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WasHINGTON, Jan. 12¢
TURREAU’s LETTER.

. 'This letter, about which our readets

have already heard enough, occupied the

‘attention of the popular branch of the |

National Legislature during the whole
 of yesterday! A discussion quite ani-
mated; when ¢ompared with the very di-
minutive nature of the object, took place,

of which our reportér has endeavored '

to present as distinct and impartial a
gkketch as was consistant with the neces-
sary brevity. Those who recollect the
origin of this letter, its progress through
the summer; and the paltry purposes to
“which it has been applied, will, we think,
deem with us, that its latter end has been
more honorable than it deserved. The
only interest this letter has excited in
the public mind since our publication
of Mr. Grahani’s letter exposing the de-
ception attempted on the Public, has a-
risen from a very natural curiosity to
 know “how and when” that lettér came
into the hands of its present possessors.
On this point, though it was pressed on
their notice, the opposition did not yes-
terday think proper to afford any infor-
wation to the House:
' sontesapteh
Eaxtract of & letter fram @ gentleman at
- Pensacola.—Communicated by Gen.
Flournoy to-the Secretary at War,
| Pensacora, Nov, 21, 1813.

51 write you at present because Ido
ziot know where to address my father;
{ have therefore to request of you the
favor to write to him, let him be where
he may, and inform him that this port 1s
at present blockaded by two ships; four
brigs and three schooners, which have
taken witheut discrimination or regard
to either the U States, Spanish or French
flag, oue French privateer, two Ameri
can and four Spanish schrs. within the
last four and twenty hours, that they
have informed the Governor of this
place, that their orders are to interdict
every species of intercourse between
this port and any to the westward of it
_on our coast. 'That they, it he will per-
mit, will send forthwith two regiments
of black troops to defend the town a-
gainst the Americans, who they undex-
stand are preparing to attempt the cap-
ture of it, viet armies, and to act in con-
cert with those Indians of the war par-
ty-~dpropos : The Indians under the
Big Warrior have defeated the rebels in
a general engagement ; many of the lat-
ter have fled to, aud are now in this
place for refage. They have however
waylaid the road, between this and Mo-
bile, and rendered the use of it very
precarvious, If my father should be
with you yet, do not fail to give him
the earliest notice of that fact, Should
he be gone to Bayou Sara, write to N.
- Orleans and to that place, stating, that
“there are encamped within two miles of
this place, one hundred and fifty Indians
who some believe are arrived for the
purpose of acting in concert with the

British, and the black and red allies..

“That upon no consideratiou he must at-
tempt to bring the family here—that
those vessels suffer no others to pass to
or from hence to New Orleans, and that
it will be impossible to bring them to
Pensacola.

A letter from the post master at War-
ren, to J. Johnson, Esq. Post Mas-
ter, Pittsburgh, dated

W ARREN, Jan. 8.
“J am informed by the post master
st Lower Sandusky, a party of forty
men commanded by Lieuts. Larwell

Fisk and Davis, who were sent by Gen.

Cass to reconnoitre on the river De

Trench, were attacked by the British,

three killed, two made their escape, and

the rest taken prisoners!”

FROM THE BORDERS OF ERIE.

: ~ Puitsburg, Jan. 5.
ALARMING INTELLIGENCE !
With feelings of agony we present our read-
ers with the following alarming intelligence,
received by a gentleman who arrived here yes-
terday from Erie, which place he left on Fri-
day last. It is unhappily entitled to the fullest
credit.

If thereis any hope left in the present case,
it is, that we understand the fleet is so moored
in the harbor of Erie, as to present a battery
of from fifteen to twenty guns from whatever
point it may be attacked—that the ice 13 not
sufficient to bear should the enemy attempt to
board, and thatitis completely cut away around
the shipping. We also learn that Gen. Mead
had issued circulars to all the colonels of his
brigade, by express, ordering them immediate-
1y to march theiv respective regiments to the
defence of Erie, May their patriotic efforts be
successfup—and may the enemy be checked in
his incendiary career. |

A number of patriotic young men of Pitts-
burgh, haying volunteered their services, and
the troops at Fort Fayette, will march this day
for Erie,——Mercury.

b LPY.
do the commandant at firie, or to whom it may
s el concern.

