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BETHESDA, MONTGOMERY COUNTY, MARYLAND, THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 19, 1936

HEN football fans turn out

for the Thanksgiving games

they will perhaps realize that
they are conforming with an old
American custom, but do they know
how old that custom is? asks a
writer in the St. Louis Post-Dis-
patch.

Thanksgiving football games
were instituted in America about
2000 B. C. The custom began
among the encient Mayas, who, al-
though they did not eat mince pie
or sit in concrete stadiums, did
dine on turkey and did set aside
a day on which they offered up
the first fruits of the harvest sea-
son, feasted and played, or watched
a ball game in a stone-walled en-
closure.

The department of middle Amer-
ican research at Tulane university
has discovered that the Mayan
games were like ours in many re-
spects. Just as fans today travel
for miles to see the Thanksgiving
games, so did our predecessors on
this continent journey acros: the
land, on foot or horseback, to
Chichen-Itza, holy city of the
Mayas, to view the holiday spec-
tacle.

In his description of the Mayan
game, Maurice Reis, on the staff
of the department of middle Amer-
ican research at Tulane, says:

‘““As it began when Rome ruled
the waves and Frenchmen wore
bear skins as their Sunday best,
football wasn't just football. That
is, the ball wasn't kicked with the
foot and the scores were produced
by persuading the ball to pass
through a perpendicular ring high
on a stone wall.”

When the thousands of pilgrims
who came every year arrived at
Chichen - Itza, they offered sacri-

fices to the earth gods in an im-
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THE JUDGE SAYS:

6 HANKSGIVING is ap-

proaching — it's time we
told ourselves over and over
again the things about which we
should be thankful. There are
plenty of those things. But, most
important of all, I think, is the
chance given to make ourselves
happy again.””—Judge Harry B.
Keidan.

pressive thanksgiving ceremony led
by the ruler.

‘““The earth gods,”” says Alredo
Barrera Vasquez, of the staffs of
the Mexican National Museum and
the National University of Mexico,
who is of Maya descent, ‘are called
the Four Bacabs and are repre-
sented as supporting the four cor-
ners of the earth. Each god has
an appropriate color: red for the
east where the sun rises, black for
the west where it sinks into dark-
ness, yellow for the warm south
and white for the cold north. Yum
Klax, Lord of the Forest, resides

The Ball Wasn’'t Kicked With the
Foot in That Game.

at the center of the universe and
is characterized by the colors blue |
and green."

The Thanksgiving ceremonies still
take place in some parts of Mexico |
today, although most of the old cus-
toms are dominated by the Catholie
influence.

The name of the principal god
of the harvest is lost. However,
we have many representations of |
him on ancient monuments. He
is always depicted as being young
and handsome symbolic of life and
growth. From his head grows maize |
instead of hair.

Thanksgiving

O DOUBT the same old ques-
tion will be asked that we
have so often heard — what
have we to be thankful for? The
question is foolish, almost as foolish
as the attempts to answer it
Thanksgiving means gratitude, and
there is probably no man alive who
does not hold ingratitude to be one
of the blackest sins. Of course, there
can be no gratitude except as it is
shown not only for something but to
some one., Therefore, observes a
writer in the Indianapolis News, it
is that the thought of Thanksgiving
necessarily implies the existence of
a Divine Giver #nd Benefactor. So
we are bidden to return thanks to
Almighty God as ‘‘the Giver of
every good and perfect gift."”” When
there seems to be a scarcity of gifts
one is tempted to ask tha question,
why be thankful? And that is a
question which every one must an-
swer for himself, and it will be
answered as it always has been, in
different ways. It is futile to cata-
logue what we know to be blessings
and what we believe to be anything
but blessings, and set off one list
against the other, and be thankful
in proportion as the good exceeds
the evil
Carlyle long ago showed us the
folly of the bookkeeping method as
applied to things spiritual. Probably
most people get out of life about
what they deserve and in proportion
to what they put into it. It seems
to be true that the most thankful
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people are those who have the least, |
On the other hand, those who are
surfeited with good things take them
as matters of course, as their due,
and so calling for no gratitude. The
question seems to be whether one
has a thankful spirit, which surely
is something to be greatly desired. |

