Square Idyl

By H. IRVING KING
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IGHT had fallen over the city and

the benches of Washington square
were beginning to fill up with the va-
rigated assortment of men who filled
them when darkness made Its dally
And punctual arrival. On one bench.
facing that intensely respectable row
of old brick mansiong which line the
north side of the square sat a young
man of perhaps thirty, whose dress

and general appearance caused pass- |
ersby to glance at him wonderingly—— |

he was so evidently out of harmony
with the wusual frequenters of the
place. Maurice Davenport seemed un-
aware of the interest he aroused. His
eyYes were fixed upon the lighted win-
dows of a mansion opposite,

In the upon which

house his eves

were fixed lived Mabell Harrlson. and |

BIX mionths hefore he had w rtntwn her
a letter offering her higs heart and
begging for her hand. Why he had
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by word of mouth he could not say,
except that he was of a rather bash-
ful nature and had thought It more
¢asy to say what he had to say In
writing. The night before he had writ-
ten the fateful letter he had said to
Mabell in taking leave of her for the
evening: “I am going to send you A
letter tomorrow, Mabell, and 1 hope
that your answer will be such as my
very soul desires.” And Mabell had
replied with a smile: “Go home and
sleep well, Maurice. I can guess what
the nature of your letter will he, and
~~good-night !"

He bhad gone away buoyed up with
hepe, He bad written the letter and
sent it by messenger. But to it he had
received no reply. His messenger a
elerk in his office, came back and said
that, as directed, he had dellvered the
missive into the young lady's own
band; that she had read it and had
said: “Tell Mr. Davenport that there
I8 no answer.” The shoeck had heen
terrible. T'wo weeks later he saw In
the paper that she had sailed with her
father and mother for Eunrope.,
now, that very day, he had seen In the
paper that the Harrisons had arrived
home. Scarcely aware of what he did
he had wandered to the square and sat
gazing at the house which held all that
he loved.

A tall, lanky, shabblly dressed young
man came and took a seat by Mau-
rice’'s side.

“Got a match, Bo?" asked the youth,

Mechanically, Maurice handed the
intruder his match case. As he did
so the youth got a good look at Mau-
rice’s face and gave an exclamation of
surprise. Maurice looked and sald:
“Why, are you not John Davis? You
used to be in my office, I think.”

“Yes," hesitated the youth., “I am |

John; but I didn't recognize you at
first.”

“You left me, I think, to go with
Boswick & Claffin, did you not?” asked
Maurice.

“Yes, 1 did,” replied John, “and 1}
wish I'd never done It. I ain't had
no Juck since. Boswick s dead—
killed In a joy ride, as you know—and
I am out of a Job. I'm down and out.”

“Perhaps I can find room for you

In the office again,” sald Maurice.

The youth began to erv. *“I ain't
worth It," sobbed he. “I playved a
low-down ftrick en you. I'm broken
down and weak, or I wouldn't cry so,
and I wouldn't confess what I done,
either, But, somehow, I got to tell
you. Will you still give me another
chance?”

Greatly surprised Maurice sald gent-
ly: “Of course I will! What is 1t
that you are so sorry for?”

“Well, you know the letter you gave
to take to that very house over there?
The fact 18, I didn't take 1t.™

Maurice rose angrily from his seat
and for a moment it seemed as If he
would fell the youth to the ground.
But controlling himself, he sat down
again and sald sternly:

“Oh,” went on John, the consclous-
stricken, “Steve Boswick met me on
the astreet, right over there: he was
Just after coming out of that house.
I asked him where the number I was
after was, and showed him the let.
ter. He thought a moment, and then
offered me a hundred dollars and a
Job In his office If I would give the
letter to him and tell you that I had
delivered It. And 1 fell for it. As
long as Steve lived It was all right.
But when he was killed they sacked
me.”

“Come with me,” said Maurice, and
strode across to the brick manslon,
John following him in fear and trem-
bling. A few minutes later Maurice
and Mabell stood confronting each
other In the drawing room. She
looked worn and pale, but her self
command was perfect. Then Maurlce
broke out impetuously and told her
the whole story of the letter and the
unfaithful messenger. Turning to the
door he called In John, whom he had

left in the hall, and made him repeat |

his confession of gullt,

Life, happiness and color came back
to Mabell's face as she listened. *“I
thought it wery strange; but, oh, Mau-
rice, how could I have doubted you?
Stephen Boswick proposed to me and
I had just rejected his suit when this
unfortunate young man met him coms-
ing from this house.”

“Come to my office tomorrow morn-
ing and I will talk further with you—
pow go,” sald Maurice to John, and
John went,

But Maurice lingered.

Underground Dwellers

Tunisia has perhaps the strangest
cave dwellers In the world. They are
found south of Gabes, on the fringe
of the desert., In thelr efforts to es-
cape the heat they have dug dwellings
in the sand. The traveler crossing the
plain of Matmat comes across what

appear to be wells. Looking down, he

discovers: In the half light a small
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ASPIRIN

beware of imitations

Bayer Aspirin is the universal
antidote for pains of all kinds.