'The British this morning landed about 3000
regulars, militia and Indiang, at Black Rock ;
and after a severeengagement with the militia,
under the command of Maj. Gen. Hall, forced
them to retreat to the village of Buffalo ; and,
about snnrise, to surrender themselves prison-
ers ofwar. ‘The houses in the village were
immediately committed to the flames, and a-
bout 3 o’clock this afternoon almost entirely

consomed; At the same time, 2 Jarge vessels,

\

 Iying above Black Rock, were entively consu.

med. It is the avowed object of the DBritish,
as received by good authorityy to proceed in

ashort time to Erie, for the purpoie of burn- |

ing the vessels in that port ; and, as an induce-
ment to the Indians to aid and #ssist them in
this nefarious plan, fuall liberty is given them
to pluhder for their own benefit, wherever they
may go.- As the communication from this
place to the eastward is éntirely intérrupted by

the said Indians, &e, and as it is important.

for you to have the carliest information of the
above, we récommend to you every exértion,
to be in readiness, in case of an attempt (o

burn ds aforesaid ; and request of you sorne

assistance in men; arms$ and ammunition, as

! we have but few arms and no ammnnitiun.—
| The time i$ alarming—Destruction 1s the or-

der of the day.

On the retreat from Buffalo; 80th Decem-
bef'j ]813-‘ | | ,
ISAAC BARNES, Maj. Con.
YRR 1 Militia near Buffualo.

N. B. Information is just received, that
the enemy have advanced up Lake lirie 8 or 10
miles and destroy every thing as they pass.

From the Western Press.
10 ABMS !
Mercer, Pa. Jan. 3.

Our country is invaded. ‘I'he enemy,

whose course is marked by every species of de-

predation calculated to distress our fellow ci-
tizens, is progressing towards KErie, laying
waste every thing that comes in their way,—
Alreddy has Buffalo, Fort Schlosser, Man-
chester, Lewiston & I'ort Niagara been swept
from the éarth by conflagration : the cries of
infants, women, the dged and infirm, call loud-
ly for protection and redress, and every man
having a singlé drop of American blood in his
veins, will not refuse to repair to the protection
of Kirie, and shipping at that place.

BRIGADE ORDERS.
Meadville, Jan. 1,

SI1R~— In pursuance of General Orders of
the most alarming nature, you are hereby
commanded to march your regiment with all
possible expedition to the tewn of Erie, there
to perform a thirty days tour of duty, unless
sooner dis¢harged : the men must be armed
with a sufficient rifle or musket, knapsack and
blanket, if in their power to furnish the same.
A court of appeal will be held at the house of
Nathan Patterson, in the town of Mercer, on
Thursday 7th April next. As at present advi-
sed, it 15 not in my power to furnish the rations
that the law contemplates ; 1 shall on its
march to the place of rendezvous—and as far
as in my power, I'will furnish at Meadville &
Waterford. You will therefore have this in-
formation communicated to your regiment in
order that each man may, if possible, furnigh
himself to Ene.
X WM. CLARKE,

' Brigade Inspector.
Leeat. Col. T. Hoseck.

CONGRESS.
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVLES.
- Tuespay, Jan, 11.

Mr. Rickardson of Mas. presented the peti-
tion of Kzekiel Gardner of N. H. praying
compensation for Revolutionary supplies ;
Mr. Wilson of Mass. a petition of Philip Ul
mer, for a pension in consideration of wounds

received in the Revolutionary War; and Mr,

Kilbourn of Ohio, a petition of John Statler
of a like nature.—Referred to the committee
on this subject. e s R

Mr. Telfair of Geo. presented apetition ‘of
J. P. Williamson and Thos. Riceof Georgia,
praying to be exonorated from the payment of
a part of the judgement recovered against them
by the U. S. as sureties for the late Marshall

W

of that state—Referred t5 the Committee eof

Claims.

Mr, Humphreys, of Ten. presented a petition
of sundry inhabitants of Tennessee, praying
that certain lands in that state may be set a-
part to satisfy warrants already issued under

‘the authority of the U. States ; and that lands

which have been located prior to the year
1790 may be resurveyed, Referred to the com-

‘mittee on Public Lands.

Mr. Creighton, of Ohio, presented the pe-
tition of James Denny, Major of the first bat-
talion, 1st regiment Ohip volunteers, on behalf
of the non:commissioned officers and privates

in said regiment, praying compensation for

undrawn rations.
committee.

