
aided. The need of a reorganization
of the Industrial Home for Colored
(3irls has recently become apparent,
and we pledge our parly accoms-
piigh that task in whalever way @&
study now being made may show to
he most effective, and we pledge out
party also to any additional measures
which may be necessary for the proper
care of the colored delinquent boys at
the House of Reformation.

is
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Dependant Aged and Infirm

Pursuant to joint Resolution of the
Legislature of 1929, Governor Ritchie
has appointed two commissions, one
for the Eastern Shore and the other for
the Western to report on the
advisability eatablishing one insti-
tution on each shore for the dependent
aged and infirm residents ol the coun-
'[‘l
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Agriculture

It 18
outline all the work now being carried
on establish agriculture in this
State the soundest possible eco-
nomie basis. The regular agricultural
such as county demonstira
tion, extension 2ervice and t'.\.pvrllllt'll[
have been supplemented DY
the State Departmnt of Markets for
the study of improved marketing
metinods, the development of coopera-
marketing: special ald the
industry; demonstrations of im-
nproved agricultural methods; seed cer-
tification work,;
work: rural

manifestly impossibie even Lo

1O
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activities,
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demonstration
women's short

home
courses at
College Park; the eradication of tuber-
culosis and
the

cattie,

‘or
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numerous
benefit of

other undertakings
agriculture
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The situation ereated by the Japan-
e been studied and han-
dled intensively and the vigorous
action of Governor Ritchie in holding
off Federal quarantine is estimated to
have saved {roni
000,000

ol and soundest
COO P rative l*f_;._il'lii’..a.liilll.‘-i in the coun-
try are to be found In Maryland,
namely, the State Dairymens Assocla-
tifon and the Maryland Tobacco Grow:
ers’ ;\:’-:itlt"hlti”“

We pledge our party to the con
tinnance and proper extension of the
State's agricultural activities in all
their branches
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Forestry

We pledge our party to the continu-
ance and the reasonable extension of
the reforestation policy, which was
inaugurated by the Legislature of 1929,

Some vears ago Maryland took* the
lead in fire prevention work when the
first Interstate Fire Prevention Con-
ference held in the country met In
Marviand at the call of Governor
Ritchie, and this resulted in perma-
nent committees in this and olher
States. and in a national conlference
and nation-wide movement against fire
loss. In accordance with this estab-
lished policy of the State, we pledge
our party to a more extended pro-
gram for protection against forest
fires which have occurred during the
past Spring and early Summer.

Drought

For several months the farmers of
this State, as elsewhere, have been
gsuffering from the consequences ol an
unprecedented drought. In some lor
calities the situation has assumed al-
most disastrous proportions, and It
is feared that it may Erow worse as
winter comes.

The State administration has been
keenly alive to these condilions, and
has been devoting every eflort to allev-
ijate them.

The State is utilizing every oppor-
tunity it has for extending employ-
ment., and is making special study
of the possibility of employing farm
transportation and labor for winter
hauling and other feasible work con-
nected with the 1931 road construction
program. Our agriculatural author
ities at College Park have been con-
stantly active and alert, and Instru
mental in securing reduced [re.ght