Without it, man is less than man. |
Even beasts are grateful. Practical-
ly, the question suggested by the
day touches character. There is
nothing mechanical or formal about
it. One can not pump up thankful-
ness, and the setting apart of a day |
does not suggest that there should
be such an attempt. The day is
rather a recognition, less of a duty |
than of an opportunity wnich it
would be or might be fatal to neg- |
lect. ‘‘Be ye thankful” is an apos-
tolic command. It ought to be easy
to obey. Those men are nearest the |
truth who feel that in dhis life noth-
ing is due them, and that whatever

they get is in a very true sense a
gift, and one which may be far
beyond their deserts. So we are
called to keep another Thanksgiving
day, which should bring an outpour-:

hearts. Appropriate to the day is
Pope's well-known verse:

Teach me to feel another's woe,
To hide the fault I sce;

That mercy 1 to others s Ow,
That mercy show o me.
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Chaff or Flint

Vagrant winds blow the chaff,
but the flint is undisturbed. Which
are we?

More that boys are expected to
be perfect, the more dissembling
there will be.

If one must sneer, let him not in-
dulge in cheap ones. They're so
trying among people of intel-
ligence.

Leave Their Welcome

Those who cultivate the art of
knowing when to go home, fre-
quently run away when their
friends want them to stay longer.

If one could only learn not to be
afraid he would escape 75 per cent
of his worry.

A great deal of energy is re-
quired to say nothing.

Outstanding trait of the great
common people is their humanity,

WHAT € YOUR
BOY SCOUTS
UsSE MY POND
POR THEIR -
SKATING RACES? i
I SHOULD SAY |
NOT./ AND
THAT'S

FINAL/

BE, TOO, IF YoU
COULON'T sLeeP
«+. AND HAD MY

HEADACHES AND
M INDIGESTION!

SAY' L N THAT . '
SCOUTMASTER'S

GOT A NEBrveE/ |

HANG UPON HIM

SO ON... BANG
UP THE -

| SAID YoU HAVE '
| COPFGE~NERVES.
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TODAY THE DIONNE QUINS
HAD QUAKER OATS

Famous doctors prove how to make children thrive
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oung Old, No:udﬂVlta
for Keeping Fit.* Supplied in Quaker Qats

® Nervousness, constipation, appetite know no

ts. They prey f
-.me Rtk £ oiiiont amores o e aseads

Bsorichl mpﬂldbylgglkuﬁnu breakfast,
S0 serve the w famil wl of
' Y of Quaker Oats

*Wbere poor condition is due te lack of Vitamin B
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o QUAKER OATS
Advertisements That Will Save You Money
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WHY, JOHN... THERE SHE

I1'VE NEVER
GOES ... NAGGING
5::’23‘;:? AGAIN! SHE KNOWS
- YOU SCARCELY SLEPT
A WINK LAST NIGHT...
SN'T

THAT'S A LOT
OF ROT.) BUT I'LL
TRY IT eee IF IT

You'o FeEL
PETTER ALL
AROUND IF
YOU'D OO AS
THE DOCTOR
SAID,.. CUT OUT

COFFEE FOR

205 DAYS AND "“THIS MEDDLING
WOMAN KNOWS

THAT POSTUM

» THAT BUNK/!

YOUR HUSPBAND
IS CERTAINLY A '
JOLLY souL) HESP
HAVING THE TIME
OF HIS LIPE )
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0!‘ COURSE, children should never drink coffee.
And many grown-ups, too, find that the caffein in
coffee disagrees with them. If you have headaches
or indigestion or can't sleep soundly...try Postum.
It contains no caffein. It is simply whole wheat and
bran, roasted and slightly sweetened.

You may miss coffee at first, but after 30 days
you'll love Postum for its own rich, satisfying flavor.
Postum comes in two forms—Postum Cereal, the
kind you boil, and Instant Postum, made instantly
in the cup. Either way it is easy to make, delicious,
economical, and may prove a real help. A product of
General Fooda

F R E E—Lct us send you your first week's supply of
Postum free! Simply mall coupon. corn. 19368, @. ». cons.

e ———————————————————————————————
Generar Fooos, Battle Creek , Mich. W-B 11.21.08

Send me, without obligation, a week's supply of [ Instant
Postum [] Postum Cereal (check kind you prefer).

Name

WONDERPUL ¢
SINCE HE
SWITCHED
T© POSTUM
HE'S BEEN
A DIFFERENT
PERSON !

——— —_—

Street
City

— otate »
Fill in completely, print name and address.
If you live in Canada, address: General Foods, Ltd.,

Cobourg, Ont, (Offer expires July 1, 1437.)

¥

=1 — g

a

Lt LT e T L e e W L el e T . = e