Mr. Alezander, of Ohio, and Mr, Jennings

of l_ndima, presented the petition of sundry in-
habitants of the states and territorias west of

Referred to the military

‘the Alleghany mountains, to the same effect as

former pelitions from the same quarter, respect-
ing the defence of the N. W, frontier ; which
were in a like manner referred. i e

~ On motion of Mr. M¢Clean of Ohio, the pe-
titten of John Armstrong, attorney for the
heirs of Richard Macaulay, was again referred
to the committee of Public Lands. |

On motion of Mr. Robertson, of Louisiana,
the petition of Zenon Ogso and B. Dubrocar,
were refcrred again to the committee of Com-
merce and Manufactures.

Mr. Lattimore, of Mississippi, presented the
petition of the Legislature of that territory,
praying that further time may be allowed to
purchasers of public lands to make payment

for the same ; which was referred to the com-

mittee on Puablic Landa,

Mr. Ingham, of Pa. from the committee on
Pensions and Revolutionary claims, made an
unfavorable report on the petition of Ann
Brown ; leave was given to the petitioner to

‘withdraw her petition.

Mr. Ingersoll, of Pa. from the committee
appointed to enquire into that subject, report-

Post Masters.”—[T'hat after the first day uf
May next, no personshall act as Post Master

been nominated by the President and receiv-
ed the approbation .f the President.] The
bill was twice read and committed. |

Mr. Lowndes, of S. C. from the committee
on Naval Affairs, reported a bill further to a-

mend an act regulating pensions to persons on
board private armed vessels—which was twice

_rcad and committed.

~ Severa] resolutions were adopted, and peti-
tions presented and referred, from various
quar ters, on the subject of Post Roads ; a

species of business not usually detailed in our

and 18 not generallyinteresting.

MR. HANSON’S RESOLUTIONS.

The House resumed the consideration of
the two resolutions, yesterday submitted by
Mr. Hanson. A division of the question hay-
ing been required, the question was first stat-
ed on the following resolution :

Resolved, That the President ofthe U, States
be, and he is hereby requssted to communi.
cate to this House, any information in his pos.
session, and which it may not be imprﬁptr to
divulge, in relation to the omission or refusal
ofthe French government to accredit the Min.-
ister Plenipotentiary sent by the U, S. to that

~court, or of his receptien, if aceredited, of the

time when he was so accredited, and of the
progress of is negociation.

Mr. Calkoun, of S. C.said that his ohject in

yesterday calling for a division of the guestion,

- was to separate thie from that which was con-
nected with it. To this resolution he could

see no objection ; it was drawn up in respect-
fal language and in the usval form. It asked
for information in a proper manner, and he
hoped the House would not refuse it.

I'he question’ was taken on this resolution,
and decided in the affirmative; without a di.
vision, | | Rl

The gnestion was then stated on the 2d re-
solitidn in the following words :

Resolved, T'hat 2 committee be appointed to
enquire whether M. Turreau, late Minister of
France, did or did not, on or about the 14th
of June; 1807, write a letter to the Secretary
of State, setting forth theterrusand conditions
upon which his government would treat of
amity and commerce with the U. States, and

urging certain complaints against this govern-
ment, and Tequiring certain political sacrifices
to be made as an indispensable pre-requisite
to the formation of such a treaty, and whether
the said letter was not withdrawn from the
archives of the department of State, and Aow
and when it was so withdrawn-—and that the
said committee have power to send for per-
sons and papers. |

with foreigh fiations; and it could ndt be de:
nied that an impenetrable veil had heretofore
been spread over our relations with France,—
—Was it not of importance to the house and
to the nation to know in what manner we had
been involved in a war which one half of this
community knew to be unjust and unnecessary,
and felt to be oppressive. At the period when

this letter was transmitted, this house at least

had pledged itself to a system of neutrality.—
Gentlemen on the committee of foreign rela.
tiowns at that day might be able to say why it
was, after taking d stand on the report of their
committee, they wereinduced to change their
neutral ground. But why call on the Exécu-
tive, as was suggested, for this information,
when the very foundation of the enquiry was,
that the President had done an act this house
ought to enquireinto ; and for which, if satis-
fied of his guilt, the President ought to be pro-
ceeded against? Gentlemen may smile, said
Mr; H. but if the document which I produced
yesterday, (Mr. Graham’s translation of the
letter) is substantiated, ‘and all the facts said to
be connected with it are proved, then 1 say that
a high misdemeanor has been committed. Let
me ask gentlemen if in the days of Adams’s ad-

tion to the resolution, he conceived, proceed.
ed from an over sensitive delicacy on the part
of the majority in respect to the Executive.
The information he considered important in
respect to the legislative proceedin gs of the
house—and he believed the mode proposed the
only one in which it could be obtained.