Look for the name Bayer and the
word genuine on the package as
pictured below when wyou buy
Aspirin. Then you will know that
you are getting the genuine Bayer
product thousands of physicians
prescribe.

Bayer Aspirin is SAFE, as mil-
lions of users have proved. It does
not depress the heart, and no harm-
ful after-effects lollow its use.

Headaches
Colds

Sore Throat
Rbheumatism
Neuritis
Neuralgia
Lumbago
Toothache

Genuine Bayer Aspirin
» sold at all druggists in
boxes of 12 and in bottles
of 24 and 100,

Aspirin is the trade-
mark of Bayer manu-
facture of monoacetic-

acidester aof salicylicacid.
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Traylor Finds Too Much Silence
Responsible for Business Slump |

Chicago Banker Trace; Crash
to Failure of Leaders to

Give Warnings

' Danger Signals Disregarded

Speaking before the International
Chamber of Commerce at Washington,
Melvin A. Traylor, President of the
First National Bank of Chicago, & id
in part:

Business management, however, is
not alone responsible for the course
ithasfollowed. Un-
fortunately, it has
had the coopera-
tion of finance and
government and
will likewise have
to have their co-
operation In adjust.
ing its affairs to a
sanercourse. What,
in fact, did the
leaders of finance
do to encourage
the expanslion
which took place in
the last decade?
What, if anything, did they do to pre
vent such expansion with the conse
quences which they certainly did
know or should have kuown would
follow?

1 believe their record In that con-
nection is not an enviable one. As
early as 1927, it was clearly obvious
to anyone having experience with the
granting of credit that if the situation
was allowed to continue, and If ex-
pansion and speculation were carried
on unchecked, there could be but one
end-—disaster., Yet the record of Amer-
ican financial leadership and of re-
sponsible government officials was
regreitably one of too much silence.

Sounded Few Warnings

Few warnings were issued, and few
altempts were made to atiract public
attention te the danger that threat-
ened, Credit for the expansion of pro-
ductive facilities to meet temporary
demands was granted to business
without adequate consideration of the
consequences., Credit without stint
was furnished to consumers to buy
consumable goods, thereby further in-
creasing false purchasing power and
multiplying debt. No one called a halt,

Every kind and character of com-
bination and consolidation was made,
regardless of its economic advisability
or the possibility of economies in man-
agement or increased profits there

Melvin Traylor

earn |
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from. Little or no consideration was 2 h_‘*{,_..ﬁ',-
given to the nature of the businesses a1
involved; in one Instance, for example, kY 2
soaps and candies were united. Such "
combinations and mergers were pro-
moted and securities were sold on the
theory that temporary earnings de-
rived from a false demand would not
only continue, but would forever in-
crease,

Furthermore, these securities were
not sold to those in & position to duy,
or who could buy for investment pur-
poses, but rather to those less able to
buy--to men and women fascinated by
high-powered salesmanship and an in-
born desire to gamble for big profits.
Was such financial leadership calcu-
lated to inspire confidence or make
for an economic stability which in-
sures social welfare? I am afraid not.

But financial leadership did not stop
there. It actively promoted the pur-
chase of equity stocks and split its
own unit of stock par in order, as it
sald, to bring its market values within
the reach of the small investor. May I
add, parenthetically, that such action
would have been unnecessary for
thelr purpose had they waited only a
few months,

Financial leaders organized and
promoted so-called investment trusts
to give the small investor a chance
to profit from wise financial leader
ship, made foreign loans of specula-
tive value, and, altogether, followed
the procession obviously intent upon
getting theirs while the getting was
good,

Must Chart New Course
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PERCY SHELLEY
“The trumpet of a prophecy!
Oh, Wind, if Winter comes
can Spring be far behind?"
To ald another in his need,
to bring one's abllities to the
caretaking of another's per
plexing problems is a worthy
alm,

C. L. DODD
Funeral Director
Chestertown, Maryland
Telephone, Chestertown 164

Are we to have a repetitign of this
Kind of financial leadership? If it be
true—as |1 belleve it is—that credit is
the life-blood of the nation., and that
there can be no economic stability or
soclal progress without a sound finan-
cial structure; and if it be true—as
I also believe—that no financial sys-
tem is sounder or more uBeful thap
its management, then financial leaders
ship in this country must take stock
of itself turn over a new leaf, and
chart a new course of conduct for its
future guidance. |

If it be objected that not all finan-
clal leaders are guilty of such mis-
conduct—and certainly there are some
who are not—the Indictment, never-
theless, stands. As far as the record
discloses, not one had the courage to
fight in the open against the tenden-
cles he knew were wrong and to de-
mand a rightabout-face. Knowledge
is one thing, but courage of leader
ship iIs another.
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ATTENTION, FARMERS!

ltubottorwbollllthnloﬂy.
thoutoudommtom.»

JAMES G. BECK,
Chestertown, Maryland
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