Mr. Roberts of Pa, said it was the right of
this house and of each of its members to
move an €nquiry on subjects relating to their
constitutional functions, and it was sufficient
to justify it that common fame warranted _it..
Of this right it was more usual for a minority
tban a majority to avail themselves ; but whe-
ther a call by them for information, was pro-
per, expedient or necessary, it wWas for the ma-

jority to determine. AS to the conduct of the

executive, no call upon it could be made which
this house ought to feel any hesitation in
granting. Mr. med,
offering his objections to the resolution, any
intention to shield the executive. But he

meant to exercise his right, as a member of

this house, to judge of the expediency of the
course proposed. ‘T'he gentleman who moved
the resolution had looked around and said -~

R. therefore disclaimed, in

| 'This house had indeed the

ed a bill ¢« providing for the appointment of

in any office of the U. S. who shall not have

columns, because it would occupy mach room,

Mr. Calkoun said it was a good rule general-
ly in cases ofthis kind that enquiry be gzanted
where it is moved in a proper manner. On
such motions a very great liberality had usual.

ly prevailed in this house, which had been dis.

played in the vote just taken. But, as to the
particular resolution before us, it is of that class
which oughtnot to be passed in the present stage
of its existence. 'To induce the house to pass
this resolution, there ought to be three things
stated. He need not suggest that this enquiry
was of an unprecedented character, and vary-
ing from all usual calls on the Executive for

information. To warrant the adoption, @ spe-

cific object ought to be first stated ; secondly,
what was expected to grow out of it ; and third-
ly; that the object was of a character to war-
rant the investigation. - Such enquiries as that
now proposed, without these three prerequi-
sites, would, he conceived, violate the spirit of
the constitution. By that instrument diplo-
macy was confided wholly to the Executive.

power to require
information, but it was through the Executive

department that it ought to be sought for, and
not through inquisitorial comrittees of this

house,or on such vague statements as had

been made. The inofficial mode of enquiry
now proposed was adeparture from the legiti-
mate province of this body, to which he hoped
the house would not accede.

Mr. Haunson of Md. said he had flattered
himself, when he had the honor tomake a state-
ment afew days ago on this subject to the
house, that his object would be distinctly un-
derstood, - As to the proceeding which this
house in its wisdom might think proper to
ground on this resolution, it was not for him
to dictate. Certain it was, that if any high and

responsible officer had done any act for which

he was amenable to the constitutional autho-
rity, it was the duty ofthis house to lay the
foundation for an enquiry. 'T'he statement
which he had made, was of itself, he conceived
sufficient foundation for the house to proceed
upon. He entertained no wish on his part to
examine the Department of State, as the gen-
tleman appeared to suppose, or any officer of
the government in relation to the object of the
enquiry ; on the contrary he pledged himself
to be able toprove the statement he then made
without resorting toany department of the go-
vernment. He deénied in toto the principle
laid down by the gentleman from South Caro-
lina on the subject of the grounds necessary
to authorise enquiry. Do we not know, said
he, that it is the practice in this house, as well
as iR the British parliament, that information

given by any member rising in his place may

be made the foundation of un enquiry ? The
gentlemen hadsaid, Mr, H. observed, thata
committee ought not to be appointed on this
matter ; thatan enquiry ought not to be grant-
ed in the present stage of vague information.
Now, Mr. H. said, the information given had
been as precise and explicit as could be. [t
had been stated in this House, that a letter of
a most insulting nature, requiriag of this go-
vernment the most degrading political sacri-

fices, a letter striking at the honor of the go-

vernment, had been transmitted by the French
minister to the Secretary of State, and placed
on the files of that Department. And what
constituted the files of that office ? he asked,
If such a Jetter
Department of State, and suffer¢d t0 remain
in that office, was it not on the files ofthe de-
partment ?  Was it necessary that it should
be recorded, to constitute its admission ¢ It
had remainedin the office sufficiently long to
give it an official character. What was the
nature of this document ¢ Asfar back as the
year 1509—and gentlemen would recollect the
state ef our foreign relations at that time ;
when a minister coming from England with
full powers to negociate a treaty of amity and
coinmerce was momently expected the
Freneh minister addresses to this government
a letter to be held as a vod n (errorem if we
presumed to negociate with Britain. This lct-
ter set forth certain pretended grievances, and
required particular political sacrifices of our
government, on the presumption that it was
going to make a treaty with G. Britain. It
appeared from that letter, Mr. H. said, that
France set forth certain disgracefal and disho-
norable conditions on wbich alone it would
remain at amity with this government. Now
call this document public or private,the ques-
tion was-—had it been received by our govern..
ment ¢ The views and feelings of the I'rench
government had been spread on paper, and
could be as well known through a private as
through a public document. As to the objec-
tion stated on a former occasion, that the let-
ter was a private letter addressed to the gentle.-
man who held the office of Secretary of State,
but notin kis official capacity, Mr. H, said
that this objection was perfectly frivolous.
The letter was addressed to Robert Smith,
Esq. as Secretary of State; it treated of nothing
but public business, and the Minister said he
felt himselfthus called upon to explain to the
American the views of the French govern.
ment, Not to go fully into the subject at this
time, but merely to shew that this House was
already possessed ofsufficient information to
act on this subject, it was enough tosay, that

a document of immense importance to the na- |

tion had been concealed and suppressed from
public view ; that whilst we have gone on to
consider France as a friendly power, yet, as
far back as 1809 our government perfectly
well knew that it had nothing to expect from
the justice of France. And,alter Laving made
those political sacrifices, one alter another,
and thus done every thing required of us by
this tool of a despot, what had we received in
return? Had there been any restoration of
the millions on millions of propertystolen from
us, or did the House know tothis day, even
that our Minister had been accredited at the
French court. It was of the utmost importance
Mr. H. said, that such matters should be en-
quired into. It was a radical principle of our
government that information should be as
widely as possible diffused among the People ;
that ti’ney should not be kept in a situation of
delusion ; that they should not be hood-winked
and blinded to the real state of our affairs

£
:

had been transmitted to the

ministration a letter of this description had been
written by Mr. Liston or any other foreign mi-
nister to our government, and it had been con-
cealed from public view, and the people had

never heard of it till it had been dragged forth

like this letter, what would gentlemen bave
said ? Sir,said Mr. H. 1 want an opportunity

to prove facts; and, if gentlemen then pro

nounce a verdict of acquittance, let them do so.
But do not suppress an enquiry ; do not, by
~smothering investigation, attempt to give im-
punity to such conduct., Gentlemen appeared
to him, Mr. H. said, to take offence, as if they
had a fee simple inthe government, or a lease of
power for ninety-nine years, renewablefor ever
whenever any investigation was proposed which
struck at the characer of the Kxecutive. They
must expegt, said he, and if they do not they
ought, that we shall use every fair and honora.
ble means to oust them from the possession of
power, which we feel they have abused. 'This
House has pledged itself to the people, by im-
plication, that this subject shall be investigated ;
and let me ask them what will be the impres-
sion if this motion be rejected 2 As to the im-
pression I wish to produce, sir, the rejection of
this motion will be tantamount to a. positive
proof of all that I have alledged.
[ Mr. Hanson being the mover of the resola-
tion, his observations are, in justice to his
views, reported more at length than those of

the gentlemen on both sides who followed him
m debate.] |

Mr. Calhoun said he now hoped the House
would refuse the enquiry proposed. He had
asked for a specification ef the object, and had
received none. He had asked forpractical can-
sequences to result from it, and had received
none. Mr. C. pronounced the resolution ex-
traordinary in its character, and unprecedented
in its form. 'I'ie resolution went to break
into the executive offices, to call ex parte wit-
nessess before the house, for what purpose ?-—
For the highest purpose in the power of the
house? No ; for a mere inquisitorial and vexa-
tious procedure, which is, as no such purpose

18 avowed, to lay no foundation for impeach-
ment, the only object which would justify the
application of such means. Suppose it were
prgved that this letter was in fact written by
Gen. Turreau, and that all the other circum-
stances relating to it were true, which for him-
self he did not credit, what did it prove ?———
Merely that an impertinent letter had been writ.
ten by a fereign minister. Did the Kxecutive
sanction it £ No. What view the Executive
ought to take of such a letter, or how to treat

it, depended on a variety of circumstances, on .

which this House had not the means to form ar
opinion, Mr. C,said he hoped this House would
not grant what was in his view a direct viola-
tion of thespirit of the constitution, He went
on, and adverted to the nice sensibility display-
ed by the whole phalanx on the other side of the
House, yesterday, on a mére proposal for en.
quiry into the constitutional power of Congress
to punish spies. Mr. C. said he had thought
for his part we bad the constitutional power to
enquire into that subject. He hoped on this
occasion to see gentlemen consistent, and ex-
hibit the same commendable zeal as on yester-
day and join with him to secure the constitu-
tion against an invasion of its spirit. Mr. C.
expatiated on the vexatious nature of enquiries
of this description tending to no 'practical re-
sult, &c. As to all the insinuations of French
influence, and the vague declamation whic
the House had heard, he did not deem fit sub-
jects of enquiry, or of so much importance as
| to constitate ground on which to put the Chief
Magistrate under a committee of this House.—
Mr. C.repeated the three requisites he had be-
fore stated as necessary to justify this enquiry.
If gentlemen could shew that a crime had been
committed by the executive of such a character
as to make him amenable to the constitutional
authority of this body, then and not till ‘then
would he consent to an enquiry which was e-
qually a novelty in this Ilouse and in the histo-
ry of legislation.

Mr. GGaston of N. C. said the gentleman last
up did no more than jnstice to the motives of
those with whom he acted, in supposing they
would oppose the resolution if he could esta.
blish the doctrine thatits adoption would involve
a violation of the constitution. But he could
not agree with him on that point. 'T'he gentle-
man from Maryland has recommended to the
adoption of the House a resolution having for
its object the attainment of a document which
must be allowed to be of considerable impor-

gentlemen might smile, but that should not
deter him from his course Mr. R. said, he
might vetort, that gentlemen might frown,
and use |
they could not swell " into importance what
was merely the breath of common fame and

rested on no better than newspaper evidence.

Thegentleman in substituting the motion un-
der consideration, for  that first moved, had

{ assigned delicacy towards theexecutive as his
There was no need of it,, Mr. R -
said, if called on, the executive would freely -

motive.

have given him all the information he could
have asked for —which he had acknowledged
he expected thus to attain. But new the
principle of the motion was changed, and a
committee was to be raised to send for pers
sons and papers, to any extent, at the option of
the committee. 1fthey could shew ground to
believe the conduct of the President to be
criminal, Mr. R. said he had no objection to
the enquiry. But if such was theobj-ct, why
notjopenly and fairty march up to itfThe gene

tleman from Maryland however had not been

content with the strongest insinuations that
the conduct of the Executive have been c¢ri-

minal, but had avowed his determination to

drive the men now in office from that power

which he says they have abused. 1f such wera

his object, the mostdirect way would be at once
to disqualify them by impeachment. It had
not been very long
the gentleman himself had alleged a delay to
have existed on the partof the government to
accept the mediation of Russia; now common
fame, who was the gentleman’s authority on
that occasion, repoits that the President invi-
ted Mr. Daschkoff, without authority from

his government, to offer the mediation. If"

the gentleman was then so far “mistaken in al-
legations cqually positive with those now
made, jit was not unlikely that he was as
much in error on this occasion. DBe that ag

as it might, the fact ofthis letter having beenm

written had nothing to do with our present
relations with France. The letter being decla-
red inadmissible, the withdrawal of the obnox.
ious paper was a disavowal of it, Ifaddressed
to the government, on the statement of gen-
tlemen themselves, reparation was made for
the wrong done by withdrawing the offensive
letter,
connection with other things, as intended as a

‘bugbear to drive men from power which the |
gentleman says they abuse. We have had
much prediction, and much augury, said Mre

R. on the subject of the popular feeling. Gena
tlemen have told us the people are not with

us, and now we are informed one halfthe peo-

ple are against us. Whatis thefact,sir 2
Have we not had elections in allthe states re-

cently—and do they prove any disposition om
the part of the peopletesupport the war? On
the contrary, notwithstanding every obstacle
has been opposed to the measures of the go-

vernment, and not a fucv disasters have ocecur-
red the popularity of the war increases. Mr.,
R. expressed his regret at the comsumption of
time in debating on this frivolous subject,
when measures of real importance burthened
the table of the House. In order to ahridge
debate, which he believed would be the effect
0. the motion, Mr. R. moved to amend it so

as to change it to a call on the Executive for
the information proposed to be obtained

rough a committee.

[This motion was declared to be in order by
the Speaker, but was afterwards withdrawn
by Mr. Roberts, at theinstance of his friendsg
but renewed by Mr. Bayly ofVa.]

Mr. Calhoun expressed his hope that this
amendment would not succeed ; but that @
question would be taken on the original propo-

sition in the shape in which the mover wished
it to stand. '

Mr. Iisk of N. Y. who conceived this mode

of occupying the time of the House at this
moment, to be trifling with the fee]in%s of tl:;
nation ; and anxious to get at the volumes
bills now before them, moved to postpone this
subject to the first Monday in March next
Mr. Stockton and Mr. Pearson opposed
postponement on the ground that it would be
equivalent to an evasion of the question ; and
Mr. M<Kim supported it, on the ground that
great evils might result from the delay of ether
business before the House, but none could
result from the delay of a decision on this

question.

The question on postponement to the first
Monday in March was decided in the negative

reat vehemenee of language; but

since, at a former session,

Mr. R. viewed this motion, he said im

tance—a document stating the gonditions on
which alone we couldretain the amity of Irance
and in which the views of that government
were declared. If this document were indeed
in possession of the Executivethe House might
with great propriety apply to him to lay it be-
fore them, to afford them the information ne-
cessary to their correct decision on our foreign
Affairs. But we know said Mr. G. if any credit
13 to be given to the information which the gen-
tlemen fromm Maryland has ieceived and be-
lieved to be true, that there is no vestige of this
document in the possession of the government,
IF this information said to exist be of impor-
tance in our future legislative proceedings, how
are we to come at it? Only by the mode desig-
natedin the resolution,

And would it be denied that this document
ought te have an important influence on the
deliberations of the house? It was not ex-
pected, he said he hoped, that this session was
to pass over without Congress coming to
some conclusion in respect to our relations
with France. If by the verification of this
document, it could be ascertained that the re-
lations of amity were not to be maintained
with that nation but by the sacrifice of great
political rights or by an accession to the ma-
ritime conferacy, conditions which he presa.
med this people was not prepared to accept,
all hopes of an accommodation with that coun-
try must be at an end-—far no man who pos-
sesses an honorable feeling would consent to
such amity, on such conditions. There was
no other way in which the house could ob.-
tain the requisite infocrmation but by raising
this committee, Mr, G.
ference between such an enquiry as this, and
one dirteted to the Lxecutive, The opposi-

explained the dif-

by Yeas and Nays.
Mr, Bayly of Va, assigned the reasons why

he should vote to amend the resolution as first

proposed by Mr. Roberts ; because as it stood,
the resolution implied a strong censureon the
Executive,to whom at least so much respect

was due from this branch of the government
as to require what he had to say on the subject

in question before they raised a committee to
inquire into his conduct.

Mr. Qakley of N. York, spoke at conside-

rable length against ;he amendment and

support of the original proposition ; in doing
which he occupied much of the ground before

taken by Mr, Hanson and Mr. Gaston. He |

said, in addition, among other things, that this

House ought never to call on any department
for the cause of the failure of its own measures

—which principle he assigned as a motive for
having voted a few days ago against the en-
quiry into the causes of the failure of our arms,
and as a reason why he was opposed to the

motion, as originally proposed some davs ago,

&

of his friend from Md. Mr. Hanson.” A suf-
ficient specification had been given, he contend-
ed, as cause for this motion,in the statement

of facts made by Mr. Hanson, which Mr. Oy

briefly repeated. 1f these facts were established,
they proved, he said, on our government the
charge of subserviency to the views andinflu-
ence ofthe Frénch government. If the facts
were fully established, the mest condign
punishment oughtto await those implicated in
the accusation. The practical result then of
successful enquiry would be to prove the Exe-
cutive to have been guilty of a high crime or
misdemeanor, and subject toimpeachment. AS
to the form, if information when merely want-

. ed as thefoundation of legislative acts, it might

well be required of the Executive ; bhut when

T el



